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E ORG E, by the Grace of Gop, King of Great Britain, France and 

Ireland, Defender of the Faith, c. To all to whom theſe Preſents 

ſhall come, Greeting. W hereas Our Truſty and Well- beloved BERNARD 

LIN rorr of Our Giry of London, Bookſeller, has humbly 471 vera 

unto Us that he is now printing a Tranſlation of the ILIAD of Homer 

from the Greek in Six Volumes in Folio by ALEXANDER Pore Gent. with large 
Notes upon each Book: And whereas the ſaid BERNARD LinToTT has in- 
formed Us that he has been at a great Expence in carrying on the ſaid Work : 
and that the ſole Right and Title of the 7 of the ſaid Work is veſted in the 


ſaid BERNARD LIN Torr. He has therefore humbly beſought Us to grant him 


Our Royal Privilege and Licence for the ſole printing and publiſhing thereof for 
the Term of fourteen Years. WE being graciouſly pleaſed to encourage fo Uſeful 
a Work, are pleaſed to condeſcend to his Requelt, and do therefore hereby give 
and t unto the ſaid BERNARD LixToTT Our Royal Licence and Privilege for 
the ſole ___ and publiſhing the ſaid Six Volumes of the ILIAD of Homer 
tranſlated by the ſaid ALEXANDER Port for and during the Term of fourteen 
Years, to be computed from the Day of the Date hereof, ſtrictly charging and 
prohibiting all Our Subjects within Our Kingdoms and Dominions to reprint or 
abridge the ſame either in the like or in any other Volume or Volumes whatſo- 
ever, or to import, buy, vend, utter or diſtribute any Copies of the ſame or any 

thereof reprinted beyond the Scas within the ſaid Term of fourteen Years, 
without the Conſent and Approbation of the ſaid BERNARD LIN Torr, his Heirs, 
Executors and Aſſigns by Writing under his or their Hands and Seals firſt had 
and obtained, as they — every of them offending herein will anſwer the contrary 


at their Perils, and ſuch other Penalties as by the Laws and Statutes of this Our 
Realm may be inflicted: Whereof the Maſter, Wardens and Company of Stati- 
oners of Our City of London, Commiſſioners and other Officers of Our Cuſtoms, 
and all other Our Officers and Miniſters whom it may concern are to take Notice 
that due Obedience be given to Our Pleaſure herein ſignified. Given at Our 
Court at St. James's the Sth Day of May, 1715. in the firſt Year of Our Reign. 


By His Majeſty's Command, 


James STANHOPE. 
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IOM ER is univerſally allow'd to have 
H had the greateſt Invention of any Writer 
1 1 whatever. The Praiſe of Judgment Fir- 
gil has juſtly conteſted with him, and others may 
have their Pretenſions as to particular Excellencies; 
but his Invention remains yet unrival'd; Nor is it 
a2 Wonder if he has ever been acknowledg'd the 
greateſt of Poets, who moſt excell'd in That which 
is the very F oundation of Poetry. It is the Inven- 
tion that in different degrees | diſtinguiſhes all 
great Genius's: The utmoſt Stretch of hu- 


man Study, Learning, and Induſtry, which ma- 


ſters every thing beſides, can never attain 


to this. It furniſhes Art with all her Materials, 
and without it Judgment itſelf can at beſt but 
| fleal wiſely: For Art is only like a prudent 
Steward that lives on managing the 5 of 
Nature. Whatever Praiſes may be given to 
Works of Judgment, there is not even a ſingle 


Beauty in them but is owing to the Invention: 


As in the moſt regular Gardens, however Art 


may carry the gell. Appearance, there is not 
B 2 plant 
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PREFACE 

a Plant or Flower but is the Gift of Nature. The 
firſt can only reduce the Beauties of the latter 
into a more obvious Figure, which the common 
Eye may better take in, and 1s therefore more 
entertain'd with. And, Perhaps the reaſon why 
molt. Criticks are inclin d to prefer a judicious 
and methodical Genius t0 a great and fruitful 
one, is, becauſe they find it eaſier for themſelves 
to puri ue their Obſervations through an uniform 
and bounded Walk of Art, than bd / chm N 

che vaſt and various Extent of Nature. * 
Our Authot's Work is a wild Paradiſe, where 
if we cannot ſee all the Beauties fo diſtinctly as 
in an order d Garden, it is only becauſe the Num- 
ber of chem is infinitely greater. is hike a co- 
Nurſery which contains the Seeds and firſt 
32 of every kind, out of which thoſe 
who follow'd: him have but ſelected ſome parti- 


cular Plants, each according to his Fancy, to cul- 


tivate and beautify. If ſome things are too luxu- 
riant, it is owing to the Richneſs of the Soil; 
and if others are not arriv'd to Perfection or Ma- 
turity, it is only becaufe they are over- run and 
oppreſt by thoſe of a ftronger Nature. 
It is to the Strength of this amazing Inven- 
tion we are to attribute that uncqual'd Fire and 
Rapture, which is ſo forcible in Homer, that no 
Man of a true Poetical Spirit is Maſter 'of him- 
ſelf: while he reads him. What he writes is of 
the moſt animated Nature imaginable; every 
e moves, every thing lives, and is 5 in 
ion. 


P B EF AGB 
Action. If a Council be calbd, or a Battel fought, 


you are not coldly inform'd. of what was ſaid of 
done as from à third Perſon; the Reader is hur- 


ry d out of himſelf by the Force of the Poet's 
Imagination, and turns in one e to a Hearer, 


in another to a Spectator. The Courſe of his 
Verſes reſembles that of the A he deſcribes, 


Ot 7 Toav, Wolt Ts Tug] dv rd nal by I 


35 
They pour 


along like 4 Fire that ſweeps „edel a 
Earth before it. *Tis however remarkable that 


his Fancy, which is every where vigorous, is not 
diſcover d immediately at the g of his 
Poem in its fulleſt Splendor: It grows in the 
Progreſs: both upon himſelf and others, and be- 
comes on Fire like a Chariot- Wheel, by its own 
Rapidity. Exact Diſpoſition, juſt Fhought, cor- 
rect Elocution, poliſh'd Numbers, may have been 
found in a thouſand ; but this Poetic Fire, this 


Vivida vs animi, in a very few. Eren in Works 


where all thoſe are imperfect or neglected, this 
can over- 


Criticifm, and make us admire 


even while we difapprove. Nay, where this 


appears, tho' attended with Abfurdities, it brigh- 
tens all the Rubbiſh about it, till we ſee noth 

ik its own Splendor: This Fixe is diſcern' d in 
Virgil, but diſcern' d as through a Glafs, refle- 
cted, and more ſhining than warm, but every 
where equal and conſtant: In Lucan and Statins, 
it burſts out ur ſudden, ſhort, and int ed 
Flaſhes: In Miltun, it glows like —— fide 


up 


3 6 | 
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up to an uncommon Fierceneſs by the Force 
of Art: In Shakeſpear, it ſtrikes before we are 
aware, lite an accidental Fire from Heaven: 
But in Homer, and in him only, it burns Every: 
where' clearly, and every where irreſiſtibly. | 

J ſhall here endeavour! to ſhow, how this vaſt 
I vention exerts itſelf in a manner ſuperior to that 
of any Poet, thro' all the main conſtituent Parts 
of his Work, as it is the great and peculiar Cha- 
racteriſtick which diſtinguiſhes hom | ns all 
other Authors. 

This ſtrong and ruling F polity was like a 
natuarfial. Planet, which in the Violence of its 
Courſe, drew all things within its Vortex. It 
ſeem d not enough to have taken in the whole 
Circle of Arts, and the whole Compaſs of Na- 
ture; all the inward Paſſions and Affections of 
Mankind to ſu pply this Characters, and all the 
outward Forms and Images of Things for his 
Deſcriptions; but wanting yet an ampler Sphere 
to expatiate in, he open d a new and boundleſs 
Walk for his Imag ination, and created a World 
for himſelf in the Invention of Fable. That 
which Ariſtotle calls the Soul of Poetry, was firſt 
breath'd into it by Homer. I ſhall begin with 
conſidering him in this Part, as it is naturally 
the firſt, and 1 ſpeak of it both as it means 
the Deſign of a Poem, and as it is taken for 
F iKhon. |. 

Fable may be divided: into the Probable. the 
Ale and the Marvelous. .\'The Probable 
40 4 Fable 
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Fable is the Recital of ſuch Actions as tho 
they did not happen, yet might, in the com- 
mon courſe of Nature: Or of ſuch as tho? they 
did, become Fables by the additional Epiſodes 
and manner of telling them. Of this ſort is 
the main Story of an Epic Poem, the Return 
of Ulyſſes, the Settlement of the Trojans in 
Italy, or the like. That of the Iliad is the 
Anger of Achilles, the moſt ſhort and ſingle 
Subject that ever was choſen by any Poet. Yet 
this he has ſupplied with a vaſter Variety of In- 
cidents and Events, and crouded with a greater 
Number of Councils, Speeches, Battles, and Epi- 
ſodes of all kinds, than are to be found even in 
thoſe: Poems whoſe Schemes are of the utmoſt 
Latitude and Irregularity. The Action is hurry'd 
on with the moſt vehement Spirit, and its whole 
Duration employs not ſo much as fifty Days. 
Virel, for want of ſo warm a Genius, aided 
himſelf by taking in a more extenſrve Subject, 
as well as a greater Length. of Time, and con- 
tracting the Deſign of both Homer's Poems into 
one, which is yet but a fourth part as large as 
his. The other Epic Poets have us'd the fame 
Practice, but generally carry d it ſo far cas to 
ſuperinduce a Multiplicity of Fables, deſtroy the 

Unity of Action, and loſè their Readers in an 
unreaſonable Length of Time. Nor is it only in 
the main Deſign that they have been unable to 
add ito his Invention, but they have follow'd him 
in every Epiſode and Part of Story! If he has 
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given a regular Cutalogue of an Army, they all 


draw up their Forces in the ſame Order. If he 
funeral Games for Patr oclus, V. zrgtl has the 


ſame for Auchiſes, and Statius (rather than omit 


them) deſtroys the Unity of his Action for 
thoſe of Archemoruc. If Ulyſſes viſit the Shades, 
the Meat of Virgil and Scipio of Filius are ſent 
after him. If he be detain'd from his Return by 
the Allurements of Calypſo, ſo. is Mneas by Dido, 
and Rinaldo by Armida. If Achilles be abſent 
from the Army on the Score of a Quarrel thro 
half the Poem, | Rinaldo muſt abſent him- 
ſelf juſt as long, on the like account. If he 
gives his Herbe a Suit of celeſtial Armour, Vir- 
gil and Taſſo make the fame | Preſent to theirs. 
Virgil has not only obſerv'd this cloſe Imitation 
of Homer, but where he had not led the way, 
ſupply d the Want from other Greek Authors. 
Thus the Story of Sinon and the Tating of Troy 
was copied (ſays Macrobius) almoſt word for 
word from Piſander, as the Loves of Dido and 
Hueas are taken from thoſe of Miedæa and Jaſon 
in Apollonius, and ſeveral others in the ſame 
ee eee ee „ 

To proceed to the Allegorical Fable: If ve 
reflect upon thoſe innumerable Knowledges, thoſe 
Secrets of Nature and Phyſical Philoſophy which 
Homer is generally ſuppos'd to have wrapt up in 
his Alegorzes, what a-new and ample: Scene of 
Wonder may this Conſideration afford us? How 
fertile will that Imagination appear, which was 

| 3 able 
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able to cloath all the Properties of Elements, the 


Qualifications of the Mind, the Virtues and Vices, 
in Forms and Perſons; and to introduce them 
into Actions agreeable to the Nature of the Things 
they ſnadow'd? This is a Field in which no ſuc- 
ceeding Poets could diſpute; with Homer; and 


whatever Commendations have been allow'd them 


on this Head, are by no means for their Invention 


in having enlarg'd his Circle, but for their Judg- 


ment in having contracted it. For when the 
Mode of Learning chang'd in following Ages, and 
Science was deliver'd in à plainer manner, 
it then became as reaſonable in the more 
modern Poets to lay it aſide, as it was in Homer 
to make uſe of it. And perhaps it was no un- 
happy Circumſtance for Virgil, that there was 
not in his Time that Demand upon him of ſo 
great an Invention, as might be capable of fur- 
niſhing all thoſe Allegorical Parts of a Poem. 
The Marvelous Fable includes whatever is ſu- 
pernatural, and eſpecially! the Machines of the 
Gods. If Homer was not the ſirſt who introduc'd 
the Deities (as Herodotus imagines) into the Re- 
ligion of Greece, he feems the firſt who brought 
them into a Syſtem of Machinery for Poetry, and 
ſuch an one as makes its greateſt Importance 
and Dignity. For we find thoſe Authors who 
have been offended at the literal Notion of the 
Gods, conſtantly laying their Accuſation againſt 
Homer as the undoubted Inventor of them. But 
whatever cauſe there might be to blame his Ma- 


chinese 


n R E FA OR 


ciner in a Philoſophical or Religious View, they 
are i ſb perfect in / the Poetick, oat Mankind have 
* bern everbſince contented: to follow them: None 
| have been able to enlarge the Sphere of Poetry 
l beyond the Limits he has ſet: Every Attempt 
of this Nature has provid unſucceſsful; and after 
all the various Changes: of Times and? 'Religions, 
|| his Gods een this . the Gods of 
| Poatdys.o cit 102. 2: ag Dine env c 
We come now to PE Charters of his Perfoms, 


| and here we ſhall find no Author has ever drawn 
bl ſo many with ſo viſible and ſurprizing a Variety, 
I or given us ſuch lively and affecting Impreſſions 


of them. Every one has ſomething ſo ſingularly 
his own; that no Painter could have diſtinguiſrd 
them more by their Features, than the Poet has 
by their Manners. Nothing can be more exact 
| than the Diſtinctions he has obſerv'd in the diffe- 
if rent degrees of Virtues and Vices The ingle 

Quality of Courage is wonderfully diverſifyd in 
1 the ſeveral Characters of the Iliad. That of 
if Achilles is furious and intractable; that of Diomede 
| forward, yet (liſtening to Advice and ſubject to 


Dommand: We ſee in Ajax an heavy anch falk 
[ BH conſidering Valour, in Hector an active _—_— 
1 lant one: The Courage of Agamemnon is iniſpi- 
5 rited by Love of Empire and Ambition, that of 
1 — — X d with Softneſs and Tenderneſs for 
ft His People: We find in Idomeneus a plain direct 
x —_— in Sar pedon à gallant and generous" one. 
4 Nor is this Judicious and aſtoniſhing Diverlity 0 


3. | ; 
8 Ca. Ty * be 
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be found only in the principal Quality which con- 
ſtitutes the Main of each Character, but even in 
the Under-parts of it, to which he takes care to 
give a Tincture of that principal one. For Ex- 
ample, the main Characters of Ulyſſes and Neftor 
conſiſt in Wiſdom, and they are diſtinct in this; 
the Wiſdom of one is artificial and various, of the 
other natural, open, and regular. But they have, 
beſides, Characters of Courage ; and this Quality 
alſo takes a different Turn in cach from the dif- 
ference of his Prudence : For one. in the War de- 
pends ſtill upon Caution, the other upon Expe- 

|  Tieuce. It would be endleſs to produce Inſtances 
of theſe Kinds. The Characters of Virgil are far 
ay ſtriking us in this open manner; they lie in 
great degree hidden and undiſtinguiſh'd, and 
hs they are mark d molt evidently, affect us 
not in proportion to thoſe of Hamer. His Cha- 
racters of Valour are much alike; even that of 
Turnus ſeems no way peculiar but as it is in a 
ſuperior degree; and we ſee nothing that diffe- 
rences the Courage of Mueſtheus from that of Ser- 
geſthut, Cloanthus, or the reſt. In like manner it 
may be remark'd of Statins's Heroes, that an Air 
of Impetuoſity runs thro them all; the ſame hor- 
rid and ſavage, Courage appears in his. Capaneus, 
Tydeus, Hippomedon, &c. They. have a Parity of 
Character which makes them F246 Brothers of one 
F amily. I believe when the Reader is led into 
this Track of Reflection, if he will purfue it through 
the A and Tragic Writers, he will be convinced 

D | 


how 
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hom infinitely ſaperior in this Foint the Invention 

of Homer was to that of all others. 
The Speeches ate to be conſider d as they flow 

from the Characters, being perfect or defective 


as they agree or diſagree with the Manners of 
thoſe who utter them. As there 1s more variety 


of Characters in the Iliad, fo there is of Speeches, 
than in any other Poem. Every thing in 2 has 
Muuners (as Ariftotle expreſſes 1t) that xs, eve 
thing is aRed or ſpoken. It is hardly credible 
in a Work of fuch length, how ſmall a a N umber 
of Lines are employ'd in Narration. In Virgil 
the Dramatic Part is leſs in proportion to the 
Narrative; and the Speeches often conſiſt of ge- 
neral Reflections or Thoughts, which might be 
equally juſt in any Perſon's Mouth upon the ſame 
Occaſion; As many of his Perſons have no ap- 
parent Characters, ſo many of his Speeches eſcape 
being apply 'd and jud gd by the Rule of Propriety. 
We finds think Gr the Ache himſelf when we 
read Virgil, than when we are engag'd in Homer: 
All which' are the Effects of a colder Invention, 
that intefeſts us leſs in the Action deferib'd : Homer 
makes us Heaters, and Virgil lea ves us Readers. 
Ik in the next place we take a View of che 
Semimente, the ſame preſiding Faculty is eminent 
in the Sublitnty and Spirit ef his Thoughts. 
Longinut has given his Opinion, that it ws in 
this Part Homer principally encelld. What 
were alone ſufficient to prove the Grandeur and 
Exccllehier of His" Sentiments in general, is that 


ye they 
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they have ſo remarkable a Parity with thoſs-of 
the Scripture: Duport, in his Guomologia Houprica 
has collected innumerable Inſtances of this fort, 
And it is wich Juſtice an excellent modern Writer 
allows, that if Virgil has not fo many Thoughts 
that are low and vulgar, he has not fo'many 
that are ſublime and noble; and that the Ronan 
Author ſeldom riſes into very aſtomfhing Senti- 
ments where he is not fired by the 7lrad, 
If we obſerve his Deſcriptiuns, lanage c, und Si. 
miles, we ſhall find the Invention till predomi- 
nant. To what elſe can we aſeribe that vaſt 
Comprehenſion of Images of every ſort, where 
we ſee each Circummſtance and Individual of Na- 
ture ſummon'd together by the Extent and Fe- 
cundity of his Imagination; to whibh all things, 
in their various Views, preſerited themſelves in 
an Inſtant, andbhad their Impreſſions taken off 
to Perfection at a Heat? Nay, he not only gives 
us che full Proſpects of Things, but ſeveraſ un- 
expected Peculiarities and Side - Views, unobſerv'd 
by any Painter but Homer. Nothing is ſo ſur- 
Prizing as the Deſcriptions of his Battels, which 

take up no leſs than half the Thad,” und are ſup- 
ply'd witk fo vaſt a Variety of Incidents, that no 
one bears a Likeneſs to another; ſuch different 
Kinds of Deaths, that no two Heroes dre wounded 
in the ſame manner; and ſuch a Profulion of no- 
ble Ideas, that every Battel riſes above the laſt in 
Grea 0 „Hoerror, and Oenfaſion. It is certain 
there is not near that Number of Images and 
©; OST STOM Veſcrip- 
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. R E R A C E 
ons in any! Epic Poet; tho every one 
has aſſiſted himſelf with a great Quantity out of 
him: And it is evident of Virgil eſpecially, that 
he has ſcarce any Compariſons which are voc 
drawn; from his Maſter. 

If we deſcend from hence to the Hh flow, we 


ſee the bright Imagination of Homer ſhining out 
r the moſt enliven d Forms of it. We — ee 


34 him the Father of Poetical Diction, the 


who taught that Languag e F the Gods to 
Men. His 3 is like the colouring of 
ſome great Maſters, which diſcovers itſelf to be 
laid on boldly, and executed with Rapidity. It 
is indeed the ſtrangeſt and moſt glowing imagi- 
nable, and touched with the greateſt Spirit. 
Ariſtotle had reaſon to ſay, He was the only 
Poet who had found out Living Mord; there are 
in him more daring Figures and Metaphors than 
in any good Author whatever. An Arrow is 
impatient to be on the Wing, a W. eapon zhirfts to 
drink the Blood of an Enemy, and the like. Vet 
his Expreſſion is never too big for the c but 
juſtly great in proportion toit: Tis the Senti- 
ment that {wells and ffills out the Diction, which 
riſes with it, and forms itſelf about it. For in 
the ſame degree that a Thought is warmer, an 
Expreſſion will be brighter; and as That is more 
ſtrong, This will become more perſpicuous: : Like 
Glaſs in the Furnace which grows to a greater 
Magnitude, and | xefines to a, greater Clearnels, 


only as the Breath! within is more powerful, and 


the Heat more intenſe. * To 


PREFACE 


To throw his Language more out of Proſe, 
Homer ſeems to have affected the Cumpound- Epi- 
thets. This was a ſort of Compoſition peculiarly 
roper to P not only as it heighten'd the 
D; Zion — it aſſiſted and fillꝰd che Numbers 
with greater Sound and Pomp, and likewiſe con- 
duced. m ſome meaſure to thicken the Images. On 
this laſt Confideration I cannot but — theſe 
to the Fruitfulneſs of his Invention, ſince (as he 
has manag' d them) they are a+ ſort of ſupernu- 
merary Pictures of the Perſons or Things they 
are join'd to. We ſee the Motion of Heftor's 
Plumes in the Epithet Kogwlalores,, the Landſcape of 
Mount Neritus in that of ' Eiveriquaac;, and 15 of 
others; which particular Images could not have 
deen inſiſted upon ſo long as to expreſs them in 
a Deſcription (tho but of a ſingle Line) without 
diverting the Reader too much from the prin- 
cipal Action or Fi . As a Metaphor is a 
ſhort Simile, one of theſe Epithets is a kon 
Deſcription. 7 2 
Laſtly, if we ndl res Ve eg we ſhall 


5 be ſenſible what a Share of Praiſe is due to his 


Invention in that alſu He was not fatisfy'd 
with his Language as he found it ſettled in any 
one Part of Grrece, but ſearch'd thro its differ- 
ing Dialect with this particular View, to beau- 
tify and perfect his Numbers: He conſider d 
theſe as they had a greater Mixture of Vowels 
or — and accordingly employ d them 
as he Verſe requir'd — greater Smoothneſs 

or 


eſs to run along 


Huaſe of Ituliun Ot 
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ar Sttengtn. What he moſt. affected was the 
Jani, Wich has a peculiar Sweetnefs from its 
neuer uſimg Contractions, and from its Cuſtom of 
ol tingxbe Diphthongs into two Syllables; fo as 
to make the Wards open themſelves with a more 
ding and fonorous Fluency. With this he 
mingled the Hit Contractions, the broader Doric, 
aud the feebler: Mola, which often rejects its 
ite, or takes off its Accent; and compleated 
this Varicty by altering ſome Letters with the 
Licenſe: of Hoetry, Thus his Meafures, inſtead of 
beirig Fetters to hi Senſe, wert always in readi- 
with the Warmth of his Rap- 
ture and even ta give i fartherRopreſentation of 
his Notiont in the Correfſ of their Sounds 
to what; they ſignifysd. Out of alb theſe! he has 
deriw'd than ua, which fakes us corifeſs he 
had not only the ficheſt Head, but the fineſt Ear 
in the World. This is ſo grtatua Trith, that 
whoever will but cunfult the Pune of his Verſes 
even without underſtanding them (with the ſame 
ſort of Diligence as we daily; ſee practis d in the 
gern 1) will find more Sweetneſs, 
Variety} and Majeſty of Soundh than in an 
other oi qr Poetry. Then Beautyitbf his 
Numbers is albw'd by the Critcks to br copied 
but faintlyu by / Helo] himſelf, tho! they are ſo 
juſt Lea it :ts/the/Naturd»of -therLatrhe 
Tongue. Indeed the1Greok hashſolne Advantages 
both frönblthe naturub nad of its Fords, and 
the n — which agree 


"1 with 
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with the Genius af no other Language. Hir gil 
was very ſtnſible of this, and uſed 3 


guage to 9 — — it was capable of, and 

i particular never fail'd to bring the Sound of 
his Line to a beautiful Agreement with its Senfe. 
If the Greciu Poet has not been ſo frequently ce- 
lebrated on this Accorint as the | Raman, the only 
reaſon is, that fewer riticks have underſtood one 


Language than the other. Dinyſus uf Halicar- 


naſſus has pointed out many of our Author's Beau- 


ties in this Ain in his L reatiſe of the Compoſition 
of Words, and others will be taken notice of in 
the: Courſe:of the Notes. It ſuffices at pteſent to 
obſerve of his Numbers; that they [flow with ſo 
much caſe, as to make one imagine Homer had 
no other care than to tranſoribe as faſt as the 
Muſet dictated; and at the ſame time with ſo 
much Force and ing Vigor, that they 
awaken and raiſe ud . the) Soundofla: Trumpet. 
They roll along as a plentifub Niver, abways in 
motion, and alway l, while we are born away 
by a Tide of Verity) the maſt rapid, and y 1 
molt ſmooth 1 ble! / VA e fi 13 £136 
Thus on whatever: ſide We contemplate Haba 
whtatopaticipnllp ſtrikes us is his Indemion. It is 
that which: forms the Character | of .each/ Part of 
his Work; and accordingly we find it to fa ve 
made his Fable more extenfeve and cle⁴ννν&x chan 
any other, his Manners more hv and: 


11 his Specches moe aſſecling and — 


Diligence in working up a more intraftable Lan: 
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his Sentiments more warm and ſublime, his Ima- 


ges and Deſcriptions more full and animated, 
his Expreſſion more raid and daring,” and his 
Numbers more rapid and various. I hope in 
what has been ſaid of Virgil with regard to any 
of theſe Heads, I have no way derogated from 
his Character. Nothing is more abſurd or end- 
leſs, than the common Method of comparing 
eminent Writers by an Oppoſition of particular 
Paſſages in them, and forming a Judgment 
from thence of their Merit upon the whole. We 
ought to have a certain Knowledge of the prin- 
cipal Character and diſtinguiſhing Excellence of 
each: It is in that we are to conſider him, and 
in proportion to his Degree in that we are to ad- 
mire him. No Author or Man ever excell'd all 
the World in more than one Faculty, and as 


Homer has done this in Invention, Virgil has in 


ſudgment. Not that we are to think Homer 
wanted Judgment, becauſe Virgil had it in a 
more eminent degree; or that Virgil wanted In- 
vention, becauſe Homer poſſeſt a larger ſhare of 
it: Each of theſe great Authors had more of 
both than perhaps any Man beſides, and are only 
ſaid to have leſs in Compariſon with one ano- 
ther. Homer was the greater Genius, Virgil the 
better Artiſt. In one we moſt admire the Man, 
in the other the Wort. Homer hurries and tranſ- 
ts us with a commanding Impetuoſity, Virgil 
eads us with an attractive Majeſty: Homer 
ſcatters with a generous Profuſion, Firgil * 
3111 | with _ 
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with a careful Magnificence: Homer, like the Nile, 
urs out his Riches with a ſudden Overflow; 
Fg like a River in its Banks, with a gentle 
and conſtant Stream. When we behold their 
Battels, methinks the two Poets reſemble the He- 
roes they celebrate: Homer, boundleſs and irreſi- 
ſtible as 1 bears all before him, and ſhines 
more and more as the Tumult increaſes; Vi ire, 
calmly daring like Mnueas, appears undiſturb d' in 
the midſt of the Action, difpoſes all about him, 
and conquers with Tranquility: And when we 
look upon their Machines, Humer ſeems like his 
own Jupiter in his Terrors, ſhaking Olympus, ſcat- 
tering the Lightnings, and firing the Heavens; 
Vire 7 like the fame Power in his Benevolence, 
enn with the Gods, laying Plans for Em- 
pires, and regularly ordering his whole Creation. 
But after all, it is with great Parts as with: 
great Virtues, they naturally border on ſome Im- 
perfection; and it is often hard to diſtinguiſſi 
exactly where the Virtue ends, or the Fault be- 
gins. As Prudence may ſometimes ſink to Suſ- 
picion, ſo may à great judgment decline to 
Coldneſs; and as Magnanimity may run up to 
Profuſion or Extravagance, ſo may a great Inven- 
tion to Redundancy or Wildneſs. If we look 
Homer in this View, we ſhall perceive the 
e Ohjectiont againſt him to proceed from o 
noble a Cauſe as the Exceſs of this Faculty. 
Among theſe-we may reckon ſome of his Mar 
Nene FHicliant, upon e much * 
as 
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hes been ſpent as ſurpaſſing all the Bounds of 
Probability. Perhaps it may be with great and 


ſuperior Souls as wich gigantick Bodlies, which ex- 
exting themſelves with unuſual Strength, exceed 
what is commonly thought the due Proportion 
of Parts, to become Miracles in the whole; and 
like the old Heroes of that Make, commit ſome- 
thing near Extravagance amidſt a Series of glo- 
rious and inimitable Performances. Thus Homer 
has his fprakevws Horſes, and Virgil his Myrtles 
Ai li Blood, without fa much as contriving 
the caly Intervention of a Deity to fave the 
It is wing to: the ſame vaſt Invention that 
his miles have been thought too exuberant 
ability to conſine itſalf to that ſingle Circtim- 
ſtance upon which the Compariſon is grounded: 
It m ant into Embelliſhments of additional 
Iwuages, which however are ſo manag'd as not to 
oer power the main one. His Similes are like 
Pictures, where the e has not only 
but ia alſo ſet off with occaſional Ornaments and 
Pa . _ will _ for his man- 
ner ot ing 2 Number of mpariſ iſons 2 
mer in one Breath, when his Fancy — 
him at once ſo many various and correſpondent 


Images. The Reader will eaſihy extend this Ob- 
ſervation) to more Obydtions of the ſame kind. 
1 N 


801 3 | 


FREAAGCE 


If there are others which ſeem rather to charge 
kim with a Defect or Narrowneſs of Genius, than 
an Exceſs of it ; thoſe ſeeming Defects will be 
found upon Examination to proceed wholly from 
the Nature of the Times he 12 in. Such are 
his groſſer Repreſentations of the Gods, and the 
vicious and # Manners of his Heroes, 
which will be treated of in the followi lte 
But T muſt here ſpeak a word of the 
it is a Point generally carry'd into Extreams both 
by the Cenfurers — Defenders of Homer, It 
muſt be a ſtrange Partiality to Antiquity to think 
with Madam Daci Dacier, « that i thoſe Times and Man. 
4 ners are ſo much the more excellent, as they ate 
« more contrary to ours.” Who can be ſo pre 
diced in their Favour as to magnify the Felicity 
of thoſe Ages, when a Spirit of Revenge and 
Cruelty ragn'd thro the World, when no 
was 3 but for the ſake of Lacre, when the 

reateft Princes were pet to the Sword; and cheir 
Wives and Dau made Slaves and Conner 
bines? On the other fide I would not be fo deli- 


cate; as thoſe modern Criticks; who are fhock'4 at 


the ſervile Offices and mean HFapleyments iti 
which we ſometimes fee the Heroes af Hane en. 
gag d. There is a Pleaſant in taking 4 view of 
that Simplicity in Oppoſimon to the Luxury of 

g Ages; in beholding Monarchs wi 


ther AR AR tending thar Fhocks, ann 


1 


— ee ad s Monty, the third Rart of: rhe EH 
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Princeſles 
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Princeſſes drawing Water from the Springs. When 
we read Homer, we ought to reflect that we are 
reading the moſt ancient Author in the Heathen 
World; and thoſe who conſider him in this 
Light, will double their Pleaſure in the Peruſal 
of him. Let them think they are growing ac- 
quainted with Nations and People. that. are now 
no more; that they are ſtepping almoſt three 
- thouſand Years backward into the remoteſt An- 
tiquity, and entertaining themſelves with a2 
clear and ſurprizing Viſion of Things no where 
elſe to be found, and the only authentick Picture 
of that ancient World. By this means alone 
their greateſt Obſtacles will vaniſh; and what 
uſually creates their Diſhke, will become a Sa- 
ion „ II ft DS! 
This Conſideration may farther ſerve to an- 
{wer for the conſtant. Uſe of the ſame Ep:thers 
to his Gods and Heroes, ſuch as the far-darting 
Phoebus, the blue-eyd Pallas, the  fwift-footed 
Achilles, &c. which ſome have cenſured as im- 
pertinent and tediouſly repeated. Thoſe of the 
Gods depended upon the Powers and Offices then 
believ'd to belong to them, and had contracted 
a Weight and Veneration from the Rites and ſo- 
lemn Devotions in which they were us d: They 
were a ſort of Attributes that it was a Matter 
of Religion to ſalute them with on all Occaſions, 
and an Irreverence to omit. As for the Epithets 
of great Men, Monſ. Boileau is of Opinion; that 
they were in the Nature of Surnames, and re- 


i peated 


peated as ſuch; for the Greeks having no Names 
derivd from their Fathers, were oblig'd when 
they mention'd any one to add ſome other. Di- 
ſtinction; either naming his Parents expreſsly, or 
his Place of Birth, Profeſſion, or the like: As 
Alexander Son of Philip, Herodotus of Halicar- 
naſſus, Diogenes the Cynic, &c. Homer therefore 
complying with the Cuſtom of his Countrey , 
us d ſuch diſtinctive Additions as better agreed 
with Poetry. And indeed we have ſomething 
parallel to theſe in modern Times, ſuch as the 
Names of Harold Harefoot, Edmund Iron- 
fide, Edward Long-ſhanks, Edward the black 
Prince, &c. If yet this be thought to account 
better for the Propriety than for the Repetition, 
I ſhall add a farther Conjecture. Heæſiod dividing 
the World into its Ages, has plac'd a fourth Age 
between the Brazen and the Iron one, of Heroes 
diſtinct from other Men, a divine Race, who fought 
at Thebes and Troy, are called Demi-Gods, and 
live by the Care of Jupiter in the Iſlands of the 
Bleſſed *. Now among the divine Honours which 
were paid them, they might have this alſo in 
common with the Gods, not to be mention'd 
without the Solemnity of an Epithet, and ſuch 
as might be acceptable to them by its celebrating 
their Families, Actions, or Qualities. 
What other Cavils have been rais'd againſt 
Homer are ſuch as hardly deſerve a Reply, but 


/ * Heſiod, Jh. 1. V. Ifſ, Kc. 
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wall yet be taken notice of as they occur in the 
Courſe of the Work. Many have been occaſjon'd 
by an injudicious Endeavour to exalt Virgil; 
which is much the ſame, as if one ſhould think 
to praiſe the Superſtructure by undermining the 
Foundation: One would imagine by the whole 
Coarſe of their Parallels, that theſe Criticks never 
ſo much as heard of Homer's having written firſt ; 


2 Conſideration which whoever compares theſe 


two Poets ought to have always in his Eye. 
Some accuſe him for the ſame things which they 
overlook or praiſe in the other; as when they 
prefer the Fable and Moral of the -#xezs to thoſe 
of the Thad, for the fame Reaſons which might 
ſet the Odyſſes above the Meist: as that the He- 
roe is a wiſer Man ; and the Action of the one more 
beneficial to his Countrey than that of the other: 
Or elſe they blame him for not doing what he 
never deſign'd; as becauſe Achilles is not as good 
and perſect a Prince as Maueas, when the very 
Moral of his Poem requir'd a contrary Character. 


It is thus that 'Rapin judges in his Compariſon of 


Homer and Virgil. Others ſelect thoſe particular 
Paſſages of Homer which are not fo labour d as 
ſome that Virgil drew out of them: This is the 
whole Management of Scaliger in his Poetices. 
Others quarrel with what they take for low and 
mean Expreſſions, ſometimes thro' a falſe Deli- 

cacy and Refinement, oftner from an Ignorance = 
of the Graces of the Original; and then tri- 

umph in the Aukwardneſs of their own Tranſ- 


3 lations. 


NI 4 

lations. This is the Conduct of Perault in his 
Parallels. Laſtly, there are others, who pretend- 
ing to a fairer Proceeding, diſtinguiſh between 
the perſonal Merit of Homer, and that of his Vorꝶ; 
but when they come to aſſign the Cauſes of the 
great Reputation of the 7had, they found it upon 
the Ignorance of his Times, and the Prejudice of 
thoſe that followed. And in ing of this 
Principle, they make thofe Accidents (ſuch as the 
Contention of the Cities, &c.) to be the Cauſes of 
his Fame, which were in Reality the Conſequences 
of his Merit. The fame might as well be ſaid 
of Virgil, or any great Author, whoſe general 
Character will infallibly raiſe many caſual Ad- 
ditions to their Reputation. This. is the Method 
of Monſ. de la Motte; who yet confeſſes upon 
the whole, that in whatever Age Homer had liv'd 
he mult have been the greateſt Poet of his Na- 
tion, and that he may be ſaid in this Senſe to be 
the Maſter even of thoſe who furpaſsd him. 
In all theſe Objections we ſee nothing that 
contradicts his Title to the Honour of the chief 
Invention ; and as long as this (which is indeed 
the Characteriſtic of Poetry itfelf ) remains une- 
qual'd by his Followers, he ſtill continues ſuperior 
to them. A cooler Judgment may commit fewer 
Faults, and be more approv'd-in the Eyes of One 
Sort of Criticks : but that Warmth of Fancy will 
carry the loudeſt and moſt. univerſal Applauſes 
which holds the Heart of a Reader under the 
ſtrongeſt Enchantment. Homer not only * 
. the 
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the Inventor of Poetry, but excells all the Inven- 


tors of other Arts in this, that he has ſwallow'd 


up, the Honour of thoſe who ſucceeded him. 
What he has done admitted no Encreaſe, it on- 
leſt room for Contraction or Regu lation. He 
e d all the Stretch of Fancy at once; and if he 
has fail'd in ſome of his Flights, it 8 but be- 
cauſe he attempted every thing. A Work of this 
kind ſeems like a mighty Tree which riſes from 
the moſt vigorous Seed, is im 23 d wih Induſtry, 
flouriſhes, and produces the fineſt Fruit; Nature 
and Art have — d to raiſe it; Pleaſure and 
Profit join d to make it valuable: and they who 
find the juſteſt Faults, have only ſaid, that a few 
LIP? (which run luxuriant thro a Richneſs 


of Nature) might be lopp'd into Form to give 


it a more regular Appearance. 


es now ſpoken of the Beauties and De- 
fects of the Original, it remains to treat of the 
Tranſlation, with the ſame View to the chief 
„ As far as that is ſeen in the main 
Parts of the Poem, ſuch as the Fable, Manners, and 
Sentiments, no Tranſlator can pre judice it but. by 
wilful Omiſlions or Contractions. As it alſo 
breaks out in every particular Image, Deſcription, 
and Simile; whoever leſſens or too much ſoftens 
thoſe, takes off from this chief Character. It is 
the firſt grand Duty of an Interpreter to give 
his 464 entire and unmaim'd ;. and for the 
reſt, the Diction and V, erſification only are his 


Proper 
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proper Province; ſince theſe muſt be his own, but 
the others he is to take as he finds them. — 
It ſhould then be conſider d what Methods may 
afford ſome Equivalent in our Language for the 
Graces of theſe in the Greek. It is certain no literal 
Tranſlation can be. juſt to an excellent Original 
in a ſuperior Language: but it is a great Mi- 
ſtake to imagine (as many have done) that a 
raſh Paraphraſe can make amends for this ge- 
neral Defect; which is no leſs in danger to loſe 
the Spirit of an Ancient, by deviating into the 
modern Manners of Expreſſion. If there be ſome- 
times a Darkneſs, there is often a Light in Anti- 
uity, which nothing better preſerves than a Ver- 
— almoſt literal I know no Liberties one ought 
to take, but thoſe which are neceſſary for tranſ- 
fuſing the Spirit of the Original, and ſupporting 
the Poetical Style of the Tranſlation: and J will 
venture to ſay, there have not been more Men 
miſled in former times by a ſervile dull Adhe- 
rence to the Letter, have been deluded in 
ours by a chimerical inſolent Hope of raiſing 
and improving their Author; It is not to be 
doubted that the Fire of the Poem is what a 
Tranſlator ſhould principally regard, as it is moſt 
likely to expire in his managing: However it is 
his ſafeſt way to be content with preſerving this 
to his utmoſt in the Whole, without endeavouring 
to be more than he finds his Author is, in any 
particular Place. Tis a great Secret in Writing 
to know when to be — when * 
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and figurative; and: it is what Homer will teach 
us if we will but follow modeſtly in his Foot- 
ſteps. Where his Diction is bold and lofty, let us 


raiſe ours as high as we can; but where his is 


ain and humble, we ought not to be deterr'd 
rom imitating him by the fear of incurring the 
Cenſure of a meer Eugliſb Critick. Nothing that 
belongs to Homer ſeems to have been more com- 
monly miſtaken than the juſt Pitch of his Style : 
Some of his Tranſlators having ſwell'd into Fuſ- 
tian in a proud Confidence of the Sublime; others 
ſunk into Flatneſs in a cold and timorous Notion 
of Simplicity. Methinks I ſee theſe different Fol- 
lowers of Homer, ſome ſweating and ſtraining 
after him by violent Leaps and Bounds, (the cer- 
tain Signs of falſe Mettle) others ſlowly and ſer- 
vilely creeping in his Train, while the Poet him- 
{elf is all the time proceeding with an unaffected 


and equal Majeſty before them. However of the 


two Extreams one could ſooner pardon Frenzy 


than Frigidity : No Author is to be envy'd for 


ſuch Commendations as he may gain by that Cha- 


racter of Style, which his Friends muſt agree 


together to call Simplicity, and the reſt of the 
World will call Dulneſs. There is a graceful and 
dignify'd Simplicity, as well as a bald and ſordid 
one, which differ as much from each other as 
the Air of a plain Man from that of a Hoden: 
"Ts one thing to be tricked up, and another not to 
be dreſs'd at all. Simplicity is the Mean between 
Oſtentation and Ruſticity, Homer Orr 


This 
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This and noble Simplicity i is no where 
in ſuch Perfection as in the Scripture and our 
Ann One may affirm with all reſpect to the 
inſpired Writings, that the Divine Spirit made 
uſe of no other Words but what were intelligi- | 
ble and common to Men at that Time, and in 


that Part of the World; and as Homer is the Au- 


thor neareſt to thoſe, his Style muſt of courſe 
bear a greater Reſemblance to the ſacred Books 
than that of any other Writer. This Confidera- 
tion (together with what has been obſerv d of the 
Parity 4 ſome of his Thoughts) may eee 
induce a Tranſlator on the one hand to 

into ſeveral of thoſe general Phraſes and 

ners of Expreſſion, which have attain d a Vene. 
ration even in our Language from their uſe in 
the Old Teſtament; as on the other, to avoid 
thoſe which have been appropriated to the Divi- 
nity, and in a manner conſign d to Myſtery and 
Religion. 

For a farther Peckirottinh of this Air of Sim- 
plicity, a Care ſhould be taken to ex- 
preſs with all Plainneſs thoſe Moral-Sentences and 
Proverbial Speeches which are ſo numerous in this 
Poet. They have ſomething Venerable, and as 
I may ſay Oracular, in that unadorn'd Gravity 
and Shortneſs with which they are dehver'd : 
Grace which would be utterly loſt by dts 
vouring to give them what we call a more in- 
genious een _. 4 „ * 


Paraphraſe. 
I Perhaps 
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Perhaps the Mixture of ſome Græciſins and old 
Words after the manner of Milton, if done with- 
out too much Affectation, might not have an ill 
Effect in a Verſion of this particular Work, which 
molt of any other ſeems: to require a venerable 
Antique Caſt. But certainly the uſe of modern 
Terms of War and Government, ſuch as Platoon, 


Campagne, Junto, or the like (which ſome of his 


Tranſlators have fallen into) cannot be allow- 
able; thoſe only excepted, without which it is 
impoſſ ble to treat the Subjects in any living 
Language. 

* There are two Peculiarities in Homer's Diction 
that are a ſort of Marks or Moles, by which every 
common Eye diſtinguiſhes. him at firſt ſight: 
Thoſe who are not his greateſt Admirers Jook 
upon them as Defects, and thoſe who are. ſeem 
pleaſed with them as Beauties. I ſpeak of his 
Cumpound-Epithets and of his Repetitions. Many 
of the former cannot be done literally into Engliſh 


without, deſtroying the Purity of our Language. 


I believe ſuch ſhould be retain'd as ſlide eaſily 


of themſelves into an  Engliſh:Compound , without 
Violence to the Ear or to the recerv'd Rules of 


Compoſition; as well as. thoſe which have re- 


ceivd a Sanction from the Authority of our beſt 
Poets, and are become familiar yaa their uſe of 
them ; ſuch as the Cloud. compelling Fove, Sc. As 
for the reſt, whenever any can be as fully and 
ſignificantly expreſt in a ſingle word as in a com- 
eee. one, the Courſe to be taken is obvious. 


Some 
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Some that cannot be ſo turn d as to preferve their 

full Image by one or two Words, may have 

ſtice done them by Circumlocutiom; as the Epi- 
thet 507/Cv2%;: to a Mountain would appear little. 
or iidiculous tranſlated literally Leaf-ſbaſimg, but 
_ affords 4 majeſtic Idea in the Per:phrafer : The 
ty Mountams ſhakes his waving Woods, Others 
that admit of differing Significations, may re- 
ceive an Advantage by a judicious Variation ac- 
cording to the Occaſions on which they are in- 
troduc d. For Example, the Epathet of 
#18205, Or far-fbooting, is capable of two Explica- 
tions; one literal in reſpect of the Darts and 
Bow, the Enſigns of that God; the other allego- 
rical with regard to the Rays of the Sun: There- 
fore in ſuch Places where Apollo is repreſented as 
a God in Perſon, I would uſe the former Inter- 
pretation, and where the Effects of the Sun are 
deſcrib'd, I would make choice of the latter. 
Upon the whole, it will be neceſſary to avoid 
that perpetual Repetition of the ſame Epithets 
which we find in Homer, and which, tho? it might 
be accommodated (as has been already thewn) to 
the Ear of thoſe Times, is by no means fo to ours: 
But one may wait for Opportunities of placing 
them, where they derive an additional Beauty 
from the Occaſions on which they are employed; 
and in doing this properly, a Tranſlator may at 

once ſnew his Fancy and his Judgment. 5 
As for Homer's Repetitions ; we may divide 
them into three ſorts; of whole Narrations and 
I Speeches, 
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Speeches, of ſingle Sentences, and of one Verſe or 
Hemiſtich. I hope it is not impoſſible to have 
ſuch a Regard to theſe, as neither to loſe ſo known 
4a Mark of the Author on the one hand, nor to 
offend the Reader too much on the other. The 
Repetition is not ungraceful in thoſe Speeches 
where the Dignity of the Speaker renders it a ſort 
of Inſolence to alter his Words; as in the Meſſa- 
ges from Gods to Men, or from higher Powers 
to Inferiors in Concerns of State, or where the 
Ceremonial of Religion ſeems to require it, in the 
ſolemn Forms of Prayers, Oaths, or the like. In 
other Caſes, I believe the beſt Rule is to be guided 
by the Nearneſs, or Diſtance, at which the Repe- 
titions are plac'd in the Original: When they 
follow too cloſe one may vary the Expreſſion, 
but it is a Queſtion whether a profeſs'd Tranſla- 
tor be authorized to omit any: If they be tedi- 

ous, the Author is to anſwer for it. | 
It only remains to ſpeak of the Ver ſiſication. 
Homer (as has been ſaid) is perpetually applying 
the Sound to the Senſe, and varying it on every 
new Subject. This is indeed one of the moſt ex- 
_ Beauties of Poetry, and attainable by very 
ew: I know only of Homer eminent for it in the 
Greek, and Virgil in Latine. I am ſenſible it is 
what may ſometimes happen by Chance, when a 
Writer is warm, and fully poſſeſt of his Image: 
however it may be reaſonably believed they de- 
ſign'd this, in whoſe Verſe it ſo manifeſtly ap- 
pears in a ſuperior degree to all others. Few 
0 4 Readers 


A 
Readers have the Ear to be Judges of it; but 
thoſe who have will ſee I have endeavour d at 
this Beauty. 

Upon the whole, 1 muſt confeſs my ſelf ut⸗ 
terly incapable of doing Juſtice to Homer. I at- 
tempt him in no other Hope but that which one 
may entertain without much Vanity, of giving a 
more tolerable Copy of him than any entire Tranſ- 
lation in Verſe has yet done. We have only thoſe 
of Chapman, Hobbes, and Ogilby. Chapman has ta- 
ken the Advantage of an immeaſurable Length of 
Verſe, notwithſtanding which there -is ſcarce any 
Paraphraſe more looſe and rambling than his. He 
has frequent Interpolations of four or fix Lines, 
and I remember one in the thirteenth Book of the 
Odyſſes, ver. 312. where he has ſpun twenty Verſes 
out of two. He is often miſtaken in ſo bold a 
manner, that one might think he deviated on 
purpoſe, if he did not in other Places of his Notes 
inſiſt ſo much upon Verbal Trifles. He appears 
to have had a ſtrong Affectation of extracting 
new Meanings out of his Author, inſomuch as to 

romiſe in his Rhyming Preface, a Poem of the 
yſteries he had revealed in Homer; and perhaps 
he endeavoured to {train the obvious Senſe to this 
End. His Expreſſion is involved in Fuſtian, a 
Fault for which he was „ in his Original 
Writings, as in the Tragedy of Buſſ d Amborſe, &c. 
In a word, the Nature 1 the Man may account 


for his whole Performance; for he appears from 
his Preface and Remarks to have been of an ar- 
| rogant 
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rogant Turn; and at Enthuſiaſt in Poetry. His 
Swen Boaſt ef havinig' finiſh'd half the Fad in 
leſs than fifteen Weeks, ſhews with what Negli- 
gence his Verfiom was performed. But that Which 
1s to be allowed Him, and Which very mach contri- 
duted eb cover his Defedts, is + daring flery Spirit 
thi atnmates his Tatiflation, which is ſomething 
Hike what ene right imagine Homer himſelf would 
Have writ before he artiv'd to Years of Diſcretion. 
Hobbes has given us & correct Explanation of the 
Lenſe in general, but for Particulars and Cireum- 
ſtances he contitivally lopps them, and often omits 
the moſt beautiful. As for its being eſteem d a 
dofe Tranſlation, I doubt not many have been 
led into that Error by the Shortneſs of it, which 
proceeds not from his following the Original Line 
Y Tine, hut from the Contfactions above men- 
flonkd: He ſometimes omits whole Similes and 
Sentences, and is now and then guilty of Mi- 
ſtakes: whith to Writer of his Learning could 
have fallen into, but thro' Careleſneſs, His Poe- 
try, as well as Ogithy s, is too mean for Criticiſm. 
It is a great Loſs to the Poetical World that 
Mr. Dryden did not live to tranſlate the Ziad. He 
has left us only the firſt Book and a ſmall Part 
of the ſixth; in which if he has in ſome Places 
tot truly interpreted the Senſe, or preſerved the 
Antiquities, it ought to be excuſed on account of 
the Haſte he was obliged to write in. He ſeems 
to have had too much Regard to Chapman, whoſe 
Words he fometimes copies, and has unhappily 
pp follow'd 
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follow'd him in Paſſages where he wanders from 
the Original. However had he tranſlated the 
whole Work, I would no more have attempted 
Homer after him than Virgil, his Verſion of whom 
(notwithſtanding ſome human Errors) is the moſt 
noble and ſpirited Tranſlation I know in any Lan- 
guage. But the Fate of great Genius's is like 
that of great Miniſters, tho' they are confeſſedly 
the firſt in the Commonwealth of Letters, they 
muſt be envy d and calumniated only for being 

a | 
That which in my Opinion ought to be the 
Endeavour of any one who tranſlates Homer, is 
above all things to keep alive that Spirit and Fire 
which makes his chief Character. In particular 
Places, where the Senſe can bear any Doubt, to 
follow the ſtrongeſt and moſt Poetical, as moſt 
agreeing with that Character. To copy him in 
all the Variations of his Style, and the different 
Modulations of his Numbers. To preſerve in 
the more active or deſcriptive Parts, a Warmth 
and Elevation ; in the more ſedate or narrative, 
a Plainneſs and Solemnity; in the Speeches a Ful- 
neſs and Perſpicuity; in the Sentences a Shortneſs 
and Gravity. Not to neglect even the little 
Figures and Turns on the Words, nor ſome- 
times the very Caſt of the Periods. Neither 
to omit or confound any Rites or Cuſtoms of 
Antiquity. Perhaps too he ought to include the 
whole in a ſhorter Compaſs, than has hitherto 
been done by any Tranſlator who has tolerably 
0 preſerved 
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preſerved either the Senſe or Poetry. What 1 


would farther recommend to him, is to ſtudy his 
Author rather from his own Text than from any 
Commentaries, how learned ſoever, or whatever 
Figure they make in the Eſtimation of the World. 
To conſider him attentively in Compariſon with 
Virgil above all the Ancients, and with Milton 
4 all the Moderns. Next theſe the Archbiſhop 
of Cambray's Telemachus may give him the trueſt 
Idea of the Spirit and Turn of our Author, and 
Boſſu's admirable Treatiſe of the Epic Poem the 
juſteſt Notion of his Deſign and Conduct. But 
after all, with whatever Judgment and Study a 
Man may proceed, or with whatever Happineſs 
he may perform ſuch a Work; he mult hope to 
pleaſe but a few, thoſe only who have at once a 
Taſte of Poetry, and competent Learning. For 
to ſatisfy ſuch as want either, 1s not in the Nature 
of this Undertaking ; ſince a meer Modern Wit 
can like nothing that is not Modern, and a Pedant 
nothing that 1s not Greek. 

What I have done is ſubmitted to the Publick, 
from whoſe Opinions I am prepared to learn ; 
tho' I fear no Judges ſo little as our beſt Poets, 
who are molt ſenſible of the Weight of this Task. 
As for the worſt, whatever they ſhall pleaſe to 
ſay, they may give me ſome Concern as they are 
unhappy Men, but none as they are malignant 
Writers. I was guided in this Tranſlation by 
Judgments very different from theirs, and by Per- 
ſons for whom they can have no Kind neſs, if an 
old 
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old Obſervation be true, that the ſtrongeſt Anti- 
pathy in the World 1s that of Fools to Men of 


Wit. Mr. Addi ſon was the firſt whoſe Advice deter- 


min'd me to undertake this Task, who was pleas'd 
to write to me upon that Occaſion in ſuch Terms 
as I cannot repeat without Vanity. I was obliged 


to Sir Richard Steele for a very early Recommen- 


dation of my Undertaking to the Publick. Dr. 
Swift promoted my Intereſt with that Warmth 
with which he always ſerves his Friend. The 
Humanity and Frankneſs of Sir Samuel Garth are 
what I never knew wanting on any Occaſion. I 
muſt alſo acknowledge with infinite Pleaſure 
the many friendly Offices as well as ſincere Cri- 
ticiſms of Mr. Cungreve, who had led me the 
way in tranſlating ſome Parts of Homer, as I 


wiſh for the ſake of the World he had prevented 


me in the reſt. I muſt add the Names of Mr. 


Rowe and Dr. Parnell, tho” J ſhall take a farther 


Opportunity of doing Juſtice to the laſt, whoſe 
Good-nature (to give it a great Panegyrick ) is 
no leſs extenſive than his Learning. The Favour 
of theſe Gentlemen is not entirely undeſerved by 
one who bears them ſo true an Affection. But 
what can I ſay of the Honour ſo many of the 
Great have done me, while the Firſt Names of 
the Age appear as my Subſcribers, and the moſt 
diſtinguiſh 'd Patrons and Ornaments of N 
as my chief Encouragers. Among theſe it is 


particular Pleaſure to me to find, that my higheſt 


Obligations are to ſuch who have done moſt Ho- 


nour 


PREFACE 


nour to the Name of Poet: That his Grace the 
Duke of Buckingham was not diſpleas d I ſhould 
undertake the Author to whom he has given (in 
his excellent Eſſay) the fineſt Praiſe he ever yet 
receiv d. e 0 


Read Homer once, and you can read no more; 
For all things elſe appear ſo mean and poor, 
Verſe will ſeem Proſe: yet often on him look,” 
And you will hardly need another Book. 


That the Earl of Halifax was one of the firſt to 
favour me, of whom it is hard to ſay whether the 
Advancement of the Polite Arts is more owing 
to his Generoſity or his Example. That ſuch 
a Genius as my Lord Bol:zngbroke, not more di- 
ſtinguiſhed in the great Scenes of Buſineſs than 
in all the uſeful and entertaining Parts of Learn- 
ing, has not refus'd to be the Critick of theſe 
Sheets, and the Patron of their Writer. And 
that ſo excellent an Imitator of Homer as the no- 
ble Author of the Tragedy of Heroic Love, has 
continu'd his Partiality to me from my writing 
Paſtorals to my attempting the had. I cannot 
deny my ſelf the Pride of confeſſing, that I have 
had the Advantage not only of their Advice for 
the Conduct in general, but their Correction of 
ſeveral Particulars of this Tranſlation. 
could fay a great deal of the Pleaſure of be- 
ing diſtinguiſn'd by the Earl of Carnarvon, but 
it is almoſt abſurd to particularize any one gene- 
4 rous 
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rous Action in a Perſon whoſe whole Life is a 
continued Series of them. The Right Honoura- 
ble Mr. Stanhope, the preſent: Secretary of State, 
will pardon my Deſire of having it known that 
he was pleas d to promote this Affair. The par- 
ticular Zeal of Mr. Harcourt (the Son of the late 
Lord Chancellor) gave me a Proof how much I 
am honour'd in a Share of his Friendſhip. I muſt 
attribute to the ſame Motive that of ſeveral others 
of my Friends, to whom all Acknowledgments 
are render'd unneceſſary by the Privileges of a fa- 
miliar Correſpondence : And I am fatisfy'd I can 
no way better oblige Men of their Turn, than by 

—  *- ji 
In ſhort, I have found more Patrons than ever 
Homer wanted. He would have thought himſelf 
happy to have met the ſame Favour at Athens, 
that has been ſhewn me by its learned Rival, the 
Univerſity of Oxford. If my Author had the 
Wits of After-Ages for his Defenders, his Tranſ- 
lator has had the Beautzes of the preſent for his 
Advocates; a Pleaſure too great to be changed 
for any Fame in Reverſion. And I can hardly 
envy him thoſe pompous Honours he receiv'd at- 
ter Death, when J reflect on the Enjoyment of ſo 
many agreeable Obligations, and eaſy Friendſhips 
which make the Satisfaction of Life. This Di- 
ſtinction is the more to be acknowledg'd, as it is 
ſhewn to one whoſe Pen has never gratify'd the 
Prejudices of particular Parties, or the Vanities 
of particular Men. Whatever the Succeſs may 
SE. prove, 
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e, I ſhall never repent of an Undertaking 
8 which I have. — d the Candour and 


Friend p of ſo many Perſons of Merit; and in 


Vouth that are generally loſt in a Circle of Fol- 
lies, after a manner neither N unuſeful to 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The Contention of Achilles and Name mnon. . 
J. the War of Troy, the Greeks having ſachd ſome of the 


neighbouring Towns, and taken from thence two beautiful 
Captives, Chruſeis and Briſeis, allotted the firſt to Aga- 
gamemnon, and the laſt to Achilles. Chryſes, the Father of 
Chruſeis and Prieſt of Apollo, comes to the Grecian Camp to 
ranſome her; with which the Afton of the Poem opens, in the 
Tenth Tear of the Siege. The Prieſt being reſusd and inſolently 
diſmiſed by Agamemnon, mtreats for Vengeance from his God, 
who inflifts a Peſtulence on the Greeks. Achilles calls a Coun- 
cil, and encourages Chalcas 10 declare the Cauſe of it, who at- 
tributes it to the Refuſal of Chruſeis. The King being obliged 
zo ſend back his _ „enters into a furious Conteſt with 
Achilles, which Neſtor paciſies; however as he had the abſc- 
lute Command of the Army, he ſciaes on Briſeis in revenge. 
Achilles in diſcmntent withdraws himſelf and hys Forces from the 
reſt of the "Greeks ; and - "rope Theris, /he /upplicates 
Jupiter 10 render them ſenſible of the Wrong done to her Son, 
by giving Vittory to the Trojans. Jupiter granting her Suit 
iucenſes 45 between whom the Debate runs high, till they 
are reconciled by the Addreſs of Vulcan. _ 
The Time of two and twenty Days is taken up in this Bool; 
nine during the Plague, one in the Council and Quarrel of the 
Princes, and twelve for Jupiter's Stay with the Æthiopians, at 
whoſe Return Thetis prefers her Petition. The Scene lies in 
the Grecian Camp, then changes to Chryſa, and laſtly to the 
Gods on Olympus. 
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ib 76 1e bann 23 2d ciznduigoid 
HERE is ſomething in 1400 Mind: of Man, 1 5 
- goes beyond bare Curioſity; ; and even carries us on to 
a Shadow of Friendſhip with thoſe great Genius's 
6 5 — we have known tv excel in former Ages. Nor 
will it a gy leſs: to any one, ho conſiders how much it par- 
takes o Nature of Friendſhip; ho it s itſelf o 
Admiration rais d by what we meet with concerning * ; a 
Tendency to be farther; acquainted with them, by gathering every 
Circumſtance of their Lives; a kind of Complacency in their 
Company, when we retire to enjoy what they have left; an 
Union with them in thoſe Sentiments they approve; and an En- 
deavour to defend them, when we think they are injurioaſly at- 
rack'd, or even ſometimes with too partial an Affection. 
„ is alſo in Mankind a Spirit of Eney or Oppdlition 


which makes them uneaſy to I aher of the ſame 8 — 


eated 


\.3 
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An Es8ay on HOFER. 


ſeated far above them in a ſort of Perfection. And this, at 
leaſt ſo far as We ſpeak of the Fame ef Writers, has not always 
been known to dye with a Mar entirely, but to purſue his Re- 


mains with idle Traditions, and weak Conjectures; ſo that his 


Name, which is not to be forgotten, ſhall be preſerv'd only to 
be ſtain'd and blotted. The Controverſy, which was carry'd on 
between the Author and his Enemies, while he yet was living, 
ſhall ſtill bekept on foot; nog entirely his on account, 
but on theits who live! after ; ſome\being fond to praiſe 
extravagantly, and others as raſhly eager to contradict his Ad- 
mirers. This Proceeding, en bot ließe ives us an Image of 
the firſt Deſcriptions of War, ſuch as the 2 affords; where 
a Heroe diſputes the Field with an Army 'til it- is his time to 
dye, and then the Battel; which we expected to fall of courſe; 4 

renew d about the Body; his Friends contending that they may 


embalm and honour it, his Enemies that they may caſt it to 
the Dogs and Vultures. | 


There are yet others of a low kind of Taſte, wh 
any Makgnity to the Character gf a gr = 
t 


without 
fled the 


a 

Dignity of their Subje&t by ii meinly upön fittle 
Parterre 1 W g fue » 0 fliſtor omit 
nothing they meet concerning him whom they write upon ; and 
gather every thing wherein he is nam'd, without any diſtinction 
to the Prejudice or Neglect of the more noble Pafts & Hi 
Character: Like thbſe trifling Painters, or Sculptors, wild be- 
ſtowiinfinite Pains aud Patience upon the moſt inſignificant Parts 
ob a Figure, till they fink the Grandeur of the Whole, by fililhing 
every ching with the neateſt Want of Judgment. 
Beſides: theſe, there is atfourth ſort of Men, who! pretend 
to diveſt themſelves of impetuous Emotions on both ſides, and 
to get above that „ ee vf their Subject, which little 
Writers fall into; who propoſe to themſelves a calm Search 
after; Truth and a rational Adherence to Probability in their 
hiſtoric al Collections: Mhoi neither wiſh: to be led into the Fa- 
bles of Poetry, nor are willing to ſupport the Falſehoods of a 
malignant Criticiſm; but, endeavouring to ſteer in a middle way, 
have obtaimd ia Character of failing leaſt in the Choice of Ma- 
terials for Hiſtory, even from the darkeſt Ages. 
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3 Being 


. ws Wy e 


Bein hates to" wfite + ſomething concerning 4 Life, 
which there i$ Uxtie Pro 7 — of dur Khowiny ng,” after it has been 
che Ruitleſs Fnquity öf 16 many Ages, and whiuh has However 
beef thus differently texted by” wo rains; hall endeavour” to 
ſpeak of it, mot, as a Certaitity, bur As the Tradition; Opinion, 
of Collection of Authors, 'who have been ſuppos d to write of 
Humer in thee fbür preceding” Merhüds, to RICK we'ſhall alſo 
add ſöfne father CotifeRturey"'of Sur on. Aﬀer his Life 
Has been thus rather ſpoken of thah diſcover'd, I ſhall conſider 
him hiſtorically as ah Nuker, with regard to thoſe Works which 
h&has left Bektitid hun: In doing which, we may trace che 
degrees of Eſteemi they have obtair'd in "Uifferent Petiods' of 
Trme,* and fexulate out preſeht Opinion of N by a wed 
of char AYE in which they were nn * 501 


; 


id. If we rale a Wie of ee in; thoſe n Tiaditions 


which the Admiration of che ancient Heathens has occaſion'd > Serie ef Hip 
we find them Fihninp" ito Süperſtirion, and multiply d and ide are the Ef- 
pendent on one another, in the different Accounts which'are gi- —_ —_ 
ven with reſſ ect to hp. and Greece, the two native Cour Admiration. 


treys of Fable. 

We have le in Euſfubias _ ſtrangely Fea ch which 
Alexander Paphins has reported concerning Homer's Birth and 
Infancy That t. He was born in MAMgypr of Dmaſugoras and 
1 Ke, and brought up by a Daughter of Orus, the Prieſt of 
« Jſis, who was herſelf Prophereſs and from whoſe Breaſts 
“Props of Honey would frequently diſtil into the Mouth of the 
«© Infant. In the Night: time — firſt Sounds he utter'd were 
<« the Notes of nine ſeveral Birds: In the Morning he was 


found playing with nine Doves in the Bed: The Hy, who 


« attended him, us d to be ſeiz d with a poetical Fury, and utter 
“ Verſes, in which ſhe commanded Dmaſagoras to build a Tem- 
ce ple to the Muſes : This he perform'd in Obedience to her 
© Inſpiration,” and related all theſe things to the Child when he 
as grown up; who, in 'Memory of the Doves which'play'd 
with him during his Infancy, has in his Works ere this 
Bird to the Honour of bringing 3 a . aht 1 
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One would think a Story of this Nature, ſo fit for Age to talk 
of, and Infancy to hear, were incapable of being handed down, 
to us. But we find the Tradition again taken up to be heighten'd. 
in one part, and carry d forward in another. Hieliodorus, who 
had heard of this Claim which he in for Homer, en- 
deavours to ſtrengthen it by naming Thebes for the particular 

place of his Bisth;, He allows too, that a Prieſt was his repu- 
ted Father, hut that his real Father, according to the Opinion 
of Agypt, was Mercury: He ſays, That when the Prieſt was 
<« celebrating the Rites of his Countrey, and therefore ſlept with 
his Wife in the Temple, the God had knowledge of her, and 
«© begot Homer: That he was born with Tufts of Hair on his 
« Thigh, as a Sign of unlawful Generation, from whence he 
« was called Homer by the Nations through which he wander'd : 
« That he himſelf was the occaſion why this Story of his di- 
<« yine: Extraction is unknown; becauſe he neither told his 
Name, Race, nor Countrey, being aſham'd of his Exile, ro 
« 'which his reputed Father drove him from among the con- 
cc ſecrated *i 2 account of that Mark which their Prieſts 
<< eſteem d a Teſtimony of an inceſtuaus Birth.” 

Theſe are the extravagant Stories by which Men, who have 
not been able to expreſs — much they admire him, tranſcend 
the Bounds of Probability to ſay ſomething extraordinary. The 
Mind, that becomes dazled with the Sight of his Performances, 
loſes the common Idea of a Man in the fanſy d Splendor of Per- 
fection: It ſees nothing leſs than a God worthy. to be his Fa- 
ther, nothing leſs than a Propheteſs deſerving to be his Nurſe, 
and, growing unwilling that he ſhould be ſpoken of in a Lan- 
guage beneath its Imaginations, delivers Fables in the place 
of Hiſtory. | Bar n #01 ain ti not 
But whatever has thus been offer d to ſupport the Claim of 
Agypt, they who plead for Greece are not to be accus'd for 
coming ſhort of it. Their Fanſie roſe with a Reſinement above 
what we are ſuppos d to have of their Maſters, and frequently 
the Veil of Fiction is wrought fine enough to. be ſeen through, 
ſo that it hardly hides the Meaning it is made to cover, from the 
firſt Glance of the Imagination. For a Proof of this, we may 
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mention that Poetical Genealogy which is deliver d for Homers, 


in the Greek Treatiſe of the Contention between him and 
Heſiod, and but little vary d by the Relation of it in Suidas: = 
The Poet Linus, (ſay they) was born of Apollo and Thoſe, 


ce the Daughter of NVNeptune. Pierus of Linas: Okagrus of King 


&« Pierus and the Nymph'Methone : Orpheus of ORagrus and the 
« Muſe Callape. From Orpheus came Cihrys from him Ha- 
c | ponides: from him Philoterpus': from him Eupbemus: from 


« him Epiphrades, who begot Menalops, the Father of Dius- 


<«, Dius had Heſiod the Poet and Perſes by Pucamede, the Daugh- 
«\ ter of Apoliy. | Then Perſes had Maæon, on whoſe Daughter 
<« Crythers, the River Meles begot Homer.“ ell en 4 


Here we behold a wonderful Genealogy contriw d induſtriouſſy 
to raiſe our Idea to the higheſt, where Gods, Goddeſſes, 


Muſes, Kings, and Poets link in a deſcent; nay, where Poets 


are made to depend, as it were, in Cluſters upon the ſame 
Stalk beneath one another. If we conſider too that Har- 


monides is deriv'd from Harmony, Philoterpus from love of De- 


light, Eupbemus from beautifnl Diction, Epipbrades from In- 
telligence, and Pucamede from Prudence; it may not be im- 
probable, but the Inventors meant, by a Fiction of this Nature, 


to turn ſuch Qualifications into Perſons as were agreeable to 


his Character, for whom the Line was'/drawn : So that every 
thing, Divine or Great, will thus come together by the extra- 
vagant Indulgence of Fancy, while it turns itſelf ſometimes to 
Admiration, and ſometimes to Allegory. ie 

Alfter this fabulous Tree of his Pedigree, we may regularly 
view him in one Paſſage concerning his Birth, which, though it 
differs in a Circumſtance from what has been here deliver'd, yet 
carries on the ſame Air, and regards the ſame Traditions. There 


is a ſhort Life of Homer attributed ro Plinarch, wherein a 


third part of Ariſtotle on Poetry, which is now loſt, is quoted 
for an account of his uncommon Birth, in this manner. At 
ce the time when Nelews, the Son of Codrus, led the Colony 


« which was ſent into Ionia, there was in the Iſland of Jo a 


<< young Girl, compreſs'd by a Genius, who delighted to aſſo- 
* ciate with the Maſes, and ſhare in their Conſorts. She, finding 
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<« | herſelf with Child, and being touched with the Shame of 
« what had happen d to her, remov'd from thence to a Place 
<« call'd Ægiua. There the was taken in an Excurſion made by 
Robbers, and being brought to Smyrna, which was then un- 
&« der the Lydiaus, they gave her to Mzon the King, who mar- 
* ry d her upon account of her Beauty. But while ſhe walk'd 
<«« on the Bank of the River Meles, ſhe brought forth Homer 
“ and expir'd.. The Infant was taken by Mon, and bred up 
66 as his Son, till the Death of that Prince.“ And from this Point 
of the Story the Poet is let down into his traditional Poverty. 
Here we ſee, tho he be taken out of the Lineage of Meles 
where we met him before, he has ſtill as wonderful a Riſe in- 
vented for him; he is ſtill to ſpring from a Demigod, one who 
was of a Poetical Diſpoſition, from whom he might inherit a 
Soul turn'd, to Poetry, and receive an Aſſiſtance of heavenly 
Inſpiration. ot ren ne 486 ie ©: II 
In his Life the moſt general Tradition concerning him is his 
Blmaneſs, yet there are ſome who will not allow even this to 
have happen d after the manner in which it falls upon other Men: 
Chance and Sickneſs are excluded; nothing leſs than Gods 
and Heroes muſt be viſibly concern'd about him. Thus we find 
among the different Accounts which Hermias has collected 
concerning his Blindneſs, that when Homer reſolvd to yrite 
of Achilles, he had an exceeding Deſire to fill his Mind with 
a juſt Idea of fo glorious a Heroe: , Wherefore, having paid all 
due Honours at his Tomb, he intreats' that he may obtain a 
ſight of him. The Heroe grants his Poctr's Petition, and riſes 
in a glorious Suit of Armour, which caſt ſo unſufferable a Splen- 
dor, that Homer loſt his Eyes, while he gaz'd for the Enlarge- 
ment of his Notions, 3 TER ei Hott; . 742 | 
If this be any thing more than a meer Fable, one would be 
apt to imagine it inſinuated his contracting a Blindneſs by too 
intenſe an Application while he wrote his Iiad. But it is a 
very pompous way of letting us into the Knowledge of ſo ſhort 
a Truth: It looks as if Men imagin'd the Lives of Poets ſhould 
be Poetically written; that to ſpeak plainly of them, were to 
ſpeak contemptibly; or that we debaſe them, when they are 
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plac'd-in leſs glorious Company than thoſe exalted Spirits which 

they themſelves have been fond to celebrate. We may however | 
in ſome meaſure be reconcil'd to this laſt idle Fable, for havin 

-occafion'd. ſo beautiful an \Ep:y/ode in the Ambra of Politian. 
That which does not inform us in a Hiſtory, may pleaſe us in 

its proper Sphere of Poctry, | 


I. Such Stories as theſe have been the Effects of a ſuperſti- II. 
tious Fondneſs, and of our Aſtoniſhment at what we conſider in — 
a View of Perfection. But neither have all Men the ſame Taſte, 2 


i:z from En- 


nor do they equally. ſubmit, to the Superiority of others, nor 


bear that human Nature, which they know to be imperfect, 
ſhould be prais d in an Extream without oppoſition. From ſome 
Principles of this kind have ariſen a ſecond ſort of Stories, which 
glance at Homer with malignant Suppoſitions, and endeavour 
to throw a diminiſhing Air over his Life, as a kind of Anſwer 
to thoſe who ſought to aggrandize him injudicioully. 

Under this Head we may reckon thoſe ungrounded Conjectures 
with which his Adverſaries aſperſe the very Deſign and Proſecution 
of his Travels, when they inſinuate, that they were one continued 
Search after Authors who had written before him, and particularly 
2 the ſame Subject, in order to deſtroy them, or to rob them of 

eir Inventions. | 4 
Thus we read in Diodorus Siculus, That there was one 


« Daphne, the Daughter of Tire/ias, who from her Inſpirations | 


ce obtain'd the Title of a Hy. She had a very extraordinary 
«© Genius, and being made Prieſteſs at De/phos, wrote Oracles 
* with wonderful Elegance, which Homer fought for, and 


* adorn'd his Poems with ſeveral of her Verſes.” Bur ſhe is plac'd 


ſo far in the fabulous Age of the World, that nothing can be 
averr'd of her: And as 0 the Verſes now aſcrib'd to Me Syoils, 
they are more modern than to be able to confirm the Story; 
which, as it is univerſally affented to, diſcovers that whatever 
there is in them in common with Homer, the Compilers have 


rather taken from him; perhaps to ſtrengthen the Authority of 


their Work by the Protection of this Tradition, 


——. 
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The next Inſimuation we hear is from Swidas, that Palamedes, 
who fought at 770, was famous for Poetry; and wrote eoncern- 
ing that War in the Doric Letter which he invented, - proba- 
bly much againſt Agaumemnon and Ubyſes,' his mortal Enemies. 
Upon this Account ſome have fancy'd his Works were ſuppreſs d 
by Agamemnon's Poſterity, or that their entire Deſtruction was 
contriv'd and effected by Homer when he undertook the ſame 
Subject. But ſurely the Works of ſo conſiderable a Man, when 
they had been able to bear up ſo long a time as that Which 
paſs d between the Siege of Troy, and the flonriſhing of Homer, 
muſt have been too much diſperꝰd, for one of fo mean a Con- 
dition as he is repreſented, to have deſtroy'd in every place, 
tho he had been never ſo much aſſiſted by the vigilant Temper 
of Envy. And we may ſay too, that what might have been 
capable of raiſing this Principle in him, muſt be capable of be- 
ing in ſome meaſure eſteem d, and of having at leaſt one Line 
offit preſetrw d to | 17 0h TL YG 707 = 01 01 

After him, in the order of time, we meet with a whole Set 
of Names, to whom the Maligners of Homer would have him 
oblig d, without being able to prove their Aſſertion. Suidas 
mentions Corinnus Ilienſis, the Secretary of Palamedes, who 
writ a Poem upon the ſame Subject, but no one is produc'd as 
having ſeen it. * Tzerzes mentions (and from Johannes Melala 
only) Hp bus the Coan, Secretary of Teucer, but it is not ſo 
much as known if he writ Verſe or Proſe. Beſides theſe, are 
Dittys the Cretan, Secretary to Idomeneus, and Dares the Phry- 
gian an Attendant of Hellor, who have ſpurious Treatiſes 
paſſing under their Names. From each of theſe is Homer ſaid 
to have borrow'd his whole Argument; ſo inconſiſtent are theſe 
Stories with one another. 

The next Names we find, are Demodocus, whom Homer 
might have met at Corcyra, and Phemius, whom he might have 
met at /zhaca: the one (as Plutarch ſays) having according to 
Tradition written the War at Troy, the other the Return of the 
Grecian Captains. But theſe are only two Names of Friends, 
which he is pleasd to honour with Eternity in his Poem, or 
two different Pictures of himſelf, as Author of the [Lad and 


Odyſſes, 


8 Tzetzes Chil. 5. Hiſt. 29. VV Plutarch on Myſch. 


Odyſſes, or entirely the Children of his Imagination, without 


any particular Alluſion. So that his Uſage here, puts me in 


mind of his own Yulcan in the Iliad: The God had caſt two 
Statues which he endued with the Power of Motion ; and it is 


ſaid preſently after, that he is ſcarce able to go unleſs they 


ſupport him. + S0dat A. oil 6 SRL Wall bi 

It is reported by ſome, lays * Prolomens Epheſtio, © That there 
ce was before Homer, a Woman of Memphis, calbd Phantaſia, who 
« writ of the Wars of Troy, and the Wandrings of Ulyſſes. Now 
&« Homer arriving at Mempbis where ſhe had laid up her Works, 
© and getting 8 with Phanitas, whoſe Buſineſs it 
te was to copy the ſacred Writings, he obtain d a ſight of theſe, 
« and follow'd entirely the Scheme ſhe had drawn.” But this is 


a wild Story, which ſpeaks of an Egyptian Woman with a Greet 


Name, and who never was heard of but upon this account. It 
appears indeed from his Knowledge of the Egyptian Learning, 
hee he was initiated into their Myſteries, and for ought we know 
by one Phanitas. But if we conſider what the Name of the Wo- 
man ſignifies, it ſeems only as if from being us d in a figurative 
l it had been miſtaken afterwards for a proper Name. 
And then the Meaning will be, that having gather'd as much 
Information concerning the Grecian and Trajan Story, as he 
could be furniſh'd with from the Accounts of Ægypt, which were 
generally mix d with Fancy and Fable, he wrought out his Plans 


of the Iliad and the Oahſſes. | 5 | 
Wee pals all theſe Stories, together with the little Iliad of Ha- 


grus, mention d by Ælian. But one cannot leave this Subject 


without reflecting on the depreciating Humour, and odd Indu- 
ſtry of Man, which ſhews itſelf in raiſing ſuch a Number of In- 
ſinuations that claſh with each other, and in ſpiriting up ſuch 
a Crowd of unwarranted Names to ſupport them. Nor can we 
but admire at the contradictory Nature of this Proceeding, that 
Names of Works, which either never were in Being, or never 


| worthy to live, ſhould be produc d, only to perſuade us that the 


moſt laſting and beautiful Poem of the Ancients was taken out 
of them. A Beggar might be content to patch up a Garment 
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wich ſuch Shred as the Werd throws away, ut 


be ngid af Emperor would make his Robes of them. Fs 
After Homer had ſpent à conſiderable time ir Travel, We find 
him towards his Age intrbduc d to ſuch an Action as tends to his 
Dilparagement, ft is fot enough to accuſe him for ſpoititig the 
dead, they raiſe a living Author by whom he myſt be Pafffed in 
chat Qualification on Which his Fäme is founded. 

There is in ® Heſtod an Account of an ancient Poetical Con- 
teutſon at the Funeral of Artphidamas; in which, he ſays? He ob- 

rai che Prize, but does not mention from whom he catry'd it. 

There 18 ory the Hymns aſcribed to Homer, a Prayer 
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7 
to Huus, for Suecels in a Poctical Diſpute, but it neither men- 
tiotis uchete, nor againſt whom. But though they haye neg- 
lected to flame their Antagoniſts, others have fince taken 
chre to Fl up the Stories by putting them together. The ma- 
king two ſuch conſiderable Names in Poetry en, idle. carries an 
amuſing Pomp in it, like making two Heroes of the firſt Rank 
enter = & Lifts of Combat. And if Homer and Heſtiod had their 
Parties among the Grammariuns, here was an excellent Oppor- 
ranity- for Heſſods Favourers to make a Sacrifice of Homer. 
Hence might a bare Conjecture 0 a Tradition, then the 
Tradition give occaſion to an Fpigram, which is yet extant, 
and again the Epigram (for want of knowing the Time it was 
+ writ in) be aledge as a Proof of that Conjecture from whence 
it ſprung. After this, a * whole Treatiſe was written upon it, 
which appears not very ancient, becauſe it mentions Hadrian: 
The Story agrees in the main with the ſhort Account we find in 
* Platarch, : That *Ganiftor, the Son of Amphidamas, King of 
« Enbea, being us d to celebrate his Father's funeral Games, 
<« invited from all Parts Men famous for Strength and Wiſdom. 
Among theſe Homer and Heſiod arriv'd at Chalcis. The King 
© Panidas preſided over the Conteſt, which being finiſh'd, he 
«©, decreed the Typ to Fefrod, with this Elogy in the Sentence, 
% That the Poet of Peace and Husbandry better deſerw'd to be 
* crown'd, than he who ſtirs us up to War and Contention. 
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0 Whereupon Heſtod dedicared the Prive to boars Nude, with'this 


vi Inſcription, 31 Eft over 
a | xt 4 i . 110 09 5 
- 2.88 Heise Mivay „Bange 7d wine nth | 

mn Tu yoplaie &y x1 hero . . * At 


Which are two Lines takten frech chat Place in 25 od YE * 
mentions no Antagoniſt, and alter d, that the two Names might 


be brought i in, 105 is evident mY enen them with theſe, 4 


* "Thx PENNE tide rotned dredvre, I wo ron 
Toy fey Eyw Moons Eura, εονν bn. 2 11 55 


To anſwer this Story we Stube notice that Heul is deherally 
lac'd after Homer. Grævius, his own Commentator, ſets him a 
13 Years lower; and whether he were ſo or no, yet 
Plutarch has ſlightly paſs'd the whole Account as a Fable. 


Nay, we may draw an Argument againſt it from Heſiodd 
himſelf: He had a Love of Fame which causd him to engage at 
the Funeral Games, and which went ſo far as to make him re- 
cord his Conqueſt in his own Works; Had he defeated Homer, 


the ſame Principle would have made biden mention a Name that 


could have ſecur'd his own to Immortality. A Poet who records 


his Glory, would not omit the nobleſt Circumſtance, and Homer, 
like a Captive Prince, had certainly "ogy the Triumph of his 
Adverſary. 

Towards the lattcr nd of his Life, there is Another Story 
invented, which makes him conclude it in a manner alts- 
gether beneath the Greatneſs of a Genius. We find in the Life 
ſaid to be written by Plutarch, a Tradition, ** That he was 
e warn'd by an Oracle to beware of the young Mens Riddle. 
*© This remain'd long obſcure to him, 'til he arriv'd at the 
« Ifland Jo. There as he fat to behold the Fiſhermen, they 


6e propos d to him a Riddle in Verſe, which he bei veins unable 
it 


te to anſwer, dy'd for Grief,” This Story refutes irſelf by 'car- 
rying Su erſtition at one end, and Folly a at the other. It ſcems 
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Duſt after -4\ fooliſh Manner. The fame ſort of Hand might 
have fram'd that Tale of Ariſtotlès drowning himſelf becauſe 
he could not account for the rug The Deſign is the ſame, 
the Turn the ſame; and all the di 


fference, that the great Men 
are each to ſuffer in his Character, the one by a Poetical Riddle, 


the other by a Philoſophical Problem. But theſe are Actions 


which can only proceed from the Meanneſs of Pride, or Extra- 
vagance of Madneſs: A Soul enlarg'd with Knowledge (fo 
vaſtly. as was that of Homer) better knows the proper Streſs 
which is to be laid 2 every Incident, and the Proportion of 


Concern, or Careleſneſs, with which it ought to be affected. 


But it is the Fate of narrow Capacities to meaſure Mankind by 
a falſe Standard, and imagine the Great, like themſelves, capa- 
ble of being diſconcerted by little Occaſions; to frame their 
malignant Fables according to this Imagination, and to ſtand 
detected by it as by an evident Mark of Ignorance. 


III. The third Manner in ets cet 3s ee been 


enen o written, is but a heaping of all the Traditions and Hints which 


x fem tri- the Writers could meet with, great or little, in order to tell a Sto 
fling Curio- 


ſity. 


of him to the World. Perhaps the want of choice Materials might 

ut them upon the Neceſſity; or perhaps an injudicious Deſire of 
2 all they could, occaſion' d the fault. However it be, a Life 
compos'd of trivial Circumſtances, which (tho it give a true 
account of ſeveral Paſſages) has but little of that Appearance 
in which a Man was moſt famous, and hardly any thing cor- 
reſpondent to the Idea we entertain of him: Such a Life, I fay, 
will never anſwer rightly the demand the World has upon an 
Hiſtorian. Yet the moſt formal Account we have of Homer is 


of this Nature, I mean that which is ſaid to be collected by 


Herodotus. It is, in ſhort, an unſupported minute Treatiſe, 
compos d of Events which lie within the Compaſs of Probability, 
and belong to the loweſt Sphere of Life. It ſeems through all 
its Frame to be entirely conducted by the Spirit of a Grammarzian, 
ever abounding with exzempore Verſes, as if it were to prove a 
thing ſo unqueſtionable as our Author's Title to Rapture; and 
at the ſame time the Occaſions are ſo poorly invented, that 
they misbecome the Warmth of a — — There 


is nothing in it above the Life which a Grammarian mi 5 
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himſelf; nay, it is but ſuch an one as they commonly do lead, 
the higheſt Stage of which is to be Maſter of a School. But 
becauſe this is a Treatiſe to which Writers have had recourſe for 
want of a better, I ſhall give the following Abſtract. 

Homer was born at Smyrna, about one hundred fixty eight 
Years after the Siege of Troy, and fix hundred twenty two Years 
before the Expedition of Xerxes. His Mother's Name was 
Crytheis, who proving unlawfully with Child, was ſent away 
from Cume by her Uncle, with Iſinenias, one of thoſe who led 
the Colony to Smyrna then building. A while after, as ſhe was 
celebrating a Feſtival with other Women on the Banks of the 
River Meles, ſhe was deliver d of Homer, whom ſhe therefore 
nam'd Mele/igenes. Upon this ſhe left //enzas, and ſupported 
herſelf by Working, til Phemms (who taught a School in 
Smyrna) fell in love with her, and marry'd her. But both 
dying in proceſs. of Time, the School fell to Homer, who 
manag'd it with ſuch Wiſdom, that he was univerſally admir'd 
both by Natives and Strangers. Amongſt theſe latter was Mentes, 
a Maſter of a Ship from Lencadia, by whoſe Perſuaſions and Pro- 
miſes he gave up his School, and went to travel: With him he 
viſited Spam and Italy, but was left behind at Ithaca upon ac- 
count of a Defluxion in his Eyes. During his Stay he was en- 
tertain'd by one Mentor, a Man of Fortune, Juſtice, and Hoſpi- 
tality, and learn'd the principal Incidents of Less Life. Bur 
at the Return of Mentes, he went from thence to Colophon, 
where, his Defluxion renewing, he fell entirely blind. Upon 
this he could think of no better Expedient than to go back to 
Smyrna, where perhaps he might be ſupported by thoſe who 
knew him, and have the leiſure to addict himſelf to Poetry. 
But there he found his Poverty encreaſe, and his hopes of En- 
couragement fail; ſo that he remov'd for Game, and by the 
way was entertain d for ſome time at the Houſe of one Tychius a 
Leather-Dreſſer. At Came his Poems were wonderfully admir'd, 
but when he propos d to eternize their Town if they would al- 
low him a Sallary, he was anſwer d, That there would be no 
end of maintaining all the Ou, or hind Men, and hence he 
got the Name of Homer. From Cumæ he went to Phocea, 
where one Theſtorides eker ee to maintain 

him if he would ſuffer him to tranſcribe his Verſes: This Homer 
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complying with for meer Neceſſity, the other had no ſooner 
tten them, but he remov'd to Chios; There the Poems gain'd 
Fim Wealch and Honour, while the Author himſelf hardly earn'd 
his Bread by repeating them. At laſt, ſome who came from Chzos 
having told the People that the ſame Verſes were publiſfrd there 
by a School-maſter, Homer reſolv'd to find him out. Having 
therefore landed near that Place, he was receiv'd by one Glaucus 
a Shepherd (at whoſe Door he had like to have been worried by 
Dogs) and carry'd by him to his Maſter at Bolliſſus, who admi- 
ring his Knowledge, entruſted him with the Education of his 
Children. Here s Praiſe began to ſpread, and Theſtorides, 
who heard of his Neighbourhood, fled before him. He remov'd 
however ſome time 5 to Chios, where he ſet up a School 
of Poetry, gain'd a competent Fortune, marry'd a Wife, and had 
two Daughters, the one of which dy'd young, the other was 
marry'd to his Patron at Bolliſſus. Here he inſerted in his Poems 
the Names of thoſe to whom he had been moſt oblig'd, as, 
Mentes, Phemius, Mentor, and Tychius : and refolving for Athens, 
he made honourable mention of that City, to prepare the Arhe- 
mans for a kind Reception. But as he went, the Ship put in at 
Samos, Where he continu'd the whole Winter, ſinging at the 
Houſes of great Men, with a Train of Boys after him. In Spring 
he went on board again in order to proſecute his Journey to Athens, 


but landing by the way at Jas, he fell ſick, dy'd, and was bury d 


on the Sea-Shore.. _ | % | 
This is the Life of Homer aſcrib'd to Herodotus, tho' it is 
wonderful it ſhould be ſo, ſince it evidently contradicts his own 
Hiſtory, by placing Homer ſix hundred twenty two Years before 
the Expedition of Xerxes ; whereas Herodotus himſelf, who was 
alive at the time of that Expedition, ſays Homer was only four 
hundred Years before him. However, if we can imapiti that 
there may be any thing of Truth in the main Parts of this 
Treatiſe, we may gather theſe general Obſervations from it: 
That he ſhew'd a great Thirſt of Knowledge, by undertaking 
ſuch long and numerous Travels; That he manifeſted an un- 
cxampled Vigor of Mind, by being able to write with more Fire 
under the Diſadvantages of Blindneſs,” and the utmoſt Poverty, 
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than any Poet after him in better Circumſtances; And that he 
had an unlimited Senſe of Fame (the Attendant of noble Spirits) 
which prompted him to engage in new Travels, both under 
theſe Diſadvantages, and the additional Burthen of old Age. 
But it will not perhaps be either improper or difficult to make 
ſome Conjectures, which ſeem to lay open the Foundation 
from whence the Traditions which frame the low Lives of 
Homer have ariſen. In the firſt place we may conſider, That 
there are no Hiſtorians of his Time (or none handed down to 
us) who have mention'd him; and that he has never ſpoken 
lainly of himſelf, in thoſe Works which have been aſcrib'd to 
bim without Controverſy. However, an eager Deſire to know 
ſomething concerning him has occaſion d Mankind to labour the 
Point under theſe Diſadvantages, and turn on all Hands to ſee if 
there were any thing left which might have the leaſt Appearance 
of Information. Upon the Search, they find no Remains but his 
Name and Works, and reſolve to torture theſe upon the Rack 
of Invention, in order to give ſome account of the Perſon: they 
belong tt. mags e ee e ct; 
| "The firſt Thing therefore they ſettle is, That what paſgd for 
his Name, muſt be his Name no longer, but an additional Title 
us d inſtead of it; The reaſon why it was given, mult be ſome 
Accident of his Life. Having thus found an end of the Clue, 
they proceed to conſider every thing that the word may imply 
by its Derivation. One finds that O uneòs ſignifies a 756%; 
whence ariſes the Tradition in Heliodorus, that he was bani(h'd 
Agypt for the Mark on that Part, which ſhew'd a ſpurious 
Birth; and this they imagine ground enough to give him the 
Life of a Wanderer. A ſecond finds that Ounęes ſignifies an 
Hoſtage, and then he muſt be deliver'd as ſuch in a War (ac- 
cording to Proclus) between Smyrna' and Chios. A third can 
derive the Name O un &@v, non videns, from whence he muſt 
be a hlind Mas (as in the Piece aſcrib'd to Herodotus.) A 
fourth brings him from Oude sb, peaking in Cuunci!; and 
then (as it is in Swidas he muſt, by a divine Inſpiration, de- 
clare to the Hung, that they ſhould war againſt Colapbon. 
A fifth finds the word may be brought to ſignify following others, 
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or joining himſelf. to them, and then he muſt be call'd Homer 
for ſaying (as it is quoted from Ariſtotle in the Life aſcrib'd to 
Plutarch) that he would: Oume, or follow the Lycans from 
Smyrna. Thus has the Name been turn'd and winded enough 
at leaſt to give a Suſpicion, that he who got a neu Etymology, 
ot a handle either for a ne Liſe of him, or ſomething which 
— added to the old one. FFV 
However, the Mame itſelf not affording enough to furniſh 
out a whole Life, his Yorks muſt be brought in for Aſſiſtance, 
and it is taken for granted, That where he has not ſpoken of him- 
ſelf, he lies veibd beneath the Perſons or Actions of thoſe whom 
he deſcribes. Becauſe he calls a Poet by the Name of Phemius in 
his Odyſſes, they conclude this Phemius was his Maſter, - Becauſe 
he ſpeaks of Demogacus as another Poet who was blind, and fre- 
quented Palaces, he muſt be ſent about *blind, to fing at the Doors 
of rich Men. If Ulyſſes be ſet upon by Dogs at his Shepherd's 
Cottage, becauſe this is a low Adventure, it is thought to be his 
own at Bolliſſus. And if he calls the Leather-drefler, who-made 
Ajax's Shield, by the Name of Tychius, he has been ſupported 
by ſuch an one in his Wants: Nay, ſome have been ſo vio- 
lently carry'd into this way of conjecturing, that the bare Si- 
mile of a Woman who works hard for her Livelihood, is ſaid 
to have been borrow d from his Mother's Condition, and brought 
as a Proof of it. Thus he is ſtill imagin'd to intend himſelf; and 
the Fictions of Poetry, converted into real Facts, are deliver d 
for his Life, who has aſſign'd them to others. All thoſe Sto- 
ries in his Works which ſuit with a mean Condition are ſuppos'd 
to have happen'd-to him, tho the ſame way of Inference might 
as well prove him to have acted in a higher Sphere, from the 
many Paſſages that ſhew) his Skill in Government, and his 
Knowledge of the great Parts of Life 
There are ſome other ſcatter' d Stories of Homer which fall 
not under theſe Heads, but are however of as trifling a Nature; 
as much unfit for the Materials of Hiſtory, ſtill more unground- 
ed, if poſſible, and ariſing merely from Chance, or the Hu- 
mours of Men: Such is the Report we meet with from Hera- 
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clides, That Homer was fin d at Athens for a Madman; which 

ſeems invented by the Diſciples of Socrates to caſt an Odium 
upon the Athenzans for their conſenting to the Death of their 

Maſter, and carries in it ſomething like a declaiming Re- 
venge of the Schools, as if the World ſhould imagine the ane 

could be eſteem d mad, where the other was put to Death for 
being wicled. Such another Report is that in Alian, That 
7 _ portion'd his, Daughter with ſome of his Works for 
« want of Money; which looks but like a Whim deliver'd in 

the Gaiety of Fancy; a jeſt upon a poor Wit, which at firſt 

might have, had an Epigrammatiſt for its Father, and been at- 

terwards gravely underſtood by ſome painful Collector. In ſhort, 

Mankind have labour'd. heartily. about him to no purpoſe; they 

have caught up every thing greedily, with that buſy minute 

Curioſity and unſatisfactory, Inquiſitiveneſs which Seneca calls the 

Diſeaſe of the Greeks; «gy ow puzzled the Cauſe by their 

Attempts. to find it out; and, like Travellers entirely deſtitute 

of a Road, yet reſolV d to make it over unpaſſable Delerts, they 

ſuperinduce Error, inſtead of removing Ignorance. 


IV. Whenever Men have ſet themſelves to write a Life of IV. 
Homer, clear from Superſtition, Envy, and Trifling, they have £7 
e 4 anjectures 
grown aſham d of all theſe Traditions. This, however, has not concerning 
occaſion'd every one to deſiſt from the Undertaking; but ftill er. 
the Difficulty which could not make them deſiſt, has neceſſitated 
them, either to deliver the old Story with Excuſes; or elſe, in- 
ſtead of a Life, to compoſe a Treatiſe partly of Citiciſin, and 
partly of Character; rather "deſcriptive, than ſupported by 
Action, and the Air of Hiſtor yy 
They begin with letting us know, that the Time in which he 7% Time. 
liv'd has never been as beyond diſpute, | and that the Opi- | 
nions of Authors are various concerning it: But the Contro- 
verſy, in its ſeveral Conjectures, includes a Space of Vears 
between the earlieſt and lateſt, from twenty four to about five 
hundred after the Siege of Troy. Whenever the Time was, it 
ſeems not to have been near that Siege, from his own * Invocu- 
tion of the Muſes to recount the Catalogue of the Ships: For 
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ec we, ſays he, have only heard a Rumour, and know nothing 
« particularly.” It is remark d by *Yellems Paterculus, Tha 
it muſt have been conſiderably later, from his own Confeſſion, 
that Mankind was but half as ſtrong in his Age, as in that 
he writ of; Which, as it is founded upon a Notion of a gra- 
dual Degeneracy in our Nature, diſcovers the Interval to have 
been long between Homer and his Subject. But not to trouble 
our ſelves with entring into all the dry hn — we may here 
take notice, that the World is inclin'd to ſtand by the Hrun- 
delian Marble, as the moſt certain Computation of thoſe early 
Times; and this, by placing him at the time when Diog- 
uetus rul'd in Athens, makes him flouriſh a little before the 
Olympiads were eſtabliſſrd; about three hundred Years after 
the taking of Troy, and near a thouſand before rhe Chr;- 


ſtian Ara. For a farther Confirmation of this, we have 


ſome great Names of Antiquity, who give him a Cotem- 
porary agreeing with the Computation. Cicero ſays, There 
was a Tradition that Homer liv'd about the time of: Lycurgus. 
Hrabo tells us, It was reported that Lycurgus. went to Chios for 
an Interview with him. And even Plutarch, when he ſays, 
Lycurgus: recei d Homer's Works from the Grandſon of that 
Creophilus with whom he had liv d, does not put him ſo far back- 
ward, but that poſſibly they might have been alive together. 

The next Diſpute regards his Country, concerning which, 
Adrian enquir d of the Gods, as a Queſtion not to be ſettled by 
Men; and Appen (according to Phy) rais d a Spirit for his 
Information. That which has enereas' d the difficulty, is the 
Number of conteſting Places, of which Suidas has reckon'd up 


nineteen in one Breath. But his ancient Commentator, Didymus, 


found the Subject ſo fertile, as to employ à great Part of his four 


thouſand Volumes upon it. There is a Propheey of the Sy4zls that 
he ſhould be born at Salamis in Cyprus; arid chen to pay an Argu- 
ment of the ſame Nature againſt it, there is the Oracle given to 
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concerning Didymus 


Aarian afterwards, that ſays he was born in Ehaca. There are 
Cuſtoms of Folia and Agpr cited from his Works, to make 
out by turns, and with the ſame Probability, that he belong d 
to each of them. There was a School ſhew/d for his at Colo- 
phon, and a Tomb at Io, both of equal Strength to prove he had 
is Birth in either. As for the Hihenians, they challeng'd him 
as born where they had a Cvlomy; or elſe in behalf of Greece in 
general, and as the Metropolis of its Learning, they made his Name 
free of their City, (. Licmia'& Muria lege, ſays Politian) 
after the manner of that Law by which all Italy) became free of 
Rome. All theſe have their Authors ro record their Titles, but 
{till the Weight of the Queſtion ſeems to lie between Smyrna 
and Chios, which we muſt therefore take a little more notice of. 
That Homer then was born at Smyrna is endeavour'd to be 
prov'd by an Epigram, recorded to have been under the Statue 
of Piſiſtratus at Athens; by the Reports mention'd in Cicero, 
Hrabo, and A. Gellius; and by the Greek Lives, which are 
prefix d to him with the Names of Herodotus,” Pluarob, and 
lr as alſo the two that are anonymous. For this the 
* Imyrneans built him à Temple; caſt Medals of him, and grew 
ſo poſſeſt of his having been theirs, that it is faid they burn'd 
2055 for affronting them im the Perſon of Homer. On the 
other hand, the Cham plead the ancient Authorities of *S:monides 
and *7heocritys for his being born amongethem. They mention 
a Race they had, calbd the Homeride, whom they reckon'd his 
Poſterity; they caſt Medals of him; they ſhew to this Day an 
Homærium, or Temple of Homer, near Bolliſſus; and cloſe their 
Arguments with a Quotation from the Hymm to Apollo (which 
is acknowledg'd for Homer's by *Thucygdides) whete he calls him- 
ſelf, © The blind Man that inhabits: Chios.“ The Reader has 
here the Sum of the large Treatiſe of Leo Allatus, written par- 
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ticularly on this Subject in which, after having ſeparately 
weigh'd: the Pretenſions ab all, he conthudes for Chios. For my 
wn determine nothing in a Point, of ſo much Uncertainty ; ; 
neither which of theſe was honourd with his Birth, nor whether 
any of them was, nor, again, whether each may not have pro- 
diced his on Homer; ſince Aenuopbon ſays, there were many, of 
the Name. But one cannot avoid bein ſurpriz d at. the prodi- 
gious Veneration of his Character, which could engage Mankind 
with ſuch Eagerneſs in a Point ſo little eſſential; that Kings 
ſhould ſend to Oracles for the Enquiry of his Birth- place; that 


Cities ſhould be in Strife about it, and whole Lives of learned Men 


employ d upon it; that ſome ſhould write Treatiſes concerning it; 
that others ſhould call up Spirits unavailingly; that thus, in ſhort, 
Heaven, Earth and Hell ſhonld be ſought to, for the RR 
of a Queltion-which terminates in Corioluy only. 1 
If we endeavour to find the Parents of Homer, we imme 
diately perceive the Search is frujtleſs, 'Ephor us has made Mæon 
to be his Father, by a · Niece hom he deffqur d; and this has 
ſo far obtain d, as to give him the derivative Name of Maæomides. 
His Mother (if we allow the Story of Men) is call d e ; 


But we are loſt again in Uncertainty, if ye ſearch farther ; 


Huaidas has mention d. Eumetis or Pohaſie; and Baar, 

Clymene or Themiſto; which happens;c; becauſe. che conteſting 

Countrys find out Mothers of, their ,qwp for him. 1 radition 

has in this caſe afforded honda * — tan Kher 94S ſerve 

to ſhew its Shadows in a Confuſion q. they ſtri babe 5 18 250 
to ch 


ſo equal a Probability, that we are in dan whi 


muſt-paſs' the Queſtion undecided OT EF ri 11 

If we enquire concerniag his own fr een that i 18 — 
of. He has been call'd Mele/ggenes from the River where he 
was born. Homer has been teckon'd an —— Name, from 
ſome Accident in his Life: The Certamen Homes icum calls him 
once Auletes, perhaps from his muſical Genius; and Lucian, 
Tigranes; it may be from a Confuſion with that 7igranes or 
ITigretes, who was Brother of Queen Artemiſia, and wholc 
Name has been ſo far 8 irh _ as to make him be | 
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eſteem' d Author of ſome. of the leſſer Works vhich are aſctib'd 
ro Homer. It may not be amiſs to cloſe theſe Criticiſmis with 
that agreeable Deriſion whetewith Lucian treats the over. buſy 
Humour of Grammarians in their Search aſter minute and im- 
poſſible Enquiries, when he feigns, that he had talk'd over the 
Point with Homer in the [ſand of the Bleſſed. <1 axed him, 
« ſays he, of what Country he was? a Queſtion hard to be 
cc "dolyd with Us: to which he anſwerd; He could not cer- 
< tainly tell, becauſe ſome had inform'd him, that he was of 
« Chios, ſome of Smyrna, and others of Colaphon; but lie took 
cc himſelf for a 3 called Tigranes, while he livd among 
« his Country- men, and e while he Was an TR 
„ amon g the Gracians.”. | 
At his Birth he appears not to bows been bl ral whats he Hi Blind- 
might be afterwards. The * Chian Medal, of, bim (which is of 
great Antiquity, according to Leo Allatius), ſeats him with 2 
Volume open, and reading intently: But there is no need of 
Proofs from Antiquity for that ty Fe every Toe of his Works 
will demonſtrate. With what an Exactneſs, agreeable to the na- 
tural Appearance of Things, do his Cities ſtand, his Mountains 
Tiſe, his Rivers wind, and his Regions lie extended? How beau- 
tifully are the Surfaces, of all things drawn in their Figures, and 
—— d with, their Paintings? What Addreſs in Action, what 
viſible Characters of the Paſſions inſpirit his Heroes? It is not 
to be imagim d, that a Man could have been always blind, who 
thus inimitably copies Nature, who: gives every where the proper 
Proportion, Figure, Colour, and Life: nem ſi quis cæcum 
e genitum putat (lays © Paterculus) * ſenſtbus — eſt :? 
He mult certainly have beheld the Creation, - conſider it with 
a long Attention, and enrich'd his Fancy by the moſt ſenſible 
Knowledge of thoſe. _ which he makes al gener foe while 
he but deſcribes the ick Sacha Ac 
As he grew — in Nen, he was train'd np to: Pearivg His Educa- 
if we credit Diodorus) under one Pronapides, a Man of ex- Niger 
« cellent natural Endowments, who taught the Pelaſgict Letter 
> vents by Linus.” From him might 1 * r to preſerve 
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His Travels. 


» y commiteif: it to Writing Which we mention, 
berauſe It u generally bélie “d tio — before his were fo 
preſery'd); and he Heir in the third Line of his Batrochomu- 
omad bia {if ole Piece be allowed te be My" expreſsly ſpeaks of 
3 Write is Works in his Tablets. 

When he was of tipet Years, for his farcher Accompliſhnient, 
add the Gratificiti6 ef his Thirſt of Knowledge, he ſpent a 
conſiderable of His time in travelling. Upon which ac- 
vomit] *Proclas has taken notice that he muſt have abounded 
in Riches: << For Jong Travels, ſays he, occaſion high Expen- 
e, and eſpecially at thold times when Ven could neither 
6 0 Without imminent Danger and Inconveniences, nor had 

lated manner of S with one another. enen 
Wy 1 * ireafoninp | appe n and if it does not 
ove him to have nch ſhews him, at leaſt, to have 
Patrons of à generols Aan who,” obſervitig che Vaſtneſs 
bf his Capacity believ d tHeftiſelves beneficent to Mankind, 
while they poet” one he Neue d born "for ſomerhing en 
eee er nee nad , ee 
/Exyþt being at bares ine Seat of L evening; dhe great 
Wits and Geniur's of Crete us d to travel chithet. Amon 
theſe *Divdorus reckons Homer, and to ſtrengthen d Opt 
alledges that Mukirude of their Norions which he has receivd 
imo Hu Po and of itheir Cuſtems; to which he alludes in 
his/Fibtions ; Jucll 28 his Gbdh, which ate nam'd from the firlt 
Ania Niugt; the Namder of the Muſes taken from the 
vine Minfirels which attended hn; che Feaſt wherein 
us d to ſend their Statues of the Deities into Hibidpin, and to 
return after twelve Days; and the carrying their dead Bothes 
-vver the Lake to a Pivekgr Place calld Hchernfiu hear Mem- 
phis; from whence aroſe tire Stories of baron, Sx; and E 
2 Theſe are Notions which ſo abound in hith, as to ma 


\ + Herodotus ſay, He had iHtrodue'd from (thence che 222 of 


/ 2a 16H. £ 1 Wee Nrn.... . 3 A.. 


. ͤ 4 TE 
10 0 ert Tilo ole uc | 15 r 
a Ax plov '& Schein f Htg c voa Nina. Batroch. 
— ane b-Diod Sic. J. 1. | 
i '"Holodov 9 N e Nuxlay Ter, i001 ire donde uv gefrier yok, % 8 
Too STO! o di of 1 „e, 0 rotor beet Tas inamvulac dbyric, % 


TY T4 * xa vx. 5, Weicht d=, onna. Herodot. J. 2. 


1 Greece. 


Greece. And if others have belie vd he was an *pyptian,. from 


his Knowledge of their Rites and Traditions which were re- 


veal'd but to ; and of the Arts and Cuſtoms which were pra- 


ctis d among eth! in general; it may prove at leaſt rhus much, 
that he was there in his Travels. 


As Greece was in all Probability bis native Country, dad had 


has began to make an Effort for Learning, we cannot doubt 


but he travebd there alſo, with a particular Obſervation.” He 
uſes the different Dialects which were ſpoken in its different Parts, 
as one WhO had been converſant with them all. But the Argu- 


ment which appears moſt irrefragable, is to be taken from his Ca- 


ꝛalggue of the Ships : He has there given us an exact Geography 


of Greece; where its Cities, Mountains, and Plains, are parti- 
cularly mention'd ; 'where the Comiſes of its Rivers are trac'd 
out; where the Countrys are laid in order; their Bounds 


afſign'd, and the uſes of their Soils ſpecify'd';- which the An- 


cients, who compar'd i it with the Original, have allow'd' to be 
fo true in all Points, that' it could never have been owing to 


a looſe and caſual Information. Even 'Srrabr's Aceoumt of 

Greece is but a kind of Commentary upon Homers. 
We may carry this Argument farxher, to ſuppoſe his tabing 

been round ia Minor, from his exact Diviſiot of the Regnum 


Friami vetus (as Horace calls it) into its ſeparate Dynaſties, and 


the Account he gives of the bordering Natibns in Alliance with 


it. Perhaps too, in the Wandrings ober about Sicily, whoſe 
Ports —2 mg hbouring Iſlands 0 mentiot'd, he might con- 
is Heroe where he had made his on Voyage 


trive to ſend 


before. Nor will the Fables he has intermingled be any Obje- 
ction to his having traveFd in thoſe Parts, fince they are not 


related as the Hiſtory of the preſent time, but the Tradition of 
the former. His mention of Thrace, his Deſcription of the 


Beaſts of Lybia, and of the Climate in the Foriunate Iſdanats, 
may ſeem alſo to give us a view of him in the Extreams of 
the Earth, where it was not batbarous or uninhabited. It is 
hard to for limits to the Travels of a Man, who has fet none 
to that deſire of Knowledge which made kink undertake them. 


Who can ſay what People he has not ſeen; Who a _— | 


vers d in the Cuſtoms of all ? He takes the Globe 
in which he introduces his i he launches forward intre- 


AG idly, 
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pidl „like ont to whom no ace is new, and appears a Citi- 

Pe Moria ws = 2 . ian 10 2 obo MW id 
Muhen he erorn'd from his Travels, he ſeems to have apply d 
himſelf to the fmiſbing his Poems, however he might have ei- 
ther deſignd, begun, or purſu d them before. In theſe he has 
treaſur d up his Various Acquiſitions of Knowledge, where they 
have been preſer vd through Ages, to be as an pci Proofs, of 
his on Induſtry, as the Inſtructions of Poſterity. He might 
then deſcribe. his Sacrifices after the Æolian manner; or his 
Leagues with a Mixture of Trojan and Spartan Ceremonies: He 
could then compare the Confuſion of a Multitude to that Tu- 
mult he had obſerwd in the Icarian Sea, daſhing and break- 
ing among its Crowd of Iſlands: He could repreſent the Num- 
bers of an Army, by thoſe Flocks of Swans he had ſeen on 
the Banks of the Cayſter; or being to deſcribe that Heat of 
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Philoſophy; both their Souls -improv'd with Learning, both emi- 
nently rais d above little Deſigns, or the meaner kind of Intereſt, 
and meeting together to conſult the Good of Mankind? But in 
this, I have only indulg'd a Thought which is not to be inſiſted 
upon; the Evidence of Hiſtory rather tends to prove that Ly- 
curgus brought his Works from Aſia after his Death: which 
? Proclus imagines to have happen'd at a great old Age, on ac- 
count of his Circumference, of Learning, for which a ſhort 
Life could never ſuffice. 2 7 
If we would now make a Conjecture concerning the Genius 1 Chars 
and Temper of this great Man; perhaps his Works, which would Nager 
not furniſh us with Facts for his Life, will be more reaſonably 
made uſe of to give us a Picture of his Mind: To this end there- 
fore, we may Sifer the very Name and Notion of a Book to 
vaniſh for a while, and look upon what is left us as a Conver- 
ſation, in order to gain an Acquaintance with Homer. Perhaps 
the general Air of his Works will become the general Character 
of his Genius, and the particular Obſervations give ſome Light 
to the particular Turns of his Temper. His comprehenſive Know- 
ledge — that his Soul was not form'd like a narrow Chanel for 
a ſingle Stream, but as an Expanſe which might receive an Ocean 
into its Boſom; that he had the ſtrongeſt Deſire of Improve- 
ment, and an unbounded Curioſity, which made its Advantage 
of every tranſient Circumſtance, or obvious Accident. His 
ſolid and ſententious Manner may make us admire him for a Man 
of judgment; one who, in the darkeſt Ages, could enter far into 
a Diſquiſition of human Nature; who, notwithſtanding all the 
Changes which Governments, Manners, Rites, and even the 
Notions of Virtue have undergone, could (till abound with ſo 
many Maxims correſpondent to Truth, and Notions applicable 
to ſo many Sciences. The Fire, which is ſo obſervable in his Poem, 
as to give every thing the moſt active Appearance, may make 
us naturally conjecture him to have been of a warm Temper, 
and lively Behaviour; and the pleaſurable Air which every 
Where overſpreads it, may give us reaſon to think, that Fire 
of Imagination was temper'd with Sweetneſs and Affability. If 
we farther obſerve the Particulars he treats of, and imagine thar 
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he laid a Streſs upen the Sentiments he delwers, purſuant to his 
rea Opintensz we thalt'take hint to bel off a religious Spirit, by 
His inecucdeing in almipitoevery Page the worſhip of the: Gods: 
We hall magie Hit ti beé a generous Lover of his Countrey 


a Reighth, as re malte 4 Plararch obſerve; Thar though many 
of the Barbara are made Priſoners or Suppliants; yet hei- 
ther of theſe diſgraceful Accidents (Which are common to all 


Nations in War) ever happens to one Greet throughout his 


JET? 


Works. We ſhall take him to be a compaſſionate Lover 


of Mankind, from his numberleſs Praiſes of Hoſpitality and 
Charity; (if indeed we are not to account for em, as the com- 
mon Writers of his Life imagine, from his owing his Sup 
to cheſe Virtues.) It might ſeem from his Love of Stories, with 
his mantier of telling them ſomerimes, that he gave his own 
Picturè when he painted his Neſtor, and, as wiſe as he was, Was 
no Enemy to Talking. One would think from his Praiſes of 
Wine, his copious Goblets, and r Deſcriptions of Ban- 
quets, that he'was addicted to a ehearful, ſociable Life, which 
e takes notice of as a kind of Tradition; oprollis A to 
neee | . 1-216 SongSiat ing ; 19) 
1 © Laudibus ar guitur vini vinaſus Homerus,” , / 19. * 
And that he was not (as may be gueſs d of Vigil from his Works) 
averſe to the Female Sex, will appear from his care to paitit 
them amiably upon all occaſions: His Andromache' and Peyelope | 
are in each of his Poems moſt ſhining Characters of conjugal 
Affection; even his Helena herſelf is drawn with all the Softnings 
imaginable; his Souldiers are exhorted to combat with the hopes 
of Momen; his Commanders are furniſſd with fair Slaves in 
their Tents, nor is the venerable Neſtor without a Miſtreſſ. 

It is true, that in this way of turning a Bool into a Man, this 
reaſoning from his Works to himſelf, we can at beſt but hit off 
a few Out- ſtrokes of a Character: Wherefore 1 ſhall decline 
the carrying it into more minute Points, and conclude with 
one Diſcovery which we may make from his Hirnte, a' Dis 
covery extreamly proper to be made id this manner, which 


is, that he was of a very modeſt Temper. There is in all 
| r — 8 ab a. att hs Mick alot 
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other Poets a Cuſtom of ſpeaking. f es, and a Vanity 
of ptomiſing | Ecernicy;c/to.; rheir "Writings In uboth which 
Homer, ho has the beſt Tirle : toſ ſpeak gut 0 i altogether 
ſilent. As to the laſſ af chem the World! has: Made him am- 
ple Recompence; it bas given him that Exernity he would not 
promiſe himſelf: But whatever Endeavours have, been offer d in 
reſpect of the former, xe. find Out ſelvescſtill- under an irrepa- 
rable Loſs... That which others have ſajd,of:him-bas,amounred 
to no more than Conjecture ; that which I have ſaid is no far- 
ther to be inſiſted on:? I have us d the libetty which is indulg'd 
me by Procedent, to give in my Opinions among the Accounts 
of others, and the World may be pleas d to receive them as ſo 
many willing Endeavours to gratify its Curioſit r: 
The only unconteſtable Works which Homer has left behind Cataligne U 
him are the {had and Ody/ſes: The Batrachomuamachia of * 
Battle of be Frogs and Mice, has been diſputed, but is however 
allow'd' for his by many great Authorities; amongſt whom : Na- 
ties, has reckon d it like the Culea of Virgil, a Trial of his Force 
before his larger Performances. It is indeed a beautiful: Piece 
of Raillery, in which a great Writer may delight to unbend him- 
ſelf; an Inſtance of that agreeable Trifling, which has been at 
foink time or other indulg d by the fineſt Comes 's, and the Off- 
ſpring of that amuſing and chearful Humour, which generally 
accompanies the Character of a rich Imagination, like a Vein 
of Mercury running mingled with a Mine of Gt. 
The Hymns have been doubted alſo, and 2ttribiated by he 
Scholiaſts, to Cynathus the NRhapfodiſt; bat — the 
Tradition, neither Thucydides. Lucian, nor Hauſauias, have 
ſcrupled to cite them as genuine. We bas: the Authority of 
the two former for that to * bllo, tho it be obſervid that the 
word Nepog is found in it, W which the Book ide Pocſi Hlomerica 
(aſcrib d to Plutarch) tells us, us not in wiſe in Hamers Time. 
We have alſo an Autliority of the laſt for a H/mm to Ceres, 
of which he has given us a Fragment. That to Mar is objected 
againſt for mentioning Turamoes, and that which is the firſt to 
Minerva for uſing r both of them ing n to che 
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Author of the Treatiſe before mention'd) words of a later In- 
vention. The Hymn to Venus has many of its Lines copy d 
by Virgil in the Enterview between ÆAueas, and that Goddeſs 
in the firſt Aie:d; But whether theſe Hymns are Homer's or 
not, they are always judg'd to be near as ancient, if not of the 
fame Age with him. WRT | ce 

The Epigrams are extracted out of the Life ſaid to be 
written by Herodotus, and we leave them as ſuch to ſtand or 
fall with it; except the Epitaph on Midas, which. is of very an- 
cient Authority, quoted without its Author both by Plato and 
Longinus, and (according to Laertius) aſcrib'd by S imonides to 
Cleobulus the wiſe Man; who living long after Homer anſwers 
better to the Age of Midas the Son of Gordias. 

The Margites, which is loſt, is ſaid by Ariſtotle to have 
been a Poem of a comick Nature, wherein Homer made uſe of 


| Tambick Verſes as proper for Raillery. It was a Jeſt upon the 


Fair Sex, and had its Name from one Margites, a weak Man 
who was the Subject of it. The Story is ſomething looſe, as 
may be ſeen by the Account of it ſtill preſerv d in * Exuftathins's 


Comment on the Oahſſes. 


The Cercopes was a Satyrical Work which is alſo loſt; we 
may however imagine it was level'd againſt the Vices of 
Men, if our Conjecture be right that it was founded upon the 
old Fable of the Cercopes, a Nation who were turn'd into 
Monkees for their Frauds and Impoſtures. 

The Deſtruttion of OEchalia, was a Poem of which (accordin 
to Euftathins) Hercules was the Heroe ; and the Subject, his ra- 
vaging that Countrey ; becauſe Eurytus the King had deny'd him 
his Daughter ole. 

The Ilias Minor was a Piece which included both the taking 
of Troy, and the return of the Græciaus; In this was the Sto 


of Simon, which Virgil has made uſe of: Ariſtotle has judg'd it 


not to belong to Homer. | 


The Cypriacks, if it was upon them that Nevins founded his 
Ilias Cypria, (as Mr. Dacier conjectures) were the Love- 


th. 


x Plat. in Phad. y Longin. $. 36. Edit. Tollii. z Laertius ix vita Cleobuli. 
»Ariſt. Poet. cap. 4. b Euſtath. i Odyſſ. 10. c Ovid Metam. I. 14. de Cercop. 
4 Ariſt. Poet. cap. 24. e Dac. on Ariſt. Poet. cap. 24. f Herod. J. 2. 


Adventurets 
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Adventures of the (Ladies at the Siege: theſe are rejected 
by Heradutus, for ſaying that Paris brought Helen to Trovit 
three Days; whereas n aſſerts they were Ga g _— 
from Place to Plackdccme . 

There are alſo other Things aſcribd to him, boch as xhe 
Heprapedlion Goat, . the: Arachnomachia, Ec. in the ludi- 
crous Manner; and the Thebats, Epigoni, or ſecond Siege of 
Thebes, the Phocais, Amazoma, Cc. in the ſerious : which, 
if they were his, are now to be reputed a real Loſs to the 
learned World. Time, in ſome Things, may have prevail'd 
over Homer himſelf, and left only the Names of theſè Works 
as Memorials that ſuch were in being; but while the [had and 
Hahlſer remain, he ſeems like a Leader, who, rho he may 
have faild in a Skirmiſh, has carry d a Victory, for _—_ ery 
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ci TH HE, FG "IG at price of choſe Monuments Monu- 
Antiquity: had fram'd' for him, are but few. It could not be Coins mar 
thought that they who knew ſo little of the Life of Homes — 
could have a right Knowledge of his Perſon; yet had: they © 
Statues: of him as. of their Gods, whoſe Forms they had nevet 
ſeen. | Quinimò que non ſunr, finguinur (ſays * Pliny) pa- 
<. ee atſiuema non tradui vultus, ſicut in Homero 
< event,, But tho che ancient Portraits of him ſeem 
1280 rnddonal;: yet they agree: (as I think Fabreiti has ob- 
erv'd) in xe preſenting * with a ſhort curbd Beard, and 
diſtinct Mar of Age in his Forehead. That which is pre- 
fix d to this Book; is taken from an ancient ar — Buſt, 
in the; Palace of Karne/e: at Rome. 
In Bolli Hus neat Chios there is a Ruin whicha wan-ſhowncfid 
the Houſe of Homer, which Leo Allatius went on Pilgrimage 
to viſit, and (as he tells us) found nothing but a few Stones 
crumbling away with Age, over which, bs and his * 
nions vepr for Satisfaction. 
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They eredted T MY to "RI in n as appears 
FN ane oi theſe is ſuppos d to be yer extant, and 
the ſame which they ſbow for the a of Janus.” It 
agrees with 'S7rabo's Deſcription, a ſquare Building of Stone, 
near a Riyer, thought ta be the Mlec, with two Doors o 
poſite to each he, North and South, , and a large Nicke 
within the Eaſt-Wall, where the Image ſtood : But M. _ 
denies this to be the true Homarium. 

21} Of the Medals ſtruck for him, there are ſana borh a Chivs 
and 1a {till in being, and echibited at the beginning of 
this Eſſay. The molt- ſt Jakable: with reſpect to the Lage 
neſs af the Head is that, of Amaſtris, ich is carefull 
from an Original belonging to the Preſent Earl of 80 
yoke, and is ro. ſame which Gramaqmius Cunerus and Dacier 
Have Copies of, but very incotrectiy-p T ni 215. 

But that which of all the Remains has been of late 5 

chief Amuſement of the Learned, is the Marble call'd his 


? Apatheaſes,/ the Work of Aebelaus of Priens,). and/now in the 


0M. 21 


Palace of Cohuna. Vie ſee there a Temple _ its. 
Vail, where Homer is 


x plac d ona Seat with a Footſtool to it, 
as he has deſcyib'd the Seats: of his Gods; ſupported on each 

{ide with Figures kno /n for the Ih and the Odyſſos, the one 
by the Sword, the other hy che Ornament of a iy, which 
denotes the Voyages o 7 On each ſide of his Foot- 
ſtool are Mice, in Alhuſion to che Hatrachomuomac bia. 

Behind, is Time waiting upon him, and a R with 'Turrets 
on its Head, which: e the Morli, crowning him with 
the; Laurel. Before him is an Altar, à which all the 415 


ate ſaerificity to him as:to theiv!Deity;i On one ſide of the 
Altar ſtands a Boy, repreſenting iMycbohgy, on the other, a 
Woman, elenting Hiſtary; uſder is Hoe bringing 


the Sacred fire; and in a long e Ffageay 
Comedy, Nature, Hue, Memory, Wr and If Ne, 
in all their proper. Attiudes. %% go" [9111 
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| AV] NG now finiſlid hh was Loreal ddncebnitt 
the Hiftory of Homer's Life, I ſhall proceed to that 
| of his Works; and conſidering him no longer as a 
Aan, but as an Author, proſecute the Thread of his Story 
in this his ſecond Life, thro? the different Degrees of Eſteem 
which thoſe Writings have obtain d in different n, 
of:i/Fimes | : 
elt has been the fortune of FRE prone Genluss not to . 
known while they liv'd, either for Want of Hiſtorians, the 
Meanneſs of Fortune, or the Love of Retirement, to which 
a Poetical Temper is peculiarly. addicted. Vet after Death 
their Warks give themſelves a Life in Fame, without the 
help of an Wien and; notwithſtanding the Meanneſs 
af their Author, or his Love of Retreat, they go forth 
among Mankind; the Glories of that Age | which) produc d 
and the Delight of thoſe which follow it. This 18 
rg Fare particularly verify d in Homer, than whom no conſi- 
derable Author is leſa known as to den, or more highly 
valid as to his Productions. or: baA 
The earlieſt Account of a is Giid by »Phttzavch robe The ff. 
forme time after his Death, when Lycusgus ſaid? to Afa': of bis Works 
- \. ve had the firſt light of Homers Works; which were > 3 
Oy preſet w d by the Grand- children of Creophbilus ; nd” © 
ſerv'd that their le Air of Fiction _ 
by not c hinder the Poets abounding in Maxims of State 
e, Rules of Morality,” he branferib d aud carryd —.— 
d chat entire Collection we have now among us: For a 
that time (continues this Author) there was only an ob- 
ſcure Rumour in Greece to the Reputation of theſe Poems, 
<6 aud Fre few ſeatter d 3 handed about, till — 
Thus they were in 
A ced; by the Mis | 
tune ni Age; © wane of Taft Wan or the mans 
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ner in which they were left to Poſterity, when they fell into 
the Hands of Lycurgus. He was a Man of great Learning, 
a Law-giver to a People divided and untractable, and one 
who had a Notion that Poetry influenc'd and civiliz d the 
Minds of Men; which made him ſmooth the way to his 
Conſtitution by the Songs of Thales the Cretzn, whom he en- 
gag d to vtite upon Obedience and Concord. As he proposd 
to himſelf that the Conſtitution he would raiſe upon this 
their Union ſhould be of a martial Nature, theſe Poems were 
of an extraordinary Value to him: for they came with a full 
Force into his Scheme; the Moral they inſpir' d was Unity; 
the Air they breath d was Martial; and their Story had this 
particular Engagement for the Lacedemonans, that it ſhewꝰd 
Gyeece in War, and Aſia ſubdu'd under the Conduct of one 
of their own Monarchs, who. commanded all the Grecian 
Princes. Thus the Poet both pleas d the/Law-giver,: and the 
People: from whenct he had a double Influence when the 
Laws were ſettled. For his Poem then became a Panegyrick 
on their Conſtitution, as well. as a Regiſter of their Glory; 
and confirm d them in the Loe of it by a gallant Deſcri- 
ption of thoſe Qualities and Actions for which it was adapted. 
This made Cleamenes call him The Poet of the Lacedæmonians: 
And therefore when we remember that Homer owed the Pub- 
lication of his Works to Lycurgus, we ſhould grant too, that 
 Lycurgus owed in ſome degree the Enforcement of his Laws 
to the Works of Homer. v0 le iet amar, 
At their firſt Appearance in Greece, they were not digeſted 
into a regular Body, but remain'd as they were brought over 
in ſeveral detach d Pieces, calłd (according to Alan) from 
the Subject on which they treated; as the Battle at the Ships, 
the Death o Dolon, the Valogr-of Agamemnon, the Patro- 
clea, the Grot, of Calyplo, Slaughter of::the-Wooers, and the 
like. Nor were theſe.;entitled;Books, but Rhapſaates ; from 
whence they Who ſung them had the Title of Rhapſoaiſtt. 
It was in this manner they began to be diſperſt, xhile their 
Poetry, their, Hiſtory, che Glory they aſcribd to Greece in 
general, the particular Deſcription they gave of it, and the 
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Compliment they paid to every little State by an honourable 
mention, ſo influenc'd all, that they were tranſcrib'd and ſung 
with general Approbation. But what ſeems to have moſt re- 


commended them was, that Greece which could not be 


great in its divided Condition, looked upon the Fable of 
them as a likely Plan of future Grandeur. They ſeem from 
thenceforward to have had an Eye upon the Conqueſt of Aſia ; 
as a proper Undertaking which by its Importance might 
occaſion Union enough to give a Diverſion from Civil Wars, 
and by its Proſecution bring in an Acquiſition of Honour 
and Empire. This is the meaning of *//ocrates, when he tells 
us, That © Homer's Poetry was in the greater Eſteem, becauſe 
cc it gave exceeding Praiſe to thoſe who fought againſt the 
tt Barbarians. Our Anceſtors (continues he) honour'd: it 
« with a Place in Education and muſical Conteſts, that by 
<« often hearing it we ſhould have a Notion of an original 
C Enmity between us and thoſe Nations; and that admiring 
<« the Virtue of thoſe who fought at 7roy, we ſhould be in- 
« duc'd to emulare their Glory.“ And indeed they never 
quitted this thought, till they had ſucceſsfully carry'd their 
Arms where-ever Homer might thus excite them. 
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| But while his Works were faffer'd to lie in an unconnected Pige/ted im 


order at A- 


manner, the Chain of Story was not always perceiv'd, ſo that thens. 


they loſt much of their Force and Beauty by being read diſ- 
orderly. Wherefore as'Laced&mon had the firſt Honour of 
their Publication by Lycurgus, that of their Regulation fell 
to the ſhare of Aubens in the time of Solon, who himſelf made 
a Law for their recital. It was then that Pſiſtratus, the Ty- 
rant of Athens, who was a Man of great Learning and Elo- 
quence (as Cicero has it) firſt put together the confus'd Parts 
of Homer, according to that Regularity in which they are now 
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handed down to us. He divided them into the two different 
Works, entitled the Iliad and Odyſſes; he digeſted each ac- 
cording to the Author's deſign, to make their Plans become 
evident; and diſtinguiſh'd each again into twenty four Books, 
to which were afterwards| prefix d the twenty four Letters. 
There is a Paſſage indeed in Plato, which takes this Work 
from Piſiſtratus, by giving it to his Son Hypparebus; with 
this addition, that he commanded them to be ſung at the 
Feaſt call'd Panathenea. Perhaps it may be, as Leo Allatius 
has imagin'd, becauſe the Son publiſt'd the Copy more cor- 


realy : This he offers, to reconcile ſo great a Teſtimony as 


Plato's to the Cloud of Witneſſes which are againſt him 
in it: But be that as it will, Athens ſtill claims its proper 
Honour of reſcuing the Father of Learning from the Injuries 
of Time, of having reſtor'd Homer to himſelf, and given 
the World a view of him in his Perfection. So that if his 
Verſes were before admir'd-for their U/e and Beauty, as the 
Stars were before they were conſider'd in a Syſtem of Science; 
they are now admir'd-much more for their graceful Harmony, 
and that Sphere of Order in which they appear to move. They 
became henceforward more the Pleaſure of the Wits of Greece; 
more the Subject of their Studies, and the Employment of 
their Pens. 3 17 U 13 91 rn 
About the time that this new Edition of Homer was pub- 
liſnd in Athens, there was one Cynethus, a learned Rhap- 
ſodliſt, who (as the Scholiaſt of Pindar informs us) ſettled firſt 
at Hyracuſc in that Employment; and if (as Leo Allatius be- 
lieves) he had been before an Aſſiſtant in the Edition, he 
may be ſuppos d to have firſt carry d it abroad. But it was 
not long preſerv'd correct among his Followers; they com- 
mitted Miſtakes in their Tranſcriptions and Repetitions, and 
had even the Preſumption to alter ſome Lines, and interpo- 
late others. Thus the Works of Homer ran the danger of 
being utterly defacd; which made it become the concern of 
Kings and Philoſophers, that they ſhould be reſtor'd to their 
Primitive Beauſxr.. | ork 
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In the Front of theſe is Alexander the Great, for whom Th EA 
they will appear peculiarly calculated, if we conſider that 5%. 
no Books more enliven or flatter perſonal Valour, which was ander. 


great in him to what we call Romantick : Neither has any 
Book more places applicable to his Deſigns on Aſia, or (as 
it happen'd) to his Aci ions there. It was then no ill Compli- 
ment in Arxiſtotle to purge the Iliad, upon his account, from 
thoſe Errors and Additions which had crept into it. And fo 
far was Alexander himſelf from eſteeming it a Matter of ſmall 
Importance, that he afterwards aſſiſted in a ſtrict Review of 
it with Anaxarchus and Caliſtbenes; whether it was meerly 
becauſe he eſteem'd it a Treaſury of military Virtue and Know- 
ledge; or that (according to a late ingenious Conjecture) he 
had a farther Aim, in promoting the Propagation of it when 
he was ambitious to be eſteem'd a Son of Jupiter; as a Book 
which treating of the Sons of the Gods, might make the In- 
tercourſe between them and Mortals become a familiar No- 
tion. The Review being finiſh'd, he laid it up in a Casket 
which was found among the Spoils of Darius as what beſt de- 
ſerv'd fo ineſtimable a Caſe, and from this Circumſtance it 
was nam d The Eduion of the Castet, 


The Place where the Works of Homer were next found in EA 
the greateſt Regard, is Agyprt, under the Reign of the Pro- Exp.. 


lomys. Theſe Kings being deſcended from Greece retain'd 
always a-Paſlion for their original Country. The Men, the 
Books, the Qualifications of it, were in eſteem in their Court; 
they preſerv d the Language in their Family; they encourag'd 
a Concourſe of learned Men; erected the greateſt Library in 
the World; and train'd up their Princes under Græcian Tu- 
tors; among whom the moſt conſiderable were appointed for 
Reviſers of Homer. The firſt of theſe was Zenodotus, Li- 
brary-Keeper to the firſt Prolomy, and qualify'd for this Un- 
dertaking by being both a Poet, and a Grammarian ; a com- 
pounded Character in which there was Fancy for a Diſco- 
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very of Beauties, and a minuter Judgment for a Detection of 
Faults. But neither his Copy nor that which his Diſciple 
Ariſtophanes had made, ſatisfying Ariſtarchus, (whom Prolomy 
Philometor had appointed over his Son Euergetes) he ſet him- 
ſelf to another Correction with all the Wit and Learn- 
ing he was Maſter of. He reſtor d ſome Verſes to their for- 
mer Readings, teje&ed others which he mark'd with Obe- 
lia as ſpurious, and proceeded with fuch induſtrious Ac- | 
curacy, that, notwithſtanding there were ſome who wrote 
againſt his Performance, Antiquity has generally acquieſ'd 
in it. Nay, fo far have they carry'd their Opinion in his fa- 
vour, as to call a Man an Ariſtarchus when they meant to 
ſay a candid, judicious Critick ; in the ſame manner as they 
call the contrary a Zoilus, from that Zoilus who about this 
time wrote an envious Criticiſm againſt Homer. And now 
we mention theſe two together, I fancy it will be no ſmall 
Pleaſure to the benevolent Part of Mankind, to ſee how their 
Characters ſtand in Contraſt to each other, for Examples to 
future Ages, at the head of the two contrary ſorts of Criti- 
eiſm, which proceed from good Nature, or from ill Will. 
The one was honour'd with the Offices and Countenance of 
the Court; the other, when he apply' d to the fame Place 
for an Encouragement amongſt the Men of Learning, had 
his Petition rejected: The one had his Fame continu'd to 
Poſterity; the other is only rememberd with Infamy : If 
the one had Antagoniſts, they were oblig'd to pay him the 
deference of a formal Anſwer; the other was never anſwer'd 
but in general, with thoſe opprobrious Names of Thracian 
Slave and Rhetorical Dog -- The one is ſuppos'd to have his 
Copy ſtill remaining; while the other's Remarks are periſt'd 
as things that Men were aſham'd to preſerve, the juſt De- 
fert of whatever ariſes from the miſerable Principles of ill 
„ no os ning nrag wa 3 
It was not the Ambition of Agypt only to have a 


A, correct Edition of Homer. We in the * Life of 
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Odyſſes, was ſent for by Auiochus King of Hyria, and enter- 
tain d by him while he finiſſd one of the Had. We 
read too of others which were publiſh'd' with the Names of 

Countrys; ſuch as the *Maſſalzorick and Synopirt : as if the 
World were agreed to make his Works in their Survival un- 
dergo the ſame Fate with himſelf; and that as different Cities 
contended for his Birth, ſo they might again contend for his 

true Edition. But though theſe Reviews were not peculiar 
to Agypt, the greateſt Honour was theirs, in that univerſal 
Approbation which the Performance of Ariſtarchus receiv'd ; 
and if it be not his Edition which we have at preſent, we 
know not to whom to aſcribe it. | | 
But the World was not contented barely to have ſettled an . India ad 
Edition of his Works. There were innumerable Comments 
in which they were open'd like a Treaſury of Learning ; and 
Tranſlations whereby other Languages became enrich'd by 
an Infuſion of his Spirit of Poetry. *A#har tells us, that 
even the Indians had them in their Tongue, and the Perſian 
Kings ſung them in theirs. * Peyſius mentions a Merſion into 
Latin by Labeo, and in general the Paſſages and Imitations 
which are taken from him, are ſo numerous that he ma 
be ſaid to have been tranſlated by piecemeal into that, and 
all other Languages. Which affords us this Remark, that 
there is hardly any thing in him, which has not been pitch'd 
upon by ſome Author or other for a particular Beauty. 

It is almoſt incredible to what an Height the Idea of that 2 Eater, 
Veneration the Ancients paid to Homer will ariſe, to one — = 
who reads particularly with this view, through all theſe Pe- rf 
riods. He was no ſooner come from his Obſcurity, but Greece ris. 
receiv'd him with Delight and Profit: There were then but 
few Books to divide their Attention, and none which had a 
better Title to engroſs it all. They made ſome daily Diſco- 
veries of his Beauties, which were ſtill promoted in their 
different Channels by the favourite Qualities of different Na- 
tions. Sparta and Macedon conſider d him moſt in reſpe& 
of his warlite Spirit; Athens and Agypt with regard to his 
Poetry and Learning ; and all their Endeavours united under 
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the Hands of the Learned, to make him blaze forth into an 
univerſal Character. His Works, which from the beginning 
paſgd for excellent Poerry, grew to be Hiſtory and Geography j 
they roſe to be a Magazine of Srrences ; were exalted into a 
Scheme of Religion; gave a/ Sanction to whatever Rires they 
mention d; were quòted in all Caſes for the Canduct of Life, 
and learned by Heart as the very Book of Belief and Practice. 
From him the Poets drew their Inſpirations, the Crizicks their 
Rules, and the Philoſophers a Defence of their Opinions: 
Every Author was fond to uſe his Name; and every Profeſſion 
writ Books upon him, till they ſwell'd to Libraries. The 
Warriors form'd themſelves by his Heroes, and the Oracles 
deliver his Verſes for Anſwers. Nor was Mankind ſatisfy'd 
to have thus ſeated his Character at the top of human Wiſ- 
dom, but being overborn with an „ e that he tranſ- 
cended their Species, they admitted him to ſhare in thoſe 
| Honours they gave the Deities. They inſtituted Games for 
1 him, dedicated Statues, erected Temples, as at Smyrna, Chios 
'q | and Alexandria; and *fhan tells us, That when the Argmes 
1 facrific'd with their Gueſts, they us'd to invoke the Preſence 
14 of Apollo and Homer together. TOY ee 
The Decline | Thus he was ſettled on a Foot of Adoration, and conti- 
e their Cho" ned highly venerated in the Roman Empire, when Chriſtia- 
beginning of nity began. Heatheniſm was then to be deſtroy'd, and Homer 
— appear d the Father of it; whoſe Fictions were at once the 
Belief of the Pagan Religion, and the Objections of Chriſtianity 
a againſt it. He became therefore very deeply involy'd 
in the Queſtion; and not with that Honour which hitherto 
attended him, but as a Criminal who had drawn the World 
| into Folly. | He was on one hand accus'd for having fram'd 
$ Fables upon the Works of Maſes; as the Rebellion of the 
Giants from the building of Babel, and the caſting Ae or 
Kriſe out of Heaven from the Fall of Lucifer. He was ex- 
d on the other hand for thoſe which he is ſaid to invent, 
as when "Arnobius crys out, This is the Man who wounded 
« your Venus, impriſon'd your Mars, who free'd even your 
* Juplu- by Briareus, and who finds Authorities for 
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t all your Vices,” Ge. Mankind was * derided for what- 


ever he had hitherto made them believe; and Plato, who 


expell'd him his Commonwealth, has, of all the Philoſophers, 


found the beſt Quarter from the Fathers, for paſſing 


that Sentence. His fineſt Beauties began to take a new A 
pearance of pernicious Qualities; and becauſe they might 
confider'd as Allurements to Fancy, or Supports to thoſe 
Exrors with which they were mingled, they were to be de- 
eciated while the Conteſt of Faith was in being. It was 


ence, that the reading them was diſcourag'd, that we hear 


Ruffinus accuſing St. Jerome for it, and that ” St. Auſtin rejects 
him as the grand Maſter of Fable; tho indeed the dulcrſſim? 
varus which he applies to Homer, looks but like a fondling 
manner of parting with him. 7: ie 1 | 
This ſtrong Attack againſt our Author oblig d thoſe Phi- 
loſophers who could have acquieſc'd as his Admirers, to ap 
pear as his Defenders; who becauſe they ſaw the Fables 
could not be literally ſupported, endeavour d to find a hidden 
Senſe, and to carry on every where that Vein of Allegory 
which was already broken open with Succeſs in ſome Places. 
But how miſerably were they forc'd to Shifts, when they 
made * Juno dreſſing in the Ceſtos for _ to ſignify the 
purging of the Air as it approach'd the Fire? Or the Story 


of Mars and Venus, that Inclination they have to Inconti- 
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nency who are born when theſe Planets are in Conjunction? 


Wit and Learning had here a large Field to diſplay them- 
ſelves, and to diſagree in: for ſometimes Jupiter, and ſome- 


times Julcan, was made to ſignify the Fire; or Mars and 


Venus were allow'd to give us a Lecture of Morality at one 
time, and a Problem of Afronomy at another. And theſe 
ſtrange Diſcoveries, which *Porphyry and the reſt would have 
to paſs for the genuine Theology of the Greeks, prove but (as 
Euſebius terms it) the perverting of Fables into a myſtick 
Senſe. They did indeed often defend Homer, but then they 
32 away their Gods by doing ſo. What the World 
too 
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Byes into à figurative Meaning, a moral Truth, or a Piece of 


Learning which might equally correſpond to any Religion; 


and the Leatned at laſt. had left themſelves nothing to wor- 
ſhip,” when they came ro find an Object in Chriſtianity. | | 
The Diſpute of Faith being over, ancient Learning re-aſ- 
ſumed its Dignity, and Homer obtain'd his proper Place in 
the Eſteem of Mankind. His Books are now no longer the 
Scheme of a living Religion, but become the Regiſter of one 
of former Times. They are not now receiv'd for a Rule of 
Life, but valu d. for thoſe juſt Obſervations which are diſpers d 
through them. They are no longer pronounc'd from Ora- 
cles, but quoted ſtill by Authors for their Learning. Thoſe 
Remarks which the Philoſophers made upon them, have their 
Weight with us; thoſe Beauties which the Poets dwell'd 
upon, their Admiration: And even after the Abatement of 
what was extravagant in his Run of Praiſe, he remains con- 
feſſedly a mighty Genius not tranſcended by any which have 
ſince ariſen; a Prince, as well as a Father, of Poetry, 
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T remains in this Hiſtorical Eflay, to regulate our pre- 
1 ſent Opinion of Homer by a view of his Learning, 

compar'd with that of his Age. For this end he may 
firſt be conſider'd as a Poet, that Character which was his pro- 
feſſedly; and ſecondly as one endow'd with other Sciences, 
which muſt be ſpoken of not as in themſelves, but as in 
Subſerviency to his main Deſign. Thus he will be ſeen on 
his right Foot of Perfection in one view, and with the juſt 
Allowances which ſhould be made on the other : While we 
paſs through the ſeveral Heads of Science, the State of thoſe 
Times in which he writ will ſhow us both the Impediments 
he roſe under, and the Reaſons why ſeveral things in him 


which have been objected to, either could not, or ſhould 
not be otherwiſe than they are. 


As for the State of Poetry, it was at a low Pitch in the 
Age of Homer. There is mention of Orpheus, Linus, and 
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Muſaus, venerable Names in Antiquity, and eminently cele- 
brated in Fable for the wonderful Power of their Songs and 

Muſick. The learned Fabricius, in his Brbliorbeca Græca, has 
reckon'd about ſeventy who are ſaid to have written before 
Homer: but their Works were not preſerv'd,. and can be onl 
conſider d (if they were really excellent) as the Happineſs of 
their own Generation. What ſort of Poets Homer ſaw in his 
own Time may be gather'd from his Deſcription of Demo- 
docus and Phemins, whom he has introduc. as Opportunities 
to celebrate his Profeſſion. The imperfect Riſings of the 
Art lay then among the Extempore- Singers of Stories at Ban- 
quets, who were half Singers, half Muſicians. Nor was the 
Name of Poet then in being, or once us d throughout Homer's 
Works. From this poor State of Poetry, he has taken a handle 
to uſher it into the World with the boldeſt Stroke of Praiſe 
which has ever been given it. It is in the eighth Odyſſey, 
where Ulyſſes. puts Demodocus . a trial of Skill. Demo- 
docus having diverted the Gueſts with ſome Actions of the 
Trojan War; All this (ſays Ulyſſes) you have ſung very 
<« elegantly, as if you had either been preſent, or heard it 
< reported; but paſs now to a Subject I ſhall give you, ſing 
ee the Management of Ulyſes in the wooden Horſe, juſt as it 

© happen'd, and I will acknowledge the Gods have taught 
4 you your Songs.” This the Singer being inſpir'd 
from Heaven begins immediately, and Lies by weep- 
ing at the recital confeſſes the Truth of it. We ſee 
here a Narration which could only paſs upon an Age ex- 
treamly ignorant in the Nature of Poetry, where that Claim 
of Inſpiration is given to it, which it has never ſince 
laid down, and (which is more) a Power of prophecying at 
a aſcrib'd to it. Thus much therefore we gather = | 
himſelf concerning the moſt ancient State of Poetry in Greece; 
that no one was honour'd with the Name of Poet, before Him 
whom it has eſpecially belong'd to ever after. And if we 
farther appeal to the conſent of Authors, we find he has 
other Titles for being call'd the firſt. © Jaſepbus obſerves, 
That the Greeks have not conteſted. but he was the "moſt 
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ancient, | whoſe Books they had in Writing. Ariſtotle ſays, 
He was the © firſt who brought all the Parts of a Poem into 
«one Piece,” to which he adds, © with true Judgment,” to 
give him a Praiſe including both the Invention and Perfe- 
&tion. And Horace acquaints us, that he invented the ver 


Meaſure which is call'd Hero:ck from the Subjects on which 
he employ d it; | : Sat : 


Res geſtæ regumque, ducumque, & fortia bella, 
Q! ſeribi poſſint numero monſtravit Homerus *. 
Whatever was ſerious or magnificent made a _ of his Sub- 
ject: War and Peace- were the comprehenſive Diviſion in 
which he conſider'd the World; and the Plans of his Poems 
were founded on the moſt active Scenes of each, the Adven- 
tures of a Siege, and the Accidents of a Voyage. For theſe 
his Spirit was equally active and various, lofty in Expreſſion, 
clear in Narration, natural in Deſcription, rapid in Action, 
abundant in Figures. If ever he appears leſs than himſelf, it 
is from the Time he writ in; and if he runs into Errors, it 
is from an Exceſs, rather than a Defe& of Genius. Thus he 
roſe over the Poetical World, ſhining out like a Sun all at 
once, which if it ſometimes make too faint an Appearance, 
tis to be aſcrib'd only to the neceſſity of the Seaſon that 
keeps it at a diſtance; and if he is ſometimes too vivlent, we 
confeſs at the ſame time that we owe all things to his Hear. 

As for his Theology, we ſee the Heathen Syſtem entirely 
follow'd. This was all he could then have to work upon, and 
where he fails of Truth for want of Revelation he at leaſt 


' ſhows his Knowledge in his own Religion by the Traditions 


he delivers. But we are now upon a Point to be farther 
handled, becauſe the preateſt Controverſy concerning the 
Merit of Homer depends upon it. Let us conſider then that 
there was an Age in Greece, when natural Reaſon only diſcover'd 
there muſt be ſomething ſuperior to us, and Tradition had af- 
fie d the Notion to a Number of Deities. At this time Homer 
roſe with the fineſt Turn imaginable for Poetry, who deſigu- 
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ing to inſtruct Mankind in the manner fot Which he was 


moſt adapted, writ Poems wherein he made uſe of the Mi- 


niſtry of the Gods to give the higheſt Ait of Surprize and 
Veneration to his Writings. He found the — of Man- 
kind wrapt up in Fables; it was thought then the eaſieſt way 
to convey Morals to the People, who were allur d to Attention 
by Pleaſure, and aw'd with rhe Opinion of a hidden Myſtery. 
Nor was it his Bufineſs when he undertook the Province 
of a Poet (not of a meer * to be the firſt who 
ſhould diſcard That which furniſhes Poetry with its moſt 
beautiful Appearance: and eſpecially ſince the Age he liv'd 
in, by diſcovering its Taſte, had not on 0 
rity, but even put him under the neceſſity of preſerving it. 
Whatever therefore he might think of His Gods, he took 
them as he found them: he brought them into Action accord- 
ing to the Notions which were then entertait'd, and in ſome 


ly given him Autho- 
1 
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Stories as they were then believ d; unleſs we imagine that he 


invented every thing he delivets. Vet there are ſeveral Rays 
of Truth ſtreaming through all this Darkneſs, in thoſe Senti- 
ments he entertains concerning the Gods; and ſeveral A/le- 
gories lightly veil'd over, from whence the learned drew new 
Knowledges, each Hon to his Power of Penetration and 
Fancy. But that we may the better comprehend him in all 
the Parts of this general View, let us extract from him a 

Scheme of his Reſigion. ine inne WEIRES | 
He has a Jupiter, a Father of Gods and Men, whom he 
makes ſupream, and to whom he applies ſeveral Attri- 
butes, as Wifdom, Juſtice, Knowledge, Power, Er. 
which are eſſentially inherent to the Ide of a God. He 
has given him two Veſſels, out of which he diſtributes 
natural Good or Evil for the Life of Man; he places the Gods 


in Council round him; he makes Prayers paſs to and fro 


befote him; and Mankind adore him with Sacrifice. But all 
this grand Appearance, wherein Poetry paid a deference to 
Reafon, is daffrd and mingled with the Imperfection of our 
Nature; not only with the applying our Pafflons to the ſu- 
preme Being (for Men have always been treated with this 


—— 
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Complyance to their Notions) but that he is not even ex- 
empted from our common Appetites and Frailties: For he is 
made to eat, drink, and ſleep: but this his Admirers would 
imagine to be only a groſſer way of repreſenting a general 
Notion of Happineſs, becauſe he ſays in one place, that 
the Food of the Gods was not of the ſame Nature with ours. 
But upon the whole, while he endeavour'd to ſpeak of a Deity 
without a right Information, he was forc'd to take him from 
that Image * diſcoverd in Man; and (like one who being 
dazled with the Sun in the Heavens, would view him as he is 
reflected in a River) he has taken off the Impreſſion not only 
ruffled with the Emotion of our Paſſions, but obfcur'd with 
the earthy Mixture of our Natures... | ,  _ 
The other Gods have all their Provinces affign'd em: 
Every thing has its peculiar Deity, ſays Maximus Tyrius, 
« by which Homer would inſinuate that the Godhead was 
*. preſent to all things.” When they are conſider'd farther, 
we find he has turn'd the Virtues and Endowments of our 
Minds into Perſons, to make the Springs of Action become 
viſible; and becauſe they are given by the Gods, he re- 
preſents them as Gods themſelves deſcending from Heaven. 
In the ſame ſtrong Light he ſhows our Vices when they oc- 
caſion Misfortunes, like extraordinary Powers which inflict 
them upon us, and even our natural Puniſhments are repreſented 
as Puniſhers themſelves. But when we come to ſee the man- 
ner they are introduc'd in, they are found feaſting, fighting, 
wounded by Men, and ſhedding a ſort of Blood; in which 
his Machines play a little. too grofly: the Fable which was 
admitted to procure: the; Pleaſure of Surprize, violently op 
preſſes the Allegory, and it may be loſt labour to ſearch for 
it in every minute Circumſtance, if indeed it was intended to 
be there. The main Deſign was however Philoſophical, the 
Dreſs the Poets, which is us'd for neceſſity and allow'd to 
be ornamental. And there will be ſomething ſtill to be of- 
fer d in his Defence, if he has both preſerved the grand Moral 
from being obſcur d, and adorn'd the Parts of his Works with 
ſuch Sentiments of the Gods as belong'd to the Age he liv'd 
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in; which that he did, appears from his having then had 
that Succeſs ſor which Allegory was contrivd. It is the 
% Madneſs of Man, ſays Maimus Tyrius, to diſeſteem what 
<« is plain and admire what is hidden; This the Poets diſ- 
covering invented the Fable for a Remedy, when they 
ce treated of holy; Matters; which being more obſcure than 
ce Converſation, and more clear than the Riddle, is a Mean 
e between Knowledge and Ignorance; belie d partly for being 
c agreeable, and partly for being wonderful. Thus as Poets 
“ in Name, and Philoſophers in Effect, they drew Mankind 
ce gradually to a ſearch after Truth, when the Name of Phi- 
<« loſopher would have been harſh and diſpleaſing.“ 00 
When Homer proceeds to tell us our Duty to theſe ſupe- 
rior Beings, we find Prayer, Sacrifice, Luſtration, and all the 
Rites which were eſteem'd religious, conſtantly recommended 
under fear of their Diſpleaſure. We find too a Notion of the 


Soul's ſubſiſting after this Life, but for want of Revelation he 


knows not what to reckon the Happineſs of a future State, to 
any one who was not deify d: Which is plain from the Spe 

of !Achilles to Ulyſſes:in' the Region of 

tells him, that he would rather ſerve the pooreſt Creature 
“% upon Earth than rule over all; the departed.“ It was 
chiefly for this Reaſon; that Plato excluded him his Com- 
mon-Wealth ; he thought Homer ſpoke indecently of the 
Gods, and dreadfully of a future State; in which Sentence he 
has made no Allowance for the Times he vrit in. But 
if he can not be defended in every og as a Theologiſt, 
yet we may ſay — of his Poetry, that he has enrich'd 
it from Theology with ttue Sentiments for Profit, 'adorn'd it 
with Allegories for Pleaſure, and by uſing ſome Machines 
which have no farther Significancy or are fo refin'd as to 
make it doubted if they have any, he has however produc'd 
that Character in Poetry which we call the Marvellous, and 


from which the Agreeable. (according to Ariſtotle) is always 


inſe arable. 2 F 44 L J ana! 101. £1: 1 
If we take the State of Greece at his time in a Political 
View, we find it a * diſunited Country, made up of ſmall 
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States; and whatever was! manag'd in War amounted to no 
more than inteſtine Skirmiſhes or Pyracies abroad, which 
were eaſily reveng d on account of xheir Diſunion: Thus 
one Prople ſtole Europa, and another In; the Græciam took 
Heſione from Troy, and the Trojans took Helena from Greece 
in Revenge! Bur this laſt having greater Friends and Alliances 
than any upon whom the Rapes had hitherto fallen, the Ruin 
of Troy was the Conſequence; and the Force of the Aſiaticl 
Coaſts Was ſo broken, that this Accident put an end to the 
Age of Pyracies. Then the inteſtine Broils of Greece (which 
had been diſcontinued during the League) were renew'd 
upon its Diſſolution. War and Sedition 'mov'd People from 
Place to Place during its want of Inhabitants; Exiles from 
one Country were recei vd for Kings in another; and Leaders 
took Tracts of Ground to beſtow / them upon their Followers, 
Commerce was neglected; living at home unſafe,” and no- 
thing of Moment tranſacted by any but againſt their Neigh- 
bours: Athens only, where the People were undiſturb'd be- 
cauſe it was a barren Soil which no Body coveted; had begun 
to ſend Colonies abroad; being-/over-ſtock'd with Inhabitants. 
Now a Poem coming out at ſo ſeaſonable a Time, with a 
Moral capable of healing theſe Diſorders W 
Union), we may reaſonably chinle it was deſign'd for that 
End to which it is ſo peculiarly adapted. If we ima- 
gine therefore that Homer was a Politician in this Affair, we 
may ſuppoſe him to have look d back into the Ages paſt,” to 
ſee if at any time the Diſorder had been leſs; and to have 
pitch'd upon that Story wherein it found a temporary Cure, 
that by-celebrating it with all poſſible Honour he might in- 
ſtil a Deſire of the ſame forriof Union into the Hearts of his 
Countrymen. This indeed was a Work which could belong 
to none but a Poet; When Governors had Power only over 
ſmall Territories, and the numerous Governments were every 
way independent. It was then that all the Charms of Poetry 
were call d forth to inſinuate the important Glory of an Alli- 
ance, and the Iliad deliverd from the Mw/ds with all the 
Pomp of Words and artificial Inffuefice. Union among 
themſelves was „Peace at home, and G 
abroad: And leſt this ſhould be render d uſeleſa by Miſma- 
5260 of 
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46 


Au E$8av o HOMER: 


nagements; he lets us into farther Leſſons concerning it. 


How) when his Kings quarrel, their Subjects ſuffer ; when 
they act in Conjunction, Victory attends them. When they 
mect in Council;! Plaus hre drawh and Proviſions made for 
future Action; and ken in the Field, the Arts of War are 
deſcrib d with the greateſt Exactneſs. Theſe were Lectures 
of general Concern to Mankind, proper for the Poet to de- 
liver and Kings to attend to; ſuch as made Porphyry write 
of the Profit that Princes might receive from Homer; and 


¶Hratocles, Hermias, and Frontinus extract military Diſcipline 


out of him Thus the! Plato has baniſh'd him from one 


imaginary Commonwealth, he has ſtill been ſerviceable to 
many real Kingdoms. ah 

The Morality of Gyeece could not be perfect while there 
was a Weakneſs in its Government; Faults in Politicks are oc- 
caſion'd by Faults in Ethicks, and occaſion them in their 
turn. The Diviſion into ſo many States was the riſe of fre- 
quent Quarrels, whereby Men were bred up in a kind of 
rough untraRable Diſpoſition.” Bodily Strength met with 
the greateſt Honours, becauſe it was daily neceſſary to the 
Subſiſtence of little Governments; and that headlong Courage 
which throws itſelf forward to Enterprize and Plunder, was 
univerſally careſꝰ d, becauſe it carryd all things before it. 
It is no wonder in an Age of ſueh Education and Cuſtoms, 
that, as Thucyaides ſays, Robbing was honour'd, provided 
it were done with Gallantry, aut the ancient Poets 
made People queſtion one another as they fail'd by, F they 
© were Thieves? as a thing for 'which no one oughit either 
eto be ſcorn'd or upbraid d Thels were the ſort of Acti- 
ons which the' Singers then recorded, and it was out of ſuch 
an Age that Homer was to take his Subjects. For this reaſon 
(not a want of Morality in him) ve ſee a boaſting Temper 
and unmanag'd Rovghneſs in the Spirit of his Heroes, 
which: ran out in Pride, Anger, or Ctuelty. It is not in 
him as in our modern Romances, where Men are drawn in Per- 
fection, and e but read with a tendet Weakneſs what we can 
neither apply nor emulate. Homer writ for Men, and there- 
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fore he writ of them; if the World had been better, he would 
have ſhown it ſo; as the Matter now ſtands, we ſee his Peo- 
ple with the turn ' of his Age, inſatiably chirſting after Glory 
14 plunder; for which however he has found them a law- 
ful Cauſe, and taken care 10 dera their Sycccls «h n 
Very. Faults. Sick! 

In the Proſecution, of che Seve every Part of it Rey its 
Leſſons of Morality : There is brotherly Love in Agamemnon 
and Menelaus, Friendſhip in Achilles and Patroclus, and the 
Love of his Country in Hector. But ſince we have ſpoken 

of the /had as more particular for its Politicks, ve may con- 
ſider the Oahſſes as its Moral is more directly fram'd for 
Ethicks. It carries the Heroe through a wotld of Trials both 

of the dangerous and pleaſurable Nature. It ſhows him firſt 
under moſt ſurprizing Weights of Adverſity, among Ship- 
wrecks, and Savages ; all theſe he is made to paſs through in 
the Methods by which it becomes 2 Man to conquer; a Pa- 
tience in ſuffering, and a Preſence of Mind in every Accident. 
It ſhows him again in another View, tempted. with the Baits 
of idle or unlav/ ful Pleaſures, and then points out the Me- 
thods of being ſafe from them. But if in general we conſider 
the care our Author has taken to fix his Leſſons of Morality 
by the Proverbs and Precepts he delivers, we ſhall not won- 
der if Greece, which afterwards gave the Appellation of '/J#; Ja 
to Men who, ſettled ſingle Sentences. of Truth, ſhould give 
him the Title of the Father of I irtue for introducing ſuch a 

Number. To be brief, if we take the Opinion of Horace, 

he has propos d him to us as a Maſter of Morality; he lays 
41 down the common Philoſophical Divibon of Good into plea- 
1 fant, profitable, and. honeſt; and then aſſerts thar Homer has 
14 more fully and clearly inſtructed us. in each of vim, tan 
A the moſt rigid Philoſophers, / ; | 1; ile 1 bo 2h 
4 Some indeed have 4h norvithſtanding all this, — 
Homer had only a deſign to pleaſe in his Inventions; and 
that others have ſince extracted Morals out of his Stories (and 
indeed all Stories are lai ox 3 us d ſo.) Bur chi i is an 
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Opinion concerning Poetry which the World has rather dege- 
nerated into, than begun with. The Traditions of Orpheus 
civilizing Mankind by Hymns on the Gods, with others of 
the like Nature, may ſhow there was a better uſe of the Art 
both known and practis d. There is alſo a remarkable Paſ- 
ſage of this kind in the third Book of the Odyſſes, that Aga- 
memnon left one of the Poets of his Times in the Court when 
he ſail'd for Troy ; and that his Queen was preſer wd virtuous 
by his Songs, till ÆAgyſthus was forc d to expel him in order 
to debauch her. Here he has hinted what a true Poetical 
Spirit can do when apply'd to the Promotion of Virtue; and 
from this one may judge he could not but deſign That him- 
ſelf, which he recommends as the Duty and Merit of his Pro- 
feſſion. Others ſince his Time may have ſeduc'd the Art to 
worſe Intentions; but they who are offended at the Liberties 
of ſome Poets, ſhould; not judge all in the groſs for trifling 
or Corruption ; eſpecially when: the Evidence runs ſo ſtrongly 


for any One to the contrary. 


We may in general go on to obſerve, that the time when 


Hamer was born did not abound in Learning. For where- 
ever Politicks and Morality is weak, it wants its peaceable Air 
to thrive in, and that Opportunity which is not known in 
the Ages of unſettled Life. He is himſelf the Man from 
whom we have the firſt Accounts of Antiquity, either in its 
Actions or Learning; from whom we hear what Agypr or 
Greece could inform him in, and whatever himſelf could diſ- 
cover by the Strength of Nature or Induſtry. But however 
that we may not miſtake the Elogies of thoſe Ancients who 
call him the Father af Arts and Sciences, and be ſurpriz d to 


find ſo little of them (as they are now in Perfection) in his 


Works; we ſhould know that this Character is not to be un- 
derſtood at large, as if he had included the full and regular 
Syſtems of every thing: He is to be conſider'd profeſſedly 
only in Quality of a Poet; this was his Buſineſs, to which, 
as whatever he knew was to be ſubſer vient, ſo he has not 


fail d to introduce thoſe. Strokes of Knowledge from the 
whole Circle of Arts and Sciences, which the Subject de- 
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manded either for Neceſſity or Ornament. This will appear 
on à fair View of him in each of theſe Lights. 


Before his Time there were no Hiſtoriaus in Greece He treated 
Hiſtorically of paſt Tranſactions, according as he could be 
inform'd by Tradition, Song, or whatever Method there was 
of preſerving their Memory. For this we have the Conſent 
of Antiquity; they have generally more appeal'd to his Au- 
thority, and more inſiſted on it than on the Teſtimony of 
any other Writer, when they treat of the Rites, Cuſtoms, 
and Manners of the firſt Times. They have generally belie vd 
that the Acts of Tydeus at Thebes, the ſecond Siege of that 
City, the Settlement of Rhodes, the Battel between the Cureres 
and the Ærolians, the Account of the Kings of Mycenæ by 
the Sceptre of Agamemnom, the Acts of the Greeks at toy, 
and many other ſuch Accounts, are ſome of them wholly 
preſerv'd by him, and the reſt as faithfully related as by an 
Hiſtorian. Nor perhaps was all of his Invention whiel 
ſeems to be feign'd, but rather frequently the obſcure Traces 
and Remains of real Perſons and Actions; which as *$7rabo 
obſerves, when Hiſtory was tranſmitted by Oral Tradition, 
might be mix'd with Fable before it came into the Hands of 
the Poet. This happer'd (ſays he) to Herodotus, the firſt 
<< profefled Hiſtorian, who is often as fabulous as Homer 
<« when he defers to the common Reports of Countreys ; 


c and it is not to be reckon'd to either as a fault, but as a 


ce neceſſity of the Times.“ Nay, the very Paſſages which 


| cauſe us to tax them at this diſtance with being fabulous, 


might be occaſion'd by their Diligence, and a fear of erring, 
if they too haſtily rejected thoſe Reports which had paſs'd 
current in the Nations they deſcrib'd. | 
Before his Time there was ho ſuch thing as Geography in 
Greece. For this we have the Suffrage of '$7rabs the beſt of 
Geographers, who approves the Opinion of Hipparchus and 
other Ancients, that Homer was the very Author of it; and 
upon this Account begins his Treatiſe of the Science itſelf 
with an Eucumium on im. As to the general Part of it, we 
find he had a Knowledge of the Earth's being ſurrounded with 
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the Ocean, becauſe he makes the Sun and Hrars both to riſe 
and ſer in it; and that he knew the U/e of the Stars is plain 
from his making Ulyſſes ſail by the Obſervation of them. 
But the Inſtance oftneſt alledg'd upon this Point is the 
* $h:e/d of Achilles: where he places the Earth encompaſs d with 
the Sea, and gives the Stars the Names they are yet known 
by, as the Hyades, Pleiades, the Bear, and Oriu. By the three 
firſt of theſe he repreſents the Conſtellations of the Northern 
Region ; and in the laſt he gives a fingle Repreſentative of 
the Southern, to which (as it were for a counter-balance 

he adds a Title of Greatneſs, c,’ Mh]ÿ, 8. Then he tells us 
that the Bear, or Stars of the Arctic Circle, never diſappear ; 
as an Obſervation which agrees with no other. And if to 
this we add (what Woes thought he meant) that 


the five Plates which were faſtened on the Shield, divided it 


by the Lines where they met, into the five Zones, it will ap- 


pear an original deſign of Globes and Spheres. In the parti- 
cular Parts of Geography, his Knowledge is intirely inconte- 


ſtable. Straho refers to him upon all occaſions,” allowing that 
he knew the Extreams of the Earth, ſome of which he names 
and others deſcribes by Signs, as the Fortunate lands. The 
ſame Author takes notice of his Accounts concerning the 
ſeveral Soils, Plants, Animals, and Cuſtoms ;' as Ægypts be- 
ing fertile of medicinal Herbs, Lyb:a's Fruitfulneſs, where the 
Sheep have Horns, and yean thrice a Year, &c. which are 
Knowledges that make Geography' more various and profita- 
ble. Bur what all have agreed ro celebrate is his Deſcrip- 
tion of Greece; which has had Laws made for its Preſerva- 
tion, and Conteſts between Governments decided by its Au- 
thority : Which Hrrabo acknowledges to have no Epithet, or 
ornamental Expreſſion for any Place, that is not drawn from 
its Nature, Quality, or Circumſtances; and profeſſes after fo 
long an Interval to deviate from it only where the Countrey 
had undergone Alterations, that caſt the Deſcription into 
Obſcurity. ' WI 901 


In his time, Nhetorict was not known; that Art took its Rhetorik. 


Riſe out of Poetry, which was not till then eſtabliſſt᷑d. The 
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% Oratorial Elocution (ſays Strabo) is but an Imitation of 
e the Poetical : this appear'd firſt and was approv'd : Th 
e ho imitated it took off the Meaſures, but ſtill preſervd all 
ee the other Parts of Poetry in their Writings: Such as theſe 
c were Cadmus the Mileſian, Pherecydes, and Hecatæus. Then 
cc their Followers took ſomething more from what was le 
cc and at laſt Elocution deſcended into the Proſe which is 
% now among us.” But if NRhetorict is owing to Poetry, 
the Obligation is ſtill more due to Homer. He (as Qu. 
lian tells us) gave both the Pattern and Riſe to all the Parts 
of it. Hic omnibus eloquentiæ purtibus 'exemplum & ortum 
% dedit; hunc nemo in magnis rebus ſublimitate, in parvis 
% groprietate, ſuperavit. ldem letus & preſſus, jucundus & 
« gravis, tùm copia tum bhrevitate admrabil;s, nec Poetic 
&« modo ſed oratoria durtute eminentiſſimus. From him there- 
fore they who ſettled the Art found it proper to deduce the 
Rules, which was eaſily done, when they had divided their 
Obſervations into the Muds and the Ornaments of Elocution. 
For the Kinds, the © Ancients: (ſays AH. Gell.) ſettled them 
according to the three which they obſerve in his principal 
Speakers; his Uhy/es who is magnificent and flowing, his 
«' Menelaus Who is ſhort and cloſe, and his Neſtor who is 
moderate and diſpaſſiom d, and has a kind of middle Elo- 
<,/quence participating of both the former. And for the 
Ornatnents, Ariſtotle, the great Maſter: of the Rhetoricians, 
ſhows- what deference is paid to Homer, when he orders the 
Orator to lay down his Heads, and expreſs both the Manners 
and Affections of his Work with an Imitation of that Diction, 
and thoſe Figures, which: the drome Homer excebd in. This 
is the conſtant Language of | thoſe, who. ſucceeded him, and 
the Opinion fo far prevail'd: as to make Quintilian obſerve, 
that they WhO have written concerning the Arts(of Speaking, 
take from Homer moſt of the Iuſtances of their Similitudes, 
Amplifications, Examples, Digreſſions, and Arguments. 
Natura Phi- As to Natural Philoſophy, the Age was not arriv'd in which 
loſophy. it flouriſh'd ; however lome Of its Notions may be 'trac'd!in 


— — —— — | 
„ * Strabo, J. 1. _ ) Quimiil, . 10. c. 1. Aulus Gell. J. 7. cap. 14. 
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= him : 
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bien As Wen he fa 
the Ocean, he holds 4 Ciroalaion of Fluur in the Barth. But 


as this in Brasch ef Learaing which ders not ſie much in 


the way of a Poet who ſpeaks ef Herdes and Wars; the de- 
Gre: ito pe his Knowledge this way has only rum 4 Poltitr 
| trifling Inferences: as When they would have 


60d Nature; becauſe he lng Sun; 
Rain; Wii, and Thunder. The moſt Probable” way of 


akin of his Knowledge in this Kind, is by ſuppoſing he 


— Þ it in Mllegores; and that he Amelie us d the 
ates of be Gods as his Tris for the Elenients, as the 
now uſe chem for "Meals: | But in applying this 
76 bim e muſt tread very carefully; abt ſearch for Alle- 
y re -induftrionſly where che Paſſag may inſtruct by Ex- 
ample ; and endesv during rather to 'the Fable an Grna- 
ment bo what is eaſily known; than Wo mike” it a Covet to 
catious nd unknown Problems,” ... 
As fof Medicine, ſometking of it welt ble been anderſtood 
in that wit though it was ſo far from Perfection that (accord- 


— to Was) #' concerrfd Diet was ifvented long after- 
er Remedies too indiſpbaſible a Duty to be neglect- 


ed at Lie, Accordingly lie tells us, that the Egyptians 
who had many medicinal lafts i in their Oountrey, were all 
Phyſicians: and perhaps he might have learnt his own Skill 


from his Acquaintance with that Nation. The State of War 


which Greece had liv'd in, requird 4 Knowledge i in the healing 
of Wounds: and this 


aht make him breed His Princes, Ar billet, 
Patroclus, Puulaliriut; and Machaon to che Science. What 


B 


Homer this attributes to others He knew himſelf, and he has 


mo = reaſon to believe, not flightly. ''' For if we conſider 
hr into the Structure of the human Body, it is ſo 
ice, nip he has been judg'd by ſome to have wounded his 
| Heroes with too much Sciences Or if we obſerve his Cure of 
Wounds, which are the Accidents proper to an Epic Poem, 

we ea . n fomerimes 


* 2 8 2 


1 ts atm eie | « O&yI: 1.4. F. 231. 
3; 3 P infuſing 


that the Fountains and Rivers tome from 


Hippocrates. The Accidents of Life make the 


Phyſick. 


584 


Statuary. 


An EssATο HOMER 


infuſing ¶Lenitives, and at other times bitter Powders, When 
the E of Blood requir d aſtringent Qualities. 
a For January, it appears by the Acrounts 0 

the Palladium, that there was Fe of it very early in 7 
World for, thoſe Images 4 er Were requir d in the Worſhip 
of their Gods; but there are none mention'd-as valuable in 
Greece ſo early „ nor was the Art eſtabliſſid on its Rules ber 
fore Homer. ' He found it agreeable to the Worſhip/ in uſa, 
and neceſſary. for his Machinery, that his Gods Fu be 
cloath'd in Bodies: Wherefoxe he took care to give them 
ſuch as carry d the utmoſt, Perfection of the human Form; 
and diſtinguiſh'd them from each other even in this ſupexior 
Beauty, 1257 ſuch Marks as Were ,agrecable to each of the 
Deities. This, ſays Hir abo awaken d the Conceptions. of 
*£. the eminent Statuaries, _ they ſtroye to kee p. the 
* Grandeur of that Idea which, 1 7 impoſed 0 d upon 
ee their Imagination; as ue read of. Phidies concerning 
ce the Statue of, Jupiter”; And WES they copy'd their 
Gods from him in their pelt Performances, his Deſcriptions 
became the Chargers which! were, afterwards purſird in all 
Works of 4 good Taſte. Hence came the common Saying 
of the — — That either Homer was the only Man who 
ee had ſeen the Forms of the Gods, or the only ne who had 
< ſhown them to Men; 3 Paſſage which, Madam Dacier 
wrelts to prove the T rath . his! Theology, giereat, from | 
Strabs's Acceptation of it. 

There are, beſides What EY TOE ſ -oken of. . Sciences 
pretended to be found in him. Thus ene diſcovers 
that the Chain with which Japiter ſays he could lift the 
World, is a metaphyſical Notion, that means a. Connexion 
of all Things from the ſupream Being to the meaneſt Part 
of the Creation. Others, to prove fim skilful in judicial 


Aſtrology, bring a Quotation concerning the Births of 


Hedlor and Polydamas. on the ſame Night; who were ne- 


vertheleſs of eras 9 one excelling in War, 


— * — li. Dm. * 
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and 
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and the other in Eloquence. Others again will have him to 


be versd in Magick, from his Stories concerning Cree. 


Theſe and many of the like Nature are Interpretations 


ſtrain'd or trifling, ſuch as Homer does not want for 
a Proof of his Learning, and by which we contribute nothing 
to raiſe his Character, while we ſacrifice our Judgment to 


him in the Eyes of others. +: 
It is ſufficient to have gone thus far, in ſhewing he was a 
Father of Learning, a Soul capable of ranging over the 


whole Creation with an intellectual View, ſhining alone in 


wy 


an Age of Obſcurity, and ſhining beyond thoſe who have 
had x Opportunity of more learned Ages ; leaving behind 
him a Work adorn'd with the Knowledge of his own Time, 
and in which he has before-hand broken up the Fountains 
of ſeveral Sciences which were brought nearer to Perfection 


by Poſterity : A Work which ſhall always ſtand at the = 


of the ſublime Character, to be gaz d at by Readers wit 
an Admiration of its Perfection, and by Writers with a De- 


ſpair that it ſhould ever be emulated with Succeſs. 


e 


ERRA TA in the ESSAY. 


Age rs. line 34. for brings him, read brings it. P 
„ Teer 


17. in the References at the bottom, for 
for Argue, read Argus. 


Pag. 36. in the Citation from Horace, 
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FIRST Book 


9 THE 


1 E 1. 


* 
12 n — the direhil Spring 


Of all the Grecian Woes, O Goddeſs, ſing 
That Wrath which hurPd to Pluts's gloomy Reign 
The Souls of mighty Chiefs untimely ſlain ; 
Whoſe Limbs unbury'd\on the naked Shore 
Devouring Dogs and hungry Vultures tore. 
Since Great Achilles and Atrides ſtrove, 
Such was the So reign Doom and ſuch theWillof Fore. 
Declare, O Muſe! in what ill-fated Hour 
Sprung the fierce Strife, from what offended Pow 'r? 1 
Latona's Son a dire Contagion ſpread, 
And heap'd the Camp with Mountains of the Dead; 


A The 


HOMERs ILTAD. Bookl. 
The King of Men his Rev'rend Prieſt defy'd, 
And, for the King's Offence, the People dy dz 
15 For Chryſes ſought with coſtly Gifts to gain 
lis Captive Daughter from the Victor's Chain. 
Suppliant the Venerable Father ſtands, - 
Apollo's awful Enſigns grace his Hands: 
By theſe he begs; and lowly bending down, 
20 Extends; be Sceptre and the Laurel, Crow 
He fd to All, but chieftimplorid for G 
The Brother-Kings, of Atreus Royal Race. 
1: YeKangsand Warriors! may your Vowsbecraoyr 
| Avid Trvyn proud Walls lie devel with the Grain. 
May Jove reſtore you, when: your Toils are ver; 
Safe to the Pleaſures of your native Shore. 
» But oh! relieve a wretched Parent's Pain, 
And giveiChruſtis to theſe Arms again 
If Mercy fail, yet let my Preſents move, 
36 And dread avenging Phæbus, Son of Jove. 
The Greets in Shouts their joint Aſſent declare 
The Prieſt to rev'rence, and releaſe the Fair. 
Not ſo Atrides: He, with Kingly Pride, 
1 the ſacred Sire, and thus reply d. 


Hence 


Book IL. HOMER ILIAD. 
Hence a on thy Life, | and fly theſe hoſtile | Plains, ** ] 35 


Nor ask, Preſumptuous, what the King detains; 


Hence; with thy Laurel Crown, and Golden Rod, 
Nor truſt too far thoſe Enſigns of thy God. 
Mine is thy Daughter, Prieſt, and ſhall remain; 


And Pray ro and Tears, and Bribes hall plead in vain; e 


Till Time ſhall: rifle ev'ry youthful Grace, 


And Age diſmiſs her from my cold Embrace, 


In daily Labours of the Loom employ'd, 

Or doom'd to deck the Bed ſhe: once enjoy d. 
Hence then: to Argos. ſhall: the Maid retire; 45 
Far from her native Soil, and weeping: Sire. 

The trembling; Prieſt along the Shore return'd, 
And in the Anguiſh of a Father mourn'd: 
Diſconſolate, nor daring to complain, 1 0 

Silent he wander'd by the ſounding Main: 50 
Till, ſafe at diſtance, to his God he prays, 
The God who darts around the World his Rays. 

O Smntheus! ſprung from fair Latona's Line, 
Thou Guardian Pow'r of Cilla the Divine, 
Thou Source of Light! whom Tenedos adores, 55 

And whoſe bright Preſence gilds thy Chry/a's Shores. 
IHN : If 


4 HOMER*s ILIAD. Bookl. 


If cer with Wreaths J hung thy ſacred Fane, | 
Or fed the Flames with Fat of Oxen ſlain; © 
God of the Silver Bow ! thy Shafts employ, 
o Avenge thy Servant, and the Greeks. deſtroy. f 
Thus Chryſes pray d: the fav ring Pow'r attends, 
And from Ohne lofty Tops deſcends 
Bent was his Bow, the Grecian Hearts to ein 
Fierce as he mov'd, his Silver Shafts! reſound. 
z Breathing Revenge, a ſudden Night he ſpieed, 
And gloomy Darkneſs roll'd around his Head. 
The Fleet in View, he twang'd his deadly Bow, 
And hifling fly the feather d Fates below. 
On Mules and Dogs th' Infection firſt began, 
70 And laſt, the vengeful Arrows fix'd in Man. 
For nine long Nights, thro all the dusky Air 
The Fires thick-flaming ſhot a diſmal Glare. 
But ere the tenth revolving Day was run, 
Inſpir d by Fuxo, Tbeti? God-like Son 
75 Conven'd to Council all the Grecian Train; 
For much the Goddeſs mourn'd her Heroes ſlain. f| 
Th' Aſſembly ſeated, riſing o'er the reſt, 
Achilles thus the King of Men addreſt. 0 
| N Why 


2 


Book. 3 
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Why leave we not the fatal Trejas Shore, 

And meaſure! back the Seas we eroſt before ? - 80 

The Plague deſtroyirig whom the Sword would ſpare, 

Tis time to ſave the few Remains of War. 

But let ſome Prophet, or ſome ſacred Sage, 

Explore the Cauſe of great Hpollo's Rage; 

Or learn the waſtful Vengeance to remove, 

By myſtic Dreams; for Dreams deſcend from Jove. 

I broken Vows: this heavy Curſe have laid, 

Let Altars ſmoke, and Hecatombs be paid. 

So Heav'n aton'd ſhall dying Greece reſtore, 

And Phæbus dart his burning Shafts no more. 90 
He ſaid and ſate: when Chalcas thus reply d, 

Chalcat the wiſe, the Grecian Prieſt and Guide, 

That ſacred Seer whoſe comprehenſive View ' 

The. paſt, the preſent, and the future knew, 

Upriſing flow, the verierable Sage 8 

Thus ſpoke the Prudence and the Fears of Age. 

Belov'd of Jove, Achilles! wou dſt thou know. 

Why angry Pbœbur bends his fatal Bom? 

Firſt give thy Faith, and plight a Prince's Wold 

Of ſure Protection by thy Pow'r' and Sword. 1 


B For 


85 


"45 HOMER \ILIAD.: Book. 


For 1 muſt ſpeak! what Wiſdom would — 
= - And Truths invidious to the Great reveal. 
i] Bold is the Task, when Subjects grown TY 
| Inſtruct a Monarch where his Error lies 
io; For tho we deem the ſhort-liv'd Fury paſt, 
Tis ſure,» the Mighty will revenge at laſt. 
To whom Pelides,” From thy inmoſt Soul 
Speak what thou know'ſt, and ſpeak without controul. 
Ev'n by that God I ſwear, who rules the Day; 
ne To whom thy Hands the Vows of Greece convey, 
And whwſe bleſt Oracles thy Lips declare ; 
Long as Hchiles breathes this vital Air, 
No dating Greek of all the num'rous Band, 
Againſt his Prieſt mall lift an impious Hand: 
115 Not ev'n the Chief by whom our Hoſts are led, 
The King of Kings, ſhall touch that facred Head. 
| Encourag'd thus, the blameleſs Prieſt replies: 
Nor Vows unpaid, nor flighted Sactifice, 
But He, our Chief, provok'd the raging Peſt, 
120 Apollo's Vengeance for his injur d Prieſt. 
Nor will the God's awaken'd Fury ceaſe, 
But Plagues thall ſpread, und Fun' ral Fires increaſe, 
105 1 5 55 Till 


Book I. HOMER ILIAD. =. 
Till the great King, without a Ranſom paid, 
To her own Chryſa ſend the black-ey'd. Maid, 
Perhaps, with added Sacrifice and Pray'r, - 125 
The Prieſt may pardon, and the God may ſpare. 

The Prophet ſpoke; when with a gloomy Frown, 
The Monarch ſtarted from his ſhining Throne ; 
Black Choler fill'd his Breaſt that boil'd: with Ire, | 
And from his Eyeballs faſh'd the living Fire. «ww I} 
Augur accurſt! denouncing Miſchief ſtill, = 
Prophet of Plagues, for ever boding III 
Still muſt that Tongue ſome wounding Meſſage bring, 
And ſtill thy Prieſtly Pride proyoke thy Kings? 
For this are Pbebur Oracles explor d. "133 
To teach che Grech to murmur” at their Lord? 
For this with Falſhoods is my Honour ſtain d; 
| Is Heav'n offended, and a Prieſt profan'd;- 
Becauſe my Prize, my beauteous Maid I hold, 
And heav'nly Charms prefer to proffer d Gold? 14 
A Maid, unmatch'd in Manners as in Face, 
Skill'd in each Art, and crown'd with ev'ry Grace. 
Not half ſo dear were Clytenmeftra's Charms, 
When firſt her blooming Beauties bleſt my Arma 

Yet 
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145 Ye if the Gods / demand' her, let her fail ; 
Our Cares are only for the Publick'Weal : 
| Let me be deem'd the hateful Cauſes of alt, 
And ſuffer, rather than my People fall. 
The Prize, the beauteous Prize I will reſign, 
150 So dearly 'valu'd; and fo juſtly mine. | 
But ſince for common Good J yield the Fair, 
My private Loſs let grateful Greece repair; 
Nor unretarded let your Prince complain, 
That He alone has fought and bled in vain. 
15 Inſatiate King (Achilles thus replies) 
Fond of the Pow'r, but fonder of the Prize 
Would'ſt thou theGreekstheir lawfulPtey ſhou'dyield, 
The due Reward of many a well-fought Field? 
The Spoils of Cities raz'd, and Warriors ſlain, 
160 We ſhare with Juſtice, as with Toil we gain: 
But to reſume whate'et thy Av'rice craves, 


+ (That Trick of Tyrants) may be born by Slaves. 


Yet if our Chief for Plunder only fight, 
The Spoils of 7hon ſhall thy Loſs requite, 
1065 Whene'er, by Jove's Deer 
Shall humble to the Duſt her lofty. Tow'rs, | 

-» Then 


ee, our — 1 


Then thus the King. Shall T my Prize reſign'/ | 
With tame Content, and Thou poſſeſt of thine? 
Great as thou art, and like a God in Fight, 1 

Think not to rob me ef a Soldiers Right.” „„ 
At thy Demand. ſhall I reſtore the Maid? vn 
Firſt let the juſt Equivalent be paid; f 
Such as a King might ask; and let it be TH k 
A Treaſure worthy Her, and worthy Me. if 
Or grint me this, or with a Monarch's Claim | «7; 

This Hand ſhall ſeize'ſome. other Captive" Dame. 

The mighty- Ajax ſhall his Prize reſignn; 

Ulyſes Spoils, or ev'n thy own be mine. 

The: Man who ſuffers, loudly may complain; 

And rage he may, but he ſhall rage in vain. | 180 

But this when Time requires —It now remains 

We launch a Bark to plow the watry Plains, 

And waft the Sacrifice to Chryſa's Shores, 

With. choſen Pilots, and with lab'ring Oars. 

Soon ſhall the Fair the: ſable Ship aſcend, 1 

And ſome deputed Prince the Charge attend; 

This Creta's: King, or Ajax ſhall fulfill, 

Or wiſe Ulyſſes ſee perform d our Wil. 

21 ws Or, 
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Or, if our Royal Pleaſure ſhall ordain;, 
igo Achilles ſelf conduct her der the Main; 
Let fierce Aalulles, dreadful in his Rage, 
The God {propitiate, and the Peſt aſſwage. 
At this, Pelider. frowning ſtern, reply d: 
O Tyrant, arm'd with Inſolence and Pride! 

195 Inglorious Slave to Int'reſt, ever -join'd! 

With Fraud, unworthy of a Royal Mind. 

What gen'rous Greek obedient to thy Word, 

Shall form an Ambuſh, or ſhall lift the Sword? 

What Cauſe have I to war at thy Decree ? 

200 The diſtant Trojans never injur d me. n 
To Pthia's Realms no hoſtile Troops they led; 
Safe in her Vales my warlike Courſers fed: 

Far hence remoy'd, the hoarſe-reſounding Main 
And Walls of Rocks, ſecure my native Reign, 

205 Whoſe fruitful Soil luxuriant Harveſts grace, 
Rich in her Fruits, and in her martial Race. 
Hither we fail'd, a voluntary Throng, 

I' avenge a private, not a publick Wrong: 
What elſe to Trey th' aſſembled Nations draws, 
ne But thine, Ungrateful, and thy Brother's Cauſe ? 


Is 


( 
1 
1 
I 
* 
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Is this the Pay our Blood and Toils deſerve, 
Diſgrac'd and injur d by the Man ve ſerve? 
And dar'ſt thou threat to ſnatch my Prize away, 
Due to the Deeds of many a dreadful Day? 

A Prize as ſmall, O Tyrant! match'd with thine, 213 
As thy own Actions if compar'd to mine. 

Thine in each Conqueſt is the wealthy Prey, 
Tho” mine the Sweat and Danger of the Day. 

Some trivial Preſent to my Ships I bear, 
Or barren Praiſes pay the Wounds of War. 15 220 
But know, proud Monarch, I'm thy Slave no more; 
My Fleet ſhall waft me to Theſſaha's Shore. 
Left by Achilles on the Trojan Plain; 

What Spoils, what Conqueſts ſhall Atrides gain? 
To this the King: Fly, mighty Warriour! fly, 22; 
Thy Aid we need not, and thy Threats defy, 
There want not Chiefs in ſuch a Cauſe to tight, 
And Jove himſelf ſhall guard a Monarch's Right; 
Of all the Kings (the Gods diſtinguiſh'd Care) 
To Pow'r ſuperior none ſuch Hatred bear: 

Strife and Debate thy reſtleſs Soul employ, 

And Wars and Horrors are thy ſavage Joy. 


22 —HOMERSALUAD. Booxl 


If thou haſt Strength, ty as Heav'n'that Strength be- 
For know,yainMan'thyValourisfromGod- ald, 
35 Haſte; launch thy Veſſels, fly with. Speed away, 
Rule thy o Realms with arbitrary Sway: 
I heed thee not, but prize at equal rate \ 
Thy ſhort-liv'd Friehdfhip, and thy groundleſs Hate. 
Go, threat thy Earth born Myrmidons; but here 
240 Tis. mine to threaten, Prince, and'thihe to fear. 
Kno, if the God the beauteous Darie demand, 
My Bark ſhall waft her to her native Land; 
But then prepare, Imperious Prince! prepare, 
Fierce as thou art, to yield thy captive Wii 
245 Ev'n in thy Tent T'Il ſeize the blooming Prize, 1 
2 lovd Briſere-with the radiant Eyes. 
Hence ſhalt thou prove my Might, and curſe han 
Thou ſtood'ſt a Rival of Imperial Pow'r; 
And hence to all our Hoſt it ſhall be "a 4; 
250 That Kings are ſubject to the Gods alone. 
Achiller heard, with Grief and Rage oppreſt, 
_ His Heart ſwell d high, and labour d in his Breaſt. 
Diſtracting Thoughts by turns his Boſom rul'd, 
Now fir'd by and and; now. by Reaſon cool d: 21 
11 That 
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That prompts his Hand to draw the deadly Sword, 255 

Force thro the Greeks, and pierce their haughty Lord; 

This whiſpers ſoft his Vengeance to controul, 

And calm the riſing Tempeſt of his Soul. 

Juſt as in Anguiſh of Suſpence he ſtay d, | 

While half unſheath'd appear'd the glitt ring Blade, 260 

Minerva ſwift deſcended from above, 1 

Sent by the * Siſter and the Wife of Fove; Juno. | 

(For both the Princes claium'd her equal Care) | 

Behind ſhe ſtood, and by the Golden Hair 

Achilles ſe d; to him alone confeſt; 265 
A fable Cloud conccal'd her from the reſt. 

He ſaw, and ſudden to the Goddeſs cries, 

Known by the Flames that ſparkled from her Eyes. 

Deſcends Minerva, in ber guardian Care, 

A heav'nly Witnels of the W rongs I bear 270 

From Atreur Son? Then let thoſe Eyes that view 

The daring Crime, behold the Vengeance too. 
Forbear! (the Progeny of Jove replies) 

To calm thy Fury I forſook the Skies: 

Let great Achilles, to the Gods reſign d, 275 

To Reaſon yield the Empire oer his Mind. 
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Buy awful Juno this Command is givn; 
The King and Vou are both the Care of Heav'n. 
The Force of keen Reproaches let him feel, 

280 But ſheath, Obedient, thy revenging Steel. 
For I pronounce. (and truſt a heav'nly Pow'r) 

Thy in jur'd Honour has its fated Hour, 
When the proud Monarch ſhall thy Arms implore, 

And bribe thy Friendſhip with a boundleſs Store. 

285 Then let Revenge no longer bear the Sway, 

Command thy Paſſions, and th> Gods obey. 
To he Pelides. With regardful Ear 
Tis juſt, O Goddeſs! I thy Dictates hear. 
Hard as it is, my Vengeance I ſuppreſs: 

290 Thoſe who revere the Gods, the Gods will bleſs. 
He ſaid, obſervant of the blue-ey'd Maid; 
Then in the Sheath return'd the ſhining Blade. 
The Goddeſs ſwift to high Olympus flies, 
And joins the ſacred Senate of the Skies. 

295 Nor yet the Rage his boiling Breaſt forſook, 
Which thus redoubling on the Monarch broke, 

O Monſter, mix'd of Inſolence and Fear, | 
. 
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When wert thou known in ambuſh'd Fights to dare, 

Or nobly face the horrid Front of War? Ina 
Tis ours, the Chance of fighting Fields to try, 
Thine to look on, and bid the Valiant dye. 

So much tis ſafer thro the Camp to go, 

And rob a Subject, than deſpoil a Foe. 

Scourge of thy People, violent and baſe 305 
Sent in Jove's Anger on a ſlaviſh Race, 

Who loſt to Senſe of gen'rous Freedom paſt 

Are tam'd to Wrongs, or this had been thy laſt. 
Now by this ſacred Sceptre, hear me ſwear, 

Which never more ſhall Leaves or Bloſſoms bear, 310 
Which ſever'd from the Trunk (as I from thee) = 
On the bare Mountains left its Parent Tree; 

This Sceptre, form'd by temper'd Steel to prove 

An Enſign of the Delegates of ove, 

From whom the Pow'r of Laws and- Juſtice ſprings: ;:; 
(Tremendous Oath ! inviolate to Kings) 

By this I ſwear, when bleeding Greece again 

Shall call Achilles, the ſhall call in vain. | 

When fluſt'd with Slaughter, Hector comes, to ſpread 
The purpled Shore with Mountains of the Dead, 320 
130 7 Then 
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Then ſhalt thou mourn th Affront thy Madneſs gave, 

Forc'd to deplote, when impotent to ſave : 

Then rage in Bitterneſs of Soul, to know - 

This Act has made the braveſt Greek thy Foc. 
He ſpoke; and furious, hurl'd againſt the Ground 

His Sceptre ſtart d with golden Studs around. 

Then ſternly ſilent fate: With like Diſdain, 

The raging King retarn'd his Frowns again. 

To ealm their Paſſion with the Words of Age, 
"_ from his Seat aroſe the Pylian Sage; 

h' experienc'd MNeſtor, in Perſuaſion kill d, 
ths ſweet as Honey, from his Lips tir: / 
Two Generations nom had paſtaway, // 
Wiſe by his Rules, and happy by his Sway; 

335 Two Ages o'er his native Realm he reign'd pe 
And now th' Example of the third remain'd. 
All view'd with Awe the Venerable Man; 
Who thus, with mild Benevolence, began; 

What Shame, what Moe is this to Greece! what Joy 
340 To Troy's proud Monarch, und the Friends of Try! 
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That adverſe Gods commit to ſterm Debate 


The beſt, the braveſt of the Grrtiun State. 
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Young as you are, this youthful Heat reſtrain, 
Nor think your Neftor's Years and Wiſdom vain. 

A Godlike Race of Heroes once I Knew, 345 
Such, as no more theſe aged Eyes ſhall view! 
Lives there a Chief to match Pirithous' Fame, 
Dryas the bold, or Ceneus” deathleſs Name. 

Theſeus, endu'd with more than mortal Might, 

Or Polyphemus, like the Gods i in Fight ? 

With theſe of old to Foils of Battel bred, 

In early Youth my hardy Days I led; 

Fir'd with the Thirſt which Virtuous Envy breeds, 
And ſmit with Love of Honourable Deeds. 
Strongeſt of Men, they pierc'd the Mountain Boar, * 


350 


Rang'd the wild Deſarts red with Monſters Gore, 
And from their Hills the ſhaggy Centaur tore. 
Yet theſe with ſoft, perſuaſive Arts I ſway'd, 
When Neftor ſpoke, they liſten'd: and obey'd. 
If, in my Youth, ev'n theſe eſteem'd me wiſe, 36 
Do- you, young Warriors, hear my Age adviſe. 
Atrides, ſeize not on the beauteous Slave; 

That Prize the Greeks ds common Suffrage gave! : 


E Nor 
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Nor thou, Achilles, treat our Prince with Pride; 
365 Let Kings be juſt, and Sov'reign Pow'r preſide. 
Thee, the firſt Honours of the War adorn, 
| | Like Gods in Strength, and of a Goddeſs born; 
Him awful Majeſty exalts above 
The Pow'rs of Earth, and ſceptred Sons of Fore. 
yo Let both unite with well-conſenting Mind, 
So ſhall Authority with Strength be join d. 
Leave me, O King! to calm Achille, Rage; 
Rule thou thy ſelf, as more advanc'd in Age. 
Forbid it Gods! Achilles ſhould be loſt, 
375 The Pride of Greece, and Bulwark of our Hot. 
This ſaid, he ceas'd : The King of Men replies; 
Thy Years are awful, and thy Words are wiſe. 
But that imperious, that unconquer'd Soul, 
No Laws can limit, no Reſpect controul. 
380 Before his Pride muſt his Superiors fall, 
His Word the Law, and He the Lord of all ? 
Him muſt our Hoſts, our Chiefs, our Self obey? 
What King can bear a Rival in his Sway 2? 
Grant that the Gods his matchleſs Force have giv'n; 
385 Has foul Reproach a Privilege from Heav'n? 


Here 


 BooxI. HOMERS ILIAD. 19 
Here on the Monarch's Speech Achilles broke, 
And furious, thus, and interrupting ſpoke. 

Tyrant, I well deſery'd thy galling Chain, 

To live thy Slave, and {till to ſerve in vain, 
Should I ſubmit to each unjuſt Decree: - J 
Command thy Vaſſals, but command not Me. 
Seize on Briſeis, whom the Greciant doom'd 
M y Prize of War, yet tamely ſee reſum'd; 

And ſeize ſecure; No more Achilles draws 
His conqu'ring Sword in any Woman's Cauſe. 395 
The Gods command me to forgive the paſt; 
But let this firſt Invaſion be the laſt: 

For know, thy Blood, when next thou dar ſt ine 
Shall ſtream in Vengeance on my reeking Blade. 
At this, they ceas d; the ſtern Debate expir d: 40 

The Chiefs in ſullen Majeſty retir'd. Ear 
Achilles with Patroclus took his Way. 

Where near his Tents his hollow Veſſels lay. 
Mean time Atrides launch'd with num'rous Oars 
A well-rigg'd Ship for Chry/a's ſacred Shores: 405 
High on the Deck was fair Chruſeis plac d, 

And ſage Ulyſſes with the Conduct grac'd: 

3 Safe 
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Safe in er Sides the Hecatomb they ſtow'd, 
Then ſwiftly failing, cut the liquid Road. 
40 The Holt to expiate next the King prepares, 
With pure-Luſtrations, and with ſolemn Pray'rs. 
Waſh'd by the briny Wave, the pious Train 
Are cleans d, and caſt thi Ablutions in the Main. 
Along the Shore whole Hecatombs were laid, 
4:5; And Bulls and Goats to 'Phebus” Altars paid. 
he fable Fumes in curling Spires ariſe, 
And waft their grateful Odours to the Skies. 
The Army thus in ſacred Rites engag d, 
Atrides ſtill with deep Reſentment rag d. 
1:0 To wait his Will two ſacred Heralds ſtood, 
—_ and Eupbater the good. 
Haſte to the fierce Achilles' Tent (he mm 
Thence bear Biſeis as our Royal Prize: 
Submit he muſt; or if they will not part, 
4x5 Ourſelf in Arms ſhall tear her from his Heart. 
Th'umvilling Heralds act their Lord s Commands; 
Penſive they walk along the barren Sands: 
Arriv'd, che Herve in his Tent they find, 


FR an — on his Arm reclir'd, 
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At awful Diſtance long they ſilent ſtand, 330 
Loth to advance, or ſpeak their hard Command; 
Decent Confuſion! This the Godlike Man 
| Perceiv'd, and thus with Accent mild began. 
With Leave and Honour enter our Abodes, 
Ye ſacred Miniſters of Meri and Gods! 435 
I know your Meſlage ; by Conſtraint you came; 
Not you, but your Imperious Lord 1 blame. 
Patroclus haſte, the fair Briſeir bring; 
Conduct my Captive to the haughty King. 
But witneſs, Heralds, and proclaim my Vow, 4 
Witneſs to Gods above, and Men below! 
But firſt, and loudeſt, to your Prince declare, 
That lawleſs Tyrant whoſe Commands you bear ; 
VUnmov'd as Death Achilles ſhall remain, 
Tho' proſtrate Greece ſhould bleed at ev'ry Vein | 445 
The raging Chief in frantick Paſſion loſt, 
Blind to himſelf, and uſeleſs to his Hoſt, 
| Unskill'd to judge the Future by the Paſt, 
In Blood and Slaughter ſhall repent at aſt, 
Patraclur now th unwilling Beauty brought; 450 
She, in ſoft Sorrows, and in penſive Thought, 
F Supported 
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Supported by the Chiefs on either Hand, 
In Silence paſt along the winding Strand. _ 
Not ſo his Loſs the fierce Achilles bore ; -- - / 
455 But fad, retiring. to the ſounding Shore, 1 * 
Oer the wild Margin of the Deep he hung, 
| That kindred Deep, from whence his Mother — . 
There, bath d in Tears of Anger and Diſdain, 
Thus loud lamented to the ſtormy Main. 

460 O Parent Goddeſs! ſince; in early Bloom a 
Thy Son muſt fall, by too ſevere a Doom 
Sure, to. ſo ſhort a Race of Glory born, mtv 20 
Great Jove in Juſtice ſhould; this Span adorn: 
Honour and Fame at leaſt the Thund' rer ow'd, 

455 And ill he pays the Promiſe of -a/God; 
If yon proud Monarch thus thy Son defies, 

Obſcures my Glories, and reſumes. my Prize. 

Far in the deep Receſſes of the Main, aT 
Where aged Ocean holds his wat'ry Reign, 

470 The Goddeſs- Mother heard. The Waves divide; 
And like a Miſt ſhe roſe above the Tide, 

80 Beheld him mourning on the naked Shores, 


And thus the Sorrows of his Soul explores. 
Why 
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Why grieves my Son? Thy Anguiſh let me ſhare, 
Reveal the Cauſe, and truſt a Parent's Care. 455 
He deeply ſighing ſaid: To tell my Woe, 

Is but to mention what too well you know. 
From Thebe ſacred to Apollo's Nn e 
(Actions Realm) our conqu' ring Army ame, 
With Treaſure loaded and triumpliant Spoils, 
Wboſe juſt Diviſion eroyn d the Soldier's Toils ; | 
But bright Chruſeis, heav'nly Prize: was led 
By Vote ſelected, to the Gen'ral's Bed. Wos 
The Prieſt of Phoebus ſought by Gifts to gain 
His beauteous Daughter from the Victor's Chain; 48; 
The Fleet he reach'd, and lowly bending down, 
Held forth the Sceptre and the Laurel Cromn, 
Entreating All: but chief implor'd for Grace 
The Brother Kings of Atreus Royal Race . 2 Aol 
The gen'rous Greeks their joint Conſent declare, 490 
The Prieſt to rev'rence, and releaſe the Fair; 
Not fo Atrides : He, with wonted Pride, 
The Sire inſulted, and his Gifts deny d. 
Th inſulted Sire (his God's peculiar Care) 
To P r pray d, and Pbæbus heard the Pray 'r: 495 
» SC 
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A dreadful Plague enſues; Th' avenging Darts 
A Prophet then, inſpir'd by Heawn aroſe, = 


And points the Crime, and thence derives the Woes: 
oo My ſelf the firſt th' aſſembl'd Chiefs incline 
T' avert 46 * cal * — —_ Divine; * 


25 he threaten'd, and his Threats ed þ 
;50o5 With offer d Giſts to make the God relent; 
But now He feiz'd Brijezr heav'nly Charms, 
And of my Valour's Prize defrauds my Arms, 
Defrauds the Votes of all the Greczan Train; 
And Service, Faith, and-Juſtice plead in vain. 
zo But Goddeſs | thou, thy ſuppliant Son attend, 
Io high Ohunpar ſhining Court aſcend, 
Urge all che Ties to former Service ow'd, 
And ſue for Vengeance to the Thund' ring God. 
Oft haſt thou triumph'd in the glorious Boaſt, 
515 That thou ſtood Mt forth, of all th. Ethereal Hoſt, 
When bold Rebellion ſhook the Realms above, 


The — Guard _ Cloud-compelling Joe. 
When 


When the bright Partner of his awful Reign, 
The Warlike Maid, and Monarch of the Main, 


The Traytor-Gods, by mad Ambition drivn, 526 


Durſt threat with Chains th Omnipotence of Heav'n. 
Then call'd by thee: the Monſter Titan came, 
(Whom Gods Briareus, Men Ageon name) 


Thro? wondring Skies erjormous ſtalk'd along ; S cj( ) 


Not * He that ſhakes the ſolid: Earth fo dung: 3 25 * Nep | | 


With Giant-Pride at Jove's high Throne he ſtands, 
And brandiſh'd round him all his Hundred Hands; 
Th' affrighted Gods, confeſs'd their awful Lord, - 
They dropt the Fetters, trembled and ador d. 
This, Goddeſs, this to his Remembrance call, 1 
Embrace his Knees, at his Tribunal fall ; 
Conjure him far to drive the qe Taxis. _ 
To hurl them headlong to their Fleet and Main, 
To heap the Shores with copious Death, and bring 
The Greeks to know the Curſe of ſuch a King: 533 
Let Agamennon lift his haughty Head 
Oer all his wide Dominion of the Dead, 
And mourn in Blood, that c'er he durſt diſgrace 
The boldeſt Warrior of the Grecian Race. 
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$40 Fring Thea chus ceplicy,” | 
White Tears Celeſtial trickled-from her 2500 of 


HOMER's TILaD — 


Why have I born thee with a Mother's Throes, 
To Fates averſe, and nurs d for future Woes ? | © 
So ſhort a Space the Light of Heav'n to view! 
545 So ſhort a Space, and fill'd with Sorrow too! * 
Oh might a Parent's careful Wiſh prevail, 
Far, far from Tin ſhould thy Veſſels fail, 
And thou, from Camps remote, the Danger ſhun, 
Which now, alas! too nearly threats my Son. = 
550 Yet (what I an to move thy Suit I'll go, 
To great Olympus crown'd with fleccy Snow. 
Mean time, ſecure within thy Ships from * 111 
Behold the Field, nor mingle in the War. 


The Sire of Gods, and all th Etherial Train, 


555 On the warm Limits of the fartheſt Main, 
No mix with Mortals, nor diſdain to grace 
The Feaſts of itbiopiu's blameleſs Race: 


Twelve Days the Pow'rs indulge the Genial Rite, 


Returning with the twelfth revolving Light. 


;60 Then Wäll I mount the Brazen Dome, and move 


The high Tribunal vf . ** 
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The Goddefs.ſpoke : The romling Waves vnclofe ; 
Thendown the Deepdhe:plung'difromwhenceſhe roſe, 
And left him ſorrowing on the — 
In wild Reſentment for the Fair be loſt. 

In Chryſa's Part now ſage Liyſſat __ 

| Beneath the Deck the deſtind Vidtinas ftow'd : 

The Sails they furl'd;' they laffr d the Maſt 'afide, 
And dropt their Anchors) and the Pinnace ty d. 
Next on the Shore their Hecatomb they land, 
Cbraſcit laſt deſcending on the Strand. ' | 
Her, thus returning from the — Main, 
Ulyſſes led to Phebus facred Fane; 

Where at his ſolemn Altar, as the Maid 
He gave to Chryſer, thus the Heroe faid. 

Hail Rev'rend Prieſt! to Phebur awful Dome 
A Suppliant I from great Atrides come: 
Unranſom'd here receive the ſpotleſs Fair? 
Accept the Hecatomb the Grechi prepare; 

And may thy God who ſcatters Darts around, 

Aton'd by Sabrifice, deſiſt to wount. 
At this, the Sire embrac d the Maid again, 9 
So ſadly loſt, ſo lately ſought in van - 
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Then near the Altar of the darting King, 
;3; Diſpos d in Rank their Hecatomb they bring: 
With Water purify their Hands, and take 
The ſacred Off ring of the ſalted Cake; 
While thus with Arms devoutly rais'd in Air, 
And ſolemn Voice, the Prieſt directs his Pray'r. 
599 God of che Silver Bow, thy Ear incline, - 
Whoſe Power encircles Cilla the Divine, 
Whoſe ſacred Eye thy 'Tenedos ſurveys, | | 
And gilds fair Chryſa with diſtinguiſh'd Rays! 
If, fir'd to. Vengeance at thy Prieſts requeſt, 
595 Thy direful Darts inflict the raging Peſt; 
Once more attend! avert the waſtful Woe, 
And ſmile propitious, and unbend thy Bow. 
80 Chryſes pray'd; Apollo heard his Pray'r : | 
And now the Greeks their Hecatomb prepare; 
500 Between their Horns the ſalted Barley threw, 
And with their Heads to Heay'n the Victims flew : 
The Limbs they ſever from th' ineloſing Hide; 
1% The Thighs, ſelected to the Gods, divide: 
| On'theſe, in double Cawls involvd with Art, 


50; The choiceſt Morſels lay from cy'ry Part- 
ac. The 
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The Prieſt himſelf before his Altar ſtands 

And burns the Victims with his holy — 

Pours the black Wine, and ſees the -— = 

The Youth with Inſtruments ſurround the Fire: 

The Thighs thus ſacrific'd, and/Entrails dreſt, 61e 

Th Aſſiſtants part, transtix, and-roaſt the reſt : 

Then ſpread: the Tables, the Repaſt prepare, 3120 

Each takes his Scat, and each receives his Share. | | 

When now the Rage of Hunger was repreſt, 

With pure Libations they conclude the Feaſt; 615 

The Youths with Wine the copious Goblets crown dz 

And pleas d, diſpenſe the flowing Bowls around. 

With Hymns Divine the joyous Banquet erde, 

The Pæaut lengthen'd till the Sun deſcends: 

The Greeks reſtor d the grateful Notes us, 620 

Apollo liſtens, and approves the Song. 

was Night: the Chiefs beſide their Veil lis, 
Till roſie Morn had purpled oer the Sky: |; 

Then launch, and hoiſe the Maſt; Indulgent Gales 


Supply'd by Phæbus, fill the ſwelling Sails; 225 | 
The milk-white Canvas bellying as they blow ; | 2 | 
ms roars below: 
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Above ths bonding /Billbws gift they flew , 
Till nom the Gretian Camp appear d in view. 
630 Far on the each they haul their Bark to Land, 00 
(The crooked Keel divides the yellow Sand) 
Then part, where ſtretch d along the winding 5 
The Ships and Tents in mingled Proſpect th I 
But raging {till amidſt his Navy ſate 
635 The ſtern Achilles, ſtedfaſt in his Hat; 
Nor mid in Combate, nor in Council join d, 
But waſting Cares lay heavy on his Mind: 
In his black Thoughts Revenge and Slaughter roll, 
And Scenes of Blood riſe! dreadful in his Soul. 
60 Twelve Days were paſt, and now the dawning Light 
The Gods had ſummom d to th Ohmpian Height. 
Jede firſt aſcending from the Wat'ry Bow'rs, 
Leads the long Order of Arherial Pow'rs. | 
When like a Morning Miſt, in early Day, 
64ñ Roſe from the Flood the Daughter of the Ska: 
And to che Seats Divine her Flight addreſt. 
There, far apart, and high above the reſt, Wage ie 
The Thand' rer ſate where old Olympus ſurouds 
His hundred Heads in —— props the Clouds. 


rod? 
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Suppliant the Goddeſs ſtood : Orie: Hand ſhe plats; 
Beneath his Beard, and one his Knees/embrac'd! - | 
If c'er;; O Father of the Gods! ſhe ſaid, bor) of] 
My Words cou'd pleaſe thee, or my Adtions aid; '/ 
Some Marks of Honour on my Son beſtow, , 
And pay in Glory what in Life you oπäSWw. 655 
Fame is at leaſt by Heavnly Promiſe due 
To Life ſo ſhort, and now diſhonour'd too 
Avenge this Wrong, oh ever juſt and wiſe,” 
Let Greece be humbled, and the Trojaus Ale; 
Till the proud King, and all th'-Achaiats: Race 660 
Shall heap with Honours him they now _ | 
Thus Thetzs, ſpoke, but Fove in Silence held 
The facred Counſels of his Breaſt conceal'd,” 
Not ſo repuls d, the Goddeſs, cloſar preſt, 
Still graſp'd his Knees, and urz d the dear Reqteſt. 55; 
O Sire of Gods and Men li thy Suppliant hear, 
Refuſe, or grant; for what has Joe to fear? 
Or oh declare, of all the Pow- rs abe 
Is wretched: Thetis leaſt the Care of Fove?: ' 
She ſaid, and ſighing thus the God replies 6 
Who rolls the: Thunder oer the waulted Skies 
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What haſt thou ask'd? Ah why ſhould —— 

In foreign Conteſts, and domeſtic Rage, ict 851 
The Gods Complaints, and Junb's fierce Alarms, 

675 While I too partial, aid the Troj / 
But part in Peace, Ae me —_ 18 = " 
Witneſs the faered Honours ef our Head, © 

63 The Nod that ratifies the Will Divine,” 

The faithful, fix d, irrevocable Sign; 1 ee 5 1 
This ſeals thy Suit, and this abr a ve 
He ſpoke, and awful, bends his Gable Brows; 
Shakes his Ambroſial Curls, and gives the Nod; 

5; The Stamp ei Fute, and Sanction of the God: 
High Heav'n with trembling the dread [pay took, 
And all Oharpur to the Centre ſhook. 

Swift to the Seas profound the Goddeſs flies, 
Jove to hia ſtarry Manſion in the Skies. 

690 The ſhining Synod of th' Iinmortals. wait 
The coming God, and'from their Thrones of State 
Ariſingi ſilent, wrapt in Hoh Fear, 
Before the * -of K Her Oc 
N Trembling 


IF 
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Trembling they ſtand, while Fove aſſumes the Throne, 

All, but the God's Imperious Queen alone: 6935 

Late had ſhe view'd the Silver-footed Dame, 

And all her Paſſions kindled into Flame. 

Say, artful Manager of Heav'n (ſhe cries) 

Who now partakes the Secrets of the Skies? 

Thy Juno knows not the Decrees of Fate, 

In vain the Partner of Imperial State. | b 

What fav'tite Goddeſs then thoſe Cares divides, 

Which Jove in Prudence from his Conſort hides ? 
| To this the Thund'rer: Seek not thou to find 

The ſacred Counſels of Almighty Mind: 708 

Involv'd in Darkneſs lies the great Decree, 

Nor can the Depths of Fate be pierc'd by thee. 

What fits thy Knowledge, thou the firſt ſhalt know ; 

The firſt of Gods above and Men' below : 


706 


33 


But thou, nor they, ſhall ſearch the Thoughts that roll 710 


Deep in the cloſe Receſſes of my Soul. 

Full on the Sire the Goddeſs of the Skies 

Roll'd the large Orbs of her majeſtic Eyes, 

And thus return'd. Auſtere Saturnins, ſay, 
From whence this Wrath, or who controuls thy Sway ? 71; 
I Thy 
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But *tis for Greece I fear: Eor late was feen 
In cloſe Confult, the Sil veiiubted Queen. 
720 Jove to his Fhetic mothingttould den! 

Nor was the Signal vain that #hook! the Sky. 


What fatal Favour has the Goddeſs won, 
To grace her fierce, inexorable Sn? 
Perhaps in Grecian: Blbod to diench the Maid, 

725 And glut his Vengeance with my People ſſain. 


Then thus the God: Oli reſtleſs Fate of Pride, 


That ſtrives to learn what Heawn' reſolves to hide; 


Vain is the Search, preſumptuous and abllorr'd, 

Anxious to thee, and odious to thy Lord. 
730 Let this ſuffice ; th immutable Decren 

No Force can ſhake: What it, that onght to be. 

Goddeſs ſubmit, nor dare our Will withſtand, 


But dread the Pow'r of this àvenging Hand; 


Th' united Strength of all che Gods above 


1 14 


In vain reſiſts th Omnipotenee of Joe. ; 
The Than&'rer fpoke, nor durſt the * Er: 4 

A eb rent Horror filkkhe'd aff the y. 
. = 1 
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The Feaſt diſturb'd with Sofr q. ulrau {aw 111 0 
His Mother merac'd, and the Gods in AW 
ane at n _ 1, 1740 


The tee i cbbiquartal . 5 
Are far 'unworthy;> Gods of yo Bebe . [ ; 
Let Meh their Days m:{&hſcleb Strife emiplay; | | 
Weß in eternal Peace and conſtant y. Ui 445 
Thou, Goddeſß-Mocher, wich ou Sire comply, 

Nor break the ſacred Union uf the Skyrt « 5.3 
Leſt, row??d to Nage, he ſhake the bleſti Abodes, 
Launch the red Lightning, and dethrons the Gods 

If you fabmit, the Thund'rer ſtands appcas d; 7% 
The gracious Pow'r is willing to be pleus d. 

Thus HVulcun ſpoke; and riſing with a Bound, N 

The double Bowl with fparkling"Ne#ar crown d, 
Which held to Jung in a chearful way, 
Goddeſs (he cry'd) be patient and obe: 55 
Dear as you are, if Jove his Arm extend, 
can but grieve, unable to defend. Atritticl! 5 
What God ſo daring in your Aid to moe, 
Or _ his Hand againſt the Force of O | / 


* 


Once 


36 
76 Once in your Cauſe I felt his matchleſs Might; 
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Hurl'd headlong dowhwardfrom'th*Etherial Height; 
Toſt all the Day in rapid Circles round 
Nor *till the Sun ideſtended/>touch'd the Groind: F 
Breathleſs I fell im giddy Motion loſt; 
165 The Sinthian} tdisdemelon the Lemuian Coaſt. 
He faid;andito Her Hands the Goblet heav'd, 
4 Which, with aSmile; thewhite-arnvd Queen receiv'd. 
Then to the reſt he fül'd; and, in his Turn, 
Each to his Laps! apply'd the nectar d Urn. 
170 Vulcan with awkward Grace his Office plies, 
And unextinguiſh'd Laughter ſhakes, the Skies. 
Thus the bleſt Gods the Genial Day prolong, 
In Feaſts Ambroſial; and Celeſtial Song. 
Apollo tun'd the Eyre; the Muſes: round 
775 With Voice alternate aid the ſilver Sound. 
Meantime the radiant Sun, to mortal Sight 
Deſcending ſwift, roll'd down the rapid Light. 
Then to their ſtarry Domes the Gods depart, 
The ſhining Monuments of Vulcan's Art: 
180 Jove on his Couch /reclin'd his awful Head, 
And Juno ſlumber' d on the golden Bed. 
910 . O BSE R- 
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OBSERVATIONS 
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upon Homer, there is hardly one whoſe gang De- 
ſign is to illuſtrate the Poetical Beauties of the Author. 
They are . voluminous in explaining thoſe Sciences 
which he made but ſubſervient to his Poetry, and ſparing 
only upon that Art which conſtitutes his Character. This 
has been occaſion'd by the Oſtentation of Men who had 
more Reading than Taſte, and were fonder of ſhew- 
ing their Variety of Learning in all Kinds, than their 
ſingle Underſtanding in Poetry. Hence it comes to paſs 
that their Remarks are rather Philoſophical, Hiſtorical, Geo- 
graphical, Allegorical, or in ſhort rather any thing than 
Critical and Poetical. Even the Grammarians, tho' their 
whole Buſineſs and Uſe be only to render the Words of an 
Author intelligible, are ſtrangely touch'd with the Pride of 
doing ſomething more than they ought. The. grand Am- 
bition of one ſort of Scholars is to encreaſe the Number of 
Various Leftions; which they have done to ſuch a degree of 
obſcure Diligence, that we now begin to value the firſt Edi- 
tions of Books as moſt corre&, becauſe they have been leaſt 
corrected. The prevailing Paſſion of others is to diſcover 
New Meanings in an Author, whom they will cauſe to appear 
myſterious purely for the Vanity of being thought to, unra- 
vel him. Theſe account it a diſgrace to be of the Opinion 
of thoſe that preceded them; and it is generally the F * of 
uc 


1 T is ſomething ſtrange that of all the Commentators 
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ſuch People who will never ſay what was ſaid before, to ſay 
what wilt never be faid after them. If they can but find a 
Word that has once been ſtrain'd by ſome dark Writer to 
ſignify any 57 — eee. from 3 uſual IR it is 
freguent/wit em to y it aptly roy un 
Mens, never they KGet N 1 ar Uriel: 1 
Reading is ſo much dearer to them than Senſe, that they will 
diſcard it at any time to make way for a Criticiſm. In other 
Places where they cannot conteſt the Truth of the common 
Interpretation, they get themſelves room for Diſſertation b 
imaginary Amphibolggies, which they will have to be deſign'd 
by the Author. This Diſpoſition of finding out different 
Significations in one thing, may be the Effect of either too 
much, or too little Wit: For Men of a right Underſtanding 
enerally ſee at once all that an Author can reaſonably mean, 
ut others are apt to fancy Two Meanings for Want of knq; 
ing One. Not to add, that there is a vaſt deal of diff 
rence between the Learning of a Ctitick; and the Pz: 
of a Grammarian! / | it On 2090719KIo ud bem od doidy 
It is no eaſy Task to make ſomething: out of a hundred 
Pedants that is not Pedantical; yer this he muſt de; who 
would give a tolerable Abſtract. of the former Expoſttors of 
Homer. The Commentaties of Euſtathius are indeed an im- 
menſe Treaſury of the Greet Learning; but as he ſtetns to 
have amaſſed the Subſtanee of whatever others had written 
upon the Author, ſo he is not free from ſome of the fore- 
going Cenſures. There are thoſe who have ſaid, that 
a judicious Abſtract of Him alone might furniſh out 
ſufficient Illuſtrations upon Homer. It was reſol vd to take 
the trouble of reading thro* that voluminous Work, and the 
Reader may be affur'd, thoſe Remarks that any way 
concern the Poetry or Art of the Poet, are much fewer 
than is imagin'd. The greater Part of thele is already 
+» na by ſucceeding Commentators, who have very little 
what they owe to him: and 1 am obligd to ſay even of 
Madam Dacier, that ſhe is either more beholdea to him than 
the has confeſſed, or has read him lefs than the is willing ro 
own. She has made a farther Attempt than her Predeceſſors 
to diſcover the Beauties of the Poet; tho we have often 1 * 


= 
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her general Praiſes and Exclamations inſtead of Reaſons. But 
her Remarks all together are the moſt judicious Collection ex- 
tant of the ſcatter d Obſervations of the Ancients and Mo- 
derns, as her Preface is excellent, and her Tranſlation equally 
caieſul and elegaun rtr. 8 
The chief Deſign of the following Notes is to comment 
upon Homer as a Poet; whatever in them is extracted from 
others is conſtantly own'd; the Remarks of the Ancients 
are generally ſet at length, and the Places cited: all thoſe 

abe are collected which fall under this Scheme: 
many which were not -acknowledg'd by other Commentators, 
are reſtor d to the true Owner; and the ſame Juſtice is ſhown 
to thoſe ho refus d it to otlerrr s. 


164 
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THE Plan of this Poem is form'd upon Anger and. its ill 
Effects, the Plan of ' /:rgzs upon pious Reſignation and 
its Rewards: and thus every. Paſſion or Virtue may be 
the Foundation of the Scheme of an Epic Poem. This Di- 
ſtinction between two Authors who have been ſo ſucceſsful, 
ſeem'd neceſſary to be taken notice of, that they who would 
imitate either may not ſtumble at the very Entrance, or curb 
their Imaginations ſo as to deprive us of noble Morals told in 
a new Variety of Accidents. Imitation does not hinder In- 
vention: We may obſerve the Rules of Nature, and write in 
the Spirit of thoſe who have beſt hit upon them, without 
taking the ſame Track, beginning in the ſame Manner, and 
following the Main of their Story almoſt ſtep by ſtep; as moſt 
of the modern Writers of Epic Poetry have done after one of 
theſe great Poets. r Few 4 *f 1 5 


80 3 


225 q ads. a0! le; 
15 WF fv al ay 224901 ts ba 41 & Gn 
V᷑ISE r.] Quimilian has told us, that from the begin- 
ning of Homers two Poems the Rules of all Exordiums were 
derid d. n pauciſſimit uerſibus utriuſque operis ingreſſu, 
legem Prammionum uam dico ſervavit, ſed conſtituit. Yet 
Rapm has been very free with this Invocation, in his Com- 
ic | C par iſon 
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pariſon between Homer and Virgil; which is by no means the 
moſt judicious of his Works. He cavils firſt at the Poet's in- 
fiſting ſo much upon the Effects of Acbillers Auger, That it 
vas the Cauſe of the Woes of the Greeks,” that it ! (ent fo 
« many Heroes to the Shades,” that © their Bodies were left 
a Prey to Birds and Beaſts, the firſt of which he thinks had 
been ſufficient. One may anfwer, that the Woes of Greece might 
conſiſt in ſeveral other things than in the Death of her He- 
roes, Which was therefore needful to be ſpecify d: As to the 
Bodies, he might have reflected how. great a Curſe the want 
of Burial was accounted by the Ancients, and how prejudicial 
it was eſteem'd even ta tlie Souls of the deceasd: We have 
a moſt particular Example of the Strength of this Opinion 
from the Conduct of Sophocles in his Ajax; who thought 
this very Point ſufficient to make the Diſtreſs of the laſt Act 
of that Tragedy after the Death of his Heroe, purely to ſa- 
tisfy the Audience that he obtain'd the Rites of Sepulture. 
Next he objects it as prepoſterous. in Homer to delite the 
Muſe to tell him the whole Story, and at the fame time to 
inform her ſolemnly in his own Perſon that twas the ill of 
Jeve which brought it about. But is a Poet then to be ima- 
gin d intirely ignorant of his Subject, tho he invokes the 
Muſe to relate the Particulars > May not Homer be allow'd 
the Knowledge of fo plain a Truth, as that the Will of God 
is fulfilbd in all things? Nor does his Manner of ſaying this 

infer that he «rfarms the Muſe of it, but only Sade ne 
with the uſual way of deſiring Information from another 
concerning any thing, and at the fame time mentioning that 
little we know of it in general. What is there more in this 
Paſlage > „Sing, O Goddeſs, that Wrath of Achilles, which 
1 ah; ſo pernicious to the Greeks : We only know the Ef- 
« fects of it, that it ſent innumerable brave Men to the 
Shades, and that it was Jave's Will it ſhould be ſo. But 
ce tell me, O Muſe, what was the Source of this deſtructive 
«© Anger?” I cant apprehend what Rapm means by faying, 
it is a ta know . — this Hacatian ends, A 1 
confounded with the Narration, which fo manifeſtly begins 
at Ares W Aug de. But upon the whole, methinks the 
French. Criticks play double with us, when they ſometimes 
n R repreſent 


My Oo © tis rs * IN P71 OSS 2} 


2. 


's 
h 
2 


the FIRST Book. 


repreſent the Rules of Poetry to be form'd upon the Practice 
of Homer, and at other times arraign their Maſter as if he 
tranſgreſs'd them. Horace has ſaid the Eyordiam of an Epic 
poem ought to be plain and modeſt, and ĩnſtances Homers as 
ſuch; and Napin from this very Rule will be trying ¶Mamer and 
judging it otherwiſe (for he criticiſes alſo upon the beginning 
of the Odyſſes) But for a full Anſwer: ue may bring the 
Words of Quimilian (whom Rapm himſelf allows to be the 


beſt of Criticks) concerni - theſe Propoſitions and Invoca- | 


tions of our Author. Beneuolum Aluduorem © muocatione 


c dearum quas præſidere vatihus creditum eſt, intentum pro- 


« pofita rerum magmiudine, & docilem: ſummd celeruer com- 
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Plutarch obſerves: there is a Defect in the Meaſute of this firſt 
Line (I ſuppoſe he means in the Eza's of the Patronymick.) 
This he thinks the fiery Vein of Homer making haſte to his 
Subject, paſt over with a bold Neglect, being conſcious of 


his own Power and Perfection in the greater Parts; as ſome 


(ſays he) who make Virtue their ſole Aim, paſs by Cenſure 
in ſmaller Matters. But perhaps we may find no occaſion to 
ſuppoſe this a Neglect in him, if we conſider that the word 


Pelides, had he made uſe of it without ſo many Alterations as 
he has put it to in Ih, would ill have been true to 
the Rules of Meaſure. Make but a Diphthong of the ſecond 
Eta and the lota, inſtead of their being two Syllables (per- 
haps by the fault of Tranſcribers) and the Objection is gone. 
Or perhaps it might be deſign'd that the Verſe in which he 


profeſſes to ling of violent Anger ſhould run off in the Ra- 
pidity of Dactyles. This Art he is allow'd to haye us d in 
other Places, and /irgil has been particularly celebrated for it. 


IV. 


Vsxs: 8. Will of Jove.] Plutarch in his Treatiſe of read- 
ing Poets, interprets a in this Place to ſignify: Fare, not 


imagining 


7 


Tate had decreed the De 
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imagining it conſiſtent with the Goodneſs of the ſupreme Be- 
ing, or Jupiter, to contrive or practiſe any Evil againſt Men. 
Euftathins makes Hul] here to refer to the Promiſe which 


liding with Troy while he ſhould be abſent. But to reconcile 


theſe two' Opinions, perhaps the Meaning may be that when 
the Power of Incidents to bririg it to paſs, fulſillꝰd that Decree 


by, providing ese for in. Seccher the Words may thu 


ſpecify the Time of Action, from the beginning of the 
Poem, in which thoſe Incidents work d, till the Promiſe to 
Thetis was fulfil'd, and the Deſtruction of Troy aſcertait' d to 
the Greeks by the Death of Hector. However it is certain 
that this Poet was not an abſolute Fataliſt, but ſtill ſuppos'd 
the Power of Jove ſuperior: For in the ſixteenth Iliad 
we ſee him deſigning to ſave, Sarpedon tho the Fates had 
decreed his Death, if Juno had not interpoſed. Neither 
does he exclude Free-w:ll in Men; for as he attributes the 
Deſtruction of the Heroes to the Will of Jove in the begin- 


ning of the Iliad, ſo he attributes the Deſtruction of Ulyſſes's 
Friends to their own'Folly in the beginning of the Odyſſes, Je 


14 Ar- yd oÞertgyow draodannow Gaevro, 
M. 


VrRSE 9. Declare, O Muſe.) It may be queſtion'd whether 
the firſt Period ends at Atog d Sr ν,ẽ O8, and the Interroga- 
tion to the Muſe begins with EE 8 9 rd Tg@ra---Or whether 
the Period does not end till the words, dds Ax, with 
only a ſingle Interrogation at TC T dę e bw? I ſhould 
be inclin'd to favour the former, and think it a double Inter- 
rogative, as Milton ſeems to have done in his Imitation of 
this Place at the beginning of Paradiſe Loſt. | 


ay firſt what Cauſe 

Mov'd our grand Parents? 8&c. And juſt after, 

Who firſt ſeduc d them to that foul Revolt? 
Beſides: that I think the Propoſition concludes more nobly 


with 
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with che Sentence Such was the: Mall of Jove. But the 
latter being follow ꝰd by moſt Editions, and by all the Tranſ- 
lations I have ſeen in any Language, the general Acceptation 
is here comply'd with, only tranſpoſing the Line to keep 
the Sentence laſt: And the next Verſes are ſo; turn'd as to 
include the double Interrogation, and at the ſame time do 
juſtice to another Interpretation of the Words EZ & 9 ra, Ex 
quo tempore; which marks the Date of the Quarrel from 
whence the Poem takes its Riſe. Chapman would have Ex 
quo underſtood of Jupiter, from ꝛuhom the Debate was ſug- 
geſted; but this claſhes with the Line immediately follow- 
ing, where he asks What God inſpir'd the Contention ? 
and anſwers, It was Apollo. A 6 
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| nn VERSE II. Latoha's Hon.] Here the Author who firſt in- 
= vok'd the Muſe as the Goddeſs of Memory, vaniſhes from 
3 the Reader's view, and leaves her to relate the whole 
1 Affair through the Poem, hoſe Preſence from this time dif- 
„fiſes an Air of Majeſty ever the Relation. And leſt this 
| : ſhould be loſt to our Thoughts by the Continuation of the 
Story, he ſometimes refreſhes: them with a new Invocation at 
proper Intervals. - Exuſtathms: | 10 
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* VVexsk 20. The Sceptrt and the Laurel Grown.) There is 


f ſomething exceedingly venerable in this Appearance of the 


Prieſt to command Attention; He comes with the Enſigns 


1 of the God he belong'd to; the Laurel Crown, now carry'd 
q in his Hand to ſhow he was a Suppliant; and a golden Scep- 
4 tre which the Ancients gave in particular to Apollo, as they 
f did a ſilver one to the Moon, and forts to other 
Ealaabaus. d n n d , 9 
VIII. 
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VEISI 23. Te King and Warriors.) The Art of this 
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the Greeks before Troy, as made up of Troops partly from 
Kingdoms and partly from Democracies: Wherefore he be- 
mins with a diſtinction which comprehends all. After this, 
asApotlosPricit, he prays that they may obtain the two Bleſ- 
ſings they had moſt in view, the Conqueſt of roy, and a 
ſafe Return. Then as he names his Petition, he offers an 
extraordinary Ranſom, and concludes with bidding them fear 


the God if they reſuſe it; like one who from his Office ſeems 


to foreſce their Miſery and exhorts them to ſhun it. Thus 
he endeavours to Work by the Art of * Application, 
by Religion, by Intereſt, and the Inſinuation of Danger. 
This is the Subſtance: of what Zuſtatbius remarks on this 


” 


Place; and in purſuance to his laſt Obſervation, the Epithet 


Avenging is added to this Verſion, that it may appear the 
Prieſt foretells the Anger of his God. 
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VI ISE 33: He uith Pride repulru.] It has been remark'd 
in Honour of Homers judgment, and the Care he took 
of his Reader's Morals, that where he ſpeaks of evil Actions 
committed, or hard Words given he generally characte- 
riſes them as ſuch by a previous — Ihis Paſſage 
is given as one Inſtance of it, here he ſays the Repulſe of 
Chryſes was a proud injurious Action in Agamemnon. And 
it may be remark'd that before his Heroes fall on one 
another with hard Language, in this Book, he ſtill takes 
care to tn us know they were under a Diſtraction of Anger. 
Plutarch ef nearing Puri bh n 
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VXISE 41. Tall Tune ſpall niſſe ry youthful Grace, 
Au ae diſmiſi hen from my gold Embrace, 
In an Labour af che Loam employ dg ij 


Or dbom d to deck the Bed ſhe once enjoy d.,. 


E ny! 
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TH 
The Greek is dre, which ſignifies either making the Bed, 
or parrating it. Enftarhius' and» Madam Dacier inſiſt Very 
much upomits being takewin:the former Senſe only, | for fepr 
EC. ( | of 


00 


of preſenting a looſe Idea to 1 Reader, and of offending 
againſt the Modeſty of the MM who is ſuppos d to relate 
the Poem. This Obſervation may very well become a Biſhop 
and a Lady: But that Qamemnon was not ſtudying here for 
Civility of Expreſſion, rs from the whole Tenour of his 
Speech; and: that he deſign d Chryſeis for more than a Ser- 
vant- Maid may be ſeen from ſome other things he ſays of 
her, as that he preferr'd her to his Queen Chiemneſtra; &c. 
The Impudence of which Confeſſion Madam Dacier herſelf 
has elſewhere animadverted upon. Mr. Dryabn in his Tranſ- 
lation. of this Book, has been juſter to the Royal Paſſion of 
Agamemnon ; tho he has Gag the Point ſo much on the 
other ſide, as to make him promiſe a greater Fondneſs for 
her in her old Age than in Her Youth, YOu rr is 
9 candle 5 8 | 
r ne 8 i: 
Mine ſhe ſhall bs; il — HAY a Time 18 
Fler Boon have wither d and deflroy'd her Prime: IJ 
Tilb then y mapa Bed ſbe ſhall 7 11 
0g And barung firſt adorn'd u, late aſcend. bo 21,2, 
cen hit fam the Night ; | by Day the Web and L N 7 
And homely: — Hall be ber Doom. 
109) 0 3! el Ir 11/10 rk legt . b'gidr 
No 
but extreme haſte in Writing; which never ought to be im- 
puted as a Fault to him, but to thoſe who ſuffer'd fo noble a 


Genius to lie under the e * = 
C 41 EY ONT rr V * d M\ ,00 en! 
J i bas ii; 18 Dt 21 9186 MI. ge 10 | 

a0 ee 15111 vd IA IA! Ii N $77 
Vr dr 47. The h K Prieh.J-We may take notice 
here} once for all, that — is frequently: Eloquent in his 
very Silence. Chryſes ſays not a word in anſwer to the In- 
ſults: of Agamemnon, but walks penſive along the Shore, and 


the — Flowing of the Verſe admirably expreſſes the 


Candition arne mournful:and deſerted Father.” MW 195e 
+13 ne going ant I aao 3m yd yirtee 
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could ihave made Mr. Nee apable of this Miſtake 
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ä HS y1ST VERNE NOUEVT ICU W111 CNNDOL SR) 
7 VERSE 61. The fairing: Cod attends.] Upon this. firſt 
Ptayer in the Poem Euftathrus takes occaſion to obſerve, that 
the Poet is careful throughout his whole Work to let no Prayet 
ever fall entirely which has Juſtice on its ſide; but he who 
prays either kills his Enemy, or has Signs given him that 
he has been heard, or his Friends return, or his Undertakin 
ſueceeds, or ſome other viſible Good happens. So far in- 
ſtructive and uſeful to Life has Homer made his Fable. 
3? F? 91 T7318 Hitt XIII, IHE OJ © Bf 2578 
Reb: INV er 15 i abt an bo 51m 10 
VIISE 67. He bent his deadly Bow.) In the tenth Year. of 
the Siege of Troy a Plague happen'd in the Grecian Camp, 
occaſion d perhaps by immoderate Heats and groſs Exhala- 
tions. At the Introduction of this Accident Homer be- 
gins his Poem, and takes occaſion from it to open the 
Scene of Action with a moſt beautiful Allegory. He ſuppoſes 
that ſuch Afflictions are ſent from Heaven for the Puniſhment 
of our evil Actions, and becauſe the Sun whom the Heathens 
worſhip'd was a principal Inſtrument of it, he ſays it was ſent 
to puniſh Aamemnon tor deſpiſing that God and injuring his 
Prieſt. Euſtathius. Hin N tun „at en n 10 
E on tt benen Joch Wod mid o ln en bun- 
41 10 „ 5 $03 10bUun 1 0 n 


Vr RSE 69. Mules and Dogs.) Hippocrates obſerves two 


things of Plagues ; that their Cauſe is in the Air, and that 


different Animals are differently touch'd by them according 
to their | Nature or Nouriſhment. This Philoſophy n 
danus refers to the Plague here mention d. Firſt, the Cauſe 

is in the Air, by reaſon; of the arts or Beams of Apoll. 
Secondly; the: Mules and Dogs are ſaid to die ſooner than the 
Men; partly becauſe the have by Nature a Quickneſs of 
Smell which makes the lnſection ſooner perceivable; and 
partly by the Nouriſhment they take, their feeding on the 
Earth with prone Heads making the Exhalatiom the 
more eaſy to be ſuck'd in with it. Thus has Hippocrates ſo 
de IX" | long 


7 ͤ ³˙—ꝛ ͤB,ĩ2’ ods 


\the FIST Book: 


long after Homer writ, fubſcrib'd to his Knowledge in the 
Riſe and Progreſs of this Diſtemper. There have been ſome 
who have refer'd this Paſſage to a religious Senfe , making 
the Death of the Mules and Dogs before the Men to point 
out a kind Method af Providence in puniſhing, whereby it 
ſends ſome previous Afflictions to warn Mankind ſo as to 
make them ſhun the greater Evils by Repentance. This 
Monſieur Dacier in his Notes on Ariſtotless Art of Poetry calls 
a Remark perfectly fine, and agreeable to God's Method of 
ſending Plagues on the Ægyptiaus, where firſt Horſes, Aﬀes, 
&c. were ſmitten, and afterwards the Men themfelves. 
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Vers 74. Thetis God-lthe Son comvenes a Council.) On the 


tenth: Day à Council is held to enquire why the Gods wert 
angry? We may obſerve with Plutarch, how jultly he applies 
the Characters of his Perſons: to the Intidents; not making 
Agamemnon but Achilles call this Council, who of all the 
Kings was moſt capable of making Obſervations upon the 
Plague, and of foreſeeing its Duration, as having been bred 
by Chiron to the Study of Phyſick. One may mention alſo 
a Remark of Euſtatbius in purſuance to this, that Junos ad- 
viting him in this caſe might allude to his Knowledge of an 
evil Temperament in the Air, of which ſhe was Goddeſs. 


XVI. 


 Venss 79: Why leave we not the fatal Trojan Shore, Kc. 
The Artifice of this Speech (according to Dionyſius of Holi 


carnaſſus in his ſecond Diſcourſe, neg! toyyparopowr) is ad · 


mirably carry d on to open an Accuſation againſt Agamemnom 
whom Aabilles ſuſpects to be the Cauſe of all their Miſcries; 


He directs himſelf not to the Aſſembly, but to Agamemnom; : 


he names not only the Plague but the Mar too, as having 
exhauſted them all, which was evidently due to his Family. 
He leads the Hugurs he would conſult, by pointing at ſome- 
thing lately done with -reſpe& to Apollo. And while he con- 
tinues within the guard of civil Expreſſion, | ſcattering | his 
Ye | KR - Inſinua- 
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Place for receiving Oracles by Dreams. 
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Inſinuations, he encourages thoſe who may have more Know- 


ledge to ſpeak out boldly, by letting them ſee there is a Party 
made for their Safety; which has its Effect immediately in 
the following Speech of Chalcas, vhoſe demand of Protection 
ſhows upon whom the Offence is to be plac t. 
oe in ain 03. iA noed oro bas! 
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VIASE 85. By myſtic Dreams. ] It does; not ſeem 
that by the word 6ve(goroaog an Interpreter of Dreams is 
meant; for we have no hint of any preceding Dream which 
wants to be N We may therefore more pro- 
bably refer it to ſuch who us d ( after performing proper 
Rites) to lie down at ſome ſacred Place, and expect a 
Dream from the Gods upon any particular Subject which 
they deſir d. That this was a Practice amongſt them, ap- 
pears from the Temples of Ampbiaraus in Bœotia, and Ho- 
dalirius in Apulia, where the Enquirer was oblig'd to ſleep at 
the Altar upon the Skin of the Beaſt he had ſacrificd in 
order to obtain an Anſwer. It is in this manner that La- 
tinus in J irgils ſeventh Book goes to dream in the Tem- 
ple of Faums, where we have a particular Deſcription of 
the whole Cuſtom. Strabo, Lib. 16. has ſpoken con- 
cerning the Temple of Jeruſalem as a Place of this Nature; 
« where (ſays he) the People either dream'd for themſelves, 
© or procurd ſome good Dreamer to do it:“ By which 
it ſhould ſeem he had read ſomething concerning the Viſions 
of their Prophets, as that which Samuel had when he 
was order'd ta ſleep a third time before the Ark, and upon 
doing ſo had an Account of the Deſtruction of Elis Houſe': 
or that which happen'd to Solomon after having ſacrificd. be- 
fore the Ark at Gibeon. The ſame Author alſo! has men- 
tion'd the Temple of Seraprs in his ſeventeenth Book as a 
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XVIII. 


Vans 97. Belvd of Jove, Achilles I] Theſe Appellations 
of Praiſe and Honour with which the Heroes in Homer ſo 
Ion! e frequently 


the FIRST BO OR. 


frequently ſalute each other, were agreeable to the Style of 


the ancient Times, as appears from ſeveral of the like Na- 
ture in the Scripture. Milton has not been wanting to give 
his Poem this Caſt of Antiquity, throughout which our firſt 
Parents almoſt always accoſt each other with ſome Title that 
expreſſes a Reſpect to the Dignity of human Nature. 


| Daughter of God and Man, immortal Exe. 
Adam, Earth's hallow'd Mould of Cod inſpir d. 
 Offpring of Heaun and Earth, and all Earth's Lord. &c. 


\ 


oa” 


. VERSE 115. Not even the Chief.) After Achilles: had 
brought in Chalcas by his dark Doubts concernin Agamem- 
non, Chalcas who perceiv'd them, and was unwilling. to be 
the firſt that nam d the King, artfully demands a Protection 
in ſuch a manner, as confirms thoſe Doubts, and extorts 
from him that warm and particular Expreſſion ** that he would 
< protect him even againſt Agamemnon,” who, as he ſays, is 
now the greateſt Man of Greece, to hint that at the Expi- 
ration of the War he ſhould be again reduc'd to be barely 
King of Mycene. This Place Plutarch takes notice of as the 
firſt in which Achilles ſhews his Contempt of Sovereign Au- 
thority. fl 

| XX. 


VISE 127. The Blameleſs Prieſt.] The Epithet du 
or blamelef5, is frequent in Homer, but not always usd with 
ſo much Propriety as here. The Reader may obſerve that 
Care has not been wanting thro this Tranſlation to preſerve 
thoſe Epithets which are peculiar to the Author, whenever 
they receive any Beauty from the Circumſtances about them: 
as this of blameleſs manifeſtly does in the preſent Paſſage. 


It is not only apply'd to a Prieſt, but to one who being con- 


ſcious of the Truth, prepares with an honeſt Boldneſs to diſ- 
cover it. big T7 


XXI. Verse 
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VIS I 131. Hugur accurſte! This Expreſſion is not meerly 
thtown out by chance, but proves hat Chalcas ſaid of the 
King when he ask d Protection; that he harbour d Anger in 
his Heart. For it aims at the Prediction Chalcas had given 
at Aulis nine ears before, for the ſatrificing his Daughter 
Iphigenia. Sandi s. 
Thi, and the two following Lines are in a manner Repe- 
titions of the ſame thing thrice over. It is left to the Rea- 
der to conſider how far it may be allow d, or rather praiſed 
for a Beauty, when we conſider with Euſtathius that it is 
a moſt natural Effect of Anger to be full of Words and in- 
ſiſting on that which galls us. We may add, that theſe re- 
icerated Expteſſions might be ſuppos d to be thrown out 
one after another, according as Agamemnom is ſtruck in the 
Confuſion of his Paſſion, firſt by the Remembrance of one 
Prophecy,” and then of another, Which the fame Man had 
utter d againſt his. 2 ence} 1993014 2? 


Nins 

$712 k © $4.4 3 WHT. & 5-5 3.4% + MS 
$912 d : 1 1 093 KI 
VIS 143. Mor half ſo dear were Clytemneſtra's Charms.) 
Agamemnon having heard the Charge which Chalcas drew up 
againſt him in two Particulars, that he had affronted the 
Prieſt, and refus'd to reſtore his Daughter ; he offers one An- 
ſwer which gives ſoftening: Colours to both, that he lov'd 
her as well as his Queen Chytemneſtra for her Perfecti- 
ons. Thus he would ſeem to ſatisfy the Father by Kind- 
neſs to his Daughter, to excuſe himſelf before the Greets for 
what is paſt, aud to make a Merit of yielding her in the fol- 
lowing Lines, and ſacrificing his Paſſion for their Safety. 


oe” 10 bd XXIII. 0 by 
5 04 2 10 4 | | | I ; a | T4 19 o p ; 
VzRrsE 155. Inſatiate King.] Here, where this Paſhon of 


Anger grows loud, it ſeems proper to prepare the Reader, 


and prevent his Miſtake in the Character of Achilles, which 


2 might | 


the FIRST BOOK 


might ſhock him in ſeveral Particulars following. We ſhould. 
know that the Poet has rather ſtudy'd Nature than Per- 


fection in the laying down his Characters. He reſolvd 


to ſing the Conſequences of Anger; he conſider d what Vir- 
tues and Vices would conduce moſt to bring his Moral out of 
the Fable; and artfully diſpos d them in his chief Perſons 


after the manner in which we generally find them; makin 


the Fault which moſt peculiarly attends any good Quality, to 


reſide with ir. Thus he has plac'd Pride with Magnanimity in 


Aamemnon, ind Craft with Prudence in Ulyſſes. And thus 
we mult rake his Achilles, not as a meer heroick diſpaſ— 


fion'd Character, but as one compounded of Courage and 
Anger; one who finds himſelf almoſt invincible, and aſ- 
ſumes an uncontroul'd Carriage upon the Self- conſciouſneſs 
of his Worth; whoſe high Strain of Honour will not ſuffer 
him to betray his Friends or fight againſt them, even when 
he thinks they have affronted him; but whoſe inexorable Re- 
ſentment will not let him hearken to any Terms of Accom- 
modation. Theſe are the Lights and Shades of his Cha- 


rater, which Homer has heighten'd and darkned in Extreams; 


becauſe on the one fide Valour is the darling Quality of Epic 


Poetry, and on the other, Anger the. particular Subject of 


his Poem. When Characters thus mix d are well conducted, 
tho' they be not morally beautiful quite through, they con- 
duce more to the end, and are ſtill poetically perfect. 

© Plutarch takes occaſion from the Obſervation of this Con- 


duct in Homer, to applaud his juſt Imitation of Nature and 


Truth, in repreſenting Virtues and Vices intermixed in his 
Heroes: contrary to the Paradoxes and ſtrange Poſitions of 
the Stoicks, who held that no Vice could conſiſt with Virtue, 
nor the leaſt Virtue with Vice. Plut. de aud. Poetir. | 


XN. Ib 

VIS 169. Great as thou art, and like a God in Hgbt.] 
The Words in the Original are Scoehαεα AN Ulyſſes is 
ſoon after call'd Ag, and others in other Places. The Phtaſe 
of Divine or God-like is not uſed by the Poet to ſignify Per- 
fection in Men, but apply d to conſiderable Perſons upon ac- 
Sn 113 | F 
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Merit was too conſiderable. ti 


Orzetvarions on 


count of ſome particular Qualification or Advantage which 

they were! pollen of / fat! above the common Standard of 
. — Thus it is aſerib'd to Achilles, upon account of 
his great Valout, to Les ſor his Preheminence in Wiſdom, 
even to Naris ſor þis-excreding Beauty and to ene 


for ſeveral fair Endowments. - eo n 
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Ae $® 172. Fu be the ut Bquivalent.) The Reaſoning 


in point of Right between Achilles and QMamemnon ſeems to 


be this. Achilles pleads that. Igamemnom could not ſeize upon 
any other Man's Captive without a new Diſtribution, it being 
an Invaſion of private Property. On the other hand, as 
Apamennon's Power was limited, how cane it that all the 
Greciau' Captains would ſubmit to an illegal and arbitrary 
Action I think che: legal Hietence for hi ſeiring Briſers 
muſt have been founded upon that Law, whereby the Com- 
mander in Ohief had the Putxurl of taking what part of the 
Prey he /pleas'd for hib o. Uſe: And — K be ho to 


reſtore what. he 1 r e uld 
have a ſecond Ane. 1 9gaA „10 51 no bng 00 
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De d the Deede af n a dreadful Bay! 

The Anger oſ Ne Princes w y pon the Ge 

af Women, oy get it is obſerxable that there is a different 

Ainrwithiwhich theyarc conducted. amemnon * 

a Lover, Hes as a Marriour: The one ſpeaks of C 

as a Beauty whom he valu'd equal to his Wite, and w 5 

be eaſily reſign d; the other 


treats Briſeis as a Slave, whom he is concern'd to preſerve 
in point of Honour, and >; 2 Teſtimony of his Glory. 
Hence it is thar we never hear him mention her bur 
a 1 the |Rewad''of Hr; the Giſt tbr Gitzaians 


hor 


t or che ike Expreſhons : and accordingly he r 
up, not in Grief 'fos 3 e 


1900 lene 


ie FIRST B Om.) / 


Sullenneſs for an Injury that is done him. This Obſervation 
is Madam Dacier s, and will often appear juſt as we proceed 
farther. Nothing is finer than the Moral exhibited to us 
in this Quarrel, of the Blindneſs and Partiality of Mankind 
to their own Faults: The Græciam make a War to reco- 
ver a Woman that was raviſh'd, and are in er to fail in 
the Attempt by a Diſpute about another. Agamemmon while 
he is revenging a Rape, commits one; and Achilles while he is 
in the utmoſt Fury himſelf, teproaches Agamemnom for his 
paſbangrs:Tempett7 i 25 i noqy chnogeb ban & 
Sag SIE: 2511 | XXVII. 6 16 ug 20 
non 228001 11 Hon ü ohe Dives! 
VIeIsE 225. Fly, mighty Warriour.} | Achilles | having 
threaten d to leave them in the former Speech, and ſpoken 
of his Acts of War; the Poet here puts an artful Piece of 
Spite in the Mouth of Agamemmon, making him opprobriouſſy 
brand his Retreat as a Flight, and leſſen the Appearance of 
his Courage by calling it the Love of Contention atid Slaugliter. 


XXVIII. 


VIS 229. Kings, the Gods difimguſbd Care.\ In the 
Original it is Auargectc,, or nerf. by Jove, Homer often 
uſes bo: call hi Kings by fath Epithets as Apel, bern of obe 
8 Gods, or Me, bred. bythe Gods; by which he points out 
to tllemſelves, the Offices they were ordaim d for; ànd to 


their People, the Reverenca that ſhould be pay d them. Theſe 


Expreſhons of his are perfectly id the exalted; Style of the 


aſtern Nations, and cor dent tu thoſe: Places of holy 


they are callid Goa, and the Sons of abe moſt 
Hi. | | 


mon 21800 noigigt) in 40 tngonnt 101 28 
Lai buch di re 51d do ni 3 
, . eng. zids 
Ves 261. Minerva ſwift deſdendd from about.] Honner 
having hy degrees rais d A billes to ſuch a Pitch of Fury as to 
make him capable of attempting Agamemmms Life in ithe 
Council, Pallas the Goddeßß ef Wiſdami deſcende, and being 
ſeen our by him, pulls him back in the very Infant of 
Execution. ke parlies with: her awhile as imagining}; ſhe 
may” 


would 


19 
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| = would adviſe him to proceed, but upon the promiſe of 4 
Wy | time wherein there ſhould be a full Reparation of hif Ho- 
1 nour, he ſheaths his Sword in Obedience to her. She aſcends 


to Heaven, and he being left to himſelf, falls again upon 
his General with bitter Expreſſions. The Allegory here may 
be allow'd by every Reader to be unforc'd : The Prudence of 
Achilles checks him in the raſheſt Moment of his Anger, it 
works upon him unſeen to others, but does not entirely pre- 


| vail upon him to deſiſt, till he remembers his on Impor- 
i tance, and depends upon it that there will be a neceſſity of 
i their courting him at any Expence into the Alliance again. 

a Having perſuaded himſelf by ſuch Reflections, he * 


to attack his General, but thinking that he ſacrifices enough 
to Prudence by this Forbearance, lets the thought of it vaniſh 
from him, and no ſooner is Wiſdom gone but he falls into 
more violent Reproaches for the Gratification of his Paſſion. 
All this is a moſt beautiful Paſſage whoſe Moral is evident, 
and generally agreed upon by the Commentators. 


=} XXX. 


VIꝝ RSE 268. Known bythe Flames that ſparkled from her Des.) 
They who carry on this Allegory after the moſt minute man 
ner, refer this to the Eyes of Achilles, as indeed we muſt; 
if we entirely deſtroy the bodily Appearance of Minerua. But 
what Poet deſigning to have his Moral ſo open, would take 
pains to form it into a Fable? In the proper mythological 
Senſe,” this Paſſage ſhould be referr'd to Minerva: according 
to an Opinion of the Ancients, who ſuppos d that the 


« the 


ww Gods had a peculiar Light in their Eyes. That Homer 
it was not ignorant of this Opinion appears from his uſe of 
1 it in other Places, as when iti the third [had Helena by 
"It this means diſcovers Venus: and that he meant it here is 
i'YF particularly afferted by Hehodorns in thé third Book of 
il | this Z#btopick Hiſtory. The Gods, ſays he, are known in 
18 their Apparitions to Men by the fix d Glare of their Eyes, 
ik | or their gliding Paſſage through Air without 3 the 
[ 1 Feet; theſe Marks Homes hab ud from his Knowledge of 
ö ak Egyptian Learning, applying one to Pallas, and 
bil |: 


r 
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ce the other to :/Veptume.” Madam Dacrer has gone into 
the contrary Opinion, and blames Euſtatbius and others 
without overthrowing theſe Authorities, or aſſigning any 


other Reaſon but that it was not Per for Minervas Eyes 


to /parkle, when her Speech was mi 
XXXI. 
Ves 298. Thou Dog in Forehead.) It has been one of 


the Objections againſt the Manners of Homer's Heroes, that 


they are abuſive. Monſ. de la Motte affirms in his Diſcourſe 
upon the Iliad, that great Men differ from the vulgar in their 
manner of expreſſing their Paſſion ; but certainly in violent 
Paſſions (ſuch as thoſe of Achilles and Agamemnon) the Great 
are as ſubject as any others to theſe Sallies; of which we 
have frequent Examples botn from Hiſtory and Experience. 


Plutarch, taking notice of this Line, gives it as a particular 


Commendation: of Homer, that he conſtantly affords; us a 


fine Lecture of Morality in his Reprehenſions and Praiſes, 


« by referring them not to the Goods of Fortune or the 
« Body, but thoſe of the Mind, which are in our Power, and 
for which we are blameable or praiſe-worthy. Thus, ſays 
he, Mamemnom is reproach'd for Impudence and Fear, 
% Har for vain- bragging, Idomeneus for the Love of Con- 
c tention, and Les does not reprove even Yherſues but as 
© Babbler, tho he had ſo many perſonal. Deformities to 
object to him. In like manner alſo the Appellations and 
Epithets with Which they aceoſt one another, are gene- 
rally founded: on ſome diſtinguiſting Qualification of 
Heri, as iii Ulyſſes, Hector equal % love in II, 
ce dom, Achilles chief Gary of the Grerks, and the like, 
Plutarch of reading-Begrse k 10) N vid ni 21 eln 
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VERSE 299. In ambuſhtd Fights:to date, Hamer has mag- 
nify'd the Ambuſh as the boldeſt manner of Fight. They 
went upon thoſe Parties with a feẽ Men only, and generally 
the moſt daring of the Army, on Ocoaſious of the głeateſt 


& 


12 


Hazard, where 3 were therefore more expos de than in 4 
regular Battel. Thus /domeneus in the thirteenth Book ex- 
preſsly tells Moeriones that the greateſt Courage appears in 
this way of Service, each Man being i in a manner FINER out 
to the Proof of it. Huſtatbius. 75 


XXXIII. 


VrRSE 309. Now by rhis ſacred Sceptre.] Spondanus in this 
Place das Euftarhin, for ſaying that — makes Achilles 
in his Paſſion ſwear by the firſt thing he meets with; and 
then aſſigns (as from himſelf) two Cauſes which the other 
had mention d ſo plainly before, that it is a wonder they 
could be over- look d. The Subſtance of the whole Paſſage 
in his is, that if we conſider the Sceptre ſimply as 


Wood, Achilles after the manner of the Ancients takes in 


his Tranſport the firſt thing to ſwear by; but that Homer 
" himſelF has in the Proceſs of the Deſeription aſſign d Reaſons 
why it is proper for the Occaſion; vhich may be ſeen by 
conſidering it Symbolically.” Firſt, That as the Wood being 
cut from the Tree will never re- unite and flouriſh, ſo neither 
ſhould cheir Amity ever Tons again; after they were divided 


by this Contention. That a Sceptre being the 
mark of Power and Symbol mbol of Juſtice, | o ſwear by it might 
in effect be — Ahn ng by the God of Power, and 

by juſtice itſelf; and according 1 ve 8 7) by Ahl, 


1 Poln. as a uſual: Ar 92 ings. 
'T cannot leave this Paſſage Ns e in Oppoſſtion 
to ſome Moderhs who Have criticiz'd upon it as tedious, that 
it has been eſteemd à Beaury of ſo ne a Nature by che An- 
cients as to engage them in its Imitation." Vigil Ras. almoſt 
tranſcrib'd it in his 12 Anu. for the Sceptte of Karo. 


Uh 8 — ſceptrum' dextra nam fort? eh) 


* i fundet virgulta nec umbras ; 
ſhows imo dr fiirpe reciſum, 2 70 ae 
— Cc 25 comut & brachin ferro: 
de eis manus ere Wc 
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But I cannot think this comes up to the Spirit or Propriety 
of Homer, notwithſtanding the Judgment of Scaliger who de- 
cides for Virgil upon a trivial compariſon of the Wording in 
each, I. 5. cap. 3. Poet. It fails in a greater Point than any 
he has mention'd, which is that being there us'd on veca- 
fon of a Peace, it has no emblematical reference to Diviſion, 
and yet deſcribes the cutting of the Wood and its Incapacity 
to bloom and branch again, in as many Words as Homer. It 
is borrow'd by FValerius Flaccus in his third Book, where he 
makes Jaſon {wear as a Warriour by his Spear, 


Hanc ego magnanimi ſpolium Didymaonis haſtam, 

Ut ſemel eſt avulſa jugis a matre perempta, 

One neque jam frondes virides neque proferet umbras, 

Fida miniſteria & duras obit horrida pugnas, 
Teſtor.— Wen 


And indeed, however he may here borrow ſome Expreſſions 
from Virgil or fall below him in others, he has nevertheleſs 
kept to Homer in the Emblem, by introducing the Oath 
upon Jaſon's Grief for _— to Colchis without Hercules, 
when he had ſeparated himſelf from the Body of the Argonauts 
to ſearch after Hylas. To render the Beauty of this Paſſage 
more manifeſt, the Alluſion is inſerted (but with the feweſt 
Words poſſible) in this Tranſlation. 3 


b N. * 


Vers 324. Thy Raſbneſs made the braveſt Greek thy Foe.) 


Tho ** ion not been agreeable to the haughty Na- 
ture of Achilles, yet Plutarch has mention'd a Caſe, and with 


reſpect to him, wherein it is allowable. He ſays that Achilles 
has at other times aſcrib'd' his Succeſs to Jupiter, but it is 
permitted to a Man of Merit and Figure who is injuriouſly 


dealt with, to ſpeak frankly of himſelf to thoſe who are for- 


4 *. -* 


getful and unthankful. 
Foro» ASAT $1 0b 
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1 Vr RSE 333. Tuo Cenerations.] The Commentators make 
1 | not Neſtor to have liv'd three hundred Years (according to 

f Ovid's Opinion ;) they take the word ye not to ſignify. a 
| Century or Age of the World; but a Generation, or compaſs 
of Time in which one Set of Men flouriſh, which in the com- 
mon Computation is thirty Vears; and accordingly it is here 


1 tranſlated as much the more probable. | 
8 From what Meſtor ſays in this Speech, Madam Dacier com- 
I! putes the Age he was of, at the end of the 779jan War. The 
| Fight of the Lapmbe and Centaurs fell out fifty five or ſixty 
} Years before the War of Troy: The Quarrel of Agamemnon 
t and Achilles happen'd in the tenth and laſt Year of that War. 
| It was then fifty five or ſixty five Years ſince Neſtor fought 
10 againſt the Centaurs; he was capable at that time of giving 
If Counſel, ſo that one cannot imagine him to have been under 
Tl! twenty: From whence it will appear that he was now almoſt 
1 arriv'd to the Concluſion of his third Age, and about four- 
Ii ſcore and five, or fourſcore and fix Years of Age. 
| XXXVI. if, 
ih Vr ISE 339. What Shame.) The Quarrel having riſen 
TIF to its higheſt Extravagance, Neſtor the wiſeſt and molt aged 
Th Greek is raiſed to quiet the Princes, whoſe Speech is therefore 


fram'd entirely with an oppoſite Air to all which has been 
hitherto ſaid; ) ſedate and inoffenſive. He begins with a ſoft 
affectionate Complaint which he Freer to their Threats 
1 and / haughty Language; he reconciles their Attention in an 
by! apful manner, by putting them in mind that they hear one 
1 whom their Fathers and the greateſt Heroes have heard with 
deference. He ſides with neither, that he might not anger 
any one, while he adviſes them to the proper Methods of 
„ i and he appears to fide with both while he 
praiſes each, that they may be induc'd by the Recollection 
10 of one another's Worth to return to that Amity which would 
I 1 bring Succeſs to the Cauſe. It was not however aa” 
1 | with 


was right, Ach 


the FIRST BO OR. 


with the Plan of the Poem that this ſhould entirely appeaſe 
them, for then the Anger would be at an end which was pro- 
pos d to be ſung through the whole. Homer has not therefore 
made this Speech to have its full Succeſs; and yet that the 
Eloquence of his Neſtor might not be thrown out of Character 
by its proving unavailable, he takes care that the Violence 


with which the Diſpute was manag d ſhould abate immediately 


upon his 3  Agamemnon confeſſes that all he ſpoke 

it, Achilles- promiſes not to fight for Bri/eis if ſhe 
ſhould be ſent for, and the Council, diſſolves. KA 
It is to be obſerw'd that this Character of Authority and 
Wiſdom in Neſtor, is every where admirably uſed by Homer, 
and made to exert itfelf thro all the great Emergencies of 
the Poem: As he quiets the Princes here, he propoſes that 
Expedient which reduces the Army into their Order after the 
Sedition in the ſecond Book. When the Greeks are in the 
utmoſt Diſtreſſes, tis he who adviſes the building the Fortifi- 
cation before the Fleet, which is the chief means of preſer- 
ving them. And it is by his Perſuaſion that Patroclus puts 
on the Armour of Achilles, which occaſions the Return of 
that Heroe, and the Conqueſt of Troy. 


XXXVIL 

VI ISE 394. —No more Achilles draws 

His conqut ring Sword in any Momams Cauſe.) ] 
When Ach:/les promiſes not to conteſt for Briſei, he expreſſes 
it in a ſharp deſpiſing Air, will not | fight for the ſake of a 
Woman: by which he glances at Helena, and caſts an oblique 
Reflection upon thoſe Commanders whom he is about to leave 
at the —_ for her Cauſe. | One may obſerve how well it is 
fancy'd of the Poet, to make one Woman the ground of a 
Quarrel which breaks an Alliance that was only form'd upon 
account of another: and how much the Circumſtance thus 
conſider d contributes to keep up the Anger of Achulles, for 
carrying on the Poem beyond this Diſſolution of the Council. 
For (as he himſelf argues with Ulyſſes in the 9th Iliad) it is 
as reaſonable for him to retain his Angie upon the account of 


Briſeis, as for the Brothers with all Greece to carry on a 
* | War 


26 
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War upon the ſcore of Helenn. I do not know that any 


Commentator: has taken notice of this Sarcaſm of Achilles, 
which I think a very obvious one. 0 eon 


” 
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| VERSE;413+ The Aulutious. All our former Engliſb Tranſ 


lations ſeem to have err'd in the Senſe of this Line; the 
word avazra being differently render d by them, O Fals, or 
Emtrails, or Purgamems, or Ordures, a groſs Set of Ideas 
AS, eluo, the ſame; Verb from whence; &7awuuduorro, which 
precedes in the Line, is deriv'd. 80 that the Senſe ap- 
pears to be as it is render d here; [They, waſh'd, and threw 

away their Waſbings.] Perhaps this Luſtration might be 
uſed as a Phyſical Remedy in cleanſing them from the 
Infection of the Plague: as Patsſanius tells us it was by 
the Arcadians, from whence he ſays the Plague was called 
auun by the Greeks. acl uc ei zi bn ad noi 
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V᷑ISEE 430. At awful aiſtance ſilent.] There was requir'd 

a very remarkable Management to preſerve all the Characters 
which are concern d in this nice Conjuncture, wherein the 
Heralds were to obey at their Peril. Mamemnon was to be 
gratify d by an Inſult on Hehilles, and Achilles was to ſuffer fo 
as might become his Pride, and not have his violent Temper 
voled. From all this the Poet has found the Secret to 
extricate himſelf, by only taking care to make his Heralds 
ſtand in ſight, and ſilent. Thus they neither make Aa- 
memnum s Majeſty ſuffer by uttering their Meſſage ſubmiſſively, 
nor occaſion a rough Treatment from Achilles by demanding 
Briſeis in the peremptory Air he order d; and at the ſame 
time Achilles is gratify'd, with the Opportunity of giving her 
up, as if he rather ſent her than was forced, to relinquiſh her. 
The Art of this Has been taken notice of by Euſtatbius. 
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VSE 451. She in ſoft Sorrows.) The Behaviour of Bri- 
feis in her Departure is no leſs beautifully imagin'd” than the 


former. A French or Italiam Poet had laviſſid all his Wit 
and Paſſion in two long Speeches on this Occaſion, which 
the Herald muſt have wept to hear; inſtead of which Homer 


willingly along, with a dejected Air, melted in Tenderneſs, 


and not able to utter à word: And in the Lines immediately 


ment of Acbilles, who: ſuddenly retires to the Shore and vents 
his Rage aloud to the Seas. The Variation of the Numbers 
juſt in this Place adds a great Beauty to it, which has been 
endeavour'd at in the Tranſlatia aaa 


8 3111 0311 rl ut ert. kl De 0 ore e 
VSE 458. There baub'd in Trart.] Enflathius obſerves on 


3 15315 a 


this Place that it is no Weakneſs: in Heroes to weep, but the 


very Effect of Humanity and Proof of à generous Temper; 
for which he offers ſeveral Inſtances, and takes notice that 
if Sophocles would not let ax weep, it is becauſe he is drawn 
rather as a Madman than a Heroe. But this general Ob- 
ſervation is not all we can offer in excuſe for the Tears of 
Achilles: His are Tears of Anger and Diſdain (a I have ven- 
turd. to call them in the Tranſlation) of which a great and 
fiery Temper is more ſuſceptible than any other; and even 
in this Homer has taken care to preſerve the high Cha- 
racer, by making him retire to vent his Tears out of ſight. 
And we may add to theſe an Obſervation of which Madam 
Dacier is fond, which is, the Reaſon why Agamenmon' parts 
not in Tears from Chryſcis, and Achilles ſhould from Briſeis: 
The one parts willingly from his Miſtreſs, and becauſe he 
does it for his People's Safety it becomes an Honour to him: 
the other is parted unwillingly, and becauſe his General takes 
her by force the Action reflects a Diſhonour ale: AO 


| | XLII. Verst 


* 


gives us a fine Picture of Nature. We ſee Hriſeis paſſing un- : 
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VSE 464. The Thund rer ad. This alludes to a Story 
h ich labilles tells the Embaſſadors of :Agamemnon, 1. 9. 
That ha had the Choice of two Fates: one leſs glorious at 
home, but bleſſed with a very long Life; the other full 
of Glory iat u; but then he was never hor return. The 
Alternative being thus propos d to him (not from Fopiier 
but iZhezss! who reveal'd the Decree) the! choſe the latter, 
which: he looks upori as his due, ſince he: gives away length of 
Life for it: and accordingly when he complains to his Mo- 
ther of: the Diſgrace he lies under, it ib in this manner he 
makes a dena fe kon burt e 9031 D1 olg 
MNonſſ dei la Moree very judiciouſſy obſerves, this bur: r 
this Fore-knowledg e of the Certainty of his Death at 770, 
Achilles's Charager could have drawn but little Eſteem 
from the Reader. A Herot of a vicious Mind, bleſt only 
with a Superiority of Strength, and invulnerable into the bar- 

ain, was not very proper to excite Admiration; but Homer 
this exquiſite Piece of Art has made him the greateſt of 
Heroes „Who is ſtill purſuing: Glory in contempt of Death, 
and even under that W l devoting” hirmſelf 
in AT. Fa Aion. [21 21 | | Wee If | 
n it = Im. oo wa i - e 12 , 
Vs RSE * Fa Thebæ.] Homer wid ape be boem 
with the Action which immediately brought on Aschillers An- 
ger, being now to give an Account of the ſame thing again, 
takes his Nile more backward in the Story. Thus the Reader 
is informed in what he ſhould know, without having been 
delay d from entering upon the promis d Subject. This is the 
firſt Attempt which we ſee made towards the Poetical Me- 
thod of Narration, which differs from the Hiſtorical in that 
it does not proceed always directly in the Line of Time, but 
ſometimes relates things which have gone before When a 


more proper Opportunity dg it to un the Narration 
more informing or beautiful. 5 57101 vd 1901 


1 
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As for the ory itſelf, fome have chou 


the FIRST Book. 


Lines of this Speech. What follows is a Rehearfal of the 


receding Action of the Poem, almoſt in the ſame Words he 
uſed in the opening it; and is one of thoſe Faults 
which has with moſt Juſtice been objected to our Author. It 
is not to be deny d but the Account muſt be tedious, of what 
the Reader had been juſt before inform'd: and ome 
when we are given to underſtand it was no va neceſſary, by 
what Achilles ſays at the beginning, that Yer knew the 
whole Story: already. As toe repeating the fame Lines, a 
Practice ufual with Homer, it is not ſo excuſable in this Place 
as in thoſe where Meſſages are deliver d in the Words r 
were recei Vd, or the hke; it being unnatural to imagine, 
thar the Perſon whom the Poet introduces as actually ſpeak- 
ing, ſhould fall into the ſelf- ſame Werds that are us'd in the 
Narration by the Poet himſelf. Vet Milton was ſo great an 
Admirer and Imitator of our Author, as not to have ſcrupled 


even this kind of Repetition. The Paſſage is at the end of 


his tenth Book, where Adam having -dechar'd he would pro- 


ſtrate himſelf before God in certain particular Acts of Humi- 


Hation, thoſe Acts are immediately after deſerib'd by the 
Poet in the ſame Words. 7 : TOI AL 1 9 ie 
| | ib XEIV. id hd z 501 3 

2185 GL- 297187 2370 20803 9211 16 26.3 205 
VERSE 5 14.0ft haſt thou triumph] The Perfuafive which 
Achilles is here 2 put into the oo Thetis, is moſt 
artfully contriv'd to ſuit the preſent Exigency. You, fays he, 
muſt intreat Jupiter to bring Miſeries on the Greeks who are 
protegen by .Z«ne, Neptune, and Minerva: Put him there- 
ore in mind that thoſe Deities were once his Enemies, and 
adjure him by that Seryice you did him when thoſe very Powers 
would have bound him, that he will now in Nis turm aſſiſt you 
0 the Endeavours they will certataly oppoſe to my Wiſhes. 
I 199” wi 1 TAK 2 4 1 : 241 
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rſtathins. OJ 21! : N | 

gbr (With whom is 

Madam Daczer) that there was ſc erfect Tradition” of 

the Fall of the Angels for their R | which the Greeks 

had receiv'd by Commerce with Zgypr+* and thus they ac- 
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count the Rebellion of the Gods, the Precipitation of Halban 
from Heaven; and Joe's threatniog the inferior Gods with 
Turtarus in Al. 8. but as ſo many Hints of Scripture fai 
imitated. Bur it ſeems not improbable. that the Wars of the 
Gods, (deſcribed, by the Poets, allude to the Confuſion of the 
Elements befbre they were brought into their natural Order. 
It is, almoſt; generally agreed that by Jupiter is meant the 
Aiber, andiby Juno the Air. The ancient Philoſo phers ſup- 
pos d the Ather to be igneous, and by its king: Influence 
upon the Air to be the Cauſe of all 2 Therefore 
Tomer ſays in the 14 Iliad, V. 346. That upon Juper's 
mbracing his Wife, the Earth put forth its Plants. Perhaps 
= Thetib's aſſiſting Jupiter, may be, meant that the watry Ele- 
ment ſubſiding and taking its natural Note Jl _ an ag 10 
. ane = the wan er 1 


1 
: * » 4 & % 4 1 4 
44 8 * . . £"'v M £ % « « f , 
* 7 - + : 3 : F » 


7 4 * 3 ; 7 . . * . 
AF 5 : 4 ; : . of * c Y 


- 


| 1 W 15% RSE, 373. ken Gol 3 Men 188 name.] 455 
manner of making the Gods ſpeak a Language different from 

Men (which, is frequent in Homer) is a Circumſtance that as - 
as it widens the Akinckien between divine and human Na- 
tures, ſo far might tend to heighten the Reverence paid the 
Gods. But bel des this, as = difference is thus told in 
Poetry, it is of uſe to the Poets themſelves: For it appears 
like a bing, of Teſtimony af their Inſpiration, or their Con- 
verſe with the Gods, and thereby, gives a. Majeſty to cher 


Works. a 37 X23 * x 1 472 , : 7144 1 ys 


1 411145 


211 u * bl N 0 515 XI VI. 11018 


vi Rs E 754 77 8 H we. "of, Gods, "and all th Elen. 9 LES 
Rs / 7 |. . warm. Linus of the fartheſt. Main, 

Vo ir with 17 67 nor diſdain to grace 

. The 790 Fs of | lopia's 22 Nacg.] 3 8 
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Honours paid to the Gods. From hence aroſe, their, Cha- 
racter of Piety, which is here celebrated by Homer. Among 
Wy there, was an e F Keats at. Deadpolh, which Euſt arhius 


99 21 mentions, 


ventors of Pomps, Sacrifices, ſolemn n and other 


mentions, wherein hey carry d about the Statues of Jupiter 
and the other Gods, for twelve Days, according to their 
Number: to which if we add the ancient Cuſtom of ſetting 
Meat before Statues, it will appear a Rite from which this 
Fable might eaſily ariſe. But it would be a great Miſtake to 
imagine 4 this Place, that Homer repreſents the Gods as 
eating and drinking upon Earth: a groſs Notion he was ne- 
ver guilty of, as appears from theſe Verſes in the fifth Book, 
| Line 340. Ati! 15 2 Tis 2 1 Vi ' [ 18. f 
ef} © 200 NM enn bas yo! niilw 315!) | 
r panagegcr Veoiaw 1 | | 
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Macrobjus would have it, that by Jupiter here mention'd is 
meant the Sun, and that the Number Twelye hints at the 
twelve Signs; but whatever, may be ſaid in a critical Defence 
of this Opinion, I believe. the Reader will, be ſatisfy d that 
Homer conſider d as a Poet would have his Machinery under- 
ſtood upon that Syſtem of the Gods hich is properly Grecian. 
One may take notice here, that it were to be wiſ d ſome 
Paſſage, were found, in any authentic; Author that might tell 
us the time of the Year, when the Æthiopians kept this 
Feſtival at Diaſpolis: For from thence onę might determine 
the preciſe Seaſon; of the Year 3 
Ball, 
means farther explain the Beauty and Propriety of many Paſ- 
ſages in the Poem. 17.12 | 
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 Vs.xx+ 600. Ibe Sarriſice.] If we conſider this Paſſage, it 
is not made to ſhine in Poetry: All that can be done is to 
gn Numbers, and endeavour, to ſet the Particulars in a 
diltinct View, But if we take it in another Light, and as a 
Piece of Learning, it is valuable for being the moſt, exact 
Account of the ancient Sacrifices any where left us. There 
is firſt the Purification, by waſhing, of Hands. Secondly the 


* 
# 


offering up of Prayers. , Thirdly the Mala, or Barley Cakes 


thrown upon the Victim. Fourthly the manner of killing it 
7 TY ' with 


| Actions of the 
are repreſented to have happen d; and perhaps by that 
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with the Head turn'd upwards to the eeleſtial Gods (as they 
turn'd it downwards. when they offer'd to the Infernals.) 
Fifthly their ſelecting the Thighs and Fat for their Gods as 
the beſt of the Sacrifice, and the diſpoſing about them pie 
cut from every Y for a Repreſentation of the whole: 
(Hence the Thighs, or nei, are frequently us'd in Hamer 
and the Greek Poets for the whole Victim.) Sixthly the Li- 
bation of Wine. Seventhly conſuming the Thighs in the 
Fire of the Altar. Eighthly the Sacrificers dreſſing and Feaſt- 
ing on the reſt, with Joy and Hymns to the Gods. Thus 
punctually have the ancient Poets and in particular Homer, 
. written with a care and reſpect to Religion. One may que- 
ſtion whether any Country as much a Stranger to Chriſtia- 
nity as we are to Heatheniſm, might be ſo well inform'd b 
our Poets in the Worſhip belonging ro any Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion at jj 7 95.5502 985. 7 IG 20) 3 a 
I am obliged to take notice how intirely Mr. Dryden has 
miſtaken the Senſe of this Paſſage, and the Cuſtom of Anti- 
nity ; for in his Tranſtation, the Cakes are thrown into the 
Fire inſtead of being caſt on the Victim; the Sacrificers are 
made to eat the Thighs and whatever belong'd to the Gods; 
and no part of the Vieim is confum'd for a Burnt-offering, 
fo that in effect there is no Sacrifice at all. Some of the Mi- 
ſtakes (particulatly that of turning the Roufl- meat on the Spits, 
which was not known in Homer's Days) he was led into by 
Chapman's Tranſlation. 1 l * | | TIE, 


XLII. 


VExss 681. The faithful, fix d, irrevocable Fign.] There 
are among Men three things by which the Efficacy of a Pro- 
miſe may be made void; the Defign not to perform it, the 
want of Power to bring it to paſs, and the Inſtability of our 
Tempers, from all which Homer ſaw that the Divinity muft 
be exempted, and therefore he deſcribes the Nod, or Ratifi- 
cation of Jupiters word, as farhful in ſition to Frazd, 
fure of being perform 'd in Oppoſition to Weakneſs, and irre- 
vocable in Oppofition to our repemimꝑ of a Promiſe. Euſtatbius. 


mn nit, ba aq A Xx as 1 
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the FIRST Book.) 


XLIX. 


VERS 683. He ſpoke, and awful bends.) This Deſcription 
of the Majeſty of Jupiter has ſomething exceedingly grand 
and venerable. Macrobes reports, that Phidias having made 
his Olympian Jupiter which paſt for one of the greateſt Mi- 
racles 2 Art, he was ask d from what Pattern he fram'd fo 
divine a Figure, and anſwer'd, it was from that Archetype 

which he — in theſe Lines of Homer. The ſame Author 
has alſo taken notice of Virgil imitating it, I. 10. | 


Dixerat, idque ratum Stygu per flumma fratris, 

Per pice torrentes atraque voragine ripas; 

Anu, & totum nutu tremefecit Olympum. 
Here indeed he has preſerv'd the Nod with its ſtupendous Ef- 
fect, the making the Heavens tremble. But he has neglected 
the Deſcription of the Eyebrows and the Hair, 95 chief 
Pieces of Imagery from whence the Artiſt took the Idea of 
a Countenance proper for the King of Gods and Men. 

Thus far Mac robius, whom Scaliger anſwers in this manner; 
Aut Iudunt Phidiam, aut nos ludit Phidias: Etiam ſine Homero 
puto illum ſciſſe, Jovem non carere ſupercilus & ceſari, 


. 
VERSE 694. Jove afſames the Throne, |] As Homer makes 


the firſt Council of his Men to be one continued Scene of 


Anger, whereby the Grecian Chiefs became divided, ſo he 
makes the firſt Meeting of the Gods to be ſpent in the ſame 
Paſhon ; whereby Jupner is more fix d to aſſiſt the Trojans 
and Juno more incens d againſt them. Thus the Deſign 


of the Poem goes on : the Anger which began the Book 


overſpreads all cxiſtent Beings by the latter end of it: Hea- 
ven and Earth become engag'd in the Subject, by which it 
riſes to a great Importance in the Reader's Eyes, and is ha- 
ſten'd forward into the briskeſt Scenes of Action that can be 
fram d upon that violent Paſſion. "rs 
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 Vxns8 698. Say, arrful Mandzer.] The Gods and God- 
defſes being deſcrib'd with all the Deſires and Pleaſures, the 


Paſſions and Humours of Mankind, the Commentators have 


taken a Licence from thence to draw not only moral Obſer- 
yations, but alſo ſatyrical Reflections out of this part of the 
Poet. Theſe 1 am ſorry to ſee fall fo hard upon Womankind, 
and all by Janos means. Sometimes ſhe procures them a 
Leſſon for their Curioſity and Unquietneſs, and at other times 


for their loud and vexatious Tempers. Juno deſerves them on 


the one hand, Jupiter thunders them out on the other, and 
the learned Gentlemen are very particular in enlarging with 
Remarks on both ſides. In her firſt Speech they make the 


Poet deſcribe the inquiſitive Temper of Womankind in gene- | 


ral, and their Reſtleſneſs if they are not admirred into every 


Secret. In his Anſwer to this, rhey trace thoſe Methods of 


grave Remonſtrance by which it is proper for Husbangs to 
calm them. In her Reply, it is the Nature of Wo- 
men to be more obſtinate for being yielded to: and in his 
ſecond Return to her, they ſee the laſt Method to be uſed 
with them upon failure of the firſt, which is the Exerciſe of 
Sovereign Authority. 

Mr. Dryden has tranſlated all this with the utmoſt Severity 
upon the Ladies, and ſpirited the whole with ſatyrical Addi- 
tions of his own. But Madam Dacier (who has elſewhere 
animadverted upon the good Biſhop of Ybeſfalonica, for his 
lage Admonitions againſt the Fair Sex) has not taken the 
leaſt notice of this general Defection from Complaiſance in 
all the Commentators. She ſeems willing to give the whole 


Paſſage a more important Turn, and incline us to think that 


Homer deſign'd to repreſent the Folly and Danger of prying 
into the Secrets of Providence. *Tis thrown into that Air in 
this Tranſlation, not only as it is more noble and inſtructive 
in general, but as it is more reſpectful to the Ladies in par- 
ricular ; nor ſhould we (any more than Madam Dacier) have 
mention'd what thoſe old Fellows have faid, but to deſire 
their Protection againſt ſome modern Criticks their Diſciples, 


who may arraign this Proceeding. „„ 


hat am , . Q . 


the FIRST BO OR. 


LII. 


VI IAS 713. RolPd the large Ovbs.) The Greth is Bovri 
ner Hen, which is commonly tranſlated 7he venerable Ox- 
eyd Juno. Madam Dacier very well obſerves that gh is only 
an augmentative Particle, and ſignifies no more than val. 
It may be added, that the Imagination of Oxen having larger 
Eyes than ordinary is ill grounded, and has no Foundation 
in Truth; their Eyes are no larger in pr 
of Men, or of moſt other Animals. But be it as it will, the 
deſign of the Poet which is only to expreſs the Largeneſs of 
her Eyes, is anſwer'd in this Paraphraſe. 


LIII. 


Vers 741. Thus interposd the Architect divine.) This 
Quarrel of the Gods being come to its height, the Poet makes 
Vulcan interpoſe, who freely putz them in mind of Pleaſure, 
inoffenſively adviſes Juno, illuſtrates his Advice by an Exam 
ple of his own Misfortune, turning the Jeſt on himſelf to 
enliven the Banquet; and concludes the Part he is to ſupport 
with ſerving Nectar about. Homer had here his Minerva or 
Wiſdom to interpoſe again, and every other Quality of the 
Mind reſided in Heaven under the A 
So that his introducing Yaican, proceeded not from a want of 
Choice, but an Inſight into Nature. He knew that a Friend 
to Mirth often diverts or ſtops 
contrives to ſubmit himſelf ro the Laugh, and prevails on the 
angry to part in good Humour or in a Diſpoſition to Friend 
ſhip; when grave Repreſentations are ſometimes Reproaches, 
ſometimes lengthen the Debate by occahoning Defences, and 
ſometimes introduce new Parties into the Conſequences of it. 


LIV. 


Vĩ ASI 760, Once in aur Cauſe I felt bis maichle/s Might.) 
They who ſearch another Vein of Allegory for hidden Know 
ledges in Natural Philoſophy, have conſider d Jwpirer and 


Juno 


ttion than thoſe 


ppearance of ſome Deity : . 


33 


Quarrels, eſpecially when he 
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Juno as Heaven and the Ar, whoſe Alliance is interrupted 
when the Air is troubled above, but reſtor'd again when it is 
cleard by Heat, or Vulcan the God of Heat. Him they 
call a divine Artificer, from the Activity or general Uſe of 
Fire in working. They ſuppoſe him to be born in Heaven 
where Philoſophers ſay that Element has its proper Place; 
and is thence deriv'd to the Earth which is ſignity'd by the 
Fall of Fulcan; that he fell in Lemnos, becauſe that Iſland 
abounds with Subterranean Fires; and that he contracted a 
Lameneſs or Imperfection by the Fall; the Fire not being fo 
pure and active below, but mix d and terreſtrial. Euſtathins. 
133 LVI. 

Vr RSE 767. Which with a Smile the white-arm'd Queen 
recerv'd.\ The Epithet azuxwazy;, or white-arm?d, is uſed b 
Homer ſeveral times before in this Book. This was the brit 
Paſſage where it could be introduced with any Eaſe or Grace, 
becauſe the Action ſhe is here deſcrib'd in, of extending her 
Arm to the Cup, gives it an occaſion of diſplaying its Beau- 
ties, and in a manner demands the Epithet. | 


Pour LVIL 


.. VERSE 771. Laughter ſhakes the Skies.) Vulcan deſign'd 
to move Laughter by taking upon him the Office of Hebe 
and Ganymede, with his aukward limping Carriage. But tho 
he prevail'd and Homer tells you the Gods did laugh, yet he 
takes care not to mention a word of Lameneſs. It would 
have been cruel in him and Wit out of Seaſon, to have en- 
larg d with Deriſion upon an Imperfection which is out of 
. one's Power to remedy. n . 
According to this good- natur d Opinion of Euſtathins, Mr. 
Dryden has treated Yulcan a little barbarouſly. He makes 
his Character perfectly comical, he is the Jeſt of the Board, 
and the Gods are very merry upon the Imperfections of his 
Figure. Chapman led him into this Error in general, as well 
as into ſome. Indecencies of Expreſſion in particular, which 
will be ſeen upon comparing them. 
os T - LVIII. VEersE 


the FIRST Book. 
LVIII. 


VERSE 778. Then to their ſtarry Domes.) The Aſtrologers 
aſſign twelve Houſes to the Planets, wherein they are faid to 
have Dominion, Now becauſe Homer tells us /ulcan built a 
Manſion for every God, the Ancients write that he firſt gave 
occaſion for this Doctrine. | 


LIX. 


VERSE 780. Jove on his Couch reclin d his awful Head.) 
Euſtathins makes a diſtinction between xats9y and Unveu ; the 
Words which are uſed at the end of this Book and the begin- 
ning of the next, with regard to Jupiter's ſleeping. He ſays 
xals53y only means Lying down in a Diſpoſition to ſleep ; 
which ſalves the Contradiction that elſe would follow in the 
next Book, where it is ſaid Jupiter did not ſleep. I only 
mention this to vindicate the Tranſlation which differs from 
Mr. Dryder's. 

It has been remark'd by the Scholiaſts, that this is the on- 
ly Book of the twenty four without any $7mle, a Figure in 
which Homer abounds every where elſe. The like Remark 
is made by Madam Dacier upon the firſt of the Ody//es; and 
becauſe the Poet has obſerv'd the ſame Conduct in both 
Works, it is concluded he thought a Simplicily of Style with- 
out the great Figures was proper during the firſt Information 
of the Reader. This Obſervation may be true, and admits 
of refin'd Reaſonings; but for my part I cannot think the 
Book had been the worſe, tho' he had thrown in as many 


Hmiles as Virgil has in the firſt Æneid. 
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The Tryal of the _ and Catalogue of ths Forces. 


a decenful Viſion io Agamemnon, perſuading 1 „ 
lead the Army to op» in ne to make ws” Greeks 
ſe er * is 2 


CY 4 a 
[ opes of taking Arbe his Agne, but 
fears = * was diſcont 59 0 2 his Abſence and the late 
Plague, as well as by length of 7 Time, contrives to make trial 
of their Diſpoſition communicates his 
5 u t0 jo WY IT , ] thaflh G propoſe a Re- 
turn to the Soldiers, and that they ſhould put a flop to them if 
the Propoſal was  embracd. Then he aſſembles the whole Hoſt, 


and upon met they unagmouſly = 
s. ey are detaimd 
ſeg the Ii lence of 


agree to # 
Therſites. 4 eeches made on 

the occaſion, and at length the Advice of Neſtor folloud, which 
was to make a general Muſter of the Troops, and to divide hem 
into their ſeveral Nations, before they proceeded to Baitel. 
T his gives occaſion to the Poet to ennumerate all the Forces of 
the Greeks and Trojans, in a large Catalogue. 

The Time employd in this Book conſiſts not intirely of one 

Day. The Scene hes in the Grecian Camp and upon the Sea- 
Shore; toward the end i it removes to Troy. 


J: ITER in 5 1 „ TY "I of Thetis, ſends 
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TOW pleaſing Sleep had ſeal'd each mortal Eye, 
Stretch'd in the Tents the Grecian Leaders lie, 
Th' Immortals ſlumber'd on their Thrones above; 
All, but the ever-wakeful Eyes of Fove. 

To honour Thetis? Son he bends his Care, 5 
And plunge the Greeks in all the Woes of War: 
Then bids an empty Phantome riſe to ſight, 

And thus commands the Viſion of the Night. 

Fly hence, deluding Dream! and light as Air, 
To Agamenmon's ample Tent repair. s .yoilT 20 
Bid him in Arms draw forth th' embattel'd Train, 
Lead all his Grecians to the duſty Plain. | 

* 


„ 


Declare 
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Declare, ev'n now tis giv'n him to deſtroy 


The tofty Tow'rs of wide=extended Troy. 


15 For now no more the Gods with Fate contend, 


At Juno's Suit the Heav'nly Factions end. 

Deſtruction hangs o'er yon” devoted Wall, 

And nodding Tlim waits th' impending Fall. 
Swift as the Word the vain IAaſſon fled, 


* Deſcends and hoyers Oer Atrides Head ; 


Cloath'd i be the Figure of- the Pylian Sage, 
Renown'd for Wiſdom, and rever'd for Age; 
Around his Temples ſpreads his golden Wing, 
=" thus the flatt' ring Dream decetves the King. 
Canſt thou, with all a Monarch's Cares oppreſt, 
Oh Atreus Son! canſt thou indulge thy Reſt ? 


IIl fits a Chief who mighty Nations guides, 


Directs in Council, and in War preſides, 


To whom its Safety a whole People owes, 
3o To waſte long Nights in indolent Repoſe ? 


Monarch awake! *tis'Fove's Command I bear, 


- Thou, and thy Glory, claim his heav'nly Care. 


In juſt Array draw forth th' embattel'd Train, | 
Lead all thy Gretians' to the duſty Plain; 


MSI. AJ 3 ö | A Ev'n | 
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Ev'n now, O King! t gi 'n thee to deſtroy 
The lofty Tours of wide- extended Troy. 
For now. no more” the Gods with Fate contend, 
At Juno's Suit the Heav'nly Factions end. 
Deſtruction hangs. o'er yon' devoted Wall, 
And nodding Ilion waits th impending Fall, 40 
Awake, but waking this Advice approve, 
And truſt the Viſion that deſcends from Jove. 

The Phantome ſaid then, vanith'd from his ſight, 
Reſolves to Air, and mixes with the Night. 


A thouſand Schemes the Monarch's Mind employ 545 


Elate in Thought, he ſacks untaken Troy: 
Vain as he was, and to the Future blind; 
Nor ſaw what Jove and ſecret Fate deſign d, 
What mighty Toils to either Hoſt remain, 
What Scenes of Grief and Mountains of the Slain! 5 
Eager he riſes, and in Fancy hears 
The Voice Celeſtial murm'ring in his Ears. 
Firſt on his Limbs a ſlender Veſt he drew, 
Around him next the Regal Mantle threw, 
Th' embroider'd Sandals on his Feet were ty'd, 55 
The ſtarry Faulchion glitter'd at his ſide ; | 
And 


 HOMERs\1LITAD. Bookll. 

And laſt his Arm the maſſy Sceptre loads, 
Unſtain'd; immortal, and the Gift of Gods. 
Now roſie Morn aſcends the Court of Jove, 


Lifts up her Light, and opens Day above. 


The King diſpatch'd his Heralds with Commands 
To range the Camp, and ſummon all the Bands: 
The gath'ring Hoſts the Monarch's Word _; ; 
While to the Fleet Atrides bends his way. 
„In his black Ship the Pylian Prince he an 
There calls a Senate of the Peers around. 
Th' Aſſembly plac'd, the King of Men expreſt 
The Counſels lab'ring in his artful Breaſt. 
Friends and Confed'rates! with attentive Ear 
7 Receive my Words, and credit what you hear. | 
Late as I flumber'd in the Shades of Night, 
A Dream Divine appear'd before my Sight; 
Whoſe Viſionary Form like Neſtor came, 
The ſame in Habit, and in Mien the ſame. 
5 The heav'nly Phantome hover d o'er my Head, 
And, Doſt thou ſleep, Oh Atreur' Son? (he ſaid) 
III ſuits a Chief who mighty Nations guides, 
Directs in Council and in War preſides, 
belt | To 
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To whom its Safety a whole People owes; 
To waſte long Nights in indolent Repoſe. 


2 


0 


Monarch awake! tis Jove's Command ] bear, 


Thou and thy Glory claim his heav'nly Care; 
In juſt Array draw forth th' embattel'd Train, 


And lead the Grecians to the duſty Plain; 


Ev'n now, O King! 'tis giv'n thee to deſtroy 


8 
The lofty Tow'rs of wide-extended Troy. 
For now no more the Gods with Fate contend, 
At Juno's Suit the Heav'nly Factions end. 
eſtruction hangs o'er yon' devoted Wall, 
And nodding Ilion waits th' impending Fall. 9e 


This hear obſervant, and the Gods obey ! 
The Viſion ſpoke, and palt in Air away. 


Now, valiant Chiefs! ſince Heav'n itſelf alarms, 
Unite, and rouze the Sons of Greece to Arms. 

But firſt, with Caution, try what yet they dare, 53 
Worn with nine Years of unſucceſsful War? 


To move the Troops to meaſure back the Main, 


Be mine; and yours the Province to detain. 
e ſpoke, and fate; when Neſtor riſing ſaid, 
(Neftor, whom Pylos' ſandy Realms obey'd) 100 


B 


Princes 
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Princes of Greece, your faithful Ears incline, 
Nor doubt the Viſion of the Powers Divine ; 
Sent by great Jove to him who rules the Hoſt, 
Forbid it Heav'n! this Warning ſhould be loſt ! 
105 Then let us haſte, obey the Gods Alarms, 
j And join to rouze the Sons of Greece to Arms. 
j Thus ſpoke the Sage: The Kings without Delay 
Diſſolve the Council, and their Chief obey : 
The ſceptred Rulers lead ; the following Hoſt 
110 Pour'd forth in Millions, darkens all the Coaſt. 
As from ſome Rocky Cleft the Shepherd ſees 
Cluſt'ring in Heaps on Heaps the driving Bees, 
Rol ling, and black ning, Swarms ſucceeding Swarms, 
With deeper Murmurs and more hoarſe Alarms ; 
115 Dusky they ſpread, a cloſe-embody'd Crowd, 
And o'er the Vale deſcends the living Cloud. 


Spreads all the Beach, and wide o'erſhades the Plain : 
Along the Region runs a deaf ning Sound; 

120 Beneath their Footſteps groans the trembling Ground. 
Fame flies before, the Meſſenger of Jove, 
And ſhining ſoars and claps her Wings above. 

3 Nine 


So, from the Tents and Ships, a length'ning Train 
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Nine ſacred Heralds now proclaiming loud 
The Monarch's Will, ſuſpend the liſt' ning Crowd. 
Soon as the Throngs in Order rang'd appear, 
And fainter Murmurs dy'd upon the Ear, 

The King of Kings his awful Figure rais'd ; 

High in his Hand the Golden Sceptre blaz'd : 

S The Golden Sceptre, of Celeſtial Frame, 

F By Fulcan form'd, from Fove to Hermes came: 

S To Pelops He th' immortal Gift reſign ; 

T Th immortal Gift great Pelops left behind, 

In Atrens' Hand; which not with Atreus ends, 

To rich Thyeſtes next the Prize deſcends; 

And now the Mark of Agamemnon's Reign, 

Subjects all Argos, and controuls the Main. 
On this bright Sceptre now the King reclin'd, 

And artful thus pronounc d the Speech delign'd. 

| Ye Sons of Mars, partake your Leader's Care, 


Heroes of Greece, and Brothers of the War 


Of partial Jove with Juſtice I complain, 

And Heav'nly Oracles believ'd in vain. 

A ſafe Return was promis'd to our Toils, 

Renown'd, triumphant, and enrich'd with Spoils. 
Now 


125 


135 


140 


— 
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145 Now ſhameful Flight alone can fave the Holt, 
Our Blood, our Treaſure, and our Glory loſt. 

So Jove decrees, reſiſtleſs Lord of All! 
At whoſe Command whole Empires riſe or fall: 
He ſhakes the feeble Props of human Truſt, 

50 And Towns and Armies humbles to the Duſt. 
What Shame to Greece a fruitleſs War to wage, 
Oh laſting Shame in ev'ry future Age ! 

Once great in Arms, the common Scorn we grow, 
Repuls'd and baffled by a feeble Foe. 

155 So ſmall their Number, that if Wars were ceas'd, 

And Greece triumphant held a gen'ral Feaſt, 
All rank'd by Tens; whole Decads when they dine | 
Muſt want a Trojan Slave to pour the Wine. 
But other Forces have our Hopes o'erthrown, 

1% And Troy prevails by Armies not her own. 

Now nine long Years of mighty Fove are run, 
Since firſt the Labours of this War begun : 
Our Cordage torn, decay'd our Veſſels lie, 
And ſcarce enſure the wretched Pow'r to ff y. 

165 Haſte then, for ever leave the Trojan Wall: 

Our weeping Wives, our tender Children call : 
Love, 


Book II. HOMER ILIAD. 9 
Love, Duty, Safety, ſummon us away, 
Tis Nature's Voice, and Nature we obey. 
Our ſhatter'd Barks may yet tranſport us oer, 
Safe and inglorious, to our native Shore, x 170 
Fly, Grecians fly, your Sails and Oars employ, 
And dream no more of Heav'n-defended Troy. 
His deep Deſign unknown, the Hoſts approve 
 Atrides Speech. The mighty Numbers move. 
| So roll the Billows to th' Icarian Shore, 
From Faſt and South when Winds begin to roar, 
Burſt their dark Manſions in the Clouds, and {weep 
| The whitening Surface of the ruffled Deep. 
And as on Corn when Weſtern Guſts deſcend, 
Before the Blaſt the lofty Harveſts bend : 18⁰ 
Thus o'er the Field the moving Hoſt appears, 
With nodding Plumes and Groves of waving Spears. 
The gath'ring Murmur ſpreads; their trampling Feet 
Beat the looſe Sands, and thicken to the Fleet. 
With long-reſounding Cries they urge the Train, **5 
To fit the Ships, and launch into the Main. 
They toil, they ſweat, thick Clouds of Duſt ariſe 
The doubling Clamours eccho to the Skies. 


| Ve, 8 CG | Ev'n 
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8 En then the Greetrihadsieft the hoſtile Pain, 
bs And Fate decreed the Fall of Troy in vain; 
But Fove's Imperial Queen their Flight ſurvey d, 


And ſighing thus beſpoke the blue- ey d Maid. 
Shall then the Grecians fly? Oh dire Diſgrace! 
And leave unpuniſh'd this perfidious Race? 
i9; Shall Troy,” Mall Priam, and th Adult'rous Spouſe, 
In Peace enjoy the Fruits of broken Vows? 
And braveſt Chiefs, in Helen's Quarrel ſlain, 
Lie unreveng'd on yon” deteſted Plain? 
No. let my Greeks, unmov'd by vain Alarms, 


200 Once more refulgent ſhine in Brazen Arms. 
Haſte, ' Goddeſs, haſte ! the flying Hoſt detain, 
Nor let one Sail be hoiſted on the Main, 
Pallar obeys, and from Oùympus Height 


Il Swift to the Ships precipitates her Flight; 
4 | 205 Viyſſes, firſt in publick Cares, ſhe found, 


| | | F or. prudent Counſel like the Gods renown'd : By 
| Oppreſsd with gen'rous Grief the Heroe ſtood, II 
Nor drew his ſable Veſſels to the Flood. = 
And is it thus, divine Laertes Son Th 


| 210 Thus fly the Greeks (the Martial * Ro Ne 
Th 6G! Thus 
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Thus to their Country bear their own Diſgrace, \ 
And Fame eternal leave to Priam's Race? |, | 
Shall beauteous Helen ſtill remain unfreed, 
Still unreyeng' d a thouſand Heroes bleed? 
Haſte gen rous Ithacus ] prevent the Shame, 215 
Recall your Armies, and your Chiefs reclaim. 
Lour own reſiſtleſs Eloquence employ, MY 
| | And to th Immortals truſt the Fall of Try). 
| The Voice Divine confeſsd the Warlike Maid, 
Ulyſſes heard, nor uninſpir d obey' d.. r 
Then meeting firſt Atrides, from his Hane 
Receiv'd th' Imperial Sceptre of Command, 
Thus grac'd, Attention and Reſpect to gain, 
He runs, he flies, thro? all the Grecian Train, 
Each Prince of Name, or Chief in Arms approv'd, 22 
He fir d with Praiſe or with Perſuaſion mov d. 

Warriors like you, with Strength and Wiſdom bleſt, 
By brave Examples ſhould confirm the reſt. 
The Monarch's Will not yet reveal'd appears 
He tries our Courage, but reſents our Fears. 230 
Th unwary Greeks his Fury may provoke; 
Not thus the King in ſecret Council ſpoke. 

0 Jove 
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Jode loves our Chief, from Fove his Honour ſprings , 
Beware! for dreadful is the Wrath of Kings. 

233 But if a clam'rous vile Plebeian roſe, 
Him with Reproof he check'd, or tam'd with Blows 
Be {till thou Slave! and to thy Betters yield ; | 
Unknown alike in Council and in Field! 
Ye Gods, what Daſtards would our Hoſt command ? | 

240 Swept to the War, the Lumber of a Land. 
Be ſilent Wretch, and think not here allow'd 
That worſt of Tyrants, an uſurping Crowd. 
To One ſole Monarch Fove commits the Sway; ; 
His are the Laws, and Him let all obey, 3 

245 With Words like theſe the Troops Ulyſſes rul'd, | 
The loudeſt filenc'd, and the fierceſt cool'd. 
Back to th' Aſſembly roll the thronging Train, 
Deſert the Ships, and pour upon the Plain. | 
Murm'ring they move, as when old Ocean roars, 

250 And heaves huge Surges to the trembling Shores: 
The groaning Banks are burſt with bellowing Sound, 
The Rocks remurmur, and the Deeps rebound. 

At length the Tumult ſinks, the Noiſes ceaſe, 
And a {till Silence lulls * Camp to Peace. 
Ther ſite: 
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Therfites only clamour d in the Thron, 255 
Loquacious, loud, and turbulent of Tongue: 
Aw'd by no Shame, by no Reſpect controul'd, 
In Scandal buſie, in Reproaches bold: 
With witty Malice, ſtudious to defame, 


But chief he glory'd with licentious Style 
To laſh the Great, and Monarchs to revile. 
His Figure ſuch as might his Soul proclaim; 
One Eye was blinking, and one Leg was lame: 
| His Mountain-Shoulders half his Breaſt © erſpread, 26; 
Thin Hairs beſtrew'd his long miſ-ſhapen Head. 
„ & Spleen to Mankind his envious Heart poſſeſt, 
And much he hated All, but moſt the Beſt. 
Ulyſſes or Achilles {till his Theme ; 
But Royal Scandal his Delight ſupreme. Le 
s, Long had he liv'd the Scorn of ev'ry Greek, 
es: Vext when he ſpoke, yet ſtill they heard him ſpeak. 
nd, Sharp was his Voice; which in the fhrilleſt Tone, 
Thus with injurious Taunts attack'd the Throne. 
Amidſt the Glories of ſo bright a Reign, 275 
What moves the great Atrides to complain? | 
20 Tis 


Scorn all his Joy, and Laughter all his Aim. 260 
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"Tis thine whate er the Warrior's Breaſt imſſames 
The golden Spoil, and thine the lovely Dames: 
With all the Wealth our Wars and Blood ibeſtbw/ | 
280 Thy Tents are crowded, and thy Cheſts o'erflow. 
Thus at full Eaſe in Heaps of Riches roll'd, 
What grieves the Monarch > Ts it Thirſt of Gold ? 
Say ſhall we march with our unconquer'd Pow'rs, 
(The Greeks and I) to Ilion's hoſtile Tow'rs, | 
285 And bring the Race of Royal Baſtards here, ] 
For Troy to ranſom at a Price too dear ? 
But fafer Plunder thy own Holt ſupplies; 10 
Say would'ſt thou ſeize ſome valiant Leader 's Prize? 7 
Or, if thy Heart to gen'rous Love be led, F 
he Some Captive Fair, to bleſs thy Kingly Bed? 1 
F 
N 


Whate er our Maſter craves, ſubmit we mull, 
Plagu'd with his Pride, or puniſn'd for his Luſt. 
Oh Women of Achaia ! Men no more! F. 
Hence let us fly, and let him waſte his Store 5 Be 


295 In Loves and Pleaſures on the Phiygian Shore. Bu 
We may be wanted on ſome buſie Day, E. 
When Hector comes: So great Achilles may: Su 
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From bim he fored the Prize we jointly gave, 
From hitil, the fierce, the fearleſs, and the brave: 
Anditlurft he, as he ought, reſent that Wrong, 


15 


This mighty Tyrant were no Tyrant long. 30 


Fierce from his Seat, at this, Ulyſſes ſprings, 
In gen'rous Vengeance of the King of Kings. 
With Indignation ſparkling in his Eyes, 
He views the Wretch, and ſternly thus replies. 
Peace, factious Monſter, born to vex the State, zo; 
With wrangling Talents form'd for foul Debate : 
Curb that impetuous Tongue, nor raſhly vain 
And ſingly. mad, aſperſe the Sov'reign Reign. 
Have we not known thee, Slave of all our Hoſt, 
The Man who acts the leaſt, upbraids the moſt? 310 
Think not the Greeks to ſhameful Flight to bring, 
Nor let thoſe Lips profane the Name of King. 
For our Return we truſt: the heav'nly Pow'rs; 
Be that their Care; to fight like Men be ours. 

But grant the Hoſt with Wealth the Gen'ral load, ;:; 
Except Detraction, what haſt thou beſtaw'd ? 
Suppoſe ſome Hero ſhould his Spoils reſign, 
Art thou that Hero, could thoſe Spoils be thine ? 

i Gods! 


\ 
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320 Gods! let me periſh on this hateful Shore, 
And let theſe Eyes behold my Son no mofe; 
If, on thy next Offence, this Hand forbear 
To ſtrip thoſe Arms thou ill deſerv'ſt to wear, 
Expell the Council where our Princes meet, | 
12; And ſend thee ſcourg'd, and howling thro the Fleet. 
He faid, and cow'ring as the Daſtard bends, 
The weighty Sceptre on his Back deſcends : 
On the round Bunch the bloody Tumors riſe ; 
The Tears ſpring ſtarting from his haggard ow 
zo Trembling he ſate, and ſhrunk in abject Fears, 
From his vile Viſage wip'd the ſcalding Tears. 
a While to his Neighbour each expreſs'd his Thought; 
Ve Gods! what Wonders has Ulyſſes wrought ? 
What Fruits his Conduct and his Courage yield? 
335 Great in the Council, glorious in the Field. a 
Gen rous he riſes in the Crown's Defence, 
To curb the factious Tongue of Inſolence. \ 
Such juſt Examples on Offenders ſhown, : 
N 


Sedition ſilence, and aſſert the Throne. 
140 "Twas thus the gen'ral Voice the Heroe prais'd, 
Who riſing, high th" Imperial Sceptre raisd- B 
bor ; The] 
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The blue- ey d Pallat, his Celeſtral-Friend}; ©2411 
(In Forni/a Herald) bade the Crowds attend - 
Th expecting Crowds in ſtill Attention hung, 
To hear the Wiſdom of his heav'nly Tongue. 34; 
Then deeply thoughtful, pauſing e're he ſpoke, 
His Silence thus the prudent Hero broke. 
|. Unhappy Monarch! whom the Grecian Race 
With Shame deſerting, heap with vile Diſgrace. 


Not ſuch at Argos was their gen 'rous Vow, ' 450 
Once all their Voice, but ah! forgotten now: 
Neꝰ er to return, was then the common Cry, 
Till Thoy's proud Structures ſhou'd in Aſhes lie. 
Behold: them weeping for their native Shore ! 
What cou'd their Wives or helpleſs Children more? 355 
What Heart but melts to leave the tender Train, 
And. õne ſhort Month, endure the Wintry Main? 
Few Leagues remov'd, we wiſh our peaceful Seat, 
When the Ship toſſes, and the Tempeſts beat: 
Then well may this long Stay provoke their Tears, * 
The tedious Length of nine revolving Years. 
g Not for their Grief the Grecian Hoſt I blame; 

But vanquiſh'd! baffled! oh eternal Shame! 
rn 1 ** 
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365 And tiy the —j Calchas — ra „al , 
What puſt at Aulit, Greece: can witneſs bear, 
And all who live to breathe this ne Air. oT 
Beſide a Fountain's ſacred Brink we rais'd LE 
Our verdant Altars, and the Vickims blaz? 4 F eil 
5e ( Twas where the Plane. tree ſpread its Shades around) 
The Altars heav'd; and from the tight Ground 
A mighty Dragon ſhot, of dire Partent ; - FA 
From Jove himſelf the dreadful Sigh was ſent. 
Strait to the Tree his ſanguine Spires he rolbd, 
75 And curb'd around in many a winding Fold. 
Ine topmoſt Branch a Mocher - ird poſſeſt; 
Eight callow Infants fill'd the moſſie Neſt; 
Herſelf the ninth; The Serpent as he hung 
Stretch d his black Jaws, and craſh'd the crying Young; II 
380 While how'ring near, with miſerable Moan, | '| | T 
The drooping Motheriwail'd her Children gone. V. 
Ye Mother ten as "mg the Meta . 11 BW 


Nor long farviv'd; e mind * 8 vo 
3% A laſting Prodigy on Aulzs* Sands. [No 
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Such was the Will of Jobe; and hence we dare 
Truſt in his Omen, and ſupport the War.. oval 
For while around we gaz d with wondring Eyes, 1 
And trembling ſought, the Pow'rs with Sacxifice, 

Full of his God, the rev'rend Culchus cry'd, ' 39% 
Ye Grecian Warriors! lay your Fears aſide. 

This wondrous Signal Jove himſelf diſplays, . 

Of long, long Labours, but Eternal Praiſe. 
As many Birds as by the Snake were ſlain, 

So many Years the Toils of Greece remain; oi 
But wait the Tenth, for {lion's Fall decreed ; = 
Thus ſpoke the Prophet, thus the Fates ſuccced. 

Nor let your Flight avert the Trojan Fate. 9. Hi 

He ſaid: the Shores with loud Applauſes ſound, 400 

The hollow Ships, each deaf: ning Shout rebound. 
Then Neftor thus Theſe vain Debates forbear, 

Ve talk like Children, not like Heroes dare. 
Where now are all your high Reſolves at laſt, 

Your Leagues concluded, your Engagements paſt ? 4; 
Vow'd with Libations and with Victims then, 
Now n like their Smoke: The Faith of Men, 
ch While 
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While uſeleſs Words conſume th? inactive H Ollas 
No wonder Tytyy fo long reſiſts our Pow. 
% Nie great Amiden and with Courage ua 1 50 
We march to War if thou direct the Way: 
But leave the few that dare reſiſt RA (ig! 
The mean Deſerters of the Grecian Cauſe; | - / 
To grudge the Conqueſts mighty Fove prepares, 
415 And view, with Envy, our ſucceſsful Wars. 
On that great Day when firſt the martial Train 

Big with the Fate of Iinn, plow'd the Main, 

Jove, on the Right, a proſp'rous Signal ſent, 
And Thunder rolling ſhook" the Firmament. 
420 Encourag d hence, maintain the glorious Strife, 
Till ev'ty Soldier grafp'a Phrgiun Wife, 

Till Helen's Woes at full reveng'd appear, 
And Ts proud Matrons render Tear for Tear. 
Before that Day if any Greece invite 
425 His Country” s Troops to baſe, Aerion F . / 
Stand forth that Greet! and hoiſt his Sail to fly.; 

And dye the Daſtard firſt, who dreads to dye. 
But now, O Monarch! all thy Chiefs adviſe: 

Nor what they offer, "thou thy ſelf deſpiſe. 


r 
110 / 


Amon; 


And ſoon ſhould fall the haughty Tow'rs of Troy! 445 
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Among thoſe Counſels, let not mine be vain; 430 


In Tribes and Nations to divide thy Tram: a 

His ſep'rate Troops let ev'ry Leader call, : 

Each ſtrengthen each, and all encourage all. 
* "4 


What Chief, or Soldier, of the num'rous Band, 
Or bravely fights, or ill obeys Command, 333 
When thus diſtinct they war, ſhall ſoon be known, 
And what the Cauſe of Nim not oerthrown ? 

If Fate reſiſts, or if our Arms are ſlow, 

If Gods above ptevent, or Men below ? 

| To him the King: How much thy Years excell, 44- 
In Arts of Council, and in ſpeaking well! 
Oh would the Gods, in Love to Greece, decree 

But ten ſuch Sages as they grant in thee ; 

Such Wiſdom ſoon ſhould Priam's Force deſtroy, 


But Jove forbids, who plunges thoſe he hates 

In fierce Contention and in vain Debates. 

Now great Achilles from our Aid withdraws, 

By me provok'd ; a Captive Maid the Cauſe: 

If Cer as Friends we join, the Trojan Wall 
Muſt ſhake, and heavy will the Vengeance fall! 


F But 


450 
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But now, ye Waring, take a ſhort Repaſt ; 
And, well refreſh'd, to bloody Conflict haſte. 
His ſharpen'd Spear let ev'ry Grecian wield, 

455 And ev'ry Grecian fix his Brazen Shield, 
Let all excite the fiery Steeds of War, 
And all for Combate fit the ratling Car: | 
This Day, this dreadful Day, let each contend ; 
No Reſt, no Reſpite, till the Shades deſcend ; 

460?Till Darkneſs, or till Death ſhall cover all: 
Let the War bleed, and let the Mighty fall! 
Till bath'd in Sweat be ev'ry manly Breaſt, 
With the huge Shield each brawny Arm depreſt, 
Each aking Nerve refuſe the Lance to throw, 

465 And each ſpent Courſer at the Chariot blow. 

Who dares, inglorious, in his Ships to ſtay, - 
Who dares to tremble on this ſignal Day, 

That Wretch, too mean to fall by martial Pow'r, 

The Birds ſhall mangle, and the Dogs devour. 

479 The Monarch ſpoke: and ſtrait a Murmur roſe, 
Loud as the Surges when the Tempeſt blows, 
That dath'd on broken Rocks tumultuous roar, 
And foam and thunder on the ſtony Shore. 

2 ”  _ 
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Strait to the Tents the Troops diſperſing bend, 
The Fires are kindled, and the Smokes aſcend; 47; 
With haſty Feaſts they ſacrifice, and pray 
Tavert the Dangers of the doubtful Day: + + 
A Steer of five Year's Age, large limb'd, and fed, 
To Jove's high Altars Agamenmon led: 1 
There bade the nobleſt of the Grecian Peers; * 
And Neftor firſt, as moſt advanc'd in Years. 
Next came Idomeneus and Tydeus” Son, 
Ajax the leſs, and Ajax Telamon ; 
Then wiſe Ulyſſes in his Rank was plac'd ; 
And Menelaus came unbid, the laſt. 485 
The Chiefs ſurround the deſtin'd Beaſt, and take 

The ſacred Off ring of the ſalted Cake: 
When thus the King prefers his ſolemn Pray'r. 
Oh Thou! whoſe Thunder rends the clouded Air, 
Who in the Heav'n of Heav'ns haſt fix d thy Throne, 450 
Supreme of Gods! unbounded, and alone“ 

Hear! and before the burning Sun deſcends, 

Before the Night her gloomy Veil extends, 

Low in the Duſt be laid yon' hoſtile Spires, 

Be Priam's Palace ſunk in Grecian Fires, 495 

1 | os | In 
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In Hector Breaſt be plung'd this ſhining Sword, 
And Nlaughter'd Heroes groan around their Lord! 

Thus pray'd the Chief: His unavailing Pray'r 
Great Jove refas'd, and toſt in empty Air: 

30 The God averſe, while yet the Fumes aroſe, 
Prepar'd new Toils and doubled Woes on Woes. 
Their Pray'rs perform'd, the Chiefs the Rite purſue, - 
The Barley ſprinkled, and the Victim flew. 
The Limbs they ſever from th' incloſing Hyde, 

505 The Thighs, ſelected to the Gods, divide. 

On theſe, in double Cauls involv'd with Art, | 
The choiceſt Morſels lie from ev'ry Part. 
From the cleft Wood the crackling Flames aſpire, 
While the fat Victim feeds the ſacred Fire. C 

510 The Thighs thus facrific'd and Entrails dreſt, > 
Th'Afſiſtants part, transfix, and roaſt the reſt; IB 

Then ſpread the Tables, the Repaſt prepare, 
Each takes his Seat, and each receives his Share. 
Soon as the Rage of Hunger was ſuppreſt, 

515 The gen'rous Neftor thus the Prince addreſt. 

Now bid thy Heralds ſound the loud Alarms, 
And call the Squadrons ſheath'd in Brazen Arms: 

3 | . Now 
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Now ſeize th* Occaſion, now the Troops ſurvey, - 
And lead to War, when Heav'n directs the Way. 
He ſaid; the Monarch 1ifſu'd his Commands; 520 
Strait the loud Heralds call the gath'ring Bands. 
The Chiefs incloſe their King; the! Hoſts divide, 
In Tribes and Nations rank d on either ſide. 
High in the midſt the blue-ey'd Virgin flies; 
From Rank to Rank ſhe darts her ardent Eyes: 325 
The dreadful: Aigrs, Fove's immortal Shield, 
Blaz d on her Arm, and lighten'd all the Field: 
Round the vaſt Orb an hundred Serpents roll'd, 
Form'd the bright Fringe, and ſeem'd to burn in Gold. 
With this, each Grecian's manly Breaſt ſhe warms, 330 
Swells their bold Hearts, and ſtrings their nervous Arms; 
No more they ſigh, inglorious to return, 
But breathe Revenge, and for the Combate burn. 
As on ſome Mountain, thro' the lofty Grove 
The crackling Flames aſcend and blaze above, 535 
The Fires expanding as the Winds ariſe, 
Shoot their long Beams, and kindle half the Skies: 
So from the poliſh'd Arms, and brazen Shields; 
A gleamy Splendor flaſh'd along the Fields. 
OW G Not 
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546 Not lefs their N umber; than th 'embody'd Cranes, 
Or milk-white Swans in Aſius watry Plains 
That oer the Windings of Cayfter's Springs, 9H 
Stretch their long Necks, and claptheir ruſtling Wings, 
| Now tower aloft, and courſe in airy Rounds D al 
545 Now light with Noiſe; with Noiſe the Field reſounds. 
Thus num'rous: and confus'd, extending wide, 
The Legions crowd Scamander's flow'ry/Side, - 
With tuſhing Troops the Plains are. cover'd 'o'er, 
And thund'ring Footſteps ſhake the ſounding Shore: 
550 Along the River's level Meads they ſtand, 
Thick as in Spring the Flow'rs adorn the Land, 
Or Leaves the Trees; or thick as Inſects play, 
The wandring Nation of a Summer's Day, 

That drawn by milky Steams, at Ev'ning Hours, 
555In gather d Swarms furround the Rural Bow'rs; 
From Pail to Pail with buſie Murmur run 

The gilded Legions glitt'ring in the Sun. 

So throng'd, fo cloſe, the Grecian Squadrons ſtood 
In radiant Arms, and thirſt for Trojan Blood. 
560 Each Leader now his ſcatter'd Force conjoins | 
In cloſe Array, and forms the deep'ning Lines. 

* f Not 
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Not with more Eaſe, the skilful Shepherd ound | 
Collects his Flock from Millions on the Plain. 

The King of Kings, majeſtically tall, 

Tow'rs o'er his Armies, and outſhines them all: 55; 
Like ſome proud Bull that round the Paſtures leads 
His Sub ject-H erds, the Monarch of the Meads. 

Great as the Gods th exalted Chief was ſeen, | 

His Strength like Neptune, and like Mars his Mien, 
Jove Oer his Eyes celeſtial Glories ſpread, 570 
And dawning Conqueſt play'd around his Head, 

Say, Virgins, ſeated round the Throne Divine, 
All-knowing Goddeſſes! immortal Nine! 
SinceFEarth'swideRegions,Heav'n'sunmeaſur'dHeight, 
And Hell's Abyſs hide nothing: from your fight, 575 
(We, wretched Mortals! loſt in Doubts below, 

But gueſs by Rumour, and but boaſt we know) 
| Oh fay what Heroes, fir d by Thirſt of Fame, 
Or urg'd by Wrongs, to Troy's Deſtruction came? 
To count them all, demands a thouſand Tongues, 580 
A Throat of Braſs, and Adamantine Lungs. ' 
Daughters of Joe afliſt | inſpir'd by You 
The mighty Labour dauntleſs I purſue : 


What 
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What crowded Armies, from what Climes they bring, 
535 Their Names, their Numbers; and their Chiefs I ſing. 
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CATALOGUE. of the SHIPS. || 


H E hardy Warriors whom Bwotia bred, ] 
Peneleus, Leitus, Prothotnor led: 1 
With theſe. Arceſilaus and Glonius ſtand, 
Equal in Arms, and equal in Command. 1; 

590 Theſe head the Troops that Rocky Aulis yields, 

And Eteon's Hills, and Hyrie's watry Fields, 
And Schenos, Scolos, Græa near the Main, 
And Mycaleſſias ample Piny Plain. 
Thoſe who in Peteon or Ileſiun dwell, 
595 Or Harma where Apollo's Prophet fell; 
Heleon and Hyle, which the Springs O'erflow; 
And Medeon lofty, and Ocalea low; 
Or in the Meads of Halzartus ſtray, 
Or Theſpia ſacred to the God of Day. 
Lk | Oncheſtus, 
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Oncbe fur, Neptm#'s celebrated Groves bees 
Cope, and Thi cbè, fam'd for fil ver Doves, | | 
For Flocks Erythre, Glifſa for the Vine; 
Platæa green, and Nu the divine. 
And they whom Theb?'s well-built Walls dd 
Where Myde, ureſir, Caron? roſe qq 
And Arnd rich, with purple Harveſts crown d; 
And Anthtdin, Brotiu's utmoſt Bound, | 
Full fifty Ships they fend, and each conveys 
Twice ſixty Warriors thro the foaming Seas, 
To theſe ſucceed Aſpledons martial Train, - 6:0 
Who plow! the ſpacious Orchumenian Plain. 
Two valiant Brothers rule th' undaunted ns 
Ialmen and Aſcalaphus the ſtrong : 
Sons of Aſtyoch the Heav'nly Fair, 
Whoſe Virgin Charms ſubdu d the God of War: 615 
(In Aor's Court as the retir'd to Reſt, A 
The Strength of Mars the bluſhing Maid compreſt). 
Their Troops in thirty ſable Veſſels ſweep 
With equal Qars, the hoarſe-reſounding Deep. 
The Pbociant next in forty Barks repair, 620 
 Þ Epeſirophus and Schedius head the War. 
s, | Cid = From 
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From thoſe rich Regions where Cephifucs. leads 
His ſilver Current thro” the flow ry — N 
From Panopea, Obryſa the Divine of 
625 Where Anemoria's ſtately Turrets ſine, N 
Where Pytho, Daulit, Cypariſſus ſtood. 
And fair Lilæa views the riſi ing Floodwz .. 
Theſe rang'd in Order on the floating — Hf 
Cloſe, on the left, the bold Bwotiunt ſi e. 
630 Fierce Aja led the Locrian Squadrons on 
Ajax the leſs, Oileus valiant Sonn 
Sxill'd to direct the flying Dart arighn t; 
Swift in Purſuit, and active 1 in the F / ; 
Him, as their Chief, the choſen Troops attend 'T} 
635 Which Beſſa, Thronus, and rich _— ſend: 
Opus, Calliarus, and Scarphe's Bands; 
And thoſe who dwell where pleaſing * ſtands, 
And where Boigrius. floats the lowly Lands, B. 
Or in fair Tarphe's Sylvan Seats reſide; I 
64 In forty Veſſels cut the yielding Tide. ict Hi 
Elbe next her martial Sons prepares, Ad 
And ſends the brave Abunter to the War: W. 
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Breathing Revenge, in Arms they take their Way 
From Chalcis' Walls, and ſtrong Eretria; 
Th' Iſteian Fields for gen'rous Vines renownud, 645 
The fair Caryſtos, and the Styrian Ground; | 
Where Dios from her Tow?rs o'erlooks the Plain, 
And high Cerinthus views the Neighb'ring Main. 
$ Down their broad Shoulders falls a Length of Hair; 
Their Hands diſmiſs not the long Lance in Air; 650 
But wich portended Spears in fighting Fields, 
Pierce the tough Cors lets and the brazen Shields. 
IJ Twice twenty Ships tranſport the warlike Bands, 
N Which bold Elphenor, fierce in Arms, commands. 
| Full fifty more from Athens ſtem the Main, 655 
Led by Meneſtheus thro' the liquid Plain, 
(Athens the fair, where great Erectheus ſway'd, 
That ow'd his Nurture to the blue-ey'd Maid, 
But from the teeming Furrow took his Birth; | | 
The mighty Offspring of the foodful Earth. || 6 
Him Pallas plac'd amidſt her wealthy Fane, 
Ador'd with Sacrifice and Oxen ſlain; 
Where as the Vears revolve her Altars blaze, 
And all the Tribes reſound the Goddeſs' Praiſe.) 
No 
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665 No Chief like thee, Meneftheus! Greece Tn _ 
To martial Armies in tlle duſty Field, 011 
> Th extended Wings f Battel 3 A\ atk 
Or cloſe: th enhody'd Holt in firm Array. | 


Neſtor alone, improv'd by Length of Days, TT 


670 For martial Conduct bote an equal Praiſe. - 

Wich theſe appear the Salaminian Bands, 

ah Whom the Gigantic Telamon commands; 
In twelve black Ships to 7 Toy they ſteer their re 
And with the great Athenians join their Force. 


675 
From high 7'r& 2a, and Maſeta's Plain, 
And fair Agina' circled by the Main: 
Whom ſtrong Tyrinthe's lofty Walls ſurround, 
And. Epidanre with Viny Harveſts crown'd : 
680 And where fair Aſmen and Hermion ſhow + 
Their Cliffs above, and ample Bay below. 
Theſe by the brave Earyalus were led, 
Great Sthenelut, and greater Diomed, 
But chief 7ydider bore the Sov'reign Sway; 


685 In fourſcore Burks they plow the watry Way 


* 


Next move to War the | gen'rous Argive Train, 
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The proud Myrcent arms her martial Pow'rs, Po 


Cleone, Corinth, with Imperial Tow'rs, 

Fair Arethyrea, Ornia's fruitful Plain, 

And Agion, and Adraſtus ancient Reign; 

And thoſe who dwell along the fandy Shore, 

And where Pellenz yields her fleecy N 

Where Helice and Hypereſia lie, 

And Gonoeſſa's Spires ſalute the Sky. 

Great Agamemnon rules the num*rous Band, 

A hundred Veſſels in long Order ſtand, 65 

And crowded Nations wait his dread Command. 

High on the Deck the King of Men appear, 

And his refulgent Arms in Triumph wears; 

Proud of his Hoſt, unrival'd in his Reign, 

In ſilent Pomp he moves along the Main. 50 
His Brother follows, and to vey warms © 

The hardy Spartans, exercis d in Arms: 

Phares and Bryfia's valiant Troops, and thoſe 

Whom Lacedæmoms lofty Hills incloſe: 

Or Meſſt's Tow'rs for ſilver Doves wm 0 

Amycle, Lais, Augia's happy Ground 
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And thoſe whom Oetylu- low Walls contain, 
And Helos, on the Margin of the Main. 
Theſe, o'er the bending Ocean, Helen's Cauſe 

510 In ſixty Ships with Menelaus draws: 

. > Eager and loud, from Man to Man he flies, 
Revenge and Fury flaming in his Eyes; 
While vainly fond, in Fancy oft he hears 

The Fair one's Grief, and ſees her falling Tears. 

ö 515 In ninety Sail, from Pylos ſandy Coaſt, 

| Neftor the Sage conducts his choſen Hoſt : A 

| 


; From Amphzgenia's ever-fruitful Land; 14 
Where Aipy high, and little Preleon ſtand; Ji 
Where beauteous Arenè her Structures ſhows, | B 

720 And Thryon's Walls Alpheus' Streams incloſe : (4 

And Dorion, fam'd for Thamyris' Diſgrace, T 

Superior once of all the tuneful Race, TI 

Till vain of Mortal's empty Praiſe, he ftrove II 

To match the Seed of Cloud-compelling Jove. Bu 

725 Too daring Bard! whoſe unſucceſsful Pride W 

Th' Immortal Mxſes in their Art defy'd. BW. 

Th' avenging Muſes of the Light of Dy An 


Depriv'd his Eyes, and ſnatch'd his Voice away; | Th 
| " 
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No more his heav'nly Voice was heard to ling ; 
His Hand no more awak'd the ſilver String. 


: 1. 


730 


Where under high Cyllenè crown'd with Wood, 


The ſhaded Tomb of old Afpytas ſtood ; 
From Ripe, Stratie, Tegea's bord'ring Towns, 
The Phenean Fields, and Orchomenian Downs, 
Where the fat Herds in plenteous Paſture rove ; 
And S$tymphelus with her ſurrounding Grove; 
Parrbaſia, on her ſnowy Cliffs reclin'd, 

And high Eniſpe ſhook by wintry Wind, 

And fair Mantinea's ever-pleaſing Site; 

In ſixty Sail th' Arcadian Bands unite. 

Bold Agapenor glorious at their Head, 
(Anceus Son) the mighty Squadron led. 
Their Ships, ſupply'd by Agamemnon's Care, 


Thro' roaring Seas the wond'ring Warriors bear; 
Tze firſt to battel on th' appointed Plain, 106 


But new to all the Dangers of the Main. 


Thoſe, where fair Elis and Bupraſium join; 
Whom Hyrmin, here, and Myrſinus confine, 
And bounded there, where o'er the Vallies roſe 
Th' Olenian Rock; and where Aliſum flows; 
4 Beneath 
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Beneath four Chiefs (a num'rous Army) came: 
The Strength and Glory of th Epean Name. 
In ſepꝰrate Squadrons theſe their Train aide, 
Each leads ten Veſſels thro? the yielding Tide. 
755 One was Amphimachus, and Thalpius one; 
(Eurytus this, and that Teatus Son) 
Diores ſprung from Amaryncensr Line; 
And great Polyxenus, of Force divine. 
But thoſe who view fair Elis Oer the Seas 
760 From the bleſt Iſlands of th' Echinades, 
In forty Veſſels under Meges move, 
Begot by Phylens, the Belov'd of Fove. . 
To ſtrong Dulichium from his Sire he fled, 
And thence to Troy his hardy Warriors led. 
765 es follow'd thro the watry Road, 
A Chief, in Wiſdom equal to a God. 
With thoſe whom Cephalenia's Iſle 'inclos'd, 
Or till'd their Fields along the Coaſt oppos'd ; 
Or where fair Ithaca o'erlooks the Floods, 
no Where high Neritos ſhakes his waving Woods, 
Where Agilipa's ragged Sides are ſeen, 
Cyvocylia rocky, and Zacynthus green. 
42828130 my . Theſc 
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Theſe in twelve Galleys with Vermillion Prores, 

Beneath his Conduct ſought the Phrygzan Shores. 
Thoas came next, Anudræmun's valiant Son, 

From Pleuron's Walls and chalky Calydon, 

And rough Pylent; and th' Olenian Steep, 

And Chalezs, beaten by the rolling Deep. 

He led the Warriors from th Artolian Shore, 


For now the Sons of Oeneus were no more! 780 


775 


The Glories of the mighty Race were fled! 


Oeneus himſelf, and Meleager dead; 
To Thoar Care now truſt the martial Train, 
His forty Veſſels follow thro' the Main. 

Next eighty Barks the Cretan King commands, 58; 
Of Gnoſſus, Lyfus, and Gortyna's Bands, 
And thoſe who dwell where Rhytion's Domes ariſe, 
Or white Lycaftus glitters to the Skies, 
Or where by Pheftus ſilver Jardan runs; 
Crete's hundred Cities pour forth all her Sans. 790 
Theſe march'd, Tdomeneus, beneath thy Care, 75 
And Merion, dreadful as the God of War. 

Tlepolemus, the Son of Hercules, 
Led nine ſwift Veſſels thro' the foamy Seas 


1 77 * From 
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795 From Rhodes with everlaſting Sunſhine eee 
Falyſſus, Lindus, and Camirus white. HS 
His captive Mother fierce Alcider bore \ 
From Ephyr's Walls, and Selli's . Shore 
Where mighty Towns in Ruins ſpread the pnig 

300 And ſaw their blooming Warriors early ffafjan. 
The Hero, when to Manly Vears he grew, 
Alcides' Uncle, old Lycimnius, ſſer;; 9 
For this, conſtrain d to quit his native Place, 

And ſhun the Vengeance of th Herculean my 

55 A Fleet he built, and with a num'rous Trainn 
Of willing Exiles wander'd Oer the Min; 
Where many Seas, and many Suff rings paſt, 
On happy Rhodes the Chief arriv'd at laſt: 
There in three Tribes divides his native Band, 

dio And rules them peaceful in a foreign Land: 
Encreas d and proſper d in their new Abodes, 

Buy mighty Jove, the Sire of Men and Gods; 
With Joy they ſaw the growing Empire riſe, 
And Show'rs of Wealth deſcending from the Skies 

8:5 Three Ships with Nireus ſought the ""_ — 
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Nireus, in faultleſs Shape, and blooming Grace, 
The lovelieſt Youth of all the Greczan _ - 3h 


Pelides only match'd his early Charms; 


But few his Troops, and ſmall his Savior) in Arms. 820 
Next thirty Galleys cleave the liquid Plain, 

Of thoſe Calydne's: Sca-girt Iſles contain 

With them the Youth of Nihrutr repair, 

Caſus the ſtrong; and Crapathur the fair; 

Cos, where Eurypylus- poſſeſt the Sway, 3325 

Till great Alcider made the Realms obe: 


Theſe Antiphns and bold Pbidippur bring, 


Sprung from the God, by Tbheſſalus the Kin. 
Now Muſe recount Pelaſeic Argo Pow'rs, 

From Ales, "Apt, and Trechin's Tors; | 830 
From Pthia's (| pacious Vales ; and Hella, bleſt - 
With Female Beauty far beyond the reſt. 
Full fifty Ships beneath Achille, Care 
Th' Achaians, Myrmidont, He llenennt bear, 
Theſſalians all, tho” various in their Name, 335 
The ſame their Nation, and their Chief the fame. 
But now inglorious, {tretch'd along the Shore, 
They hear the brazen Voice of War no more; 

1 n 


40 : HOMER's s\ b. Boos 


0 F if 
the Foe thbyeface in E 12 1 * 1 
840 Cloſe in his Fleet their angry Leader Lay: | 
Since fair Brifeis. from his Arms vas torn, ay 0 1 
Tube nobleſt Spoil from ſacked Lyrngſſur bern, | 
Then, When the Chief the Thehay: Walz e —45 
And the bold Sons of great Evenus fem” 2 | 
845 There mourn' Achilles,” plung'd in Depth of Care N 
But ſoon to iriſe in Slaughter, Blood, and War, n 
'-- To theſe the Nouth of Phylatt« ſucogedy. adv. | 
Liona, famous for her fleecy Breed, 41, A N 
And graſſy. Frelem deck d with chearful Greens: 1 
850 The BOwirs of Ceres, and the Sylvan Scenes, Os | | 
Sweet Pyrrbuſut, with. blooming: Flourets grown'd, ö 
And Antrow's: watry Dens and cavern d Gyund.,, 
Theſe/own'd\-as. Chief. Protefulas the brave, \ get 
Who now lay ſilent in the gloomy Grave; a | 
3;5 The firſt who boldly touch d the 7rojau is, 7 
And dy'd' a Phrygian Lance with Grecian, Gore; 
here lies, far diſtant from his native P lain NN 595 
Unfiniſh'd his proud P alaces remain, {13 9. 4 | 
And his — beats * Brolin, 16 | 


FROMFOf 18 16950" Hoge l ogg iT 


＋ His 


«4 
* 


Book II. HOMERs ILIAD. 


His ab in forty Ships Podarces led, 
Iphiclus Son, and Brother to the Dead-; 
Nor he unworthy to command the Hoſt : 


Where Hills encircle Bæbe's lowly Lake, 
Where Pheræ hears the neighb'ring Waters fall, 
Or proud Jolcus lifts her Airy Wall: if 
In ten black Ships embark'd for 1lon's Shore, 
With bold Eumelus, whom Alceſt bore. 
All Peliar' Race Alceſtè far outſhin'd, | 
The Grace and Glory of the beauteous Kind. 
The Troops Methon?, or Thaumacia yields, 
oh ons Rocks, or Melibea's Fields, | 
With Philofetes fail'd, whoſe matchleſs Art 
q From the tough Bow directs the feather'd Dart. 
# Sev'n were his Ships; each Veſſel fifty row, 
I Skill'd in his Science of the Dart and Bow. 
But he lay raging on the Lemnian Ground, 
A pois'nous Hydra gave the. burning Wound, 
There groan'd the Chief in agonizing Pain; 


Yet ſtill they mourn'd their ancient Leader loft. 
The Men who Glaphyra's fair Soil partake, ' © 


Whom Greece at length ſhall wiſh,nor wiſh in vain. 
1 L His 
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His Forces Medon led from Lemm Shoreg 
Oileu Son whom beauteous Nbena bore- 5 
Th' Oechalia Race, in thoſe high Tow'recontain'd, 
885; Where once Eugtus in proud Triumph anch 
Or where her humbler Turrets Trica rears, 
Or where Jthame, rough with Rocks, appears; N 
In thirty Sail the ſparkling Waves divide, 
Which Podal:r:us and Machaon guide. 152 
ale, wo To theſe his Skill their * Parent- God imparts, || 
Divine Profeſſors of the Healing Arts. > ol iN 
The bold Ormenian and Afterian Bands 
In forty Barks Earypilus commands, +1 ; 
Where Titan hides his hoary Head in Snow: 
595 And where Hyperia's ſilver Fountains flow. +11 | | 
Thy Troops, Argiſſa, Polyphetes leads, Ml 
And Eleon, ſhelter'd by Olympus” Shades 
Girtone's Warriors; and where Orthe lis 
And Olosfſon's chalky Cliffs ariſe. me. 
goo Sprung from Pirithous of immortal Race, e 
The Fruit of fair Hippodam?'s Embracqʒ̃ 
(That Day, when hurl'd from Pelion's cloudy Head, 
To diſtant Dens the ſhaggy Centaurs fled) I 
1 6 With 
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With Polypetes vim d in equal SW- 

Leonteus leads, and forty Ships _ f Et tO ges 
In twenty Sail the bold Perrhebrans came 

F rom Cyphus, Guzens was their Leader“ . 

With theſe the Aims join d, and thoſe who freeze 

Where cold Dodma lifts her Holy Trees; 

Or where the pleaſing Titareſins glides, 916 

And into Peneus rolls his eaſy Tides; * 

Yet o'er the ſilver Surface pure they flow, 

Tze facred Stream unmix' d with Streams below, 

© '} Sacred and awful! From the dark Abodes 

yy pours them forth, the dreadful Oath of Gods! gr 
Laſt under Prothous the  Maxnefians ſtood, - 

x} Prothous the fvift, of old Tenthredon's Blood; 

wo dwell where Pelion crown'd with Piny Boughs 

Obſcures the Glade, and nods his ſhaggy Brows, = 

Or where thro” flow'ry Temp? Penens ſtray d, 

I (The Region ſtretch'd beneath his mighty Shae) 

In forty fable Barks they ſtem'd the Main 

Such were the Chiefs, and ſuch the Grecian Train. 
Say next O Muſe! of all Aebaia breeds, 

Who braveſt fought, or rein'd the nobleſt Steeds 925 

OOTY Eumelus 
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Emmelus' Mares were foremoſt in the Chace, 
As Eagles fleet, and of Pheretian Race; 

Bred where Pieria's fruitful Fountains flow, 

And train d by Him who bears the Silver Bow. 

930 Fierce in the Fight, their Noſtrils breath d a Flame, 
Their Height, their Colour, and their Age the ſame; 
O'er Fields of Death they whurl the rapid Car, 

And break the Ranks, and thunder thro' the War, 
Ajax in Arms the firſt Renown acquir'd, 

935 While ſtern Achilles in his Wrath retir'd : | 
(His was the Strength that mortal Might exceeds, | 
And his, th? unrival'd Race of Heay 'nly.Steeds) | 
But Theti“ Son now ſhines in Arms no more; 
His Troops, neglected on the ſandy Shore, | . 

940 In empty Air their ſportive Jav'lins throw, | 
Or whirl the Disk, or bend an idle BBW: ! 
Unſtain'd with Blood his cover'd Chariots ſtand; 
Th' Immortal Courſers graze along the Strand; | 1 

But the brave Chiefs th' inglorious Life deplor d, 

945 And wand' ring o er the Camp, requir d their Lord. 

Now, like a Deluge, coy'ring all around, 
The . Armies drr. along the Ground ; 1 
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Swift 4s: a” Flood of Fire;-wheb Storms: rie, 
Floats the wide Field, and blaves to; che Sies 
Earth groan id beneath thm | ad Nhen ag Tow '950 
Hurls down the förky-Läglfit ning fram abet. 
On Arim? when he the Thunder thraws, / © 1 * 
And 'fires Typheur with zedbubleg Bl , 
Where 'yphon;* preft heneatli the bu wing Lan 
Still feels tha Fury of t avenging Gd. 355 
But various Iris, Nove Commands $0 3 My 
Speeds on the Wings of Winds the liquid . 5 
In Frium s Torch the Nrgjan Chief the found, 
The Old conſuiting, and the Youths: avound. 
I Pilites Shape, the Mobarch's Son, ſhe choſe, 
Who from ete Tomb obſery'd the Foesʒ 
High on the Mound; from hence in Profpect hy 
The Fields, the Tents, the Navy, and the Bay. 
In this diſſemliled Form; dhe haſts to bring 
Th' unwelcome” Meſſage to the Phiygian King. 965 
Ceaſe to conſult, the Time for Action calls, 
War,; horrid War, approachas a0 your Walls! 
Aſſembled Armies oft? have I beheld; TAI 
rift "ns ne er itil now iſuch Numbers Ang ld 
— M Thick 
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ye Thick ab Autumnal Leaves) of driving Sand, 
The moving Squadrons blacken all the Strand. 
Thou, Godlike Hector all thy e. 17160 
Aſſemble alli th A Nb elzU 
In juſt Array let eviry Leader call vis. a0 
975 The foreign Troops: This Day — I den all 
The Voice Divine the mighty Chief alarms:; 
The Couneil breaks, the Warriors ruſh to Arms. | 
The Gates unfolding pour forth all — | 
Nations on Nations fill the dusky Plain, 1 
98 Men, Steeds, and Chariots ſhake eee eee ; 
The Tumult thickens, and the Skies reſound. 10 
Amidſt the Plain in ſight of Ilion ſtands | 
A riſing Mount the Work of human . ol 
(This for Myrinw?'s Tomb th' Immortals know, 
985 Tho? call'd Bateia in the World below) _ 
Beneath their Chiefs in martial Order here, 
Th' Auxiliar Troops and Trojan Hoſts appear. 
The Godlike Hector, high above the reſt, _ 
Shakes his huge Spear, and nods his Plumy Creſt: 
99 In Throngs around his native Bands repair, 
And Groves of Lances — in the Air. A 
Part! U Divine 
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Divine: ntar-brings the Dardun Race, 
Auchuſe. Son, by Venus ſtol'n Embrace, a KF 
Born in the Shades of Idas ſecret Grove, 1 
(A Mortal mixing with the _—_ of ** 995 
Archilichus and Achamas divide 
The Warrior's Toils, and combate 5 his fd: 

Who fair Zele:a's wealthy Vallies till, 

Faſt by the Foot of Ida's facted Hill! 

Or drink, Aſeput, of thy fable Flood: 1 
Were led by Pandarus, of Royal Blood. 
To whom his Art Apollo deign'd to ſhow, | 

Grac'd with the Preſent of his Shafts and Bow. 

From rich Apeſus and Adreſtias Tow'rs, 
High Teree's Summits, and Pztyea's Bow'rs; 
From theſe the congregated Troops obey 
Young Amphius and Adraſtu equal Sway; 
Old Merops Sons; whom Skill'd in Fate to come 
The Sire forewarn'd, and prophecy'd their Doom: 
Fate urg'd them on! the Sire forewarn'd in vain, 01 
They ruſh'd to War, and periſn'd on the Plain. 

From Practius Stream, Percot?'s Paſture Lands, 
And. _ and __ — ring Strands, 


| 100F 


From 
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From great Ares Walls and e re 0 
os Aſius Hyrtacidde:bodiels bis Hoſt: | ads 
High on his Car he ſhakes the n Reins, 20 
His fiery. Cdurſers under o'er the Plains 
The fierce Pelaſgi nett, in War . N 
March ftom Luriſſib ever. fertiꝭ Ground: 
en equal Aums their Brother-Læaders ine, 
Hippothous bold, and Pylbene the Divine 
Next Acunar ind Pryrous lead their Hoſts: 10 
In dread Array from Thracia's wintry Cbaſt 
Round the bleak Realnis where Helle pontur roars, | 
With great Bapbemme the Gicontans more, 
Sprung from Tus man Geus, lov'd by Foot. 
i Pyrechmes the Pæcuim Troops attend, 1 
1 Skill d in che Fight their rocked Bows to bend, 
From Axim imple Bed he leads them en, 
Arrius, that laves the diſtant Amydom, 2 
Anu, thut ſwells with all this meighb'ring Rill, 
And wide round the floated Region tilts. 


The Paphlatonidns Pylemenss rates, 
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Where Eryt hin riſing Clifts are ſeen, 
Thy Groves of Box, Cytorus {ever greens" 11 
And where Aulus and Cromma lie, N 
And lofty Seſamus invades the Sky; WN 
And where Part benin, roll'd thro Banks of Flow'rs, 1040 
Reflects her bord'ring Palaces and Bow'rs. 0 
Here march'd in Arms the Fabse! Band, y 


Whom: Odi and Epiſtrophas command, aT 
From thoſe far Regions where the Sun refines | | 
'The ripening Silver in Ahbeun Wil of | ws 
There, mighty Seni led the en Train, 
And Augur Proms, inſpir'd in vain L 


For ſtern Achill lopt his ficted Head. 
Rolbd down Seaman#e# with the Vultar Dead! 
Phorcys and brave Aſcanius here unite _m— 
Th'Aſcanian Phrygians, eager for the Fight. 
Of thoſe who round Mweonia's Realms reſide, 
Or whom the Vales in Shade of Tmolus hide, 
Meftles and Antiphus the Charge partake ; 
Born on the Banks of Gyger ſilent Lake. 1055 
There, from the Fields where wild Maæander flows, 
3 Mycalt, and Latmos” ſhady Brows, | 
i. And 
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And proud Miletus, the Carian Throngs, 
With mingled Clamots, and with barbirous Tongues 
106 Amphimachur and Nauftes. guide the Train, 
Nauſtes the bold, mpbimachus the vain, Mol bak 
Who trick d with Gold, and glitt ring on 10 dn. 
Rode like a Woman to the Field of War. 
Fool that he was! by fierce Acbiller ſlan, 
v The River ſwept him to the briny Main: mod N 
There whelm'd with Waves the gawdy Warrior lies; 
The valiant Victor ſeiz d the golden Prize, ia od T 
The Forces laſt in fair Array ſucceed, TT 
Which blameleſs Glaucus-and. Sarpedon. . 
170 The warlike Bands that diſtant, Lycia yields, 


Where gr X Xautbus foams along the F a, 


> * : 
We : 8 = 1 
10 ? fi $ LY LAH 1) 
4 *%. 171 25 1 1 ah 
* 


* 
. 


"= * . 7 * 
_— 3 .  & AL Sa, — 1 22 
* r 0 — . 4 7 *. E 
; 1 * > away * N 1 , , 91 KA x . 2 
N 4 > £ . 3 * " : KA 40 \ * 1 8 4 %. 
. "- : _— E S486 þ 4 8 * a Dk f/ i EEE EEC # 1 W a. $ — 
- * 5 # 4 


pet 1 > Wh LY | F == 3 e e 
144 Le N "DALY (11 . 25 1. I 11 1 


id. wins Y to bade niels 23 Ed) 
"= - g 1 1 , 8 T #1} £1 £3 " 0 * 3 = 

l # \ , « f fl * 0 * = $ 3 3% E 3 
LF 14 1 61 1 . If 1 8 24 1 & a E Ls 4. 1 13 144 X. * A. %._# 


4 »* . 1 
F | ah. [ 2 1 


LIT a ol C4313] 


po 
Jun 
i 
* 
a 
py 
2 
2 * . 
k # 
WA. — 
< * 
6 1 
* 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 


Second Book. 


C Pina ESE aft. — NW 


le 
D 


— 0 * — 


— — — 2 ” — 
— — . ²˙˙ü N ⁵˙˙-⅛ vu¹ . Äůùdn. oro 
3 — —— 


W * ed * 3 * x n 4 3- z ? da 
A 
p . | * g * * * 
4 8 " , 
* > * . # 5 . * 
4 8 4 n 8 . , * * 92 - 
& » „ Ss * \ * * = , 4 . N EY 6 ; "* * : 1 I » 4 * "os Ks hi * 
. b - . : 4 þ a 
: » 
o 0 — 4 , * 2 »d 
4 * * - 1 * Ix 0 = 5 T : 
hy = 
1 7 Fa . * % * 9 
— 1 * q 4 1 S a o U , 
N * 2 F Fs F » . > F - * „ x at 
1 \ g 2 22 2 + 1 7 
4 4 + 4 
: * — o * 
: F 4 8 4 f * * - — * 
«a . * g 4 s 
4 g = * 1 "© 9 
6 g . 4 © « 
- 6 » ry A ; PP * 
” % -® * \ > 2 1 
+ 2 4 * « . — 
* > 
0 7 8 ” — , . 8 
3 — 4 ' - : . Fs : 
* 0 — 8 . 
1 , . 
7 F 5 
7 1 S ” 
* 
I 
. 


om pleaſing Sleep; &c.) Arifotle tells 
us ao _— ſixth Chapter of his 
Art of Poetry, that this Place had been 


VERSE . 


| N objected to by ſome Criticks in thoſe 
Times. They thought it gave a very ill Idea of the mi- 
litary Diſcipline of the Greeks, to repreſent a whole Ar- 
my unguarded, and all the Leaders a-ſleep : They alſo 
pretended it was ridiculous to deſcribe all the Gods ſleep- 
ing beſides Jupiter. To both theſe Ariftorle anſwers, 
that nothing is more uſual or allowable than that Fi- 
gure which puts A for the greater Part. One may add 
with reſpect to the latter Criticiſm, that nothing could give 
a better Image of the Superiority. of Jupiter to the other 
Gods (or of the ſupreme Being to all ſecond Cauſes) than 
the Vigilancy here afcrib'd to him, over all Things Divine and 
Human. | "IH | ; | | MI -OT I 


II. 


Vr ISE 9. Fly hence, deluding Dream.) It appears from 
Ariſtotle, Poet. cap. 26. thar Homer was accus'd of Impiety, 
for making Jupiter the Author of a Lye in this Paſſage. It 
ſeems there were anciently theſe Words in his Speech to the 
Dream; Aldouev 8? of Fuxc; A, Let us groe him great Glory. 

3 (Inſtead 
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(Inſtead of which we have in the preſent Copies, Tov: de 
wee Sn] but Hippias found a way to bring off Homer, 
only by placing the Accent on the laſt Syllable but one, 4. 
due, for Adu, the infinitive for the Imperative: which 
amounts. to no mage t Lan that he bade the Dream t Promiſe 
im great Eiory:! Bug Macrobinf de ſommib Seip. I. 1. c. 7. 
takes off this Imputation entirely; and will not allow there 
was any Lye in the Caſe. Agamemnon (ſays he) was or- 
« der d by the Dream to lead out Al the Forces of the 
« Greeks (Tlavov8 is the word) and promis d the Victory on 
ce that Condition: Now Achilles and his Forces not being 
C ſummon' d to the Aſſembly with the reſt, that Neglect ab- 
« ſolvd Jupiter from his Promiſe,” This Rematk Madam 
Dacier has inſerted without mentioning its Author. Mr. Da- 
cier takes notice of a Paſſage in the Scripture exactly parallel 
to this, where God is repreſented making uſe of the Malig- 
nity of his Creatures to accompliſh his Judgments. - Tis in 
2 Chron. ch. 18. V. 19, 20, 21. And the Lord ſaid, Who 


will' per/uade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth 
Gilead? And there came forth a Spirit, and ſtood before the © 
Lord, and ſaid, I will perſuade bim. Aud the Lord ſaid unto 
him, Wherewith ? And he ſaid, I will go forth, and I will be © 
a lying Spirit in the Mouth of all his Prophets, And be ſaid, 
T bon ſhalt perſuade him and prevail alſo: Go forth and do fo. | 


Vide Dacier upon Ariftorle,/ cap. 26. 
2 ul. 
VI Sf 20. Deſcendl 1 hovers er Atrides' Head The 


whole Action of the Dream is beautifully natural, and agree- 
able to Philoſophy. It perches on his Head, to intimate that 
Part to be the Seat of the Soul: It is circumfuſed about him, 
to expreſs that total Poſſeſſion of the Senſes which Fancy has 
during our Sleeps. It takes the Figure of the Perſon who 
was deareſt to Agamemnon; as whatever we think of molt | 


when awake, is the common Object of our Dreams. And 
juſt at the Inſtant of irs vaniſhing, it leaves ſuch an Impreſſion 
that the Voice ſeems ſtill to ſound in his Ear. No Deſcrip- 
tion can be more exact or lively, Euſtathius, Dac ier. 

| IV. Vers: 
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the SECOND Book. 
IV. 
Vers 33. Draw forth th embatieÞd Train, &c.] The 


Dream here repeats the Meſlage of Jupiter in the ſame Terms 
that he receiv'd it. It is no leſs than the Father of Gods 


and Men who gives the Order, and to alter a word were Pre- 


ſumption. Homer conſtantly makes his Envoys obſerve this 
Practice as a Mark of Decency and reſpect. Madam Dacier 
and others have applauded this in general, and ask d by 
what Authority an Embaſſador could alter the Terms of his 
Commiſſion, ſince he is not greater or wiſer than the Perſon 
who gave the Charge? But this is not always the Caſe in 
our Author, who not only makes uſe of this Conduct with 
reſpe& to the Orders of a higher Power, but in regard to 


® Equals alſo; as when one Goddeſs defires another to repre- 
| ſent ſuch an Affair, and ſhe immediately takes the Words 


from her Mouth and repeats them, of which we have an In- 
ſtance in this Book. Some Objection too may be raigd to 
this manner, when Commiſhons are given in the utmoſt 
haſte (in a Battel or the like) 2 udden Emergencies ; 
where it ſeems not very natural to ſuppoſe a Man has time to 
get ſo many Words by heart as he is made to repeat exactly. 
In the preſent Inſtance, the Repetition is certainly grace- 
ful, tho* Zenodotus thought it not ſo the third time, 
when Agamemnon tells his Dream to the Council. I do not 
pretend to decide upon the Point: For tho the Reverence of 
the Repetition ſeem'd leſs needful in that Place than when it 
was deliver'd immediately from Jupiter; yet (as Euſtathins 
obſerves) it was neceſſary for the Aſſembly to know-the Cir- 
cumſtances of this Dream, that the Truth of the Relation 
might be unſuſpected. | 


V. 


VERsE 93. Now valiant Chiefs, &c.] The beſt Commen- 
tary extant upon the firſt Part of this Book is in Dzory/ius of 
Halicarnaſſus, who has given us an admirable Explication of 
this whole Conduct of 9 in his ſecond Treatiſe 

B n, 
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legt Zo xnpariopgvoy. He ſays, © This Prince had nothing fo 
« much at Heart as to draw the Greeks to a Battel, yet knew 
te not how to proceed without Achilles, who had juſt retir'd 
« from the Army; and ws apprehenſive that the Greeks 
<« who were difpleas'd at the Departure of Arbilles, might re- 
e faſe Obedience to his Orders, ſhould he abſolutely com- 
« mand it. In this Cireumſtance he propoſes to the Princes 
« jn Council to make a Tryal of arming the Græcians, 
« and offers an Expedic t himfelf ; which was that he ſhould 
« ſound their Di poſitions by exhorting him to ſet fail for 
& Greece, but that then the other Princes ſhould be ready to | 
« diſſuade and detain them. If any object to this Stratagem | 
« that Agamemnoms whole Scheme would be ruin'd if the 
« Army ſhould take him at his word (which was very pro- 
ce bable) it is to be'anſwer'd, that his Deſign lay deeper than 
« they imagine, nor did he d upon his Speech only for- 
« detaining them. He had ſome Cauſe to fear the Greets 
« had a Pique againſt him which they had conceal'd, and | 
e whatever it was, he judg'd it abſolutely neceſſary to know | 
ec jt before he proceeded to a Bartel. He therefore furniſhes | 
« them with an Occaſion to manifeſt it, and at the ſame ' 


« time provides againſt any ill Effects it might have by his 


< ſecret Orders to the Princes. It ſucceeds accordingly, and 
«when the Troops are running to embark, they are ſtop'd | 
«by Ulyſſes and Neſtor.”--—One may farther obſerve that 
this whole Stratagem is concerted in Veffor's Ship, as one 
whoſe Wiſdom and Secrecy was moſt confided in. The Story 
of the Viſton's appearing in his Shape, could not but engage | 
him in ſome degree: It look'd as if Jupiter himſelf added 
Weight to his Counſels by making uſe of that venerable Ap- | 
pearance, and knew this to be the moſt powerful Method of 
_ recommending them to Agamemnon. It was therefore but 
natural for Neſtor to ſecond the Motion of the King, and by | 
the help of his Authority it prevail'd on the other Princes. 


| "20 VI. 
Vixen 111. 4 from ſome rocky Cleft.) This is the firſt 
Simile in Homer, and we may obſerve in general that he ex- 
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cels all Mankind in the Number, Variety, and Beauty of his 
Compariſons. There are ſcarce any in Ygil which are not 
tranſlated from him, and therefore when heſucceeds beſt in them 
he is to be commended; but as an Improver. Scahger ſeems 
not to have thought of this when he co the Similes 
of theſe two Authors (as indeed they are the Places moſt ob- 
vious to Compariſon.) The preſent N is an Inſtance 
of it, to which he oppoſes the following Verſes in the firſt 
AEneid. 


Qualis apes eſtate nova per florea rurd 
Exercet ſub ſole labor, cum gentis adultos 
Educunt fœtus, aus cum liquontia mella 

' Stipant, & dulcs diftendunt nedtare cellas : 

| Aut onera accipiunt vementum, aut agmine facto 
Ignavum fucos pecus d preſepibus arcem; 

Fervet opus, redolentque thymo fragrantia mella. 


This he very much prefers to Homer's, and in particular ex- 
tols the Harmony and Sweetneſs of the Verſification above 
that of our Author; againſt which Cenſure we need only ap- 
peal to the Ears of the Reader. fro 


*Hvurs Eb Ev pwenooduv ddvawy, 

| Ilergys du YIaPuele als! wav tgxoperduy, 
Boręvdoy de TETWTAHL EF Av9Eaw elagivetow, ; 
Al wutv T' d dag ne Torhatmi, al d te Ida, Oc. 


But Scaliger was unlucky in his Choice of this particular Com- 
pariſon: There is a very fine one in the ſixth Aineid, V. 707. 
that better agrees with Homer's: And nothing is more evi- 
dent than that the deſign of theſe two is very different: 
Homer intended to deſcribe the Mulmnude of Greeks pouring 
out of the Ships, Lrgl the Diligence and Labour of the Buil- 
ders at Carthage. And Macrabius who obſerves this difference 
Hat. J. 5. c. 11. ſhould alſo have found, that therefore the Si · 


miles ought not to be 9 8 3 The Beauty of 
Homer's is not inferior to * if we conſider with what 
Exactneſs it anſwers to its It conſiſts of three _— 

; | . | 5 
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lars; the vaſt Number of the Troops is expreſt in the Swarms, 
their tumultuous manner of iſſuing out of the Ships, and the 
perpetual Egreſſion which ſeem'd without end, are imaged in 
the Bees pouring out of the Rock; and laſtly their Diſperſion 
over all the Shore, in their deſcending on the Flowers in the 
Vales. Spondanus was therefore miſtaken when he thought 
the whole Application of rhis Compariſon lay in the ſingle 
word *a9v, catervatim, as Chapman has juſtly obſery'd. 


VII. 


VexsE 121, Fame flies before.) This aſſembling of the 
Army is full of Beauties: The lively Deſcription of their 
overſpreading the Field, the noble Boldneſs of the Figure 
when Fame is repreſented in Perſon ſhining at their Head, the 
univerſal Tumult ſucceeded by a ſolemn Silence; and laſtly 
the graceful riſing of Agamemnon, all contribute to caſt a 
Majeſty on this Part. In the Paſſage of the Sceptre, Homer 
has found an artful and poetical manner of acquainting us 
with the high Deſcent of Agamemnon, and celebrating the 
hereditary Right of his Family; as well as finely hint- 


ed the Original of his Power to be derivd from Heaven, 


in ſaying the Sceptre was firſt the Gift of Jupiter. It is with 
reference to this that in the Line where he firſt mentions 
it, he calls it Acre ale, and accordingly it is tranſlated 
in that Place. res 


Vr ASE 138. And ariſul thus pronounc d the Speech deſign d.] 
The Remarks of Diomyſius upon this Speech 1 ſhall give the 
Reader altogether, tho” they lie ſcatter d in his two Diſcourſes 
Tel #oynwaroutver, the ſecond of which is in a great Degree 


but a Repetition of the Precepts and Examples of the firſt. 


This happen'd, I believe, from his having compos'd them at 
diſtinct Times and upon different Occaſions, -, | 
ce It is an exquiſite Piece of Art, hen you ſeem to aim at 
6 perſuading one thing, and at the ſame time inforce tlie 
«contrary. This kind of Rhetorick is of great uſe in all 
3 


&« Occaſions 
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Occaſions of Danger, and is what Homer has afforded a 
moſt powerful Example of in the Oration of Agamemmor. 
'Tis a Method perfectly wonderful, and even carries in it 
an Appearance of Abſurdity ; for all that we generally 
eſteem the Faults of Oratory, by this means become the 
Virtues of it. Nothing is look'd upon as a greater Frror 
in a Rhetorician than to alledge ſuch Arguments as either 
are eaſily anſwer d, or may be retorted upon himſelf, the 


former is a weak Part, the latter a dangerous one; and Aga- 


memnon here deſignedly deals in both. For it is plain that 
if a Man muſt not uſe weak Arguments, or ſuch as may 
make againſt him, when he intends to perſuade the Thing 
he ſays; then on the other fide, when he does not intend 
it; he muſt obſerve the contrary Proceeding, and make 


what are the Faults of Oratory in general, the Excellencies 


of that Oration in particular, or otherwiſe he will contra- 
dict his own Intention and perſuade the contrary to what 
he means. Agamemnon begins with an Argument eaſily 
anſwer'd, by telling them that Jupiter had promis'd to 
crown their Arms with V itlory. For if Jupiter had pro- 
mis'd this, it was a reaſon for the Stay in the Camp. But 
now (ſays he) Jouve has decervd us, and we _ return 
with Ignominy. This is another of the ſame kind, for it 
ſhews what a Diſgrace it is to return. What follows is of 
the ſecond ſort and may be turn'd againſt him. YJove 


will have it ſo: For which they have only Agamemnon's 


Word, but Jove's own Promiſe for the contrary. That 
God has overthrown many Cities, and will yet overturn many 
others. This was a ſtrong Reafon to ſtay, and put their 
Confidence in him. It is ſhameful to have it told to all 
Poſterity that ſo many thouſand Greeks, after a War 
of ſo long Continuance, at laſt return d home baffled and 
unſucceſsful. All this might have been ſaid by & pro- 
felt Adverſary to the Cauſe he pleads, and indeed is the 
ſame thing Ulyſſes ſays elſewhere in Reproach of their 
Flight. The Concluſion evidently ſhews the Intent of 
the Speaker. Haſte then, let us fly; Q5&ywpev, the Word 
which of all others was moſt likely to prevail upon 
them to ſtay ; the moſt open Term of Diſgrace he could 

255 C c <« poſhbly 
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« poſſibly have us d: *Tis the ſame which Juno makes uſe 
« of to Minerva, Minerva to Ulyſſes, and Ulyſſes again to 
« the Troops, to diſſuade their Return; the fame which 
c gumemnon himſelf had uſed to inſult Achilles, and which 
cc _— never employs but with the Mark of Cowardice and 
e ufam p. 2 rh 
„The ſame Author farther obſerves, © That this whole 
« Oration has the Air of being ſpoken in a Paſſion. It be- 
« oins with a Stroke of the greateſt Raſhneſs and Impatience. 
c jupiter has been unjuſt, Heaven has decemd us. This ren- 
« (ers all he ſhall ſay of the leſs Authority, at the ſame time 
« that it conceals his own Artifice ; for his Anger ſeems 
« to account for the Incongruities he utters.” I could not 
ſuppreſs ſo fine a Remark, tho it falls out of the Order of 
choke which precede it. 

Before I leave this Article, I muſt take notice that this 
Speech of Agameymon is again put into his Mouth in the 
ninth Iliad, and (according to Dionyſius) for the ſame Pur- 
pole, to detain the Army at the Siege after a Defeat; tho 
it ſeems unartful to -put the ſame Trick twice upon the 
Greeks by the ſame Perſon, and in the ſame Words too. We 
may indeed ſuppoſe the firſt Feint to have remain'd undiſ- 
cover'd, but at beſt it is a Management in the Poet not very 


entertaining to the Readers. 


IX. 


VERSE 155. Jo ſmall their Number, &c.] This Part has 
a low Air in Compariſon with the reſt of the Speech. Scaliger 
calls it Tabernariam Orationem But it is well obſerv'd by 
Madam Dacier, that the Image AZamemnon here gives of tlie 
Trojans, does not only render their Numbers contemptible in 
Compariſon of the Greeks, but their Perſons too. For it makes 


them appear but as a few vile Slaves fit only to ſerve them | 
with Wine: To which we may add that it affords a Proſpect 


to his Soldiers of their future State and Triumph after the 
Conqueſt of their Enemies. 


This Paſſage gives me occaſion to animadvert upon a Com- 
putation of the Number of the 7r9jans, which the learned 


Angelus 
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Angelus Politian has offer d at in his Preface to Homer. He 
thinks they were fifty thouſand without the Auxiliaries, from 
the Concluſion of the eighth /had, where it is ſaid there were 
a thouſand funeral Piles of Trejans, and fifty Men attending 
each of them. But that the Auxiliaries are to be admitted 
into that Number appears plainly from this Place: Aa- 
memnon exprelly . diſtinguiſhes the native 7rojans from the 
Aids, and reckons but one to ten Grecrans, at which Eſtimate 
there could not be above ten thouſand Trojans. See the 
Notes on the Catalogue. | 

= 


VERSE 163. -------Decay'd our Veſſels lie, 

Aud ſcarce enſure the wretched Power to fly. 
This, and ſome other Paſſages, are here tranſlated correſpon- 
dent to the general Air and Senſe of this Speech, rather than 
juſt to the Letter. The telling them in this Place how much 
their Shipping was decay'd, was a Hint of their Danger in 
returning, as Madam Dacier has remark'd. 


XI. 


N VERSE 175. So roll the Billows, &c.] One may take no- 
tice that Homer in theſe two Similitudes has judiciouſly made 
choice of the two moſt wavering and inconſtant Things in 


Nature, to compare with the Multitude; the Haves, and Ears 


of Corn. The firſt alludes to the Noiſe and Tumult of the 
People, in the 5 and rolling of the Billows; the ſecond 
to their taking the ſame Courſe, like Corn bending one 


y way; and both to the Eaſineſs with which they are mov'd 

5 by every Breath. | 9 

in | XII. 

5 VERSE 243. To one ſole Monarch.) Thoſe Perſons are un- 

&+ der a Miſtake who would make this Sentence a Praiſe of 

& Abſolute Monarchy. - Homer ſpeaks it only with regard to 
a General of an Army during the time of his Commiſſion. 

oj Nor is Agamemnon ſtyl'd King of Kings in any other Senſe, 

oF than as the reſt of the Princes had given him the ſupreme 
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Authority over them in the Siege. Axiſtotle defines a King, 
ETgearhyo; dg iv di durdene 6 Bachs, . Tv ages Oess RU; 
Leader of the Mar, Judge of Controverſies, and Preſident 
of the Ceremonies of the Gods, That he had the principal 
Care of religious Rites appears from many Places in Homer; 
and that his Power, was no where abſolute but in War : for 
we find Agamemnon inſulted in the Council, but in the Army 
threatning Deſerters with Death. He was under an Obliga- 
tion to preſerve the Privileges of his Country, purſuant to 
which Kings are called by our Author Aue, and Ocuuro- 
rc, the Diſpenſers or Managers of Juſtice. And Dionyſius 
of Halicarnaſſus acquaints us, that the old Grecian Kings, 
whether Hereditary or Elective, had a Council of their chief 

Men, as Homer and the moſt ancient Poets teſtify ; nor was 
it (he adds) in thoſe Times as in ours, when Kings have a 


full Liberty to do whatever they pleaſe. Dion. Hal. lib. 2. Hiſt. 


XIII. 


VERSE 255. Therſites only.] The Ancients have aſcrib'd 
to Homer the firſt Sketch of Satyric or Comic Poetry, of 


which ſort was his Poem call'd Margues, as Ariſtotle re- 
ports, Tho that Piece be loſt, this Character of Ther/ites | 
may give us a Taſte of his Vein in that kind. But 


whether | ludicrous Deſcriptions ought to have Place in 
the Epic Poem, has been juſtly queſtion'd : Neither Virgil 
nor any of the moſt approv'd Ancients have thought fit to 
admit them into their Compoſitions of that Nature; nor 
any of the beſt Moderns except Milton, whoſe Fondneſs for 
Homer might be the reaſon of it. However this is in its 
kind a very maſterly Part, and our Author has ſhewn greac 
Judgment in the Particulars he has choſen to compoſe the 
Picture of a pernicious Creature of Wit; the chief of which 
are a Deſire of promoting Laughter at any rate, and a Con- 
tempt of his Superiors. And he ſums up the whole very 
ſtrongly, by ſaying that Tberſites hated Achilles and Ulyſſes ; 
in which, as Plutarch has remark'd in his Treatiſe of Envy 
and Hatred, he makes it the utmoſt Completion of an ill 
Character to bear a Malevolence to the beſt Men. What 

| is 
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is farther obſervable is, that 7her/ites is never heard of after 
this his firſt Appearance: Such a ſcandalous Character is to 
be taken no more notice of, than juſt to ſhew that tis deſpi- 
ſed. Homer has'obſcrv'd the ſame Conduct with regard to 
the moſt deformd and moſt beautiful Perſon of his Poem: 
For Mireus is thus mention'd once and no more throughout 
the Iliad. He places a worthleſs Beauty and an ill- natur d 
Wit upon the Eme Foot, aud ſhews that the Gifts of the 
Body without thoſe of the Mind are not more deſpicable, 
than thoſe of the Mind itſelf without Virtue. 


XIV. 


VERSE 275. Amidſt the Glories.] 'Tis remark'd by Dijonys 


ſius Halicar. in his Treatiſe of the Exammation of Writers, 
that there could not be a better Artifice thought on to re- 


cal the Army to their Obedience, than this of our Author. 
When they were offended at their General in favour of Achil- 
could more weaken Achilles Intereſt than to 
make ſuch a Fellow as Therſites appear of his Party, whoſe 
Impertinence would give them a Diſguſt of thinking or act- 
ing like him. There is no ſurer Method to reduce generous 
Spirits, than to make them ſee they are purſuin Sor ſame 


3 Views with People of no Merit, and ſuch whom they cannot 


forbear deſpiſing themſelves. Otherwiſe there is nothing in 
this Speech but what might become the Mouth of Neſtor 
himself, if you except a word or two. And had Neſtor {j 
ken it, the Army had certainly ſet fail for Greece; but 
cauſe it was utter'd: by a ridiculous Fellow whom they are 
aſham'd to follow, they are reduc'd, and fatisfy'd-to continue 
the Siege. = 
| XV. 


VERSE 284. The Greeks and I.] Theſe Boaſts of himſelf 
are the few Words which Dionyſius objects to in the foregoing 
Paſſage. I cannot but think the grave Commentators here v 
much miſtaken,” who imagine Therſites in earneſt in theſe 


Vaunts, and ſeriouſly 2 his Inſolence. They ſeem to 


me manifeſt Strokes of Irony, which had render'd them 
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ſo much the more improper in tie Moutk of Nefor, who 
Pas ofherwile none of the leaſt Boaſters himſelf. And conſi- 
det d as ſuch they are equal to the reſt of the Speech, which 
has an infinite deal of Spitit, Humour, and Satyr. 


A 15 XVI. | 


| Vinss 326. He faid, and cowfring.] The vile Figure 


Therſites makes hete is a good Piece of Grottſque; the Plea- | 


ſure expreſs d by the Soldiers at this Action of Uhyſes (not- 


withſtanding they are diſappointed by him of their Hopes of 


returning) 1s agreeable to that penerous Temper, at once ho- 


neſt and thoughtleſs, which is commonly found in military 
Men; to whom nothing is fo odious as a Daſtard, and who i 


have not naturally the greateſt Kindneſs for a Wit. 
XVII. 


Vers: 348. Unhappy Monarch / &c.] Quintilian ſpeak- 
ing of the various Kinds of Oratory which may be learn d 
from Homer, mentions among the greateſt Inſtances the 
Speeches in this Book, Non vel anus liber quo miſu ad 
Achillem legatio contiurtur, vel in primo imer daces illa con- 


tentio, vel dictæ in ferunds ſeutentiæ, omnes luium ac conſi- 
trornm exphcat artet? Afﬀetthit quidem vel los mites, vel hot © 
concitatot, nemo erit tim inubctus, qui non ſua in poteftate kunc | 
autorem habuiſſe futeatur. It is indeed hardly poſſible * 
to find any where more refhn'd Turns of Policy, or more 
artful Touches of Oratory. We have no ſooner ſeen An- 
memnon excel in one fort, bur Ulyſſes is to ſhine no leſs 
in another directly oppoſite to it. When the Stratagem *' 
of pretending to ſet fail, had met with too ready a Con- 
ſent from the People, his Eloquence appears in all the 
Forms of Art. In his firſt Speech he had perſuaded the 
Captains with Mildneſs, telling them the People's Glory de- 
pended upon them, and readily giving a Turn to the firſt | 


Deſign, which had like to have been ſo dangerous, by repre- 
ſenting it only as a Project of Attmemmn to diſcover the 


with 
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with Bravery, and made them know what Part they ſuſtain d 
in the War. In his third, he had tebuk'd the Seditious in 
the Perſon of Tberſites, by Re „Threats, and actual 
Chaſtiſements. oj _ in er is fourth, when all are ga- 
ther d together, he applies to them in Topics which equally 
affect x. all: He raiſes their Hearts by putting them in 


mind of the Promiſes of Heaven, and thoſe Prophecies of 


which as they had ſeen the Truth in the nine Years Delay, 
they might now expect the Accompliſhment in the tenth 
Year's Succeſs: which is a full Anſwer to what Agamemnon 
had ſaid of Jupiters deceiving them. 
Dionyſius obſerves one ſingular Piece of Art, in Lſſers 
manner of applying himſelf to the People when he would 


inſinuate any thing to the Princes, and addreſſing to the 


Princes when he would blame the People. He tells the Sol- 


7 diers, they muſt not all pretend to be Rulers there, let there 


be one King, one Lord ; which is manifeſtly a Precept de- 
X ſign'd for the Leaders to take to themſelves, In the ſame 
manner Tiberias Rhetor remarks the beginning of his laſt 
Oration to be a fine Erbopopera or oblique Repreſentation of 
the People, upon whom the Severity of theReproach is made to 
fall, while he ſeems to render the King an Object of their Pity. 


Unhappy Monarch / whom the Grecian Race 
With Shame deſerting, &c. 


XVIII. 


VI XASE 402. Then Neſtor thus.] Nothing is more obſcr- 


vable than Homer's Conduct of this whole Incident; by what 


judicious and n Degrees the Army is reſtrain'd, and 


wrought up to the Deſires of the General. We have given the 
Detail of all the Methods Ulyſſes proceeded in: The Activity 


of his Character is now to be contraſted with the Gravity of 


Neſtor's, who covers and ſtrengthens the other's Arguments, and 
conſtantly appears thro' the Poem a weighty Cloſer of Debates. 
The Greeks had already ſcen their General give way to his 


Authority, in the Diſpute with Aches in the former Book, 


and could expect no leſs than that their Stay ſhould be con- 


cluded 
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Eluded on by Agamenmon as ſoon as Neſtor undertook that 
Cauſe. For this was all they imagin'd his Diſcourſe aim'd at; 
but we ſhall find it had a farther Deſign, from Dionyſtus of Hali- 
carnaſſus. © There are two things (ſays that excellent Critick 
« worthy of Admiration in the Speeches of Ulyſſes and Neſtor, 
« which are the different Deſigns they ſpeak with, and the dif- 
« ferent Applauſes they receive. Ulyſſes has the Acclamations 
« of the Army, and Neſtor the Praiſe of Agamemnon. One 
« may enquire the Reaſon, why he extols the latter prefera- 
<« bly to the former, when all that Meſtor alledges ſeems on- 
« ly a Repetition of the ſame Arguments which Ulyſes had 
ce given before him? It might be done in Encouragement 
te to the old Man, in whom it might raiſe a Concern to find 
ce his Speech not follow'd with ſo general an Applauſe as the 
« others. But we are to refer the Speech of Neſtor to that 
<< Part of Oratory which ſeems only to confirm what another 
« has ſaid, and yet ſuperinduces and carries a farther Point. 
« Ulyſſes and Neſtor both compare the Greeks to Children for 
<« their unmanly Deſire to return home; they both _ 
ce them with the Engagements and Vows they had paſt, and 
ce were now about to break; they both alledge the proſperous 
“ Signs and Omens receiv'd from Heaven. Notwithſtandin 
« this, the End of their Orations is very different. Uhyſes's 
“ Buſineſs was to detain the Græcians when they were upon 
ce the Point of flying; Neſtor ans that Work done to 
« his Hands, defign'd to draw them inſtantly to Battel. This 
« was the utmoſt Agamemnon had aim'd at, which Neſtor's 
« Artifice brings to paſs ; for while they imagine by all he | 
„ ſays that he is only perſuading them to ſtay, they find 
« themſelves unawares put into Order of Battel, and led un- 
e der their Princes to fight. Dion. Hal. nee #oy1uariops;ov, 4 
Part 1 and 2. 
We may next take notice of ſome Particulars of this Speech: 
Where he ſays they loſe their time in empty Words, he | 
hints at the Diſpute between Agamemnon and Achilles: Where 
he ſpeaks of thoſe who deſerted the Græcian Cauſe, he glances | 
at Achilles in particular. When he repreſents Helen in Af- 
fliction and Tears, he removes the Odium from the Perſon 
in-whoſe Cauſe they were to fight; and when he moves Ma- 
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non to adviſe with his Council, artfully prepares for a 
. of his on Advice by that modeſt way of propo- 


ſing it. As for the Advice itſelf, to divide the Army into 


Bodies, each of which ſhould be r entirely of Men 
of the ſame Country; nothing could be 

in regard to the preſent Circumſtance, and with an Eye to 
the future carrying on of the War. For the firſt, its imme- 
diate Effect was to take the whole Army out of its Tumult, 
break whatever Cabals they might have form'd together by 
ſeparating them into a new Diviſion, and cauſe every ſingle 
Mutineer to come inſtantly under the View of his own pro- 
per Officer for Correction. For the ſecond, it was to be 


thought the Army would be much ſtrengthen'd by this Uni- 


on: Thoſe of different Nations who had different Aims, In- 
tereſts and Friendſhips, could not aſſiſt each other with fo 


much Zeal or ſo well concur to the ſame End, as when Friends 
Z aided Friends, Kinſmen their Kinſmen, Ec. when each 


Commander had the Glory of his own Nation in view, and 
a greater Emulation was excited between Body and Body ; as 
not only warring for the Honour of Greece in general, but 
for that of every diſtin& Hate in particular. 


XIX, 


Vert 440. How much thy Years excel.) Every one has 


3 obſerv'd how glorious an Elogium of Wiſdom Homer has 


here given, where Agamemnon ſo far prefers it to Valour, as 
to wiſh not for ten Ajax's or Achulles's but only for ten 


Neftors. For the reſt of this Speech, Diony/ius has ſummd 


it up as follows. Agamemnon being now convinc'd 
« the Greeks were offended at him on account of the De- 
<< parture of Achilles, pacifies them by a generous Confeſſion 
* of his Fault, but then aſſerts the Character of a ſupreme 
% Ruler, and with the Air of Command threatens the Diſo- 


bedient. I cannot conclude this Part of the Speeches 


without remarking how beautifnlly they riſe above one ano- 
ther, and how they more and more awaken the Spirit 
of War in the Grecians. In this laſt there is a wonderful 
Fire and Vivacity, when he prepares them for the 1 

Ee Toils 


better judg'd both 
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Toils they were to undergo by a warm and lively Deſcription 
of them. The Repetition of the Words in that Part has a 
Beanry, which (as well as many others of the ſame kind) 
has been loſt by moſt Tranſlators. 

ende 3x) 5 hh 
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137" 21 (13; . 
cannot but believe Milton had this Paſſage in his Eye in 
that of his ſixth Book. | 


Let each 
His Adamantme Coat gird well; and each 
Fit well his Helm, gripe faſt his orbed Shield, &c. 


XX. 


VERSE 485. Aud Menelaus came unbid.] The Criticks have 
enter d into a warm Diſpute, whether Menelaus was in the 
right or in the e in coming uninvited: Some main- 
taining it the Part of an Impertinent or a Fool to intrude 
upon another Man's Table; and others inſiſting upon the 
Privilege a Brother or a Kinſman may claim in this Caſe. 
The Engliſh Reader had not been troubled with the Tranſla- 
tion of this Word Aurd ure, but that Plato and Plutarch have 
taken notice of the Paſſage. The Verſe following this in 
moſt Editions, "Hts vag xar# SV, &c. being rejected as ſpu- 
rious by Demetrius Phalereus, is omitted here upon his Au- 
thority. N 

XXI. 


Vans 526. The dreadful Ægis, Jove's immortal Shield. | 
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Homer does not expreſly call it a Shield in this Place, but 
he does in the fifth Thad, where this Ægis is deſcrib'd with a a 
Sublimity that is inexpreſſible. The Figure of the Gorgor's Head | 


upon it is there ſpecify'd, which will juſtify the mention of 
the Serpents in the Tranſlation here : The Verſes are remar- 
kably ſonorous in the Original, The Image of the Goddeſs 


of 


He 


the SECOND Book. 


agreeable to the bold Painting of our Author. And the En- 
couragement of a divine Power ſeem'd no more than was re- 
quiſite to change ſo totally the Diſpoſitions of the Gy ecians, 
as to make them now more ardent for the Combate than 
they were before deſirous of a Return; This finiſhes the 


Conqueſt of their Inclinations, in a manner at once wonder- 


fully Poetical, and correſpondent to the Moral which is every 
| where ſpread through Homer, that nothing is entirely brought 
about but by the divine Aſſiſtance. 


XXII. 


VERSE 534. As on ſome Mountain, &c.] The Imagination 
of Homer was ſo vaſt and fo lively, that whatſoever Objects 
X preſented themſelves before him impreſsd their Images ſo for- 
cibly, that he pour'd them forth in Compariſons equally 
= ſimple and noble; without forgetting any Circumſtance which 
could inſtruct the Reader, and — him ſee thoſe Objects 
in the ſame ſtrong Light wherein he ſaw them himſelf. And 
in this one of the principal Beauties of Poetry conſiſts, Ho- 
mer, on the fight of the March of this numerous Army, 

ives us five Similes in a Breath, but all entirely different. 


The firſt regards the Splendor of their Armour, As a Fire, &c. 


The ſecond the various Movements of ſo many thouſands be- 
fore they can range themſelves in Battel-Array, Like the 
Swans, &c. The third reſpects their Number, As the Leaves or 
Flowers, &c. The fans the Ardour with which they run to 
the Combate, Like the Legions of Inſects, &c. And the 
fifth the Obedience and exact Diſcipline of the Troops, ran- 
ged without Confuſion under their Leaders, As Flocks under 
their Shepherds. This Fecundity and Variety can never 
be enough admired. Dacier. 


XXIII. 


VERSE 545. Or mill white Swans on Aſius watry Plains. 
Scaliger, who is ſeldom juſt to our Author, yet confeſſes theſe 
| 4 . 


19 
of Battels blazing with her immortal Shield before the Army, 
inſpiring every Heroe, and aſſiſting to range the Troops, is 


Verſes 


20 
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Verſes $6 be pleniſſima Neftlaris, But he is greatly miſtaken 


when he accuſes this Simile of Impropriety, on the Suppoſi- 


tion that a Number of Birds flying without Order are here 


compar'd to an Army ranged in Array of Battel. On the 
contrary, Hamer in this expreſſes the Stir and Tumult the 
Troops were in, before they got into Order, running toge- 
ther from the Ships and Tents: Nev» dne, & xaowiy. But 
when they are plac'd in their Ranks, he compares them to 
the Flocks under their Shepherds. This Diſtinction will 
plainly appear from the Detail of the five Similes in the fore- 
going Note. = 
Virgil has imitated this with great Happineſs in his ſe- 
venth Æneid. | | 


eu quondam nivei liquids inter nubila cycui 
Cum ſeſe e paſtu re ferunt, & longe canoros 
Dant per colla modes, ſonas amnis & Aſia longe 
Pulſa palus- — | 


Like a long Team of ſnowy Swans on high, 
Which clap their Wings and cleave the liquid Sky, 
When homeward from their watry Paſtures born, 
They fling, and Aſias Lakes their Notes return. 


Mr. Dryden in this Place has miſtaken Aſius for Aſia, which 
Virgil took care to diſtinguiſh by making the firſt Syllable of 
Aus long, as of Aſia ſhort. Tho? (if we believe Madam 
Dacier) he was himſelf in an Error, here and in the 
firſt Georgic. FAT | | 


e Aſie circum 
Dulcibus in flaguis rimantur grata Cayſtri. 

For ſhe will not allow that Anm can be a Patronymic Adjec- 

tive, but the Genitive of a proper Name, Aru, which be- 

ing turn'd into Ionic is 'Aoiw, and by a Syncope makes Ac. 


| This puts me in mind of another Criticiſm upon the 29010 


Verſe of this Book: *Tis obſerv'd that Virgil uſes Inarime 

for Mime, as if he had read Eirxigua;, inſtead of EM 'Agyo. 

Scaliger ridicules this trivial Remark, and asks if it can be 
3 


| imagin'd 
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imagin'd that Virgil was ignorant of the Name of a Place fo 
near him as Baie ? It is indeed unlucky for good Writers, 
that Men who have Learning ſhould lay a Streſs upon ſuch 
Trifles, and that thoſe who have none ſhould think it 


Learning to do ſo. 
| XXIV. 
VERSE 552. Or thick as Inſects play. This Simile tranſla- 


ted literally runs thus; As the numerous Troops of Flies 
about a Shepherd's Cottage in the Spring, when the Mill moi- 
ſtens the Pails; ſuch Numbers of Greeks | ſtood in the Field 
againſt the Trojans, deſiring their Deſtruction. The Lowneſs 
of this Image in Compariſon with thoſe which precede it, 

W will naturally ſhock a modern Critick, and would ſcarce be 
. forgiven in a Poet of theſe Times. The utmoſt a Tranſlator 
can do is to heighten the Expreſſion, ſo as to render the Diſ- 
WT parity leſs obſervable : which is endeavour'd here, and in 
other Places. If this be done ſucceſsfully. the Reader is fo 
far from being offended at a low Idea, that it raiſes his Sur- 

prize to find it grown great in the Poets Hands, of which 
we have frequent Inſtances in Lrrgils Georgicks. Here fol- 
lows another of the ſame kind, in the Simile of {gamemnon 
to a Bull juſt after he has been compar'd to Jove, Mars, and 
Neptune, This, Euſftathius tells us, was blam'd by ſome 
Criticks, and Mr. Hobbes has left it out in his Tranſlation. 
The Liberty has been taken here to place the humbler Si- 
mile firſt, reſerving the noble one as a more magnificent 


moves the Objection. Milton who was a cloſe Imitator of 
our Author, has often copy'd him in theſe humble Compa- 
riſons. He has not ſcrupled to inſert one in the midſt of 


in the ſixth Book, where the Son of God in all his dreadful 
Majeſty is repreſented pouring his Vengeance upon them : 


M a Herd 
V Goats, or tim rous Flocks together throng'd, 
Drove them before him Thunder-ſftruck------. 


Cloſe of the Deſcription : The bare turning the Sentence re- 


that pompous Deſcription of the Rout of the Rebel-Angels 


Ff XXV. Vr IS 


A 
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XXV. 


Verss 568. Great as the Gods.) Homer here deſcribes the 
Figure and Port of Agamemnon with all imaginable Grandeur, 
in making him appear cloath'd with the Majeſty of the 
greateſt of the Gods; and when Plwarch (in his ſecond Ora- 
tion of the Fortune of Alexander) blamed the Compariſon of 
a2 Man to three Deities at once, that Cenſure was not paſs'd 
upon Homer as a Poet, but by Plauarch as a Prieſt. This 
Character of Majeſty in which Agamemnon excels all the 
other Heroes, is preſerv'd in the different Views of him 


throughout the had. It is thus he appears on his Ship in 


the Catalogue, thus he ſhines in the Eyes of Priam in the 
third Book, thus again in the beginning of the thirteenth, 


XXVI. 


| Venss 572. Say Hoirgins.] It is hard to conceive any Ad- 
dreſs more ſolemn, any Opening to a Subject more noble and 


magnificent, than this Invocation of Homer before his Cata- 


logue. That Omnipreſence he gives, to the Muſes, their 
Poſt in the higheſt Heaven, their comprehenſive Survey thro? 
the whole Extent of the Creation, are Circumſtances greatly 


imagined. Nor is any thing more perfectly fine or exqui- 


ſitely moral, than the Oppoſition of the extenſive Know- 
ledge of the Divinities on the one fide, to the Blindneſs and 
Ignorance of Mankind on the other. The Greatneſs and 
Importance of his Subject is highly raisd by his exalted 
manner of declaring the Difficulty of it, Not tho my Lungs 
were Braſs, 8c. and by the Air he gives as if what follows 
were immediately inſpir'd, and no leſs than the joint Labour 
of all the Muſes. | 

| XXVII. 


| Vent 586. The hardy Warriors.) The Catalogue begins 
in this Place, which I forbear to treat of at preſent : only 1 
muſt acknowledge here that the Tranſlation has not been ex- 


actiy punQual to the Order in which Homer places his Towns. 


However 


_ the SECOND Book. 
However it has not treſpaſs d againſt Geography; the Tranſ- 


poſitions I mention being no other than ſuch minute ones, 
as $:rabo confeſſes the Author himſelf is not free from: O 5: 


eve ſuorro, & Aua, Wc. "A320 Te I'obyis ict TH rage, Exolvorr? 
$x0a0v T8, Otoneiay Teaidvre. Lib. 8. There is not to my Re- 
membrance any Place throughout this Catalogue omitted; a 
Liberty which Mr. Dryden has made no difficulty to take 
and to confeſs, in his Vigil. But a more ſcrupulous Care 
was owing to Homer, on account of that wonderful Exactneſs 
and unequaPd Diligence, which he has particularly ſhewn in 
this Part of his Work. N | 


XXVII. 


VIS 649. Down their broad Shoulders, &c.] The Greek 
has it T0 xouodvres, 4 tergo comantes. It was the Cuſtom 
of theſe People to ſhave the fore-part of their Heads, which 
they did that their Enemies might not take the Advan- 
tage of ſeizing them by the Hair: the hinder Part they let 
grow, as a valiant Race that would never turn their Backs. 
Their manner of fighting was hand to hand, without quitting 
their Javelins (in the way of our Pike-men.) Plutarch tells 
us this in the Life of Theſeus, and cites to ſtrengthen the 
Authority of Homer, ſome Verſes of Achilochus to the ſame 
Effect. Eobanus Heſſus who tranſlated Homer into Latine 
Verſe was therefore miſtaken in his Verſion of this Paſſage. 


Præcipuè Jaculatores, haſtamque peritt 
Vibrare, & longis contingere peftora telis. 


11 ] ]] AE. on ee SES. 


XXIX. 


VersE 711. Eager and loud from Man to Man be flies.] 
The Figure Menelaus makes in this Place is remarkably di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from the reſt, and ſufficient to ſhew his Concern in 
the War was perſonal, while the others ated only for In- 
tereſt or Glory in general. No Leader in all the Liſt is re- 
preſented thus eager and paſſionate ; he is louder than _ 


= -* 41 wa 2 
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all in his Exhortations; more active in running among the 
Troops; and inſpirited with the Thoughts of Revenge, 
which he ſtill encreaſes with the ſecret Imagination of Helens 
Repentance. This Behaviour is finely imagined.  _ 

The Epithet gem d abc which is apply'd in this and other 
Places to Menelaus, and which literally ſignifies loud-vorced, 
is made by the Commentators to mean valiant, and tranſlated 
bello firenaus. The reaſon given by Euftathins is, that a 
loud Voice is a Mark of Strength, the uſual Effect of Fear 


being to cut ſhort the Reſpiration. I own this ſeems to be 


forc d, and rather believe it was one of thoſe kind of Sir- 
Names given from ſome diſtinguiſhing Quality of the Perſon 
(as that of a loud Voice might belong ro Menelaus) which 


Monſ. Boileau mentions in his ninth Reflection upon Longinus; 


in the ſame manner as ſome of our Kings were called Edward 


| Long-ſhanks, Wilkam Nuſus, 8c. But however it be, the Epi- 
thet taken in the literal Senſe has a Beauty in this Verſe from 


the Circumſtance Menue laus is deſcribed in, which determined 
the Tranſlator to uſe it. a - „ 


VI ISE 746. New to all the Dangers of the Main.] The 
Arcadians being an Inland People were unskilPd in Navigation, 
for which — * Agamemnon furniſſid them with Shipping. 
From hence, and from the laſt Line of the Deſcription of 
the Sceptre, where he is ſaid to preſide over many Iſlands, 
Thucydides takes occaſion to obſerve that the Power of Aga- 
memnon was ſuperior to the reſt of the Princes of Greece, on 


account of his Naval Forces, which had render'd him Maſter 


of the Sea. Thucyd. lib. 1. 
. X 
Varner 81 5. Three Ships with Nireus.] This Leader is no 


where mention d but in theſe Lines, and is an Exception to 


the Obſervation of Macrobins that all the Perſons of the Ca- 
talogue make their Appearance afterwards in the Poem. 
Homer himſelf gives us the reaſon, becauſe Nireus had but a 
1 ſmall 
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ſmall Share of Worth and Valour; his Quality only gave 
him a Privilege to be nam'd among Men, The Poet has 
cauſed him to be remember'd no leſs than Achilles or 
Ulyſſes, but yet in no better manner than he deſerv'd, whoſe 


only Qualification was his Beauty : *Tis by a bare Repeti- 


tion of his Name three times, which juſt leaves ſome Im- 
preſſion of him on the Mind of the Reader. Many others, 


of as trivial Memory as Nirews, have been preſerwd by Poets 


from Oblivion; but few Poets have ever done this Favour to 
Want of Merit with ſo much Judgment. Demetrius Phalereus 


meet Egumælſas, Se. 61. takes notice of this beautiful Repeti - 


tion, which in a juſt Deference to fo delicate a Critick is here 
preſery'd in the Tranſlation. | 
XXXII. 


VERSE 871. The Grace and Glory of the beauteous Kind.] 
He gives Alceſtis this Elogy of the Glory of her Sex, for her 
conjugal Piety, who dy d to preſerve the Life of her Huſ- 


band Admerus. Euripides has à Tragedy on this Subject, 


which abounds in the moſt maſterly Strokes of Tenderneſ : 
In particular the firſt Act, which contains the Deſcription of 
her Preparation for Death; and her Behaviour in it can ne- 
ver be enough admired. Y 2s A 


XXXIII. 
| Vers: 906. In ewenty Ships abe bold Perrhabians, cawe.] 
I cannot tell whether it be worth. obſerving that, except 
Ogelby, we have not met with one Tranſlator who has exact- 


ly preſerv'd the Number of the Ships. Chapman puts cigh- 
teen under Eumelus inſtead of eleven. Hobbes but twenty un- 


der Malapbus and Jalmen inſtead of . and but thirty 


under Menelaus inſtead of ſixty. Laherie (the former French 


25 


Tranſlator) has given Agapenor forty for ſixty, and Neftor 


forty for e Madam Dacier gives Neſtor but eighty. f 
tha 


I muſt confeſs this Tranſlation not to have been quite ſp exact 

as Ogilby's, having cut off one from the Number of Eumeluss 

Ships, and two from thoſe of Gunens: Eleven and two and 
G a 


twenty 
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twenty would ſound but oddly in Engliſh Verſe, and a Poem 
contracts a Littleneſs by inſiſting on ſuch trivial Niceties. 


2; * XXXIV. 


VeISE 925. Or reind the nobleſt Steeds.] This . 
together the Men and Horſes ſeems odd enough, but Homer 
every where treats theſe noble Animals with remarkable Re- 

rd. We need not wonder at this Enquiry, : which were the 
6 Horſes? from him, who makes his Horſes of heavenly 
Extraction as well as his Heroes, who makes his Warriours 
addreſs them with Speeches and excite them by all thoſe Mo- 
tives which affe& a human Breaſt, who deſcribes them ſhed- 
ing Tears of Sorrow, and even capable of Voice and Pro- 
phecy : In moſt of which Points Virgil has not ſcrupled to 
imitate him. EE” . | 


| | 
* ol 
© * 
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VSE 939: Hi Troops, &c.] The Image in theſe Lines 
of the Amuſements of the Myrmidons, while Achilles detain d 
them from the Fight, has an exquiſite Propriety in it. Tho- 

are not in Action, their very Diverſions are Military, 
and a kind of Exerciſe of Arms. The coverd Chariot and 
feeding Horſes, make a natural Part of the Picture; and no- 
thing is finer than the manly Concern of the Captains, who 
as they are ſuppos'd more ſenſible of Glory than the Soldiers, 
| take no ſhare in their Diverſions, but wander ſorrowfully 
round the Camp, and lament their being kept from the Bartel. 
This difference betwixt the Soldiers and the Leaders (as Da- 
bier 7 is a Decorum of the higheſt Beauty. Milion 
has admirably imitated this in the Deſcription he gives in his 
ſecond Book of the Diverſions of the Angels during the Ab- 
ſence of Lucifer. fx n | 


Part on the Plain, or in the' Air ſublime, 

3 —_— Wing, or in fwift Race contend; 
__ Part'curb their fiery Steeds, or Jhun the Goal 
Mul rapid Wheels, or fronted Brigades form. 
( ES > as | But 
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But how nobly and judiciouſly has he raiſed the Image, in 
proportion to the Nature of thoſe more exalted Beings, in 
that which follows. 


Others with vaſt Typhœan Rage more fell " "24 
| Rend up both Rocks and Hills, and ride the Ar 
In Whirlwind; Hell ſearce holds the wild Uproar, 


x xxv!. 


Væ RSE 950. A when angry Jove.] The Compariſon pre- 
ceding this, of a Fire which runs thro the Corn and blazes. 
to Heaven, had expreſt at once the dazling of their Arms 
and the Swiftneſs of their March. After which Homer ha- 
ving mention d the Sound of their Feet, ſuperadds another 
Simile, which comprehends both the Ideas of the Brightneſs 
and the Noiſe :; for here (ſays Euſtathius) the Earth appears 
to burn and groan at the ſame time. Indeed the firſt of theſe 
Similes is ſo full and fo noble, that it ſcarce ſeem'd poſſible 
to be exceeded by any Image drawn from Nature. But H 
mer to raiſe it yet higher, has gone into the Marvellous, gi 
ven a prodigious and ſupernatural Proſpect, and brought 


down Jupiter himſelf, array d in all his Terrors, to —_— 


his Lightnings and Thunders on 7ypharus. The Poet bre 
out into this Deſcription with an Air of Enthuſiaſm, which 
greatly heightens the Image in general, while it ſeems to 
tranſport him beyond the Limits of an exact Compariſon; 
And this daring manner is particular to our Author above all 
the Ancients, and to Milton above all the Moderns. 


3:13 on 4 F306 XXXVII. * , * Nie 

VIS E 1011. From Practius Stream, Percote's Paſture 
Land.] Homer does not expreſly mention Practius as a Ri- 
ver, but Mrabo, lib. 1 3. tells us it is to be underſtood ſo in 
this Paſſage. The Appellative of Paſture Lands to Percore is 
juſtify'd in the 151 Iliad, V. 547. where Hicetaon is ſaid to 
feed his Oxen in that Place. Wm bas eee. 
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VERSE 1032. Axius, that ſwells with all bis nei bring 


Roll.] According to the common Reading this Verſe ſhould 


be tranſlated; Axius chat diffuſes his beautiful Waters over the 
Land. But we are aſſured by Strabo that Axius was a muddy 
River, and that the Ancients underſtood it thus, Axius zhas 
recerves into it ſeveral beautiful Revers. The Criticiſm lies 
in the laſt word of the Verſe, Aly, which Strabo reads Alt, 
and interprets of the River Aa, whoſe Waters were -ponr'd 
into Arm. However Hamer deſcribes this River agreeable 


to the vulgat reading in I. 21. V. 158. Abl, ö u b? 
1977 rt. 5 : 


inl yelav tyow. This Verſion takes in both. 
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ing, it may be obſery'd that however fabulous the other 


Epic Poetry, this Account of the People, Princes, and Coun- 
tries is putely Hiſtorical, founded on the real Tranſactions 
of thoſe Times, and by far the moſt valuable Piece of Hiſto- 
and Geography left us concerning the State of Greece in 
at carly Period. Greece was then divided into ſeveral Dy- 
naſties, which our Author has enumerated under their re- 


ſpective Princes; and his Diviſion was look d upon ſo exact, | 


at we are told of many Controverſies concerning the Boun- 
daries of Græcian Cities which have been decided upon the 
Authority of this Piece. Euſtathius has collected together 
the following Inſtances: The City of Galydon was adjudg'd 
to the Aizohans notwithſtanding the Pretenfions of L 
becauſe Homer had rank d it among the Towns belonging to 
the former. Seftos was given to thoſe of Abydos, upon the 
Plea that he had ſaid, the Abydonians were Poſſeſſors of Stfox, 
Abydos „and Arisbe. When the Aveſrans: and People of 
Priene diſputed their Claim to Mycale, a Verſe of Homer 


carry'd 


Pares-of Homer's Poem may be according to the Nature of 


the SECOND Book. 


carry'd it in favour of the Mileſians. And the Athentans 
were put in Poſſeſſion of Salamis by another which was cited 
by Solon, or (as ſome think) interpolated by him for that 
Purpoſe. Nay in ſo high Eſtimation has this Catalogue been 
held, rhat (as Porphyry has written) there have been Laws 
in ſome Nations for the Youth to learn it by heart, and par- 
ticularly Cerdias (whom Cuperus de Apoth. Homer. takes to 
be Cercydas a Law-giver of the Megalopolitant) made it one 
to his Countrymen. K 5 

But if we conſider the Catalogue purely as poetical, it will 
not want its Beauties in that Light. Rapm who was none of 
che moſt ſuperſtitious Admirers of our Author, reckons it 
among thoſe Parts which had particularly charm'd him. We 
may obſerve firſt, what an Air of Probability is ſpread over 
the whole Poem by the particularizing of every Nation and 
People concern'd in this War. Secondly, what an entertain- 
ing Scene he preſents to us, of ſo many Countries drawn in 


1 


E their livelieſt and moſt natural Colours, while we wander 


along with him amidſt a beautiful Variety of Towns, Ha- 
vens, - Foreſts, Vineyards, Groves, Mountains, and Rivers, 
and are perpetually amus d with his Obſervations on the dif- 
ferent Soils, Products, ' Situations, or Proſpects. Thirdly, 
what a noble Review he paſſes before us of fo mighty an Ar- 
my, drawn out in order Troop by Troop ; which had the 
Number only been told in the Groſs, had never fill'd the 
Reader with ſo great a Notion of the Importance of the 
Action. Fourthly, the Deſcription of the differing Arms and 
manner of fighting of the Soldiers, and the various Attitudes 
he has given to the Commanders: Of theſe Leaders, the 
greateſt Part are either the immediate Sons of Gods, or the 
Deſcendants of Gods; and how great an Idea muſt we have 
of a War, to the waging of which ſo many Demi-Gods and 
Heroes are aſſembled ? Fifthly, the ſeveral artful Compli- 
ments he paid by this means to his own Country in general, 
and many of his Contemporaries in particular, by a Celebra- 
tion of the Genealogies, ancient Seats, and Dominions of 


the great Men of his Time. Sixthly, the agreeable Mixture of 


Narrations from Paſſages of Hiſtory or Fables, with which he 
amuſes and relieves: us at proper Intervals. And laſtly, the 
a = admirable 
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admirable Judgment wherewith he introduces this whole Ca- 
talogue, juſt at a Time when the Poſture of Affairs in the 
Army render'd ſuch a Review of abſolute Neceſſity to the 
Greeks ; and in a Pauſe of Action, while each was refreſhing 
himſelf to prepare for the enſuing Bartels. | 

Macrobius in his Saturnalia, lib. 5. cap. 15. has given us a 
judicious Piece of Criticiſm, in the Compariſon betwixt the 


Catalogues of Homer and of Yirgil, in which he juſtly ailows 2 
the Preference to our Author for the following Reaſons. Ho- 
mer (ſays he) has begun his Deſcription from the moſt no- 
ted Promontory of Greece (he means that of Aulis, where 
was the narroweſt Paſſage to Eubera.) From thence with a 
regular Progreſs he deſcribes either the maritime or mediter- |? 
ranean Towns as their Situations are contiguous ; he never paſ- 
ſes with ſudden Leaps from Place to Place, omitting thoſe |? 
which lie between; but proceeding like a Traveller in the 
way he has begun, conſtantly returns to the Place from whence |? 
he digreſs d, till he finiſhes the whole Circle he deſign'd. Vi- 
gil on the contrary has obſerv'd no Order in the Regions de- 
{crib'd in his Catalogue, J. 10. but is perpetually breaking 
from the Courſe of the Country in a looſe and defultory : 
manner. You have Cluſium and Caſæ at the beginning, next 


Populonia and Hoa, then Piſæ, which lie at avaſt diſtance in 
Hiruria; and immediately after Cerete, Pyrgi, and Gravi/te, 
Places adjacent to Rome: From hence he is ſnatch'd to Li- 
guria, then to Mantua. The ſame Negligence is obſervable 
in his Enumeration of the Aids that follow'd Turnus in J. 7. 
Macrabius next remarks, that whatever Perſons are nam'd b 
Homer in his Catalogue, are afterwards introduc'd in his Bat- 
tels, and whenever any others are kilbd, he mentions onl 
a Multitude in general. Whereas Virgil (he continues) has 
ar d himſelf the Labour of that Exactneſs; For not only 


veral whom he mentions in the Liſt are never heard of in 


en r 
3 ** 8 
3 


the War, but others make a Figure in the War of whom we | 
had no notice in the Lift. For Example, he ſpecifies a | 


thouſand Men under Maſſicus who came from Cuuſeum, 1. 10. 
V. 167. Turnus ſoon afterwards is in the Ship which had 
carry'd King Oſinis from the ſame Place, J. 10. V. 655. 
This Oſinius was never nam d before, nor is it probable a 
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King ſhould ſerve under Mafjicus. Nor indeed does either 
Maſſicus or Oſentus ever make their Appearance in the Bat- 
tels-—He proceeds. to inſtance ſeveral others, who tho? cele- 
brated for Heroes in the Catalogue, have no farther notice 
taken of them. throughout the Poem. In the third Place he 
animadverts upon the Confuhon of the ſame Names in Hirgil. 
As where Corinæus in the ninth Book is kill d by Aſhylas, V. 
571. and Corinæus in the twelfth kills Ebuſus, V. 298. 
Numa is ſlain by Nas, l. 9. V. 554: and Aneas is after- 
wards in purſuit of Nama, l. 10. V. 562. Aneas kills Camertes 
in the tenth Book, V. 562. and Jururna aſſumes his Shape 
in the twelfth, V. 224. He obſerves the ſame Obſcurity in 
his Patronymics. There is Palinurus Iaſides, and Iapix Ia- 
ſides, Hippocoon Hyrtacides, and Afylas Hyrtacides. On the 
contrary the Caution of Homer is: remarkable, who having 
two of the Name of Ajax is conſtantly careful to diſtinguiſh 


them by Oileus or Telamonius, the leſſer or the greater Hax. 


know nothing to be alledg'd in Defence of Vigil, in 


4 anſwer to this Author, but the common Excuſe that his Axes 
was left unfiniſh'd. And upon the whole, theſe are ſuch tri- 


vial Slips as great Wits may paſs over, and little Criticks re- 
oice at. | 

: But Macrobius has another Remark which one may accuſe 
of evident Partiality on the fade of Homer. He blames Vir- 
gil for having vary'd the Expreſſion in his Catalogue to avoid 
the Repetition of the ſame Words, and prefers the bare and 
unadorn'd Reiterations of Homer; who begins almoſt every 
Article the ſame way, and ends perpetually, Meazwa vie 
zTorro, &c. Perhaps the beſt reaſon ne 


petitions were not thought ungraceful. This may appear 
from ſeveral of the like Nature in the Scripture; as in the 
twenty ſixth Chapter of Numbers, where the Tribes of Ifael 
are enumerated in the Plains of Moas, and each Diviſion re- 
counted in the ſame Words. So in the ſeventh Chapter of the 
Revelations : Of the Tribe of Gad were ſtaled twelve thouſand, &c. 
But the Words of Macrobius are Has copias fortaſſe putat aliquis 
Dwinæ illi ſimplicitati preferendas. Sed neſeis quo modo Ho- 


merum 


given for this, had 
been the artleſs Manner of the firſt Times, when ſuch Re- 
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merum repetitio illa unicè decet, & eſt genio antiqui Poete 
digna. This is exactly in the Spirit, and almoſt in the Cant 
of a true modern Critick. The Himplicitas, the Neſcio quo 
modo, the Genio antiqui Poetæ digna, are excellent general 
Phraſes for thoſe who have no Reaſons. Himplicity is our 
Word of Diſguiſe for a ſhameful unpoetical Neglect of Ex- 
preſſion : The Term of the Je ne ſpay quoy is the very Sup- 
port of all ignorant Pretenders to Delicacy ; and to lift up our 
Eyes, and talk of the Genius of an Ancient, is at once the 
cheapeſt way of ſhewing our own Taſte, and the ſhorteſt 
way of criticizing the Wit of others our Contemporaries. 
One may add to the foregoing Compariſon of theſe two 
Authors, ſome Reaſons for the Length of Homer's, and the 
Shortneſs of /zrgzÞs Catalogues. As, that Homer might have 
a Deſign to ſettle the Geography of his Country, there be- 
ing no Deſcription of Greece before his Days; which was not 
the Caſe with Virgil. Homer's Concern was to compliment 
Greece at a time when it was divided into many diſtinct States, 
each of which might expect a Place in his Catalogue: But 
when all Italy was ſwallow d up in the ſole Dominion of Rome, 
Virgil had only Rome to celebrate. Homer had a numerous 
Army, and was to deſcribe an important War with great and 
various Events; whereas /:rgiÞs Sphere was much more con- 
fined. The Ships of the Greeks are computed at about one 
thouſand two hundred, thoſe of Azeas and his Aids but at 
two and forty; and as the Time of the Action of both Poems 
is the ſame, we may ſuppoſe the Built of their Ships, and 
the Number of Men they contain'd, to be much alike. So 
that if the Army of Homer amounts to about a hundred thou- 
ſand Men, that of Virgil cannot be above four thouſand. If 
any one be. farther curious to know upon what this Compu- 
tation is founded, he may ſee it in the following Paſſage of 
Thucidydes, lib. 1. Homer's Fleet (ſays he) conſiſted of 


one thouſand two hundred Veſſels: thoſe of the Bœotians 
carry d one hundred and twenty Men in each, and thoſc | 


of Philoctetes fifty. By theſe I ſuppoſe Homer expreſt the 
< largeſt and the ſmalleſt Size of Ships, and therefore men- 
tions no other ſort. But he tells us of thoſe who fail'd 
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« with Philoctetes, that they ſerv'd both as Mariners and Sol- 

« diers, in ſaying the Rowers were all of them Archers; 

« From hence the whole Number will be ſeen, if we eſtimate 

ce the Ships at a Medium between the ram and the leaſt.” 

That is to ſay, at eighty five Men to each Veſſel (which is the 
Mean between fifty and a hundred and twenty) the Total comes 
to a hundred and two thouſand Men. Plutarch was therefore 
in a Miſtake when he computed the Men at a hundred and 
twenty thouſand, which proceeded from his ſuppoſing a hun- 
dred and twenty in every Ship; the contrary to which a 
pears from the above-mention'd Ships of Philoctetes, as well 
as from thoſe of Achilles, which are ſaid to carry but fifty 
Men a- piece, in the ſixteenth Iliad, V. 167. 

Beſides Firgils Imitation of this Catalogue, there has ſcarce 
been any Epic Writer but has copy'd after it; which is at leaſt 
a Proof how beautiful this Part has been ever eſteem'd by the 
= fineſt Genius's in all Ages. The Catalogues in the ancient 
Poets are generally known, only I muſt take notice that the 
X Phocian and Bœotian Towns in the fourth Thebaid of Ha- 
tius are tranſlated from hence. Of the Moderns, thoſe which 
moſt excel, owe their Beauty to the Imitation of ſome ſingle 
Particular only of Homer. Thus the chief Grace of Taſſo's 
Catalogue conſiſts in the Deſcription of the Heroes, without an 
thing remarkable on the ſide of the Countries: Of the Pieces 
of Story he has interwoven, that of Tancred's Amour to Clo- 
rmda is ill placed, and evidently too long for the reſt, Heu- 
cer's Enumeration of the Britiſh and Iriſb Rivers in the ele- 
venth Canto of his fourth Book, is one of the nobleſt in the 
World; if we conſider his Subject was more confined, and can 
excuſe his not obſerving the Order or Courſe of the Country ; 
but his Variety of Deſcription, and Fruitfulneſs of Imagination 
are no where more admirable than in that Part. Miltor's Lift 
of the fallen Angels in his firſt Book is an exact Imitation of 
Homer, as far as regards the Digreſſions of Hiſtory and An- 
tiquities, and his manner of inſerting them: In all elſe I be- 
lieve it muſt be allow'd inferior. And indeed what Macro- 
bins has ſaid to caſt Virgil below Homer, will fall much more 
ſtrongly upon all the reſt. | 


I I had 
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I bad ſome cauſe to fear that this Catalogue which contri- 
buted ſo much to the Succeſs: of the Author, ſhould ruin that 


of the Tranſlator. A meer heap of p aper Names tho but 


for. a fe; Lines together, could afford little Entertainment to 
an Eugliſu Reader, who probably could not be appriz d ei- 
ther of the Neceſſity or Beauty of this Part of the Poem. 
There were but two: things to be done to give it a chance to 


pleaſe him; to rendet the Verſification very flowing and mu- 


fical, and to make the whole appear as much a Landſcape or 
Piece of Painting as poſſible. For both of theſe I had the 
Example of Homer in general; and Virgil, who found the 
Neceſſity in another Age to give more into Deſcription, 
ſeem'd to authoriſe the latter in particular. eng of Ha- 
licarnaſſus in his Diſcourſe of rhe Hiructure and Diſpoſition 
of Words , profeſſes to admire nothing more than that har- 
monious Exactneſs with which Homer has placed theſe 
Words, and ſoften' d the Syllables into each other, fo as to 
derive Muſick from a Croud of Names which have in them- 
ſelves no Beauty or Dignity. I would flatter my ſelf that 1 
have practis d this not unſucceſsfully in our Language, which 
is more ſuſceptible of all the Variety and Power of Numbers 
than any of the modern, and ſecond to none but the Greek 
and Roman. For the latter Point, I have ventured to open 
the Proſpect a little, by the addition of a few Epithets or ſhort 
Hints of Deſcription to ſome of the Places mention'd ; tho' 
feldom exceeding the Compaſs of half a Verſe (the Space to 
which my Author himſelf generally confines theſe Pictures in 
Miniature.) But this has never been done without the beſt 
Authorities from the Ancients, which may be ſeen under the 
teſpective Names in the Geographical Table following. 

The Table itſelf I thought but neceſſary to annex to the 
Map, as my Warrant for the Situations aſſign'd in it to ſeve- 
ral of the Towns. For in whatever Maps J have ſeen to this 
Purpoſe, many of the Places are omitted, or elſe ſet down at 
random. Sopbianus and Gerbelus have labour'd to ſettle the 
7 of old Greece, many of whoſe Miſtakes were rec- 
tify'd by Laurenbergius. Theſe however deſerv'd a greater 
Commendation than thoſe who ſucceeded them; and parti- 
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cularly Sanſor's Map prefix d to Du Pins Bibliothegue Hifto- 
rique is miſerably defective both in Omiſſions and falſe Pla- 


cings; which I am obliged to mention, as it pretends to be 
defign'd expreſly for this Catalogue of Homer. I am per 


ſuaded the greater Part of my Readers will have no Caridhity | 


this way, however they may allow me the Endeavour of gra- 
tifying thoſe few who have: The reſt are at liberty to paſs 


- 


the two or three following Leaves unread, 
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A Gro RAPTHICAL TABLE of the Towns, &c. in Ho MER 


* * 
Cl 


Catalogue of Greece, with the Authories for their Situation, 


as placed m this Mop. 


BOEOTIA, ander five Captains, Peneleus, Gc. containing, 


ULIS, a Haven on the Eabæan Sea 
oppoſite to Chalcis, where the Paſ- 
ſage to Eubœa is narrowelt. Strabo 
lib. 9. 

Etemn, 5.8 deſcribes it a Hilly Country, 
and Statins after him——denſamgque jugis E- 
teonen iniquis. Theb. 7. 

Hyrie, a Town and Lake of the ſame 
Name, belonging to the Territory-of Taxa- 
gra or Græa. Strab. I. 9. 

Sebænus, it lay in the Road between Thebes 
and Anthedon, 50 Stadia from Thebes. Strab. 
ibid. 

Scolos, aTown under Mount Cyrbhæron. Ibid. 

, near Haliartus under Mount Heli- 
con. Panſ. Baot. near the Corinthian Bay. 
Strab. I. . 

Graa, the ſame with Tauagra, 30 Stadia 
from Aulis, on the Eubœan Sea; by this Place 
the River Aſopxs falls into that Sea. bid. 

Mycaleſſus, between Thebes and Chalcis, 
Paxſ. Boot. near Tanagra or Græa. Strab. 
J. 9. famous for its Pine-trecs. Pinige- 
ris Mycaleſſus in agris. Statins, I. 7. 

Harma, cloſe by Mycaleſſus. Strab.l.g. This 
Town as well as the former lay near the 
Road from Thebes to Chalcis. Pauſ. Beot. It 
was here that Amphiaraus was ſwallow'd by 
the Earth in his Chariot, from whence it re- 
cciv'd its Name. Strab. ibid. 

Ileſion, it was ſituate in the Fens near He- 
leon and Hyle, not far from Tanagra. Theſe 
three Places took their Name from being ſo 
ſeated (EAG, Palas.) Strab. l. . 

Erythre, in the Confines of Attica near 
Platæa. Thucyd. l. 3. dites Pecorum comi- 
tantur Erythre. Stat. eb. - 

Peteou, in the way from Thebes to Anthe- 
don. Strab. I. ꝙ. 

Ocalea, in the mid-way betwixt Haltartzs 
and Alalcomenes. Ibid. 


" PHOCIS, wnder Schedius 


Cypariſſus, the ſame with Azticyrrha accor- 

ding to Paxſanias, on the Bay of Corinth. 
ytho, adjoining to Parnaſſas : ſome think 

it the ſame with Delphi. Panſan. Phocic. 

Criſſa, a Sea-Town on the Bay of Corinth 
near Cyrrha. Strab. I. . pe 

Dauxlis, upon the Cephiſus at the Foot of 
Parnaſſns. lbid. 


Panopea, upon the ſame River, adjoining 


Medeon, near Oncheſtus. Ibid. 

Cope, a Town on the Lake Copais, by the 
River Cepbiſus, next Orchomenus. Ibid. 

Extreſis, a ſmall Town of the Theſpians 
near Thisbe. Ibid. | 

_ Thisbe, under Mount Helicon. Pauſ. Boo. 

Coronea, ſeated on the Cephiſus where it 
falls into the Lake Copais. Srreb. J. g. 

Haliartus, on the ſame Lake, Strab. ibid. 
bordering on Coroxca and Plata. Pauſ. Bot. 

Platæa, between Citheron and Thebes, di- 
vided from the latter by the River Aſopus. 
Strab, I. 9 Virideſque Plateas. Stat. T. 7. 

Gliſſa, in the Territory of Thebes, abound- 
ing with Vines. Baccho Gliſanta colentes. 
Stat. Th. 7. 

Thebe, ſituate between the Rivers Iſmenns 
and Aſopus. Strab. l.g. : 

Oncbeſtus, on the Lake Copais. The Grove 
conſecrated to Neptune in this Place, and ce- 
lebrated by Homer, together with a Temple 
and Statue of that God, were ſhewn in the 
Time of Pauxſanias. Vide Baot. 

Arne, ſeated on the ſame Lake, famous 
for Vines. Strab. Hom. 

Midea, on the ſame Lake. bid. | 

Niſſa, or Nyſa (apud Statium) or accord- 
ing to Strabo l. 9. Iia; near Anthe don. 

Anthedon, a City on the Sea-ſide oppoſite 
to Eubua, the utmoſt on the Shore towards 
Locris. Strab. l. 9. Teque ultima tract An- 
thedon. Statins, I. 7. 

, Aſpledon, 20 Stadia from Orchomenus. Strab. 
« 9. 

Orchomenus, and the Plains about it, being 
the molt ſpacious of all in Bœotia. (Pu- 
tarch in vit. Syle, circa medium.) 

Homer diſtinguiſhes theſe two laſt from the 
reſt of Bœotia. They were commanded by 
Aſcalaphas and Ialmen. 


and Epiſtropus, containing, 


Orchomenia, juſt by Hyampolis or Auemoria. 
bid. 
. Cboth the ſame according to 
H e , lid. confining * 
wemorids ( Leocris, Panſ. Phoc. 
Lilea, at the Head of the River Cephiſus, 
juſt on the Edge of Phocis. Ibid. 


el- 
lentemque Lilæam Cephiſſi glaciale coo Bs 
tins, J. 7. 
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LOCRIS, zuder Ajax Oileus,, containing, 


Cynns, a maritime Town towards Eabea. 
. Strab. I. 9 mon 
Opus, 
Sea, og ro 
Calliarus. 8 
Beſſa, ſo <5 from being cover'd with 
Strab. J. 9. : . 
—_ ſeated between Thronium and Tber- 


Panopea in Phects. Ibid. 


E UB OE A. wnder Elephenor, containing. 
the City neareſt to the Continent of the River Badorut. Strab. J. 10. 


- Chaleis, 


Greece, juſt oppolite to Aulis in Bœotia. Strab. 


* e between Chalcix and Ger 
He 2 Foun _ Vineyar 
in . Herod. J. 7. 

— on the Sea-ſhore. Hom. near 


. Ibid. 
Over a- 


ATHENS, ander Meneſtheus. 
The Iſe of ALA MIS, ander Ajax Telamon. 


Part divided into Argia and Mycenæ, 
under Agamemnon, contains, . 


PELOPONNESUS, the Eaft 


Argos, 40 Stades from the Sea. Panſ. Corry. 


. Tyrimtbe, between . and Epidaurut. Ibid. C 


Three Cities lying in this Or- 


der on the Bay of Hermnone. 
Aſinen, b Strab. I. 8. 72 Corinth. Tre- 
Hermion, I zene was ſeated high, and Aſine 
Træzene, | a Rocky Coaſt ——Altaq; Tre- 
zene. Ovid. Faſt. 2.— Quo: A- 
fine cautes. Lucan. | 


Eionæ was on the Sea-fide, for Strabo tells 
us the People of Mycenæ made it a Station for 
their Ships. Lib. 8. 

Epidazrxs, a Town and little Iſland adjoin- 
ing in the inner Part of the Saronic Bay. Strab. 
J. S. It was fruitful in Vines in Homer's Time. 

The Iſle of Ag:na, over againſt Epidazres. 

Maſeta belongs to the Argolic Shore accord- 
ing to Strabo, who obſerves that Homer names 
it not in the exact Order, placing it with 

ma. Strab. I. 8. 
YCENE, between Cleone and Argos. Str. 


Paxſan. 
Corinth, near the Ithmus. 


The Veſt Part of PELOPONNESUS, divided. into Laconia, Meſ- 
ſenia, Arcadia, and Elis. 


LACONIA, snder Menelaus, containing, 
- youu the capital City, on the River Ex- 
Us . 


Phares, on the Bay of Meſſexia. Strab. I. B. of Paxſanias (Laconicis Stadia from 
Meſſe, Strabo thinks 1 Contraction of — 4 | Fe 4 


Meſſens, and Statias in his Imitation of this =Amycle, 20 Stades from home toward the 


Catalogue, Jö. 4. calls it ſo, 
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A Locrian City, 15 Stadia from the | 


. brated anciently for its Wool. Srrab. I. 8. 


mopyle, den Stadia from the Sea. IId 

gi. = 
Tarphe. 
Thronias, on the Melian Bay. Strab. I. g. 
Boagrizs, a River that paiſes by Throwns, 


and runs into the Bay of OEza, between C 
nur and Scarphe. 15% 8 4 


All theſe oppoſite to the Iſle of Eabœn. 


— TAY 2 * — = 
— ———_— - Pg — 
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Dios, ſeated. high. Hom. near Tliſtiæa. 


Strab. ibid. | 
C s, a City at the Foot of the Moun- 
tain Ocha. Strab. ibid. between Eretria and 


2 — — 
a lO tra MA - 
— — - 
: = my - a 


- 
N —- — — — 
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Gereſtas. Prolome. |. 3. 
Styra, a Town near Caryftos. Strab. ibid. 


} 
| 
| 


2 between Argos and Corinth. Pau. 
orinth, 
Ornia, on the Borders of Sicyonia. Ibid. 
Arethyria, the ſame with Phliaſia, at the 
Source of the Achaian Aſopms. Frab. J. 8. 
Srcyon, (anciently the Kingdom of Adraſts:) 
betwixt Corinth and Achaia. Panſ. Corinth. 
ereſia, the ſame with Ægira, ſays Pau- 
ſan. Achaic. ſeated betwixt Pellene and Helice. 
Strab. I. 8. oppoſite to Parnaſſus. Polyb, |. 4. 
Gonoeſſa, Homer deſcribes it ſituate very 
high, and Seneca Troat. Cares nunquam G 
noe[/a vento. | 
ellene, bordering on Sicyon and P 
60 Stadia from the Sea. Pau. Arcad. cele- 


Jul. Poll. 


Agion, 
Helice, 


Next Sicyom lies Pellene, c. then 

Helice, and next to Helice, Æ- 

ginm. Strab. I. 8. Helice lies on 

the Sea-ſide, 40 Stadia from Æ- 
wn. Panſ. Ach. 


Bryſia, under Mount 7. 


. Panſ. Lacon. 
Angie, the ſame with 


ie in the Opinion 


Sea, Pte /. |. — the Mountain Tayge- 


a. 
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River Exrotas. Strab. ibid. 


mut on the 
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tus, Strab. I. 8. Laas 


Helps, on the Sex-fide: Hom; upon the 0 Boyle, near tie Prompntory of Texara, 
| Panſ. Lac. | 


MESSE N I A, umder Neſtor, containing, 


; the City of Neftor on the Searſhore. Cypariſie, on the Borders of : 
. feared x6 River Minpeius. upon the Bay called from 13 
Hun. Hl. 11. Kral. l. $. ? Þ * Y 


Thryow, on the River Alphens, the fame Fertilis 


which Honey elfewhere calls Thry«ife, dab. Th. 4. near the former. 80 Yer. 


1 . d \ 
py, the ancient 1 differ about in : | 

the Satie of this Town, but agree to place Helos, near the River Alpheus. Ibid. 

it near the Sea. Vide Strab. J. 8. ir 


us py. Stat. 1.4. 
' ARCADIA, wnder Agapenor, containing, 
The Mountain Cyllene, the higheſt of Pe- Theſe three, S&rabo bells us, are 


e on the Borders of i and Ar- ER not to be fo nor their Situa- 
foe oy Pheneus. Panſ. Arcad. Under a tion . 8. — fo 
this flood the Tomb of Kip. That Me- Ehe, Vibe fiood high, as appears from 
nument (the ſame Author tells us) was re- Hamer, and Statins I. 4. Ventoſa- 
maining in his Time, it was only # heap of que donat Euiſpe. 

Earth inclos'd with a Wall of rough Stone. T. ea, between Argos and Sparta. Polyb.1. . 
Pbenent, confining on Pellene and Sym- F* 2: bag bordering upon Tegea,” Argia, 


phelus. Ibid. and Orchomewss. Pau. Arcad. 
Orc , confining on Pheneus and Sympbelus, confining. on Phliafia or Are- 
Mantined. Ibid. 5 5 thyria. Strab. J. 8. 


Peorrhkafie, adjoining to Laconia. Thacyd. 
I. 2 Ovid. Faſt. 2. 


ELIS, ander four Leaders, Amphimachus, Ge. containing. 
The City Elis, 120 Stades from the Sea. Elif. Syrab. 1.8. 


Panſ. Eliacis 2. The Olexias Rocks, which ſtood near the 
| Fe te near Elic. Streb. I. 8. City Olenos at the Mouth of the River Pieras. 
e Fl 


aces bounded by oe Fields of Hyr- Panſ. Achat. 
mine, it! the Territory of Elis, between Mount And Aly/iam, the Name of a Town or Ri- 
Cylexe and the Sea. | ver, in the way from Elis to Piſa. Strab. 1.8. 
Myſinus, on the Sea - ide 70 Stades from 


The ISLES over againſt the Contillent of Elis, Achaia, or 
| Acarnania. | 


Echinades and Dulichium, under Mager. leſſer Iſlands toward the Mouth of the A- 
The Cephaleniaxs under Ulyſſes, being thoſe chelows, 
from Samos —— ſame with epbalenia from Homer adds to theſe Places under the Do- 
Zacyntbus 7 10 Argilipa, Neritur, and minion of Ce, Epirus and the oppojite Con- 
Ithaca. is laſt is generally ſuppos'd to be tine, by which (as M. Dacier obſerves ) 
the largeſt of theſe Iſſands on the Eaſt fide of cannot be meant 22 properly ſa call d, 
Cephalenia, and next to it; but that is, ac- which was never ſubje& to Ulyſes, but only 


| cording to Wheeler, 20 Italian Miles in Cir- the Sea-coaſt of Acarnania appalite to the 


cumference, whereas Strabo gives Ithaca but Iſlands 
80 Stadia about. It was rather one of the 


The Continent of ACARNANIA and &TOLIA, der Thoas 


Plexrow, ſeated between Chakis and Cah- from Plezrox, but more in the Land. Scrab. I. 10. 
dow, by the Sea-ſhore upon the River Evenns, Chalcis, a SeaTown. Hom. ſituate on the 
Welt of Chalcis. Sera. I. 10. Eaſt fide of the Een. Strab. ibid. There 

Olenot, lying above Calydon, with the e- was another Chalcis at the Head of the Eve- 

of it. Ibid. 12 uns call'd by Srale Fiypo-Chelcis. | 
. Pylene, the ſume with Preſabian, not far Calydoy, on the Evexns alſo. Jad. 
| 4 


The 


and . 


„ Field or Mountain near the Sea 


Y 2 
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The Iſle of CRETE, under Idomencus, containing, 


ſeated im tie Plain bew een cis; 
2 120 Stad. from Lyctus. Strab. l. 10. 
Gortyna, go Stad. from the Aſhican Sea. lud. 
Had, 80 Stad. from the ſame Sea. hed. | 


lbetres, b 
Pbeſtur, 60. Stad. from Gortyna, 20 from 


de Sea, undes Gare. Hab. ibid. 


It lay 


on the River Jardan, as appears by Homer's 


Deſcription of 'in the third Book, of the 
_— | 
ium, under Gortyna. Strab. 


1 
4 0 
* 


- Lindus, on the right Hand to thoſe who 
ſail from the City Rhodes, Southward. Strab. 


Jalyſſus, between Caminas and NH. yd. 


Camirut. 


J. 14. : 
ds, under Nireus) Niſyrus, Carpathus, Caſus, | : 
The Iſland Syma.( * ) — Das Calydae 


The Continent of T HESS ALV toward the Egean Sea, under Achilles. 


Argos Pelaſgicum (the ſame which was ſince 

called Peha. Strabe lib., g, fays than ſome: 
bk this the Name of a Town, oahers 

—_— meant by it this Part of The 
in general (which laſt ſeems molt . &) 
Steph, Byzau. obſerves ,, there was à City 
Argos in Theſſaly as well as in Pelo | 
the former was call'd Pelaſgic in Contradi- 
ſtinction to the Achaian: for tho" the Pelaſy 
poſſeſt ſeveral Parts of Epirus, Crete, Pe 
ponneſus, e. yet they retain'd their principal 
Seat in Theſſaly. Steph. Byz. in v. Panel. 

Als, {Both on the Shore of Theſſaly to- 
A 75 Jeet Locris. Strab. I 9. Alos lies in 
lope, ) the Paſſage of Mount Ozhrys. 16:4. 

Trechine, under the Mountain OEza, Eu- 
flath. in II. 2. 


Phylace, on the Coaſt of Phibiotis toward 
the Melian Bay. Strab. J. . 

Pyrrhaſus, beyond the Mounain Orbrys, 
had the Grove of Ceres within two Stadia of 
it. Ibid. | 

Itona, 60 Stad. from Ales, it lay higher in 
the _—_ "__ Pyrrhaſus, above Mount 0- 
epDrys. id. 

2 on the Sea- ſide Hom. in the Paſſage 


to Enbaa. Ibid. 


Pteleon, the Situation of this Town in 


eſus 3 


the ſame P 
Phthia, JStrabo 5 =p G di — Th 
Hella. Ndiſtingyitbes the heather they 
were Cities or ions Suna 
is not getsmin'd Lib. 9. 
The Hellas This Devamivation, aſter- 


. wards common to all the Greeks, is here to 


be underſtood only of thoſe who inhabited 
Phthiorrs, It was not*till long after Homer's 
Time that the People of other Cities of Greece 


deſiring Aſſiſtance from theſe, began to have 


the ſame Name from their Communication 
with them, as Thxcydides remarks in the be- 
ginning of his firſt Book. | 


The following under Proteſilaus. 


Strabo ſeems to be between Antron and Pyr. 
rhaſus : But Pliny deſcribes it with great Ex- 
aQneſs to lie on the Shore towards Bavria, 
on the Confines of Pbrhiotit, upon the River 
Sperchins ; according to which Particulars it 
muſt have been ſeated as I have placed it. 
Livy alſo ſeats it on the Sperch:us. 

All thoſe Towns which were under Pro- 
teſilaus (ſays Strabo, lib. 9.) being the five laſt 
mention'd, lay on the Eaſtern fide of the 
Mountain 0thrys. 


Theſe under Eumelus. 


Phere, in the fartheſt Part of Magnefia con- 
fining on Mount Pelion. Strab. I. g. near the 
Lake of Bebe, Pto!. and plentifully water'd 
with the Fountains of Hyperia. Strab. 


 Glapbyre, 
Tolcos, a Sea-Town on the Pegaſzan Bay. 
Livy, J. 4. and Strab. 


Under Philoctetes 


Methone, a City of Macedonia, 40 Stadia 
from Pydza in 4k Strab. 
A in Phthiotis near Pharſalus 
— Ne the ſame Au- 


Olyzon. It ſeems that this Place lay near 
Bebe, Tolcos, and Urmeninm, from Strab. I. . 
where he ſays, Demetrius cauſed the Inhabi- 


tants of theſe Towns to remove to Demerrias, 


on the ſame Coaſt. 
The 
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The Upper T HESS ALV. 

Trice, or Tricce, not far from the Moun- Jehome, near Trica. Ibid. | | 
tain Pindut, on the left Hand of the Penexs OEchalia, the Situation not certain, ſome- 
2s it runs from Pindus. Strab. I. . were near the forementioned Tovvns. Fr. ibid. 

Ormeniam, under Pelics, om che Pegaſeas Iſterium, hard by Phare and Tian 
Bay, near Bebe. + hows | . 4 3 by 
Under Polyphætes. 
. Argiſa, lying u the River Pexeas. Kr. g. Orthe, near Penexs and 7. id. 
— City of Perrhebia mt the Foot of _ Elope, TJ lying under Ohm near 
Olympus. Ibid. | | Ohoſſov, the River Titarefins. Ibi 
$ WF Under Guneus and Protheus. 
„ ſeated in the mountainous Coun- wexs. Ibid. Tis alſo call'd Eura: 


Cypbu N | 
try towards Olympus. Tbid. The River Penens riſes from Mount Pi- 


| e toward O- 3 1 7 5 through Tempe into the Sea. 
2 id. J. 7. and 9. 
itareſins, a River riſing in the Monntain Pelios, near 0 in Magweſia. Herod. 
Titarns near Olympus, 2222 bb. 7, TAE Jo, Ks 


A Table 


A Table of TROY, and the Auxilar Couxr nls. 


HE Kingdom of Priam divided into 
eight Dynaſties. 

I. Troas, under Hector, whoſe Ca- 
pital was Lion. 

2. Dardaxnia, under Euear, the Capital 
Dar danns. 

> Zeleia, at the Foot of Ida, by the Aſe- 
put, under Pandarus. 
4. Adreſtia, Apeſus, Pityea, Mount Teree, 


under a and 3 
Seſtos, Abydos, Arisbe on the River Selle, 


Percote and Practiat, under Aſins. 
Theſe Places lay between Trey and the 
14. 
other three Dynaſties were under 
Mynes, Eetion, and Alteus, the Capital of the 
firſt was Lyrneſſus, of the ſecond Thebe of 
Cilicia, of the third Pedaſus, in Lelegia. Ho- 
mer does not mention theſe in the Catalogue, 
havi ng been before deftroy'd and depopu- 
lated by the Greeks. . 


The Anxiliar Nations. 


The Pelaſgi, under Hippotbous and Pyleus, 
whoſe Capital was Lars, near the Place 
where Cuma was afterwards built. Strab. I. 13. 

The Thracians, by the fide of the Helleſpont 
oppoſite to Troy, under Acamas and Pyroxs, 
and thoſe of Ciconia, under Eupbemus. 

The Pœoniant from Macedonia and the River 
Axins, under Pyrechmes. . 

The Paphlagonians, under Pylemenens. The 
Halizonians, under Ogins and |<. The 
Myſians, under Cromis and Ennomus. The 
Phrygians of Aſcania, under Phorcys and A 


Canms. 


The Meonians, under Meſtler and Autiphut, 


4 


who inhabited under the Mountain Tinolus. 

The Cariant, under Nauſtet and Amphima- 
chus, from Miletus, the farthermoſt City of 
Caria toward the South. Herodot. lib. 1. 

Mycale, a Mountain and Promontory op- 
poſite to Samos. Ibid. 

Pthiron, the ſame Mountain as Latmos, ac- 
cording to Hecatens. 

The Lycians, under Sarpedon and Glaxcns, 
from the Banks of the River Xanthas, which 
runs into the Sea betwixt Rhodes and Cyprus. 
Homer mentions it to diſtinguiſh this Lycia 
from that which lies on the Prepontis. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


The Duel of Menelaus and Paris. 


| HE Armies being ready to engage, a ſingle Combate 
| is agreed upon betusen Menelaus and Paris (by the 
Intervention of Hector) for the Determination of the 

War. Iris is ſent to call Helena to behold the Fight. She lead; 
ber to the Walls of Troy, where Priam ſate with his Counſel- 
2 4455 the + aq; priaey + en the Plain below, 10 hom 
. of the chief of them. | The Kings on ei- 

= —p art take the jy rh Oath for the Conditions of the Com- 
bate. The moore enſues, wherem Paris being overcome is 
faatch'd away in Cloud by Venus, and tranſported to his 
Apartment. Si be then calls Helen from the Walls, and brings 
the Lovers together. Agamemnon on the Part of the Græ- 
cians, demands the Reftoration of Helen , and the Performance 
of the Articles. 
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" "_ 0 theis i ee EHP" Band 
Moves into Ranks, and ſtretches oer the Land. 
With Shouts the Trojans ruſhing from afar 


Proclaim their Motions, and provoke the War: 
So when inclement Winters vex the Plain 1k s 
With piercing Froſts, or thick deſcending Rain, 
To warmer Seas the Cranes embody'd fly, + 
With Noiſe, and Order, thro' the mid-way Sky; 
To Pygmy-Nations Wounds and Death they bring, 
And all the War deſcends upon the Wing. 10 
But ſilent, breathing Rage, reſol vd, and skilld 

By mutual Aids to fix a doubtful F ield, . 


A 1 Swift 


1 : 
— 


HOM E Rs ILIA D. Book [I]. 


| Swift march the Greeks : the rapid Duſt around 
Dark ning ariſes from the labour'd Ground. 
15 Thus from his flaggy Wings when Notus "IJ 
A Night of Vapors round the Mountain-Heads, 
Swift-gliding Miſts the dusky Fields inyade, 
To Thieves more grateful than the Midnight Shade ; 
While ſcarce the Swains their feeding Flocks ſurvey, 
20Loſt and confus d amidſt the 3 d Day; ry 
So weapth 5 gachring Duſt, the Grecian To 
A moving Cloud, ſwept on, and hid the Plain. 
Nom Front to Front the hoſtile Armies ſtand, 
"we of Fight;-and only-wait Command: 1 
25 When; to the Van, before the Sons of Fame 
Whom Trey ſent forth, the beauteous Parts came: 
In Form a God] the Panther's ſpeckled Hyde 
Flow'd Oer his Armour with an eaſy Pride, 
His bended Bow a<croſs his Shoulders flung, 
3oHis Sword beſide him negligently hung, 
Two pointed Spears he ſhook with gallant Grace, 
And dard the Braveſt of the Grecian Race. 
As thus with glorious Air and proud Difdain, 
He boldly ſtalk d) the foremoſt on the Plain, 
111 05 5 Him 


8 + 


QN 


p 


in Ble ien lr Mare, ME 
With Heart clated, and with joyful Eye: 
Or Mountain Goat, his bulky Prize, appear; 
In vain the Vouths oppoſe, the Maſtives bay, 
The Lordly Savage rends the panting Prey. 
Thus fond of Vengeance, with a furious Bound, 
In clanging Arms he leaps upon the Ground 
From his high Chariot: Him, approaching near, 
| The beauteous Champion views with Marks of Fear, 
Smit with a conſcious Senſe, retires behind, 
| And ſhuns the Fate he well deſerv'd to find. 
As when ſome Shepherd from the ruſtling Trees 
Shot forth to View, a ſcaly Serpent ſees | 
Trembling and pale, he ſtarts with wild Affright, 
And all confus'd, precipitates his Flight. 
So from the King the ſhining Warrior flies, 
And plung'd amid the thickeſt Trojans lies. 
As Godlike Hector ſees the Prince retreat, 
He thus upbraids him with a gen'rous Heat. 
Unhappy Paris! but to Women brave, 
So fairly form'd, and only to deceive! © 


Tang 
HOMER's"ILJAD- Book] 
Oh had'ſt thou dy'd when'fitft thou cn he Light 

Or dy'd at leaſt before thy Nuptial Rite 11 4:11; 

A better Fate, than vainly thus to boaſt,,. eV os 
60 And fly the Seandal of thy: 7" rejan Hoſt. yo of? 
Gods! bow the ſcornful Greeks. exult/to iſce * 40 
Their Fears of Danger undecei vd. in e 1; v4 | | 
Thy: Fi _ t nike 1 of 11 


M In forrger Days, in all we lan 
When thy tall Ships triumph h. i 
\. When Greece beheld thy puntal Camry Fain 
And Crowds:ftood:wond'ring; at it. | 
Spee anch aha e dim, 
70 You met th Apprgaches of the Spartan Queen, | [ 
Thus from her Realm convey'd the beautegus Prize 
And both her xvarlike L ordz putſtin d in Hejew'sEycs Þ 
This Dacd, thy Foes Delight, thy own Diſgrace, 
Thy Father's Brief and, Nuin of thy Race,; 

7 This Need recalls:thee to the proffec'd Eight; 
Or haſt. thou inʒur d. whom-thau, dar ſt nat right? 


Thou keep'ſt the Conſort of la braver Foo. 
110 | 'Thy 


2 


Book III. HOMER's ILIAD. * 


Thy graceful Form inſtilling ſoft Deſife, 

Thy curling Treſſes, and thy ſilver Lyre, e 
Beauty and Youth, in vain to theſe you truſt, 
When Youth and Beauty ſhall be laid in Duſt : 

Troy yet may wake, and one avenging Blow 

J Cruſh the dire Author of his Country's Woe. 

= His Silence here, with Bluſhes, Paris breaks; 35 

i "Tis juſt, my Brother, what your Anger ſpeaks: 

But who like thee can boaſt a Soul ſedate, _ 

So firmly Proof to all the Shocks of Fate? 

| Thy Force like Steel a temper'd Hardneſs ſhows, |. 

Still edg'd to wound, and {till untir d with Blows, | 9 

| Like Steel, uplifted by ſome ſtrenuous Swain, 

With falling Woods to ſtrow the waſted Plain. 

IF Thy Gifts I praiſe, nor thou deſpiſe the Charms 

| With which a Lover golden Yenus arms; 

Soft moving Speech, and pleaſing outward Show, 95 

No Wiſh can gain 'em, but the Gods beſtow. 

Yet, wou'd'{t thou have the proffer'd Combate ſtand, 
The Greeks and Trojans ſeat on either Hand; 
Then let a mid-way Space our Hoſts divide, 
And, on that Stage of Way, the Cauſe be try'd: 100 

B By 


6 


305 Thus with a laſting League your Toils may ceaſe, 


110 Then with his Spear reſtrain' d the Nouth of Tray; N 


120 The Tumult ſilenge, ang tha; Fight ſuſp end. 


HOMER' ILIAD. Book 
By Paris there the Spartan King be fought, 1 
For beauteous Helen and the Wealth ſhe: brou ght 
And who his Rival can in Arms ſubdue, 07 
His be the Fair, and his the Treafure too. 


And Troy poſſeſs her fertile Fields in Peaaee; | 
Thus may the Greeks review their native Shore, þ N 
Much fam'd for gen'rous Steeds, fon Beaut) more. ö 

He ſaid. The Challenge Hector heard w ith Joy 


Held by the midſt, athwart and near the: Foe I 
Advanc'd with Steps majeſtically flow. vor ch | 
While round his dauntleſs Head the Greciqus pour | 
Their Stones and Arrows in a mingled; So / | 
Then thus the Monarch great Atrides 5 de 
1 ye Warriors lay the Darts aſide: 
A. Farley Hector abs, a Mellage bears; r 1 | 
We know him by. the Various, Plume, he wears. bn] 
Aw'd by, his high Command. the,Graeks attend, 


While from the Centre ffn: rolls his Eyes. 
On either Hoſt, and thus, tp, both, applies. & B01 Sel 
. 'S | | Here, g 


BGox III. HOMER's ILIAD. 7 


Hear, all ye Trojans, all ye Greeian Bands 
What Paris, Author of the War, demands. 
Your ſhining Swords within the Sheath reſtrain, 125 


And pitch your Lances in the yielding Plain. 
Here, in the midſt, in either Army's ſight, 
He dares the Spabtan King to ſingle Fight; 
And wills / that Helen and the raviſh'd Spoil 
That causd the Conteſt, ſhall reward the Toit. ze 
Let theſe the brave triumphant Victor grace, 
And diff fig) Nations part in Leagues of Peace. 
He ſpoke: in {till Suſpenſe on either ſide 
Each Army ſtobd : The Spartan Chief reply d. 
u wo ye Würriors hear, whoſe fatäf Right 
A World\engages'in the Foils of Bene e Arr. 
ro me. the Labour of the Feld reffggnn 
Me Paris injur d; all the War be flint: 
Fall he that muſt! beneatH' His RIiVal's Arms R 
And live the reſt" fecure of fütürd Hfrms 44 
Two Lats, devel ty yl Coin) K, 
To Eurth a fable" to th — Whit wi = BL 
\ MPrepare ye Tb ir! while 4 tft Weg ring | 
roo B 
157 4 | 
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35 


3 HOMERs ILIAD. Boox III 
145 Let rev'rend Priam in the Truce engage, | 
And add the Sanction of conſid'rate Age; 

His Sons are faithleſs, headlong in Debate, 
And Youth itſelf an empty wav'ring State : 
Cool Age advances venerably wife, 
150 Turns on all hands its deep-diſcerning Eyes; 
Sees what befell, and what may yet befall ; 
_ Concludes from both, and beſt provides for all. 
The Nations hear, with riſing Hopes poſleſt, 
And peaceful Proſpects dawn in ev'ry Breaſt. 
155 Within the Lines they drew their Steeds around, 
And from their Chariots ifſu'd on the Ground: 
Next all unbuckling the rich Mail they wore, 
Lay'd their bright Arms along the ſable Shore. 
On either ſide the meeting Hoſts are ſeen, _ 
166 With Langes fix d, and cloſe the Space between. 
Two Heralds now diſpatch'd to Troy, invite 
The Phrygian Monarch to the Peaceful Rite; 
Talthybius haſtens to the Fleet, to bring 
The Lamb for Jove th' Inviolable King. 


165 Meantime, to beauteous Helen from the Skies 
The various Goddeſs of the Rain-bow flies: Anc 


(Like 
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| (Like fair Laodict in Form and Face, 

The lovelieſt Nymph. of Priamt's — 1550 
Her in the Palace, at her Loom ſhe found; 


The golden Web her own ſad Story crown'd, 2 
The Trojan Wars ſhe weav'd (herſelf the bre) 

And the dire Triumphs of her fatal Eyes 

To whom the Goddeſs of the painted Bl] ũ. | 


Approach, and view the wond'rous Scene below! / 

Fach N Greet and yaliant Trojan 8 ad 

J, dreadful late, and furious for che Eight, |. | 

Now reſt their Spears, or lean upon their Shields 

| Ceasd is the War, and ſilent all' the Fields. 

| S Paris alone and Sparta's King advance, iH e til 

In ſir ingle Fight to toſs the beamy Lance; 80 

Fach met in Arms the Fate of Combate tries, 

Thy Love the Motive, and thy; Charms the Prize; 
This, ſaid, the many: colour d Maid inſpires 

Her Husband's:Love, and wakes her former Fires; 

Her Country, Parents, all, that pee were dear, 135 

Ruſh, to, her Thought, and force à tender er. 

Or her faif Face a ſnowy Veil ſhe. threw. 

_ foftly Gighing, from, the Loom withdrew... 

” =_— Her 
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Her Handmaids Clymene and AMitbra wait 
190 Her ſilent Footſteps to the Scæan Gate. 1 
There ſate the Seniors of the Trojan Race, 18 

(Old Priam's Chiefs, and moſt in Priam's Grace) 4 
The King the firſt; Thymutes at his fide; 

Lampus and Chtius, long in Council try'd; 

195 Panthut, and Hicetaon, once the ſtrong, i 
And next the wiſeſt of the Rev rend "_— 
Antenor grave, and ſage Ucalegon, + GEL 4 
Lean'd on the Walls, and bask'd before the Sun. 
Chiefs, who no more in bloody Fights engage, 

-ooBut Wiſe thro Time, and Narrative with Age, 
In Summer- Days like Graſhoppers rejoice, * 

A bloodleſs Race, that ſend a feeble Voice. 
Theſe, when the Spartan Queen approach'd the Tow r, | 
In ſecret own'd reſiſtleſs Beauty? $s Pow'r: | N 

20; They cry'd, No wonder ſuch Celeſtial ed | 
For nine long Years have ſet the World in Arme 


1 


f 
What winning Graces! what maſeſtick Mien! Ah 
She moves a Goddeſs, and ſhe looks a Queen ! ral 


y 


210 Yet hence oh Heay'n ! convey that fatal F ace, 
© Fall 


And from Deſtruction ſas the Trojan Race. 
2 The 
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The good old Priam welcom'd her, and cry'd, 
Approach my Child, and grace thy Father's Side. 
See on the Plain thy Grecian Spouſe appears, | 
The Friends and Kindred of thy former Years. 2235 
No Crime of thine our preſent Suff*rings draws, 
; Not Thou, but Heav'ns diſpoſing Will, the Cauſe; 
| The Gods theſe Armies and this Force em ploy, 
| | The hoſtile Gods conſpire the Fate of Troy. | 
But lift thy Eyes, and fay, What Greek is He 20 
I (Far as from hence theſe aged Orbs can ſee) 
ä Around whoſe Brow ſuch martial Graces ſhine, 
! So tall, ſo awful, and almoſt Divine? 
| Tho' ſome of larger Stature tread the Green, | 
None match his Grandeur and exalted Mien: 229 
„He ſeems a Monarch, and his Country's Pride. 
Thus ceas d the King, and thus the Fair reply d 
Before thy Preſence, Father, I appear 
With conſcious Shame and reverential Fear. 
n! had I dyd, ere to theſe Walls I fed, 2 
Falſe to my Country and my Nuptial Bed, 
y Brothers, Friends, and Daughter left behind, 
| alfe to them all, to Paris 3 kind! LY 


he 


— 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


11 HOMERs ILIAD. Booklll | 


For, this IL mourn, till Grief or dire Diſeaſe ] 
Shall waſte the Form whoſe Crime it was to pleaſe! ö 
235 The King of Kings, Atrides, you ſurvey, ] 
Great in the War, and great in Arts of Sway. 
My Brother once, before my Days of Shame; 
And oh! that ſtill he bore a Brother's Name 1 
With Wonder Priam view'd the Godlike Man : 


7 
0 =>”. 
I 
4 


240 Extoll'd the happy Prince; and thus began. 
0 bleſt Atrides,! born to proſp'rous Fate, 
Succeſsful. Monarch of a mighty State! 
How vaſt thy Empire? Of yon' matchleſs Train 
What Numbers loſt, what Numbers yet remain? 
245 In Phrygia once were gallant Armies known, 
In ancient Time, when Otreus fill'd the Throne, 
When Godlike Mygdon led their Troops of Horſe] 
And I, to join them, rais d the Trejan Force: JM 
Againſt the Manlike Amazons we ſtood, 1 k 
250 And Sangars Stream ran purple with their Biol Bo 
But far inferior thoſe, in manly Grace | Er. 
And Strength of Numbers, to this Grecian * IU h 
This ſaid, once more he view'd the martial Train: W. 
What's He, whoſe Arms lie ſcatter'd on the Plain Juſt 
; Broad 


W Ga ara ALE! * I Re Te! 
C I a ²˙ l 3 
N 2 8 8 

2 


; pa 
* 
| 1 T. 
6 


Py » we * 


Book III HOMER [LIAD. 13 

Broad is bis Breaſt, his Shoulders larger ſpread; | 255 

Their great Atridet overtops his Head. 

Nor yet appear his Care and Conduct ſmall; 

From Rank to Rank he moves, and orders all. 

Ine ſtately Ram thus meaſures Oer the Ground; 

And, Maſter of the Flocks, ſurveys them round. 

S Then Helew thus. Whom your difcerning „ 

Have ſingled out, is Hhacus the Wiſe! 

A barren Iſtand boaſts his glorious Birth ; 

[ His Fame for Wiſdom fills the ſpacious Earth. 

1 | Antenor took the Word, and thus began: 285 

1 My ſelf, O Ning! have ſeen that wondrous Man; 

When truſting Joze and hoſpitable Laws, 

To Troy he came, to plead the Grecian Cauſe; 

(Great Menelaus urg'd the ſame Requeſt) 

| My Houſe was honour'd with each Royal Gueſt: 270 

| I knew their Perſons, and admir'd their Parts,” 

Boch brave in Arms, and both approvd/in Arts 
Erect, the Spartan moſt engag d our View, 

I Ulyſſes ſeated, greater Rev'rence drew. bil 

in When Atreur Son harangu'd the lining Train, +7; 

n Juſt was his Senſe, and his Expreſſion plain, 


D His 
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His Words ſuccinct, yet full, without a Fault; ; 
He ſpoke no more than juſt the Thing he ought. YI / 
But when U lyſſes. roſe; in Thought profound, 10% \ 
280 His modeſt; Eyes he fix d upon the Ground, e 
As bone unskill'd or dumb, he ſeem'd to ſtanld, 
C 

V 

0 
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Nor rais d his Head, nor {tretch'd his ſceptred Hand; 
But, when he: ſpeaks, what Elocution flows! 
| Soft as the Fleeces of deſcending -Snows _ 
23; The copious; Accents fall, with-caſy Art; 
Melting they fall, and ſink into the Heart!!! 
Wond'ring we hear, and fix d in deep Surprize 
Our Ears refute the Cenſure of our Eyes 
The King then ask d (as yet the Camp he view d) 
290 What Chief is that with Giant Strength endu d, 
Whoſe brawny Shoulders, and whoſe telling Chell, | 
And lofty Stature far exceed the reſt 2 | 
Ajax the great (the beauteous Queen reply d) 3 
Himſelf an Hoſt : the Grecian —_ and Pao ri 
295 dee! bold Idomeneus ſuperior tow'rs Tr 
| Amidſt yon' Circle of his Cretan 8 BW 
| 1 Great as a God! I ſaw him once before, 


With Menelaus, on the Spartan Shore. 
4 The 


The teſt I know, and could in Order name; 
All valiant Chiefs, and Men of mighty Fame. ow 
Yet two are wanting of the num'rous Train, 
Whom long my Eyes ha ve ſouglit, but ſought in vain; 
Cuftor and Pollux, firſt in martial Force, 
One bold on Foot, and one renown'd for Horſe. 
My Brothers theſe ; the ſame our native Shore, 
one Houſe contain'd us, as one Mother bore. 
perhaps the Chiefs, from warlike Toils at caſe, 
For diſtant Troy refus d to failithe Seas: 
| Perhaps their Sword ſome nobler Quarrel as ; 
Aſham' d to combate in their-Siſter's Cauſe 
Ss ſpoke the Fair, nor knew her Brothers Doom, 
Wrapt in the cold Embraces of the Tomb; 
Adorn'd with Honours in their native Shore, 
Silent they ſlept, and heard of Wars no more. 
Meantime the Heralds, thro* the crowded Town, 316 
„Bring the rich Wine and deſtin d Victims down. 
Ldæus Arms the golden Goblets' preſt, 
[Who thus the venerable King addreſt. 


305 


310 


Ariſe, 
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Ariſe, O F ather of the Troja State 


Paris thy Son, and Snarta s King advance. 

In meaſur d Lifts to toſs the weighty Lance; 

And Who his Rival ſhall in Arms ſubdue, 
325 His be the Dame, and his the Treaſure too 


Thus with a laſting League our Toils may . [ 


And Troy. poſſes her fertile Fields in Peace; 
So ſhall the Greeks review. their native Shore, 


To join his milk-white Courſers to the Car: 
He mounts, the Seat, Anteuu at his ſide: 
The gentle Steeds thro! Scæœa's Gates they guide: 
Next from the Car deſcending on the Plain, 

335 Amid the Grecian Hoſt: and Trojan Train 
Slow they proceed: The ſage Uhſes then 
Aroſe, and with him roſe the King of Men. 
On either ſide a cred Herald ſtands, 


zo The Nations call, thy joyful — Waibel, — 
To ſeal the Truce and end the dire Debate. 


Much fam d for gen vous Steeds, for Beauty more 
33e With Grief he heard, and bade the Chiefs prepare 


The Wine they mix, and on each Monarch's Handl | 


: | Pour 
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pour the full Urn; Then drew the Grecia Lord 340 


His Cutlace ſheath d beſide his pondrous Sword. 
From the ſign'd Victims crops the curling Hair, 
The Heralds part it, and the Princes ſhare; 


Then loudly thus before th? attentive Bands 
He calls the Gods, and ſpreads his lifted Hands. 345 


O firſt and greateſt Pow'r.! whom all obey, 


; | Who high on Ida's holy Mountain ſway, 
Eternal Jove! and you bright Orb that roll | 

| From Eaſt to Welt,” and view from Pole to Pole 
Thou Mother Erb f and all ye living Fra! v. 
Infernal Furies, and Tartarean Gods, Ul. 
Who rule the Dead, and horrid Woes prepare 
For perjur d Kings, and all who falſely: ſwear! 


Hear, and be Witneſs. If, by Paris ſlain, 


N Great Menelaus preſs the fatal Plain; Wo \ in“ 355 
The Dame and 'Treafures let the Trojan keepy! | 
And Greece returning (plow the watry Deep: 
If by my Brother Lance the Tybjan blettt; — 
Be his the Wealth and beuuteous Duma derretd : 
be appointed Fine let lion juſtly pay / no ri! 36 
And ev'ry Age record the ſignal Day.! / 10% 
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This H the Phrygians Ahall refuſe to yield, 
Arms muſt revenge, and Mars decide the F 140 
With that, the Chief the tender Victims flew, 
35; And in the Duſt their bleeding Bodies threw, 
The vital Spirit 1fſu'd at the Wound, | 
And left the Members quiv ring on the Ground 


18 


From the ſame Urn they drink the mingled Wine, 


And add Libations to the Pow'rs Divine. 
350 While thus their Pray'rs united mount the Sky; 
Hear mighty Jove! and hear ye Gods on high 
3 And may their Blood who firſt the League confound, 
Shed like this Wine, diſtain the thirſty Ground; 
May all their Conſorts ſerve promiſcuous Luſt, 
;75And all their Race be ſcatter d as the Duſt! 
Thus either Hoſt their Imprecations Join'd, TY 


f 


Which Jove refus'd; and mingled with the Wiod. | 
The Rites now fituſh'd,” rev'rend Priam roſe; 
And thus expreſs d a Heart o'ercharg'd ichen 
380 Ye Greeks and Trojans, let the Chiefs engage, 0 
But ſpare the Weakneſs of why: feeble Age: 
In vonder Walls that Object let me ſnun. 
Nor view the Danger of ſo dear a Str! 
dT A W hoſc 


Th 
Th 
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Whoſe Arms ſhall conquer, and what Prince ſhall fall, 
Heav'n only knows, for Heav'n diſpoſes all. 
This ſaid, the hoary King no longer ſtay'd, 
But on his Car the flaughter'd Victims laid, 
Then ſeiz' d the Reins his gentle Steeds to guide, 


385 


And drove to Troy, Antenor at his Side. 


Bold Hector and Ulyſſes now diſpoſe. 39 


The Liſts of Combate, and the Ground incloſe; 
Next to decide by ſacred Lots prepare, 

IR Who firſt ſhall launce his pointed Wen 1 in Ai. 
The People pray with elevated Hands, | 
And Words like theſe are heard thro allithe Bands. 355 
Immortal Joe! high Heav'n's ſuperior Lord, 
on lofty Ida's holy Mount ador dd! 
Whoe'er involy'd us in this dire Debate, 

Oh give that Author of the War to Fate, 
And Shades Eternal! Let Diviſion ceaſe, . 1, 4% 
And joyful Nations join in Leagues of Peace. 


With Eyes averted Hector haſts to turn 1151 
The Lots of Fight, und ſhakes the brazen Urn. 
Then Parzs,:thine leap'd forth, by fatal Chance 
. the firſt to whirl the weighty Lance. 405 
of" Both 
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Boch Armies ſate, the Combate to ſurvey, F* 
HBeſide each Chief his Azure Armour lay, 5 | 
And xbund the Liſts the gen'rous Courſers neigh. 
The beatteous Warrior now arrays for Fight, 
ue In gilded Artus magnificently bright: 

The Purple Cuiſhes claſp his Thighs around, 
With Flow'rs adern'd, and ſilver Buckles bound: 
Lycums Core let his fair Body dreſt, 

Brac'd in, and fitted to his ſofter Breaſt; 
415 A ratliant Baldric, o'er his Shoulder ty'd, 
Suſtains the Sword that glitters at his ſide. 

His yethfüul Face 4 poliſh'd: Helm o erſpread? 
The wivink "Horſe hair nodded on his Head. 
His figur'd Shield, à ſhining Orb, he takes, 

45e And in his Hahd' a pointed Jaw'lin ſhakes. | 
With equal Speed, und fir d by equal Charms, 

The Spartan Herb theiths his Limbs in Arms. Ty 
Now round the Liſts th admiring Armies ſtand, | Fl 
With Jav'Iitis ix d, the Greef and Fymjan Band. | Bu 
12; Amillſt the drendful Vule the Chiefs advance! Ip. 
All pale with Rage, nen det wing ant Th 
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ne Troja firſt his Ihining aw lin threw; 

Full on Atrides* ringing Shield it flew; 

Nor pierc'd the brazen Orb, but with a Bound 
Leap'd from the Buckler blunted on the Groubd, 430 
| Atrides then his maſſy Lance prepares, 
| In Act to throw, but firſt prefers his Pray'rs. 

6 Give me, great Juve to puniſh lawleſs Luſt, 

| And lay the Trojan gaſping in the Duſt: | 
Deſtroy th* Aggreſſor, aid my righteous Cauſe, 435 
Avenge the Breach of hoſpitable Law! 

1 Let this Example future Times reclaim, 

And guard from Wrong fair Friendſhip's holy Name. 
$ He ſaid, and poiz'd in Air the Jav'lin ſent, 
I, hro Paris Shield the forceful Weapon went, % 
| His Cors let pierces, and his Garment rends, 

: || And glancing downward, near his Flank deſcends. 
© [The wary Trojan, bending from the Blow, + 

* 

( 


Hludes his Death, and diſappoints the Foe: 
But fierce Atrides wav'd his Sword and ſtrogk 
I rull on his Caſque; the crefted Helmet ſhook ;/ 
ns The brittle Steel, unfaithful ts his Hand, | 
„ Broke ſhort : the Fragments glitter d on the Sand. 
* 4 F The 


448 
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The raging Warrior to the ſpacious Skies 


45 Rais d his upbraiding Voice, and „ If 


Then is it vain in Fove! himſelf to truſt ? 

And is it thus the Gods aſſiſt the Jult ? 

When Crimes provoke us, Heav'n Succeh ee 

The Dart falls harmleſs, and the Faulchion flies. 
45; Furious he ſaid, and tow'rd the Grecian Crew. 


(Seiz' d by the Creſt) th' unhappy Warrior drew; 
Struggling he follow'd, while th embroider d Thong] 


That ty'd his Helmet, draggd the Chief along. 
Then had his Ruin-crown'd:1z#trides* Joy, 
460 But Venus trembl'd for the Prince of Troy: 
Unſeen ſhe came, and burſt the golden Band; 
And left an empty Helmet in his Hand. 


The Caſque, enrag d, amidſt the Greeks he chrev;ſ 
The Greeks with Smiles the poliſh'd Trophy vien 


a6; Then, as once more he lifts the deadly Dart, 
In Thirſt of Vengeance, at his Rival's Heart, 
The Queen of Love her favour'd Champion ſhrouds 
(For Gods can all things) in a Veil of Clouds. 
Rais d from the Field the panting Youth ſhe led, 
40 And gently laid him the Bridal Bed, 
wh | 4 With 


ith 


With pleaſing Sweets his fainting Senſe renew, 
And all the Dome perfumes with Heav'nly Deus 
Meantime the brighteſt of the Female Kind, 

The matchleſs Helen Oer the Walls reclin d. 
To her, beſet with T rojan Beauties, came 91 475 
In Grea's Form, the * Laughter- loving Dame: 
(Grea, her Fav'rite Maid, welEskill'dto. cull. 
The ſnowie Fleece, and wind the twiſted Wool 5 A 
The Goddeſs ſoftly ſhook her ſilken Veſt» 


That ſhed Perfumes, and whiſp'ring thus dae, * 


Haſte, happy Nymph ! for thee thy: Paris, Alls 


Safe from the Fight, in yonder lofty Walls 

| LE air as a God with Odours round him mw 

He lies, and waits thee on the well-known Bed: 

Not like a Warrior parted from the Foe, ' 4585 


But ſome gay Dancer in the publick Show. ' 
She ſpoke, and Helen's ſecret Soul was movd; 


Se ſcorn'd the Champion, but the Man ſhe! lov'd. 


Fair Venu Neck, her Eyes that ſparkled Fire, 
And Breaſt, reveal'd the Queen of ſoft Deſire. 490 
Struck with her Preſence, ſtrait the lively Red 
Forſook her Cheek; and, trembling, thus ſhe ſaid. 

7 Then 


Then is it (hill thy Pleaſure to deceive? 22149 f 

And Woman's Frailty always to believe? bak 
495 day, to new Nations mult I cools 6 the Mir. 

For whom- muſt Han break her ſecond Vow? 
Left to Arider, (Victor in the Strife) * | 
bee An odious Conqueſt and a Captive Wife, | 

Hence let me fail: And if thy Paris bear 

My Abſence ill, let Venus caſe his Care. 

A Hand-maid' Goddeſs at his Side to wait, 

Renounce the Glories of thy Heav'nly State, 
_ 50; Be fix'd for ever to the Trojan Shore, 

His Spouſe, or Slave; and mount the Skies no more. 

For me, to lawleſs Love no longer led, 

I ſcorn the Coward, and deteſt his Bed; 

Elſe ſhould I merit everlaſting Shame, 1 30 

zie And keen Reproach, from ev'ry Phrygian e 

IIl fuits it now the Joys of Love to know, 


24 


Too deep my Anguiſh, and too wild my Woe. 1. 
Then thus, incens ens d, the ? Papheas Queen, wa l 


Gy the Pow'r from whom thy Glories riſe ; 
an 1 ef Should 


Book HH. HOMERS TIA. 25 


Should Venus leave thee, ey'ty Cham muff fly, 
Fade from thy Check, and languiſh in thy Eye. 
Ceaſe to provoke me, leſt I make thee more 
The World's Averſion, than their Love befbre; 
Now the bright Prize for which Mankind engage, 
Then, the ſad Victim of — 20112 $20 

At this, the Faireſt of her Sex obey d, 
And veil'd her Bluſhes in a ſilken Shade; 
Unſeen, and ſilent, from the Train ſhe moves ii 
Led by the Goddeſs! of the Smiles and Loves. \ 

Arriv'd, and enter d at the Palace Gate, 52; 1 
The Maids officious round their Miſtreſs wait, 
Then all diſperſing, various Tasks attend; 
The Queen and Goddeſs to the Prince aſcend. 

Full in her Paris” Sight the Queen of Love 

Had plac'd the beauteous Progeny of Jode; 530 
Where, as he view'd her Charms, ſhe turn'd wy 
Her glowing Eyes, and thus began to ſay. 

Is this the Chief, who loſt to Senſe of Shame 
Late fled the Field, and yet ſurvives his Fame? 
Oh hadſt thou dy d beneath the righteous Sword 
Of that brave Man whom once I calbd my Lord! 

G The 


— 


The Boaſter Paris oft deſir d the Day, 
With Hparta's King to meet in ſingle Fray :- 
ai now, once more thy Rival's Rage excite, | | 

540 Provoke Atrides and renew the Fight 
Yet Helen bids thee ſtay, leſt thou Lad 0 
Should'ſt fall an eaſy Conqueſt on the Field. 

The Prince replies; Ah ceaſe, divinely fair, 
Nor add Reproaches to the Wounds I bear, 

545 This Day the Foe: prevail'd by Palla Pow'r ; 
We yet may vanquiſn in a happier Hour: 
There want not Gods to favour us above; 

But let the Buſineſs of our Life be Love: 
Theſe ſofter Moments let Delights employ, 

550 And kind Embraces ſnatch the haſty Joy. 

Not thus I lov'd thee, when from Sparta's Shore 
My forc'd, my willing Heav'nly Prize I bore, 
When firſt entranc'd in Cranat”s Iſle I lap, 272 
Mix'd with thy Soul, and all diſſolv'd away. 

555 Thus having ſpoke, th' enamour'd Phrygian Boy 
Ruſh'd to the Bed, impatient for the Joy. 
Him Helen follow'd flow with baſhful Charms, 
Abd claſp'd the blooming Hero in her Arms. 

3 | While 
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While theſe to Love's delicious Rapture yield, 
The ſtern Atrides rages round the Field: "ah 
So ſome fell Lion whom the Woods obey, | 
Roars thro' the Deſart, and demands his Prey. 
Paris he ſeeks, impatient to deſtroy, 


But ſceks in vain along the Troops of Troy; 
|  Ev'n thoſe had yielded to a Foe fo brave 565 
| | The recreant Warrior, hateful as the Grave. 

g Then ſpeaking thus the King of Kings aroſe; 
e Trojans, Dardans, all our gen'rous Foes! 

| Hear andatteſt! From Heav'nwith Conqueſt crown'd, 

| Our Brother's Arms the juſt Succeſs have found: 570 
Be therefore now the Spartan Wealth reſtor d, 

| Let Argive Helen own her lawful Lord, 

| Th' appointed Fine let Ilion juſtly pay, 

| And Age to Age record this ſignal Day. 


Ne ceas d; His Army's juſt Applauſes riſe, 573 
And the long Shout runs ecchoing thro' the Skies. 
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THIRD BOOK 


F all the Books of the [had, there is ſcarce any mote 
pleaſing than the Third. It may be divided into five 
Parts, each of which has a Beauty different from the 

' other. The firſt contains what paſsd before the two 
Armies, and the Propoſal of the Combate between Paris and 
Menelaus: The Attention and Suſpenſe of theſe mighty Hoſts, 
which were juſt upon the Point of joining Battel, and the lofty 
manner of offering and accepting this important and unex- 
pected Challenge, have ſomething in them wonderfully _ 
and of an amuſing Solemnity. The ſecond Part which de- 
ribes the Behaviour of Helena in this Juncture, her Conference 
with the old King and his Counſellors, with the Review of 
the Heroes from the Battelments, is an Epiſode entirely of 
another ſort, which excels in the Natural and Pathetick. 
The third conſiſts of the Ceremonies of the Oath on both 
ſides and the Preliminaries to the Combate ; wirh the beau- 
tiful Retreat of Priam, who in the Tenderneſs of a Parent 
withdraws from the ſight of the Duel: Theſe Particulars de- 
rain the Reader in Expectation, and heighten his Impatience 
for the Fight irſelf. The fourth is the Deſcription” of the 
Duel, an exact Piece of Painting where we ſee every Atti- 
tude, Motion, and Action of the Combatants particularly 


and diſtinctly, and which cencludes with a farprizing Pro- 
priety, in the reſeue of Pars by lem, The 3 
e 5 that 
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that Goddeſs which makes the fifth Part, and whoſe End is 
to reconcile Paris and Helena, is admirable in every Circum- 
ſtance; The Remonſtrance ſhe holds with the Goddeſs, the 
Reluctance with which ſhe obeys her, the Reproaches ſhe 
caſts upon Paris, and the Flattery and Courtſhip with which 
he ſo ſoon wins her over to him. Helen (the main Cauſe 
of this War) was not to be made an odious Character; She 
is drawn by this great Maſter with the fineſt Strokes, as a 
frail, but not an abandon'd Creature. She has perpetual 
Struggles of Virtue on the one fide, and Softneſſts which 
overcome them on the other. Our Author has been remark- 
ably careful to tell us this; whenever he but ſlightly names 
her in the foregoing Part of his Work ſhe is repreſented at 
the ſame time as repentant; and it is thus we ſee her at large 
at her firſt Appearance in the preſent Book, which is one of 
the ſhorteſt of the whole Iliad, but in recompence has Beau- 
ties almoſt in every Line, and moſt of them ſo obvious that 
to acknowledge them we need only to read them. N 
| TY 


Vr RSE 3. With Shouts the Trojans.] The Book begins 
with a fine Oppoſition of the Noiſe of the Tr9jan Army to 
the Silence of the Græcians. It was but natural to imagine 
this, ſince the former was compos'd of many different Na- 
tions, of various Languages and Strangers to each other ; 
the latter were more united in their Neighbourhood, and under 
Leaders of the ſame Country. But as this Obſervation ſeems 
particularly inſiſted upon by our Author (for he uſes it again 
in the fourth Book, V. 430.) ſo he had a farther Reaſon. 
for it. Pluarch in his Treatiſe of reading the Poets, remarks 
upon this Diſtinction, as a particular Credit to the military 
Diſcipline of the Greeks. And ſeveral ancient Authors tell 
us, it was the Manner of the Barbarians to encounter with 
Shouts and Outeries; as it continues to this Day the Cuſtom 
of the Eaſtern Nations. Perhaps theſe Clamours were only 
to encourage their Men, - inſtead. of martial Inſtruments. I 
think Sir Walter. Raleigh ſays, there never was a People but 
made uſe of ſome fort of Muſick in Battel ; Homer never 


mentions 


the TIRD Book. 

mentions any in the Greek or Trojan Armies, and it is fearce 
to be imagined he would omit a Circumſtance ſo poetical 
without ſome particular Reaſon. The Verb Zaxnif which 
the modern Greeks have fince appropriated to the ſound of a 
Trumpet, is uſed indifferently in our Author for other Sounds, 
as for Thunder in the the 218 Iliad, V. 388. Au de cd 
reytey uc V U . He once names the Trumpet Laar 
in a Himile, upon which Euſtatbius and Didymus obſerve that 
the uſe of it was known in the; Poet's Time, but not in that 
of the Trojan War. And hence we may infer that Homer 
was particularly careful not to confound the Manners of the 
Times he wrote of, with thoſe of the Times he liv'd in. 


II. 
vers 7. The Cranes embody fly.) If Wit has been truly 


deſcrib'd ro be a Similitude in Ideas, and is more excellent as 
that Similitude is more ſurprizing; there cannot be a- truer 
kind of Wit than what is ſhewn in apt Compariſons, eſpe- 
cially when compoſed of ſuch Subjects as having the leaſt Re- 
lation to each other in general, have yet ſome Particular that 
agrees exactly. Of this Nature is the Simile of the Cranes to 
the Trojan Army, where the Fancy of Homer flew to the re- 
moteſt Part of the World for an Image which no Reader 
could have expected. But it is no leſs exact than ſurprizing. 
The Likeneſs conſiſts in two Points, the Voiſe and the Order; 
the latter is ſo obſervable as to have given ſome of the An- 
Cients occaſion to imagine the embatreling of an Army was 
firſt learn'd from the cloſe manner of Flight of theſe Birds. 
But this Part of the Simile not being directly expreſs'd by the 
Author, has been overlook'd by ſome of the Commentators. 
It may be remark'd that Homer has generally a wonderful 
Cloſeneſs in all the Particulars of his Compariſons, - notwith- 
ſtanding he takes a Liberty in his Expreſſion of them. He 
ſeems ſo ſecure of the main Likeneſs, that he makes no ſcru- 
ple to play with the Circumſtances; ſometimes by tranſpoſing 
the Order of them, ſometimes by ſuper- adding them, and ſome- 
times (as in this Place) by neglecting them in ſuch a manner as 
ro leave the Reader to ſupply them himſelf. For the preſent 
5 B b b 


Compariſon, 
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Compariſon, it has been taken by Virgil in the tenth Book, 
and apply'd to the Clamours of Soldiers in the ſame manner. 
JJ 


Krymoniæ dant ſigna grues, atque ethera tranant 
(um ſonitu, fugiuntque Notos clamore ſecundb. 


III. 


VERSE 26. The beauteous Paris came, In Form a God.] This 
is meant by the Epithet Ososidne, as has been ſaid in the 24 
Note on the firſt Book. The Picture here given of Parzss 
Air and Dreſs, is exactly correſpondent to his Character; 
you ſee him endeavouring to mix the fine Gentleman with 
the Warriour ; and this Idea of him Homer takes care to keep 
up, by deſcribing him not without the ſame Regard when he 
is arming to encounter Menelaus afterwards in a cloſe Fight, 
as he ſhews here where he is but preluding and flouriſhing in 
the Gaiety of his Heart. And when he tells us in that Place 
that he was in danger of being ſtrangled by the Strap; gf his 
Helmet, he takes notice that it was Touxtrog, embroider d. 


IV. 


VIS zy. So jo)s a Lion if the branching Deer, Or Moun- 
tain Goat.) The old Scholiaſts refining on this Simile will have 
it that Paris is compar'd to a Goat on account of his Incon- 
tinence, and to a Stag for his Cowardice : To this laſt they 
make an Addition which is very ludicrous, that he is alſo 
| liken'd to a Deer for his Still in Muſick, and cite Ariſtotle to 
prove that Animal delights in Harmony, which Opinion is 
alluded to by Mr. Waller in theſe Lines, [rem - 


Here Love takes ftand, and while ſhe charms the Ear 
Empties his Quer on the hſning Deer. | 


But upon the whole, it is whimſical to imagine this Compa- 
riſon conſiſts in any thing more, than the 5 which Menue- 


laus conceiv'd at the ſight of his Rival, in the hopes of de- 
* | | ſtroying 
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ſtroying him. It is equally. an. Injuſtice to Paris, to abuſe 
him for: underſtanding Muſick, and to repreſent his'Retreat 
as purely the Effect of Fear, which proceeded from his Senſe 
of Guilt with reſpe& to the particular Perſon of Menelaus. 
He appear'd at the Head of the Army to challenge the boldeſt 
of the Enemy: Nor is his Character elſewhere in the Iliad 
by any means that of a Coward. Hector at the end of the 
ſixth Book confeſſes, that no Man could juſtly reproach him as 
ſuch. Nor is he repreſented ſo by Ovid (who copy'd Homer 
very cloſely) in the end of his Epiſtle to Helen. The Moral of 
Homer is much finer : A brave Mind however blinded with 
-- Paſſion is ſenſible of Remorſe as ſoon as the injurd Object 

reſents itſelf ; and Paris never behaves himſelf ill · in War, 
fake when his Spirits are depreſs d by the Conſciouſneſs of an 
Injuſtice. This alſo will account for the ſeeming Incongruity 
of Homer in this Paſſage, who (as they would have-us think) 
paints him a ſhameful Coward, at the ſame time that he is 
perpetually calling him he drome Paris, and Paris hke a 
God. What he ſays immediately afterwards in anſwer to 
Hector's Reproof, will make this yet more clear. 


V. 


VIS 47. As when a Shepherd.) This Compariſon of 
the Serpent is finely imitated by Virgil in the ſecond AÆAneid. 


Improviſum aſpris veluti qui ſentibus anguem 
Preſſit humi nuens, trepiduſq; repentè refugit 
 Attollentem iras, & cerula colla tumenten : 

Haud ſecus Androgeus viſu tremefattus abibat. 


But it may be ſaid to the Ptaiſe of Virgil, that he has ap- 
pyd it upon an Occaſion where it has an additional Beauty. 
Paris upon the ſight of Menelauss Approach, is compar'd to 
a Traveller who — a Snake ſhoot on a ſudden towards him. 
But the Surprize and Danger of Anudrogeus is more lively, be- 
ing juſt-in the reach of his Enemies before he perceiv'd it; 
and the 'Circumſtarice of the Serpent's' rouzing his Creſt, 
which brightens with Anger, finely images the ſhining of 

their 
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their Arms in the Night- time, as they were juſt lifted up to 
deſtroy him. Scaliger criticizes on the needleſs Repetition in 
the Words T&awwoeoog and dveywenrev, which is avoided in the 
Tranſlation. But it muſt be obſerv'd in general, that Zzzle 
Exafneſſes are what we ſhould not look for in Homer; the 
Genius of his Age was too incorrect, and his own too fiery 
to regard them. In 


. 
| Vern 53. As Goa-hke Hector. ] This is the firſt * of 


the Poem where Hector makes a figure, and here it ſeems 
proper to give an Idea of his Character, ſince if he is not 


the chief Heroe of the Iliad, he is at leaſt the moſt amiable. 


There are ſeveral Reaſons which render Hefor a favorite 
Character with every Reader, ſome of which ſhall here be 
offer d. The chief Moral of Homer was to expoſe the ill Ef- 
fects of Diſcord; the Greels were to be ſhewn diſunited, and 

to render that Diſunion the more probable, he has deſign- 
edly given them mixt Characters. The Trojans on the 5 7 
hand were to be repreſented making all Advantages of the 


others Diſagreement, which -w could not do without a ſtrict f 


Union among themſelves. Hector therefore who commanded 
them, muſt be endu'd with all ſuch Qualifications as tended to 
the Preſervation of it; as Achilles with ſuch as promoted the 
contrary. The one ſtands in Contraſte to the other, an ac- 
compliſtrd Character of Valour unruffled by Rage and An- 
ger, and uniting his People by his Prudence and Example. 
Hector has alſo a Foil to ſet him off in his own Family; we 
are perpetually oppoſing in our Minds the Incontinence of 
Paris, who expoſes his Country, to the Temperance of 
Hector who protects it. And indeed it is this Love of his 
Country which appears his principal Paſſion, and the Motive 
of all his Actions. He has no other Blemiſh than that he 
fights in an unjuſt Cauſe, which Homer has yet been careful 
to tell us he would not do, if his Opinion were followed. 
But ſince he cannot prevail, the Affection he bears to his 
Parents and Kindred, and his deſire of defending them, in- 
cites him to do his utmoſt for their Safety. We may add 

| 3 that 
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that Homer having ſo many Greeks to celebrate, makes them 
ſhine in their turns, and ſingly in their ſeveral 'Books, one 
ſucceeding in the Abſence of another: Whereas Hector a 
pears in every Battel the Life and Soul of his Party, and the 
conſtant Bulwark againſt every Enemy : He ſtands againſt 
Agamemnon's Magnanimity, Diomed's Bravery, Hhax's 


Strength, and Achilles's Fury. There is beſides, an acciden- 


tal Cauſe for our liking him. from reading the Writers of 
the Auguſtan Age, eſpecially Virgil, whoſe Favorite he grew 
more particularly from the time when the Cz/ars fancy'd to 
derive their Pedigree from 77. 


VII. 


Van 55. Unhappy Paris, Sc.] It may be obſervd in 
Honour of Homer's Judgment, that the Words which Heclor 
is made to ſpeak here, very ſtrongly mark his Cha- 


racter. They contain a warm Reproach of Cowardice, and 


ſhew him to be touch'd with ſo high a Senſe of Glory, as to 
think Life inſupportable without it. His calling to mind the 
gallant Figure which Paris had made in his Amours to He- 
Ee and oppoſing to it the Image of his Flight from her 
Husband, is a Sarcaſm of the utmoſt Bitterneſs and Vivacity. 
After he has named that Action of the Rape, the Cauſe of 
ſo many Miſchiefs, his inſiſting upon it in ſo many broken 
Periods, thoſe disjointed Shortneſſes of Speech, 


(Ilate TE 0G udya rij ua, 0 TE, ra re Sj, 
Auoueveoy ptv xdeua, rrypeim d oor durd.) 


That haſty manner of Expreſſion without the Connexion of 


Particles, is (as Euſtathius remarks) extreamly natural to a 
Man in Anger, who thinks he can never vent himſelf too 
ſoon. That Contempt of outward Shew, of the Graceful- 
neſs of Perſon, and of the Accompliſhments of a Courtly 
Life, is what correſponds very well with the War-like Tem- 
per of Hector; and theſe Verſes have therefore a Beauty here 
which they want in Horace, however admirably he has tranſ- 
lated them, in the Ode of Nirewss Prophecy. 
| CEC Nequicquam 
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Nequicquam Veneris præſidio ferox, 
Pettes ceſariem ; grataque ſœminis 
Imbelh cithara carmina droides, xc. 


VII. 


VrRSE 72. Aud both ber Warkke Lords.) The Original 
is Nx dvd aixumrduv. The Spouſe of Martial Men. I 
wonder why Madam Dacier choſe to turn it Allice 4 tant de 
braves guerriers, ſince it ſo naturally refers to Theſeus and 
Menelaus, the former Husbands of Helena. 


IX. 


vans 80. Thy curling Neſſes, and thy ſilver Lyre.] k 


is ingeniouſſy remark'd by Dacier, that Homer who celebrates 
the Gyeeks for their long Hair | ##gyxouduwwrag Axa] and 
Achilles for his Skill on the Harp, makes Hector in this Place 
object them both to Paris. The Greeks nouriſhed their Hair 
to appear more dreadful to the Enemy, and Paris to pleaſe 


the Eyes of Women. Achilles ſang to his Harp the Acts of | 


Heroes, and Paris the Amours of Lovers. The ſame reaſon 
which makes Hector here diſpleas d at them, made Alexander 


afterwards refuſe to ſee this Lyre of Paris when offer d to be | 


ſhewn to him, as Plutarch relates the Story in his Oration 
of the Fortune of Alexander. 


X. 


Vr RSE 83. One avenging Blow.) It is in the Greek, Nou 
had been clad in a Coat of Stone. Giphamius would have it to 
mean ſtoned to death on the account of his Adultery : But 
this does 'not appear to have been the Puniſhment of that 
Crime among the Phrygiaus. It ſeems rather to ſignify, 
deſtroy'd by the Fury ke People for the War he had 
brought upon them; or perhaps may imply no more than 
41 laid in his Grave under à Monument of Stones; but 
the former being the ſtronger Senſe is here followed. 
3 XI. VERst 
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Verss 86. 778 juſt, my Brather.| This Speech is a far- 
ther opening of the true Character of Paris. He is a Maſter 
of Civility, no leſs well-bred to his own Sex than courtly to 
the other. The Reproof of Hector was of a ſevere Nature, 
yet he receives it as from a Brother and a Friend, with Can- 
dour and Modeſty. This Anſwer is remarkable for its fine 
Addreſs ; he gives the Heroe a decent and agreeable Reproof 
for having too raſbly depreciated the Gifts of Nature. Ille 
allows the Quality of Courage its utmoſt due, but deſires the 
ſame Juſtice to thoſe ſofter Accompliſhments, which he lets 
him know are no leſs the Favour of Heaven. Then he re- 
moves from himſelf the Charge of want of Valour, by pro- 
poſing the ſingle Combate with the very Man he had juſt 
declined to engage; which having ſhewn him void of any 
Malevolence to his Rival on the one hand, he now proves 
himſelf free from the Imputation of Cowardice on the other. 
Homer draws him (as we have ſeen) ſoft of Speech, the na- 
tural Quality of an amorous 'Temper ; vainly gay in War as 
well as Love; with a Spirit that can be ſurprized and recol- 
lected, that can receive Impreſſions of Shame or Apprehen- 
ſion on the one fide, or of Generofity and Courage on the 
S other; the uſual Diſpoſition of eaſy and courteous Minds 
which are moſt ſubje& to the Rule of Fancy and Paſ- 
fon. Upon the whole, this is no worſe than the Picture of 
a gentle Knight, and one might fancy the Heroes of the mo- 
dern Romance were form'd upon the Model of Paris. 


XII. 


Vers 108. Much fam'd for gen'rous Steeds, for Beauty 
more.) The Original is, "Agyog & Irrer, x; AaU,p nana- 
LE. Perhaps this Line is tranſlated too cloſe to 
the Letter, and the Epithets might have been omitted. But 
there are ſome Traits and Particularities of this Nature, which 
methinks preſerve to the Reader the Air of Homer. Art leaſt 
the latter of theſe Circumſtances, that Greece was eminent 


for 
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for beautiful Nomen, ſeems not improper to be mention'd by 
him who had raisd a War on the account of a Grecian 
Beauty. 2 

X.III. 


VrRSsE 109. The Challenge Hector heard with Joy.) Hector 
ſtays not to reply to his Brother, but runs away with the 
Challenge immediately. He looks upon all the 7rojans as 
diſgrac'd by the late Flight of Paris, and thinks not a Mo- 
ment is to be loſt to regain the Honour of his Country. The 
Activity he ſhews in all this Affair wonderfully agrees with 
the Spirit of a Soldier. 88 9 N 


wr. 


Vr RSE 123. Hear all ye Trojan, all ye Grecian Jon 
It has been ask'd how the different Nations could underſtan 
one another in theſe Conferences, ſince we have no mention 
in Homer of any Interpreter between them? He who was ſo 
very particular in the moſt minute Points, can hardly be 
thought to have been negligent in this. Some Reaſons may 
be offer'd that they both ſpoke the ſame Language ; for the 
Trojans (as may be ſeen in Dion. Halic. hb. 1.) were of Gre- 
cian Extraction originally. Dardanus the firſt of their Kings 
was born in Arcadia; and even their Names were „ 
Greek, as Hector, Anchiſes, Andromache, Aftyanax, &c. Of 
the laſt of theſe in particular Homer gives us a Derivation 
which is purely Greek in Il. 6. V. 403. But however it 
be, this is no more (as Dacier ſomewhere obſerves) than the 
juſt Privilege of Poetry. MÆneas and Turnus underſtand each 
other in eel and the Language of the Poet is ſuppos'd to 
be univerſally intelligible, not only between different Coun- 
tries, but between Earth and Heaven itſelf. 


XV. 


VI ISE 135. Me 00 ye Warriors hear, &c.] We may ob- 
ſerve what care Homer takes to give every one his proper 
Character, and how this Speech of Menelaus is adapted I 
| the 
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the Laconick; which the better to comprehend, we may re- 
member there are in Homer three Speakers of different Cha- 
raters, agreeable to the three different kinds of Eloquence. 
Theſe we may compare with each other in one Inſtance, ſup- 
poſing them all to uſe the ſame Heads, and in the ſame 
Order. 

The Materials of the Speech are; The manifeſting his 
Grief for the War, with the hopes that it is in his Power to 
end it; an Acceptance of the propos d Challenge; an Ac- 


Propoſal of a proper Caution to ſecure it. 

Now had Neftor theſe Materials to work upon, he would pro- 
bably have begun with a Relation of all the Troubles of the nine 
Year's Siege which he hop'd he might now bring to an end; he 
would court their Benevolence and good Wiſhes for his Proſpe- 


the Challenge, he would have given an Example to prove that 
the ſingle Combate was a wiſe, gallant, and gentle way of 
ending the War, practis d by their Fathers; in the Deſcrip- 
tion of the Rites he would be exceeding particular; and 


of his Sons, he would place in Oppoſition on one ſide the 
Son's Action which began the War, and on the other the Im- 
3 of Concern or Repentance which it muſt by this time 
ave made in the Father's Mind, whoſe Wiſdom he would 
W undoubredly extol as the effect of his Age. All this he would 
have expatiated upon with Connexions of the Diſcourſes in 
the moſt evident manner, and the moſt eaſy, gliding, undiſo- 
bliging Tranſitions. The Effe& would be, that the People 
would hear him with Pleaſure. 
Had it been Ulyſſes who was to make the Speech, he would 
have mention'd a few of their moſt affecting Calamities in a 


pathetick Air; then have undertaken the Fight with teſtify- 


ing fuch a chearful Joy, as ſhould have won the Hearts of 
the Soldiers to follow him to the Field without being deſired. 
He would have been exceeding cautious in wording the Con- 
ditions ; and folemn rather than particular in ſpeaking of the 
Rires, which he would only inſiſt on as an rtunity to 
exhort both ſides to a fear of the Gods, and a ſtrict 3 

PFs | Ddd of 


count of the Ceremonies to be us d in the League; and a 


rity with all the Figures of Amplification ; while he accepted 


when he choſe to demand the Sanction of Priam rather than 
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of Juſtice. He would have remonſtrated the uſe of ſending | 


for Priam; and (becauſe no Caution could be too much) have 
demanded his Sons to be bound with him. For a Concluſion 
he would have usd ſome noble Sentiment agreeable to a He- 


roe, and (it may be) have enforc'd it with ſome inſpirited Action. 
In all this you would have known that the Diſcourſe hung 


together, but its Fire would not always ſuffer it to be ſeen 


in cooler Tranſitions, which (when they are too nicely laid 


open) may conduct the Reader, but never carry him away. 
The People would hear him with Emotion. | 

Theſe Materials being given to Menelaus, he but juſt 
mentions their Troubles, and his Satisfaction in the Proſpect 
of ending them, ſhortens the Propoſals, ſays a Sacrifice is 
neceſſary, requires Priams Preſence to confirm the Conditi- 
ons, refuſes his Sons with a Reſentment of that Injury he 
ſuffer d by them, and concludes with a Reaſon for his Choice 
from the Praiſe of Age, with a ſhort Gravity, and the Air 
of an Apothegm. This he puts in order without any more 
Tranſition than what a ſingle Conjunction affords. And 


the effect of the Diſcourſe is, that the People are inſtructed. 


by it in what is to be done. 
XVI. 


VIRSE 141. Two Lambs devoted.) The Trojans (ſays 
the old Scholiaſt) were required to ſacrifice two Lambs; 
one Male, of a white Colour, to the Sun, and one Female, 
and black, to the Earth; as the Sun is Father of Light, and 
the Earth the Mother and Nurſe of Men. The Greeks were 
to offer a third to Jupiter, perhaps to Jupiter Xenins becauſe 
the Trojans had 2 the Laws of Hoſpitality: on which 
account we find Menelaus afterwards invoking him in the 
Combate with Paris. That theſe were the Powers to which 
they facrific'd, appears by their being atteſted by Name in 
the Oath, V. 340. el 


XVII. 
VIIASE 153. The Nations hear, with riſing Hopes poſſeſt.) 


It ſeem'd no more than what the Reader would reaſonably 
h | 4 expect , 


A a oo I or © am a om «cc «a. 
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expect, in the Narration of KEN | long War, that a Period 
might have been put to it by the ſingle danger of the Parties 


chiefly concern'd, Paris and Menelaus. Homer has there- 


fore taken care toward the beginning of his Poem to ob- 
viate that Objection ; and contriv'd ſuch a Method to ren- 
der this Combate of no effect, as ſhould naturally make way 
for all the enſuing Battels, without any future Proſpect of a 
Determination but by the Sword. It is farther worth ob- 
ſerving, in what manner he has improved into Poetry the 
common Hiſtory of this Action, if (as one may imagine) it 
was the ſame with that we have in the ſecond Book of Diciys 
Cretenſis. When Paris (ſays he) being wounded by the Spear 
of Menelaus fell to the Ground, juſt as his Adverſary was ruſh- 
ing upon him with his Sword, he was ſhot by an Arrow from 
Pandarus, which prevented his Revenge in the Moment he was 
going to tale it. Immediately on the ſight of this per fidious 
Action, the Greeks roſe in a Tumult; the "Trojans riſing at 
the ſame time, came on, and reſcued Paris from his Enemy. 
Homer has with great Art and Invention mingled all this 
with the Marvellous, and rais'd it in the Air of Fable. The 
Goddeſs of Love reſcues her Favourite; Jupiter debates whether 
or no the War ſhall end by the Defeat of Paris; Juno is for 
the Continuance of it; Minerva incites Pandarus to break 
the Truce, who thereupon ſhoots at Menelaus. This heigh- 
tens the Grandeur of x Action without deſtroying the Ve- 
riſimilitude, diverſifies the Poem, and exhibits a fine Moral; 
that whatever ſeems in the World the Effect of common 


| Gods. 


Cauſes, is really owing to the Decree and Diſpoſition of the 


XVIIL 


VERSE 165. Mean while to beauteous Helen, &c.| The 


following Part where we have the firſt fight of Helena, is 


what I cannot think inferior to any in the Poem. The Rea- 
der has naturally an Averſion-to this pernicious Beauty, and 
is apt enough to wonder at the Greets for endeavouring to 
recover her at ſuch an Expence. But her amiable Behaviour 
here, the ſecret Wiſhes that riſe in favour of her rightful 

Lord, 
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Lord, her Tenderneſs for her Parents and Relations, the Re- 


lentings of her Soul far the Miſchiefs her Beauty had been 


the Cauſe of, the Confuſion ſhe appears in, the veiling her 
Face and dropping a Tear, are Particulars ſo beautifully na- 
tural, as to make every Reader no leſs than Menelaus him- 
ſelf, inclin'd to forgive her at leaſt, if not ro love her. We 
are afterwards confirm'd in this Partiality by the Sentiment 
of the old Counſellors upon the fight of her, which one 
would think Homer put into their Mouths with that v 

view: We excuſe her no more than Priam does himſelf, and 


all thoſe do who felt the Calamities ſhe occafion'd: And this 


Regard for her is heighten'd by all ſhe ſays herſelf; in which 
there is ſcarce a word that is not big with Repentance and 
Good-nature. 

XIX. 


Vzxsz 170. The golden Web her own ſad Story crown'd.) 
This is a very agreeable Fiction, to repreſent Helena weaving 
in a large Veil, or Piece of 4 the Story of the 779n 
War. One would think that inherited this Veil, and 
char his [had is only an Explication of that admirable Piece 
of Art. Dacier. a e 


XX. 


VIS 201. Like ages This is one of the juſteſt 
and moſt natural Images in the World, tho? there have been 
Criticks of fo little Tafte as to object to it as a mean one. 
The Garrulity ſo common to old Men, their Delight in Aſſo- 
ciating with each other, the feeble Sound of he Voices, 
the Pleaſure they take in a Snn-ſhiny Day, the Effects of 
Decay in their Chillneſs, Leanneſs, and Scarcity of Blood, 
are all Circumſtances exactly paralletd in this Compariſon. 
To make it yet more proper to the old Men of 77, Zuſta- 
thus has oblerv'd that Homer found a Hint for this Simile in 
the 7r9jan Story, where Tubom was feign'd to have been tranſ- 
form'd into a cs im his old Age, perhaps on account 
of his being fo by Years as to have nothing left 
him but Voice. Spondanss wonders that Homer fhould apply 

to 


* 
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to Graſhoppers ine azgudsooav, a ſweet Hoice, whereas that of 
theſe Animals is harſh and untuneful; and he is contented 
to come off with a very poor Evaſion of Homero fingere quid- 
libet fas fuit. But Heſychius rightly obſerves that azgdey ſig- 
nifies d ae, tener or gracilis, as well as ſuavis. The Senſe 
is certainly much better, and the Simile more truly preſerv'd 
by this Interpretation, which is here follow'd in * it 
feeble. However it may be alledg'd in Defence of the com- 
mon Verſions, and of Madam Dacier's (who has turn'd it 
 Harmonieuſe) that tho Virgil gives the Epithet raucæ to Ci- 
cadæ, yet the Greek Poets frequently deſcribe the Graſhopper 
as a muſical Creature, particularly Anacreon, and Theocruus 
Idyl. 1. where a Shepherd praiſes another's ſinging by telling 


him, | | | 
Te rleyos ent Thys Qegregov dlokig. 
It is remarkable that Mr. Hobbes has omitted this beautiful 
Simile. | 
XXI. 


CD . Ty Wa www—_— 


VERsE 203. Theſe, when the Spartan Fair approach d.] 
Madam Dacier is of Opinion there was never a greater Pane- 
gyrick upon Beauty than what Homer has found the Art to 
give it in this Place. An Aſſembly of venerable old Coun- 
ellors, who had ſuffer'd all the Calamities of a tedious War, 


Q and were conſulting upon the Methods to put a Concluſion 
n to it, ſeeing the only Cauſe of it approaching towards them, 
e. are ſtruck with her Charms, and cry out, No wonder / &c. 
* Nevertheleſs they afterwards recolle& themſelves, and con- 
s, clude to part with her for the publick Safety. If Homer had 
of carry'd theſe old Mens Admiration any farther, he had been 
d, faulty of outraging Nature, and offending againſt Probabi- 
n. ity. The Old are capable of being wn: with Beauty by 
* the Eye; but Age ſecures them from the Tyranny of Paſſion, 
in and the Effect is but tranſitory, for Prudence ſoon regains its 
"a Dominion over them. Homer always goes as far as he 
nt ſhould, but conſtantly ſtops juſt where he ought. Dacier. 

ft The ſame Writer compares to this the — of Holofernes's 
ly || Soldiers on the fight of Judith, Ch. 10. V. 18, But tho 
to | E there 
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there be a Reſemblance in the Words, the Beanty is no way 
parallel; the Grace of this conſiſting in the Age and Cha- 
rater of thoſe who ſpeak it. There is ſomething very gal- 
tant upon the Beauty of Helen in one of Lucian Dialogues, 
Mercury ſhews Menippus the Sculls of ſeveral fine Women; 
and when the Philoſopher is moralizing upon that of Helen, 
Was it for this a thouſand Ships ſaild from Greece, ſo many 
Brave Men dyd, and ſo many Cities were defiroyd? My Friend 
(fays Mercury) tis true; but what you behold is only her Scull, 
had you ſeen her Face you would have been of their Opinion, 
and have done the very ſame thing. 9 


XXII. 


Vr RSE 211. The good old Priam.] The Character of a 
benevolent old Man is very well preſerv'd in Priam's Beha- 
viour to Helena. Upon the Confuſion he obſerves her in, 
he encourages her by attributing the Misfortunes of the War 
ro the Gods alone, ,and not to her Fault. This Sentiment 
is alſo very agreeable to the natural Piety of old Age ; thoſe 
who have had the longeſt Experience of human Accidents and 
Events, being moſt inclin'd to aſcribe the Diſpoſal of all things 
to the Will of Heaven. It is this Piety that renders Priam 
a Favourite of Jupiter (as we find in the beginning of the 
fourth Book) which for ſome time delays the Deſtruction of 
Troy; while his ſoft Nature and Indulgence for his Children 
makes him continue a War which ruines him. Theſe are 
the two principal Points of Priam's Character, tho there are 
ſeveral leſſer Particularities, among which we may obſerve 
the Curioſity and inquiſitive Humour of old Age, which gives 
occaſion to the following Epiſode. 


XXIII. 


Vensk 219. And ſay, what Chief is be ?] This View of 
the Grecian Leaders from the Walls of Troy, is juſtly look'd 
| up as an Epiſode of great Beauty, as well as a Maſterpiece 

of Conduct in Homer; who by this means acquaints the Rea- 
ders with the Figure and Qualifications of each Heroe in a 
4 more 
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more lively and agreeable manner. Several great Poets have 
been engag'd by the Beauty of this Paſſage to an Imitation 
of it. In the ſeventh Book of Hatius, Phorbas ſtanding 
with Auigane on the Tower of Thebes, ſhews her the Forces 
25 they were drawn up, and deſcribes their Commanders 
who were I of Baer. It is alſo imi- 
tated by Ta//e in his third Book, where Erminia from the 
Walls of Jeruſalem points out the chief Warriours to the 
King; tho! the latter part is perhaps copied too cloſely and 
minutely ; for he deſcribes Godfrey to be of a Port that be- 
ſpeaks him a Prince, the next of ſomewhat a lower Stature, 
a third renown'd for his Wiſdom, and then another is diſtin- 
gviſh'd by the Largeneſs of his Cheſt tnd Breadth of his 
Shoulders: Which are not only the very Particulars, but in 
the very Order of Homer's. | Fa 
But however this manner of Introduction has been admir'd, 
there have not been wanting ſome Exceptions to a Particular 
or two. Hraliger asks, bow it happens that Priam, after nine 
Years Siege, ſhould be yet unacquainted with the Faces of the 
Grecian Leaders? This was an old Cavil, as appears by the 
Hebalia that paſs under the Name of Didymus, where it is 
very well anſwer'd, that Homer has juſt before taken care to 
tell us the Heroes had put off their Armour on this occaſion 
of the Truce, which had conceal'd their Perſons *till now. 
Others have objected to Priams not knowing Ulyſſes, who 
(as it appears afterwards) had been at Troy on an Embaſſy. 
The anſwer is, that this might ha — either from the Dim- 
neſs of Priam's Sight, or Defect of his Memory, or from the 
Change of Ulyſſes Features ſince that time. | 


XXIV. 


VIISE 227. Before thy Preſence.) Helen is ſo overs 
whelmed with Grief and Shame, that ſhe is unable to give a 
direct Anſwer to Priam without firſt humbling herſelf before 
him, acknowledging her Crime, and teſtifying her Repent- 
ance. And ſhe no ſooner anſwers by naming Agamemnon, 
but her Sorrows renew at the Name; He was once my Bro- 
ther / but I am now a Wretch unworthy to call him 0. * 

5 XXV. 
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others in Homer, and which he propos'd as 
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XXV. 
VERSE 236. Great in the War, and great in Arts of Sway.) 
This was the Verſe which Alexander the on to all 
e Pattern of 


his own Actions, as including whatever can be deſired in a 
Prince. Plus. Orat. de fort. Alex. 1. 


XXVI. 


VERSE 240. Extoll'd the happy Prince.) It was very natu- 
ral for Pr:am on this occaſion, to compare the declining 
Condition of his Kingdom with the flouriſhing State of Aga- 
memnor's, and to oppoſe his own Miſery (who had loſt moſt 
of his Sons and his braveſt Warriours) to the Felicity of the 
other, in being yet Maſter of ſo gallant an Army. After 
this the Humour of old Age breaks out, in the Narration of 
what Armies he had formerly ſeen, and bore a Part in the 
Command of; as well as what Feats of Valour he had then 
performed. Beſides which this Praiſe of the Greeks from 


the Mouth of an Enemy, was no ſmall Encomium of Homer's 
Countrymen. 


XXVII. 


Vr ASE 258. From Rank to Rand he moves.) The Vigilance 
and Inſpection of Ulyſſes were very proper Marks to diſtinguiſh 
him, and agree with his Character of a wiſe Man no leſs, 
than the Grandeur and Majeſty before deſcribed with that of 
Agamemnon, as the ſupreme Ruler; whereas we find Ahax 


| afterwards taken notice of only for his Bulk, as a heavy He- 


roe without Parts or Authority. This Decorum is obſervable. 


XXVIII. 


 VExst 271. I knew their Perſons, &c.] In this View of 

the Leaders of the Army it had been an Overſight in Homer 

to have taken no Notice of Menelaus, who was not only 4 
0 


the TAHIRD Book! 
of the Principal of them, but was immediately to engage the 
Obſervation of the Reader in the ſingle Combate. On the 
other hand it had been a high Indecorum to have made He- 
lena ſpeak of him. He has therefore put his Praiſes into the 
Mouth of Aurenor; which was alſo a more artful way than 
to have preſented him to the Eye of Priam in the ſame man- 
ner with the reſt: It appears from hence what a Regard he 
has had both to Decency and Variety in the Conduct of his 
Poem. This Paſſage concerning the different Eloquence of 
Meuelaus and Ulyſſes is inexpreſſibly juſt and beautiful. The 
cloſe, Laconick Conciſeneſs of the one, is finely oppoſite to 
| the copious, vehement, and penetrating Oratory of the other ; 
which is ſo exquilitely deſcrib'd in the Simile of the Snow, 
falling faſt, and ſinking deep. For it is in this the Beauty 
of the Compariſon conſiſts according to Quintilian, I. I 2. c. 10. 
In Ulyſſe facundiam & magnitudinem junxit, cui orationem ni- 
vibus hybernis copia verborum atque impetu parem tribuit. 
We may ſet in the ſame Light with theſe the Character of 
Meſtor's Eloquence, which conſiſted in Softneſs and Perſua- 
ſiveneſs, and is therefore (in Contradiſtinction to this of 
Ulyſſes) compar'd to Honey which drops gently and ſlowly: 
a manner of Speech extremely natural to a benevolent old 
Man, ſuch as /Veſtor is repreſented. Auſonius has elegantly 
f * theſe three kinds of Oratory in the following 
= V crles. 


Dulcem in paucis ut Pliſthenidem, 
Et 7orreatem ccu Dulichii 
Ningida dicta. 
Et melluæ nectare vocis 
Dulcia fatu verba canentem 
Neſtora regem. 


XXIX. 


VERSE 278. He ſpole no more than juſt the thing he ouglbt. 
Chapman in his Notes on this Place and on the ſecond Book, 
has deſcribed Menelaus as a Character of Ridicule and Sim- 
plicity. He takes advantage from the word ue here * 
F ule 
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uſe of, to interpret that of the Hhrillneſs of his Voice, which 
was aþply'd to the Acueneſi of his Senſe ; He obſerves that 


this ſort of Voice is a Mark of a Fool; that Menelauss com- 


ing to his Brother's Feaſt uninvited in the ſecond Book has 


occaſion d a Proverb of Folly ; that the Excuſe Homer him- 
ſelf makes for it (becauſe his Brother might forget to invite 
him thro much Buſineſs) is purely ironical ; that the Epithet 


aan; which is often apply'd to him, ſhould not be tranſ- 
lated warlile, hut one who had an Affectation of loving War. 
In ſhort, that he was a weak Prince, play'd upon by others, 


ſhort in Speech, and of a bad Pronunciation, valiant only by 


fits, and ſometimes ſtumbling upon good Matter in his 
Speeches, as may happen to the moſt ſlender Capacity. This 
is one of the Myſteries which that Tranſlator boaſts to have 
found in Homer. But as it is no way conſiſtent with the Art 
of the Poet, to draw the Perfon in whoſe behalf he engages 
the World, in ſuch a manner as no Regard. ſhould be con- 
ceiv'd for him; we muſt endeavour to. reſcue him from this 


Miſrepreſentation. Firſt then, the preſent Paſſage is taken by 
Antiquity: in general to be apply'd not to his Pronunciation, 
but his Eloquence. So AHuſonius in the foregoing Citation, and 


Cicero de claris Oratoribus: Menelaum ipſum dulcem illum quidem 


tradi Homerus, ſed pauca loquentem. And Qumthan l. 12. 


c. io. Homerus brevem cum animi jucunduate, & propriam 
(d enim eſt non errare verbis) & carentem ſupervacuis, Elo- 


 quenttam Menelao dedu, &c. Secondly, tho' his coming un- 


invited may have occaſion'd a jeſting Proverb, it may natu- 
rally be accounted for on the Principle of brotherly Love, 
which ſo viſibly characteriſes both him and Agamemnon 
throughout the Poem. Thirdly, gu may import a 
Love of War, but not an ungrounded Affectation. Upon 


the whole, his Character is by no means contemptible, tho 


not of the moſt ſhining Nature. He is called indeed in the 
17th Iliad uad danòg alxumris, a ſoft Warrior, or one whole 
Strength is of the ſecond rate, and ſo his Brother thought 
him when he prefer d nine before him to fight with Hettor 


in the uh Book. But on the other hand, his Courage gives 


him a conſiderable Figure in * me Paris, defending 
the Body of Patroclus, reſcuing Ulyſes, wounding Helenus, 
; killing 


yde4.29 293 Nf . 


+» Þ © 


1 —_— * 3 


make him amiable enough to obtain it. 
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vate Injuries, which. brings him to the War with a Spirit of 
Revenge in the ſecond Book, makes him blaſpheme Aren 
in the third, when Paris eſcapes him, and curſe the Grecians 


in the ſeventh when they heſitate to accept Hector Chal- 


lenge. But this alſo is qualify'd with a Compaſſion for thoſe 
who ſuffer in his Cauſe, which he every where manifeſts upon 
proper Occaſions ; and with an Induſtry to gratify others, as 
when he obeys Ajax in the ſeventeenth Book, and goes up- 


on his Errand to find Auilochus, with ſome other Condeſcen- 


ſions of the like nature. Thus his Character is compos'd of 
Qualities which give him no uneaſy Superiority over others 
while he wants their Aſſiſtance, and mingled with ſuch as 


XX. 


Vzxsz 280. His modeſt. Eyes, &c.] This Behaviour of 
Ulyſſes is copy'd by Ovid, Met. 13. ; 
Aſtitit, atque oculos parum tellure moratos 
Suftultt | 


What follows in the Greet tranſlated word for word runs 
thus: He ſeew'd lite a Fool, you would have thought him in 
a Rage, or a Madman. How oddly this would appear in our 


| Language 1 appeal to thoſe who have read Ogz/by. The 


whole Period means no more than to deſcribe that Behaviour 
which is commonly remarkable in a modeſt and ſenſible Man 
who ſpeaks in publick: His Diffidence and Reſpe& gives him 
at his firſt riſing a fort of Confuſion, which is not indecent, 


and which ſerves but the more to heighten the Surprize and 
Eſteem of thoſe who hear him. 
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killing Eupborbus, &c. He is full of Reſentment for his pri- 


VI ISE 309. Perhaps their Swords.) This is another Stroke 


of Helens Concern: The Senſe of her Crime is perpetually 
afflicting her, and awakes upon every occaſion, The 
5 | 1 Lines 
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Lines that follow wherein Homer gives us to underſtand that 
Caftor and Pollux were now dead, are finely introduc'd and 
in the Spirit of Poetry; the Muſe is ſuppos d to know every 
thing, paſt and to come, and to ſee things diſtant as well 
as preſent. . N 


XXXII. 


Vexse 315. Mean time the Heralds, &c.\ It may not be 
unpleaſing to the Reader to compare the Deſcription of the 
Ceremonies of the League in the following Part, with that 
of Virgil in the twelfth Book. The Preparations, the Pro- 
ceſſion of the Kings, and their LOG are much more ſo- 
lemn and poetical in the latter; the Oath and Adjurations 
are equally noble in both. | 


XXXIII. 


> VERSE 342. The curling Hair.] We have here the whole 
Ceremonial of the ſolemn Oath, as it was obſerv'd anciently 
by the Nations our Author deſcribes. I muſt take this Occa- 
ſion of remarking that we might ſpare our ſelves the trouble 
of reading moſt Books of Grecian Antiquities, only by being 
well vers d in Homer. They are generally bare Tranſcripti- 
ons of him, but with this unneceſſary Addition, that after 
having quoted any thing in Verſe, they ſay the ſame over 
again in Proſe, The Antiquitates Homericæ of Fenthius may 
ſerve as an Inſtance of this. What my Lord Bacon obſerves 
of Authors in general, is particularly applicable to theſe of 


Antiquities, that they write for Oſtentation not for Inſtruc- 


tion, and that their Works are perpetual Repetitions. 


XXXIV. 


VersE 361. And Age to Age record the ſignal Day.) *Hr: 

* E0Toevoi: mer dwgirow niamra, This ſeems the natural 
Senſe of the Line, and not as Madam Dacier renders it, 
the Tribute ſhall be paid to the Pofterity of the Greeks for 
ever. I think ſhe is ſingle in that Explication, the Ma- 
Jority of the Interpreters taking it to ſignify that the Victo- 
ry 


the THIRD Book. 


of the Greciaus and this Pecuniary Acknowledgment 


ſhould be recorded to all Poſterity. If it means any more 
than this, at leaſt it cannot come up to the Senſe Madam 
Dacier gives it; for a Nation put under perpetual Tribute 
is rather enſlaved, than received to Friendſhip and Alliance, 
which are the Terms of Agamemnon's Speech. It ſeems ra- 
ther to be a Fine demanded as a Recompence for the Ex- 

nces of the War, which being made over to the Greets 
Foul remain to their Poſterity for ever, that is to ſay, which 
they ſhould never be moleſted for, or which ſhould never be 
redemanded in any Age as a Caſe of Injury. The Phraſe is the 
fame we uſe at this Day, when any Purchaſe or Grant is at 
once made over to a Man and his Heirs for ever. With this 
will agree the Schohaft's Note, which tells us the Mul& was 
reported to have been half the Goods then in the beſteg'd 
City. | . 


XXXV. 


VrxSF 364. The Chief the tender Victims flew.) One of 
the grand Objections which the Ignorance of ſome Moderns 
has rais'd againſt Homer, is what they call a Defe@ in the 
Manners of his Heroes. They are ſhock'd to find his Kings 
employ'd in ſuch Offices as ſlaughtering of Beaſts, Sc. But 
they forget that ſacrificing was the moſt ſolemn Act of Re- 
ligion, and that Kings of old in moſt Nations were alſo 
| Chief-Prieſts. This, among other Objections of the ſame 
kind, the Reader may ſee anſwered in the Preface. 


XXXVI. 


Vis B 433. Give me, great Jove.] Homer puts a Prayet 
in the Mouth of Mene laus, but none in Paris: Menelaus is the 
Perſon injur d and innocent, and may therefore apply to God 


for Juſtice ; but Paris who is the Criminal, remains ſilent. 
Spondanus. 
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XXXVII. 


Vr ASE 447. The brittle Steel, unfaithful to his Hand, Brake 
hort. This Verſe is cut to expreſs the Thing it deſcribes, 
the ſnapping ſhort of the Sword. *Tis the Obſervation of 
Euſtathius on this Line of the Original, that we do not only 
ſee the Action, but imagine we hear the Sound of the break- 
ing Sword in that of the Words, Text T2 H rerga d dr 
Exreos Neige. And that Homer deſign'd it, may appear from 


his having twice pot in the Ora (which was a Letter unne- 
c 


ceſſary) to cauſe this Harſhneſs in the Verſe. As this Beauty 


could not be preſer wd in our Language, it is endeavour'd in 


the Tranſlation to ſupply it with 


omething parallel. 
XXXVIII. 


VERSE 479. The Goddeſs ſoftly ſhook, &c.] Venus having 
convey'd Paris in Safety to his Chamber, Reer to Helena 
who had been Spectator of his Defeat, in order to draw her 
to his Love. The better to bring this about, ſhe firſt takes 
upon her the moſt proper Form in the World, that of a fa- 
vourite Servant-Maid, and awakens her Paſſion by repreſenting 
to her the beautiful Figure of his Perſon. Next afluming her 


own Shape ſhe frightens her into a Complyance, notwith- 


ſtanding all the Struggles of Shame, Fear, and Anger, which 
break out in her Speech to the Goddeſs. This Machine is 
Allegorical, and means no more than the Power of Love tri- 
um Live over all the Conſiderations of Honour, Eaſe, and 
Safety. It has an excellent Effect as to the Poem, in pre- 
ſerving ſtill in ſome degree our good Opinion of 2 up 
whom we look upon with Com Kon as conſtrain'd by a ſu- 
perior Power, and whoſe Speech tends to juſtify her in the 
Eye of the Reader, 


XXXIX. 


Vans 487. She ſpoke, and Helen's ſecret Soul was mot) d. 
Nothing is more fine than this; the firſt Thought of Pars 


Beauty 
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Beauty overcomes (unawares to herſelf) the Contempt ſhe 
had that Moment conceiv'd of him upon his Overthrow. 
This Motion is but natural, and before ſhe perceives the 
Deity. When the Affections of a Woman have been tho- 
roughly gained, tho they may be alienated for a while, they 

ſoon return upon her. Homer knew (lays Madam Dacier) 
what a Woman is capable of, who had once lov d. 


„ 


VErsE 507. For me, to lawleſs Love no longer led, L ſtorn the 
Coward.) We have here another Branch of the Female Charac- 
ter, which is, to be ruled in their Attaches by Succeſs; Helen 
finding the Victory belong'd to Menelaus, es herſelf ſecretly 
of having forſaken him for the other, and immediately entertains 
a high Opinion of the Man ſhe had once deſpiſed. One may 

add that the Fair Sex are generally Admirers of Courage, and 
naturally Friends to great Soldiers. Paris was no Stranger 
to this Diſpoſition in them, and had formerly endeavour'd to 
give her that Opinion of himſelf; as appears from her Re- 
proach to him afterwards. | 


XLI. 


VæXISE 515. Should Venus leave thee, ev'ry Charm muſt 
Hy.) This was the moſt dreadful of all Threats, Loſs of Beauty 
and of Reputation. Helen who had been Proof to the per- 
ſonal Appearance of the Goddeſs, and durſt even reproach 


her with Bitterncſs juſt before, yields to this, and obeys all 
the Dictates of Love. v7 | 


XLII. 


VERSE 531. He turn d away Her glowing Eyes.] This In- 
terview of the two Lovers, plac d oppoſite to each other 
and over- look d by Venus, Paris gazing on Helena, ſhe 
turning away her Eyes ſhining at once with Anger and Love, 
are Particulars finely drawn, and painted up to all the Life 
of Nature. Euſtathius imagines ſhe look'd aſide in the Con- 

| | ſciouſneſs 
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ſeiouſneſs of her dun Weakneſs, as apprehending that the 
Beauty of Paris might cauſe her to relent. Her burſting 
out into Paſſion and Reproaches while ſhe is in this State of 
Mind, is no ill Picture of Frailty : Venus (as Madam Da- 
cier obſerves) does not leave her, and Fondneſs will imme- 
diately ſucceed to theſe Reproaches. ROOT. TOTO? 


XLII. 


VERSE 543. Ah ceaſe, dwinely fair.) This Anſwer of Pa- 
ris is the only one he could poſſibly have made with any 
Succeſs in his Circumſtance. There was no other Method 
to reconcile her to him but that which is generally moſt 
powerful with the Sex, and which Homer (who was Learned 
every way) here makes uſe of, POT garen 


XIV. 


Virss 553. When firſt emrancd in Cranac's Iſle.] It is in 
the Original Now d 5» Keavalj di. Puadryri, & evi. The 
true Senſe of which is expreſs'd in the Tranſlation. I cannot 
but take notice of a ſmall Piece of Pruderie in Madam Da- 
cier, who is exceeding careful of Helens Character. She 
turns this Paſſage as if Paris had only her Conſent to be her 
Hushand in this Iſland. Payſamas explains this Line in ano- 
ther manner, and tells us it was here that Paris had firſt 
the Enjoyment of her, that in Gratitude for his Happineſs he 
built a Temple of /enus Migonitis, the Mingler or| Coupler, 
and that the neighbouring Coaſt where it was erected was 
call'd Mzgonian from u, d miſcendo. Pauſ. Laconices. - 


XLV. 


 Vers% 551. Not: thus I ld thee.) However Homer may 
be admired for his Conduct in this Paſſage, I find a general 
Outcry againſt Paris on this Occafion. Plutarch has led 
the way in his Treatiſe of reading Poets, by remarking it as 
a moſt heinous Act of Incontinence in him to go to Bed to 


his Lady in the Daytime. Among the Commentators the 
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moſt violent is the moral Expoſitor Spondanus, who will not 
ſo much as allow him to ſay a civil thing to Helen. Mollis, 
efeminatus, & ſpurcus ille adulter, nibil de libidine ſua immi- 
nutum dicit, ſed nunc magis ea corripr quam unquam alias, ne 
quidem cùm primiim ea ipſi dedit (Latini ita rette exprimunt 
To ure in re venere) in Iuſula Cranas. Cum alioqui ho- 
mines primi concubitits ſoleant eſſe ardentiores. 1 could not 
deny che Reader the Diverſion of this Remark, nor Sponda- 
uus the Glory of his Zeal, who was but two and twenty when 
it was written. Madam Dacier is alſo very ſevere upon Pa- 
ris, but for a Reaſon more natural to a Lady. She is of 
Opinion that the Paſſion of the Lover would ſcarce have been 
ſo exceſſive as he here deſcribes it, but for fear of loſing his 
Miſtreſs immediately, as foreſeeing the Greeks would demand 
her. One may anſwer to this lively Remark, that Paris 
having nothing to ſay for himſelf, was obliged to teſtify an 
uncommon Ardour for his Lady, at a time when Compli- 
ments were to pals inſtead of Reaſons. I hope to be excus'd 
if (in Revenge for her Remark upon our Sex) I obſerve up- 
on the Behaviour of Helen throughout this Book, which gives 
a pretty natural. Picture of the Manners of theirs. We ſee 
her firſt in Tears, repentant, cover'd with Confuſion at the 
fight of Priam, and ſecretly inclin'd to return to her 
former Spouſe. The Diſgrace of Paris increaſes her Diſ- 
like of him; ſhe rails, ſhe'reproaches,” ſhe wiſhes his Death; 
and after all, is prevail'd upon by one kind Compliment, 
and yields to his Embraces. Methinks when this Lady's Ob- 
ſervation and mine are laid together, the beſt that can be 
made of them is to conclude, 2 ſince both the Sexes have 
_ Frailties, it would be well for each to forgive the 
other. ; | 


It is worth looking backward, to obſerve the Allegory here 
carry d on with reſpect to Helena, who lives thro this whole 
Book in a Whirl of Paſſions, and is agitated by turns with 
Sentiments of Honour and Love. The Goddeſſes made uſe 
of to caſt the Appearance of Fable over the Story, are Ir: 
and Venus. When Helen is call'd to the Tower to behold 


her former Friends, Iris the Meſſenger of Juno (the Goddeſs 
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of Honour) is ſent for her; and when invited to the Bed- 
Chamber. of Paris, ¶ nus is to beckon het out of the Com- 
pany. The Forms they take to carry on theſe different Af- 
fairs, are properly choſen: the one aſſuming the Perſon of 
the Daughter of Aniexor, Who preſs'd molt for her being re- 
ſtor'd to Menelaus; the other the Shape of an old Maid, 
who was privy to the Intrigue with Paris from the begin- 
ning. And in the Conſequences, as the one infpires, the 
Love of her former Empire, Friends and Country; ſo the 
ether inſtills the Dread of being caſt off by all if ſhe for- 
ſook her ſecond Choice, and cauſes the Return of her Ten- 
derneſs to Paris. But if ſhe has a Struggle for Honour, 
the is in a Bondage to Love; which gives the Story its Turn 


that way, and makes J enus oftner appear than Iris. There 
is in one Place a Lover to be protected, in another 2 Love- 
Quarrel to be made up, in both which the Goddeſs is kindly 
officious. She conveys Paris to Troy when he had eſcap'd 
the Enemy; which may hint his Love for his Miſtreſs, that 
hurry'd him away to juſtify himſelf befote her. She ſoftens 
and terrifies Helen, im order to make up the Breach between 
them: And even when that Affair is finiſhed, we do not find 
the Poet diſmiſſes her from the Chamber, whatever Privacies 


the Lovers had a mind to: In which Cireumſtance he ſeems to 


draw aſide the Veil of His Allegory, and to let the Reader at 
laſt into this Meaning of it, that the Goddeſs of Love has 
been all the white nothing more than the Paſſion, of it. 
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ILIAD. 


The ARGUMENT. 


The Breach of the Truce, and the firſt Battel. 


HE Gods deliberate in Council concerning the Trojan 
War: They agree upon the Continuation of it, and 
Jupiter /ends down Minerva 10 break the Truce. She 
perſuades Pandarus to aim an Arrow at Menelaus, who is 
wounded,” but cared by Machaon, In the mean time forge of the 
Trojan Troops attack the Greeks, Agamemnon is diſt inguiſbed 
in all the Parts of a good General; he reviews the Troops and 
exhorts the Leaders, ſome by Praiſes and others by Reproofs. 
Neſtor 18 A celebrated for. his milnary Diſcipline. 
The Battel joins, and great Numbers are ſlam on both ſides. 
The ſame Day continues thro this, as thro the laſt Book 


(as it does alſo thro the two following, and almoſt to the end of 


the ſeventh Book.) The, Scene 16 belly 7 in * Fi eld before 


Troy. 8 
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N Dl nor- age, ig Gates unfold 4 
The Gods, with Jove, aſſume their Thrones of 
Immortal Hebo, freſh with Bloom Divine, An 
The golden Goblets crowns with Purple Wine: 
While the full Bowls flow round, the Po- rs _ 5 
Their careful Eyes on long-contended' Toy. 

When Jove, diſpos'd to tempt Saturnias e 
Thus wak'd the Fury of his partial Queen. 
Two Pow'rs Divine the Son el rer aid PI of | 
Imperial Funo, and the Martial Maid 37 119 5! 
But high in Heavn they ſit, and gart from . 8 
The tame Spectators of his Deeds of Wart 
1 * Not 


2 
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Not thus fair Venus helps her favour'd Knight, 
The-Queen of Pleaſures ſhares the 'Toils of F ight, 

15 Each Danger wards, and conſtant in her Care 
Saves in the Moment of the laſt Def pair. 
Her Act has refcu'd Paris? forfeit Life, 
Tho? great Atrides gain'd the glorious Strife. 
Then ſay ye Pow'rs! what ſignal Iſſue waits 

20 To crown this Deed, and finiſh all the Fates? 
Shall Heav'n by Peace the bleeding g Kingdoms ſpare, 
Or rowze the Furies and awake the War? 
Vet, would the Gods for human Good e 
Htrides ſoon might gain his beauteous Bride, 

25 Still Priam's Walls in peaceful Wesoste Prem TY 
And: thro?/ his Gates the crowding Nations flow. 
Thus while he ſpoke, the Queen of Heav 'n enrag d 
And Queen of War, in cloſe Conſult engag d. 
Apart they ſit, their deep Deſigns employ, 


zo And meditate the future Woes of TCI 


Tho? ſecret; Anger ſwell'd Minerva's Breaſt, 
The prudent. Goddeſs yet her Wrath ſuppreſt; 
But Juno, impotent of Paſſion;, brokke 
Her ſullen Mr, and! with Fury ſpoke. _. 
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Shall then, O Tyrant of th? Ethereal Reign! z 
My Schemes, my Labours, and my Hopes be vain? 


Have I, for this, ſhook Non with Alarms, 
Aſſembled Nations, ſet two Worlds in Arms? 
To ſpread the War, I flew from Shore to Shore; 
Th' Immortal Courſers ſcarce the Labour bore. 40 
At length, ripe Vengeance o'er their Heads impends, 
But Fove himſelf the faithleſs Race defends; | 
Loth as thou art to puniſh: lawleſs Luſt. 
Not all the Gods are partial and unjuſt. 


The Sire whoſe Thunder ſhakes the cloudy Skies, 45 


Sighs from his inmoſt Soul, and thus replies 
Oh laſting Rancour] oh inſatiate Hate 


Can wretched — . W che Por's wok bn £39 
That Troy, and Tro) sw hole Racethquwoud ſtconfound, 


And yon: fair Structures level with the Gmund 
Haſte, leave the. Skies, fulfil thyſtern Deſire, - 


Burſt all her Gates, and wrap her Walls in — 


Let Priam bleed! If vet thou thirſt for more, 35 
Bleed all his Sons, and Dion Pat with Gore, 
"oo 
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To beundleſs Vengeance the wide Realm be gib, 


: * vaſt Deſtruction glut the Queen of Heav' n! 


So let it be, and J his Peace enjoy, 


60 When Heat'n no longer hears the Name of Troy. 


But ſhould this Arm prepare to wreak our Hate 


On thy lov'd Realms whoſe Guilt demands their Fate 


Preſume not thou the lifted Bolt to ſtay, 
Remember Froy, and give the Vengeance way. 


55 For know, of all the num'rous Towns that riſe 
Beneath the rowling Sun, and ſtarry Skies, 
Which Gocls have rdisd, or Earth-born Men en joy; 5 


None ſtands ſo dear to Jove as ſacred Troy. 
No Mortals merit more diſtinguiſh'd- Grace © 


70 Than-Godlike Priam, or than Prianis Race. 


Still c bur Name their Hecatombs expire, 


And Altals blaze with unextinguiſh'd Fire. 


habt this the Goddbſs rolbd her radiant Eyes, 


Then dn the Thun rer fix'd them, and replies. 


More dear tham all th' extended Earth contains, 


Ahcene; Agb, and the Spartan Wall; 


Theſe 5e * e Bop H forbid their Fall : 
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is not in nie-thenVengeance»t remobe: - 


The Crimeꝰs: ſufficiunt that they ihafe my Love. | b 
Of Pow'r ſuperior why ould I complan ? 
Reſent I may butimuſt reſent in Vain 
Yet ſome Diſtinctibm uu might. dequire 

Sprung, with thy ſelf, from dne Celeſtial Sire, 
A Goddeſs born to dqhare this Rralnis abow e 85 
And ſtyld the Conſbrt of the thund ring Jou. 
Nor thou a Wife ahll Siſter's Right deny; 
Let both canſent, and both by! turnꝭ comply 91 01 
So ſhall the Gods our joint Decrees obey; +) A 
And Heav'n ſhall act as weidirect the wWu y. 90 
See ready Pallar waits thy high Commands, 


| To raiſe in Arms the Greek: and Phrggian Bands * 
$ Their ſudden Friendſhip by her Arts may ceaſe, 


And the proud Trojuns firſt infringe the Peace. 

The Sire of Men and Monarch of the Sky 95 
Th' Advice approv'd, and bade Minerva fly} : 
Diſſolve the League, and all her Arts emplbuß 
To make the Breach the faithleſs\ Ad of Tr.. 

Fir d with the Charge, ſhe heall-· long urg d her Flight, 
And ſhot like Light'ning from Oljapne" Haighit 1 
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As che red Comet from Saturnius ſent: 
To fright the Nations with a dire Portent,. 

(A fatal Sign to Armies on the Plain, 

Or trembling i Sailors on the wintry Main) 

105 With ſweeping Glories glides along in Air, 

And ſhakes the Sparkles from its blazing m. 

Between both Armies thus, im open Sight, 
Shot the bright Goddeſs in a Trail of Light. 
— With Eyes erect the gazing Hoſts admire 
110 The Pow'r deſcending; and the Heav'ns on Fire 
The Gods (they cry d) the Gods this Signal ſent, 
And Fate now labours with ſome vaſt Event: 
Jove ſeals the League, or bloodier Scenes prepares; 
Jode, the great Arbiter of Peace and Wars 
ig They ſaid, while Pallar thro* the Trojan Throng 
(In Shape a Mortal) 'paſs'd diſguis'd along. 
Like bold Labdocur, her Courſe the bent, 
Who from Antenor trac'd his high Deſcent. 
Amidſt the Ranks Lycain's Son ſhe found, 

120 The warlike Pandarus, for Strength renown'd ; 
Whole Squadrons, led from black Aiſepus? Flood, I Ar 
With flaming: Shields in martial Circle ſtood. 
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To him the Goddeſs: Phrygiant can ſt thou paler” 
A well-tim'd Counſel with a willing Rar? 
W hat Praiſe were thine, cou'diſt thou direct y 
Amidſt his Friumph to the Spartan's Heart 211! 23 
What Gifts from Troy, from Paris mouid'ſt thou gain, 
Thy Country's Foe, the Greciun Glory lain? ?? 
Then ſeize th? Occaſion,” dare the mighty Deedd 
Aim at his Breaſt, and may that Aim ſucceed! 
But firſt, to ſpeed the Shaft, addreſs thy Vow 
To -Lycian Phebus with the Silver Bowg ww 
And ſwear the Firſtlings of thy Flock to pays - 
| On Zelia's Altars, to the God of Day: 
Ae heard, and madly at the Motion pleasd, 
His poliſh'd Bow with haſty Raſhneſs ſeiz d. 335 
| Twas form'd of Horn, and ſmooth'd with artful Toil ; 

A Mountain Goat reſign'd the ſhining Spoil, © 

{ Who peirc'd long ſince beneath his Arrows bled ; .) 
The ſtately Quarry on the Cliffs lay dead, 
And ſixteen Palms his Brows large Honours ſpread :? 14 
The Workman join'd, and ſhap'd the bended Horns, 
And beaten Gold each taper Point adornss. 


130 
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Fhis by the (Gretke.unſeen, the Warrior bends, | 
15 Sereend by the Shields of his ſurrounding Friends 
Tha meditates cht Mark; and couching ys 
Fits the ſharp) Arroweto the well-ftrung Bow 

Ou rem a Hundred father d Deaths he choſe, 
Fated to tiund, and Cauſe of future W o es. Vol L 
150 Then offers, V.)] with Hecatombs to crown 
Apoliss, Altars in his Native IW... 
Now with full Farce the yielding 3 he " 
Drawn to an vrch, and joins the doubling Ends; 
Cloſe to his Breaſt! he ſtrains the Nerve: below, 
155 Till the barb d Point approach the cireling Bow ; 
Th' impatient Weapon whizzes on the Wing 
Sounds the tough Horn and twangs thequiv'ringString, | 
But Thee, Atrides ! in that dang rous Hour 
The Gods forget not, nor thy Guardian Pow'r. 
160 Pallat aſſiſts, and (weaken d in its Force) = 
Diverts the Weapon from the deſtin d Courſe. 
80 from her Babe, when Slumber ſeals his Eye, 
The watchful Mother wafſts th envenom d Fly. 
Juſt where his Bebe with golden. Buckles join d, 
165 Where Linen Folds the double Corſlet lin'd, 
—_— 4 She 


tt bir 
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She turn'd: the Shaft, which hiſſing from above, 
paſs d the broad Belt, and thro' the Corſlet drove; 
The Folds it pierc'd, the plaited Linen tore, 
And raz'd the Skin and drew the Purple Gore. 
As when ſome ſtately Trappings are decreed, 170 
To grace a Monarch on his bounding Steed, 
A Nymph in Caria or Mebnia bred, 
Stains the pure Iv'ry with a lively Rd; 
With equal Luſtre various Colours vie, 
The ſhining Whiteneſs and the Thrian Dye. 175 
So, great Atrider! ſhow'd thy ſacred Blood, 
Asdown thy ſnowie Thigh diſtill'd the ſtreaming Flood. 
With Horror ſeiz d, the King of Men deſcryd 
ue Shaft infix d, aud ſaw the guſhing Tide: 
| Nor leſs the Spartan fear d, before he found 180 
The ſhining Barb appear above the Wound. 1 
Then, with a Sigh that heav'd his manly Breaſt, 
The Royal Brother thus his Grief expreſt, 
And graſp'd his Hand; while all the Greeks around 
With anſwering Sighs return'd the plaintive Sound. 185 
Oh dear as Life! did J for this agree 
The ſolemn Truce, a fatal Truce to thee 
, = | Wert 
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Wert thou expos d to all the hoſtile Train, Ac 

To fight for Greece, and conquer to be flain?'” 
190 The Race of 7 rdjang in thy Ruin Join, 4 of 

And Faith is ſcorr'd by all the perjur'd Line. 
Not thus our Vows, confirm'd with Wine and Gore, 

Thoſe Hands we plighted, and thoſe Oaths we ſwore, 

Shall all be vain: When Heav'n's Revenge is flow, 
195 Jode but prepares to ſtrike the fiercer Blow. 

The Day ſhalt come, that great avenging Day; 
Which TYby's: proud Glories in the Duſt ſhall lay, 
When Priam's Pow'rs and Priam' {elf ſhall fall, 
And one prodigious Ruin ſwallow All. 

oo ſee the God, already, from the Pole oy 
Bare his red Arm, and bid the Thunder roll; 
I ſee th' Eternal all his F ury ſned, 
And ſhake his 4#gzs o'er their thy Head. 
= Such mighty Woes on perjur d Princes wait; 
205 But thou, alas! deſerv'ſt a happier Fate. T 
þ Still muſt I mourn the Period of thy Days, N 
And only mourn, without my Share of Praiſe? M 
Depriv'd of thee, the heartleſs Greeks no more H. 


Shall hae of „*— on the hoſtile Shore; Hy 
wig of ; Tro) | 
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Troy ſciz d bf Helen, and our Glory loſt, 4 
Thy Bones ſhall moulder on a foreign Coaſt: 
While ſome proud Tyejan thus inſulting cries, 
(and ſpurns the Duſt where Menelaur lies) 
Such are the Trophies Greece from lion "ay 
And ſuch the Conqueſts of her King of Kings! 2:5 
« Lo his proud Veſſels ſcatter'd Oer the Main, 
„And unteveng'd, his mighty Brother ſlain- 
Oh! e're that dire Diſgrace ſhall blaſt my Fame, 
O'erwhelm me, Earth! and hide a Monarch's Shame. 

He ſaid: A Leadet's and a Brothers Fears 220 
Poſſeſs his Soul, which thus the Spartan chears: 
Let not thy Words the Warmth of Greece abate ; 

The feeble Dart is guiltleſs of my Fate: 
| Stiff with the rich embroider'd Work around, 
My vary'd Belt repell'd the flying Wound. 225 

To whom the King. My Brother and my Friend, 
Thus, always thus, may Heav'n thy Life defend 
Now ſeek ſome skilful Hand whoſe pow'rful Art 
May ſtanch th' Effuſion and extract the Dart. 
Herald be ſwift, and bid Machuon bring 320 
His is {proj Succour to the Spartan Ring; | 
. Pierc d 
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The Grecta#'s: Sorrow, and the Dardan s Joy: 
With haſty Zeal the ſwift Talthybius flies; OY N 

5 Thro' the thick Files he darts his ſearching Byos 
And finds Machaon, where ſublime he ſtands |, 


In Arms encircled with his native Bands. 
Then thus: Machabn, to the King repair, 


His wounded Brother elaims thy timely . AR 


24 Pierod by ſomt Lycian or Dardanian Bow, 


A Grief to us, a Triumph to the Foe. 


W | The: heavy Tidings griev d b the Godlike Man; 


Swift to his Succour thro" the Ranks he ran: 
The dauntleſs King yet ſtanding firm he found, 


245 And all the Chiefs in deep Concern around. 


Where to the ſteely Point the Reed was join d, 
The Shaft he drew, but left the Head behind. 

Strait the broad Belt with gay Embroid' ry grac d 

He loos' d; the Corſlet from his Breaſt unbrac d; 
250 Then ſuck'd the Blood, and Sov'reign Balm infus d, 


Which Chiron gave, and Aſculapius us d. 


WW bile round the Prince theGreeks employ n 


The Trojan ruſhi tumultuous to the War; 
D* 71 91 E! | 


". 


Or 
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Once more they glitter in refulgent Arms, 
Once more the Fields are fill'd with dire Alarms. 255 
Nor had you ſeen the King of Men appear 

Confus d, unactive, or ſurpriz d with Fear; 

But fond of Glory, with ſevere Delight, 

His beating Boſom claim'd the riſing Fight. 

No longer with his warlike Steeds he ſtay d, 260 
Or preſs'd the Car with poliſh'd' Braſs inlay d, 
But left Eurymedon the Reins to guide; 

The fiery Courſers ſnorted at his ſ idee. 

On Foot thro” all the martial Ranks he moves, 

And theſe encourages, and thoſe reproves. 2565 
Brave Men! he cries (to ſuch who boldly dare 
Urge their ſwift Steeds to face the coming _ 8 

| Your ancient Valour on the Foes apptove;; - {1 + / 
Jove is with Greece, and let as cruſt. in Fope. > |; / 
'Tis not for us, but guilty Trey to dreadſ, 27 
Whoſe Crimes fit heavy on her perjur d Head 


„Her Sons and Matrons Greece Mall lead in Chains, 
And her dead Warriors ſtrowy, the mqur nful Þ "MFI 

„Thus with new Ardour be the, Brave inſpires, 

Or thus the. fearful with, Reproaches Hires. 75 


# & D * Shame 


| 
1 
] 
| 
| 
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Shame to your Country; Scandal of your: Kind! 
Born to the Fate ye well deſerve to Macho 0 
Why ſtand ye gazing round the dreadful Plain, 
Prepar'd for Flight, but doom'd to fly in vain? 
280 Confus'd and panting, thus, the hunted Deer 
Falls as he flies, a Victim to his Fear. | 
Still muſt ye wait the Foes, and ſtill retire, 
Till yon' tall Veſſels blaze with Trojan Fire? 
Or truſt ye, Jove a valiant Foe ſhall chace; | 
285 To fave a trembling,” heartleſs, daſtard Race? 
This faid;i he ſtalkd with ample Strides nt 
To Crete's brave Monarch and his martial e 
High at tlieir Head he ſaw the Chief 3 
And bold AMerrones excite the Rear. 
290 At this the King his gen'rous Joy expreſt, 
And claſp d the Warrior to his armed Breaſt. 
Divine Idameneuf! what Thanks we Wwe 
To Worth like thine? what Praiſe ſhall we beſtow? 
To cher the foremoſt Honours are decrecd, 
20 Hrſt i. in che Fight, and ev ry graceful Deed. 
For this, in Banquets when the gen'rous Bowls 
Reſtore our Blood, and raiſe the Warrior's Souls, 


CY , * 
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Tho' all the reſt with ſtated Rules we bound, 
Unmix d, unmeaſurd are thy Goblets crown'd. 
Be {till thy ſelf; in Arms a mighty Name; 3 
Maintain thy Honours, and enlarge thy Fame. 

To whom the Qetan thus his Speech addreſt ; 
Secure of me, O King! exhort the reſt: 
Fix d to thy Side, in ev'ry Toil 1 ſhare; 
Thy firm Aſſociate in the Day of War. 
But let the Signal be this Moment givn; 
To mix in Fight is all J ask of Heav'n. 
The Field ſhall prove how Perjuries ſucceed, 
And Chains or Death avenge their impious Deed: 
Charm'd with this Heat, the King his Courſe purſues, 30 
| And next the Troops of either Ajax views: © 
In one firm Orb the Bands were rang d around, 
A Cloud of Heroes blacken'd' all the Ground. 
Thus from the lofty Promontory's Brow 8 
A Swain ſurveys the gath'ri ring Storm below; 7 * 31 ; 
Slow from the Main the heavy Vapours riſe, mY 
Spread in dim Streams, and ſail along the Skies, 

| Till black as Night the ſwelling Tempeſt ſhows; 

The Cloud condenſing as the Weſt-Wind blows * 

0 He 
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20 He dreads th* impending) Storm, and drives his Flock 
To the cloſe Covert of an arching Rock. 
Such, and ſo thick, th" embattel'd Squadrons ſtood, 
With Spears erect, a moving Iron Wood; 
A ſhady Light was ſhot from glimm' ring Shields, 
325 And their brown Arms obſcur'd the dusky Fields. 
0 Heroes! worthy ſuch a dauntleſs Train, 
. Whoſe Godlike Virtue we but urge in vain, 
0 Exclaim'd the King) who raiſe your eager Bands 
With great Examples more than loud Commands 
z Ah would the Gods but breathe in all the reſt 
Such Souls as burn in your exalted Breaſt! 
.- Soon ſhould our Arms with juſt Succeſs be crown d, 


And TTroy's proud Walls lie ſmoaking on the Ground. 4 


Then to the next the Gen ral bends his Courſe ; | 
335(Hig Heart exults, and glories in his Force ) 
There rev rend Neſtor ranks his Pylzax Wade, [ 
And with. inſpiring Eloquence commands, | 
With ſtricteſt Order ſets his Train in . wo! 
The Chiefs adviſes, and the Soldiers warms. 
„ Naſtur, Chromius, Hemon round 1 1 
Biaf the gpod, and Pelagon the bb 
1 The 
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The Horſe and Chariots to the Front taſſigni d., 


The middle Space ſuſpected Froops ſuppl, 


Inclos'd by both, nor left the Pow'r to fly 445 


He gives Command to curb the fiery Steed, 
Nor cauſe Confuſion, nor the Ranks exceed : 
efore the reſt let none too raſhly ride; 
No Strength or Skill, but juſt in Time, be try d: 
The Charge once made, no Warrior turn the Rein, 350 
But fight, or fall; a firm, embody d Train. 
He whom the Fortune of the Field ſhall caſt 
From forth his Chariot, mount the next in haſte; 
Nor ſeek unpractis'd to direct the Car, 
! Content with Jav'lins to provoke the War. 355 
Our great Fore-fathers held this prudent Courſe, 
Thus rul'd their Ardour, thus preſerv'd their Force, 
By Laws like theſe Immortal Conqueſts made, 
And Earth's proud Tyrants low in Aſhes laid. 


So ſpoke the Maſter of the martial Art, 366 


And touch'd with Tranſport great Atrides Heart. 
Oh! had'ſt thou Strength to match thy brave Deſires, 
And Nerves to ſecond what thy Soul inſpires! 

=— But 
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But waſting Years that wither human Race, 
365 Extvalift thy Spirits, and thy Arms unbrace. 
What once thou wert, oh ever might'ſt thou be 
33 
Thus to th' experienc d Prince Atrides cryd; 
He ſhook his hoary Locks, and thus reply'd. 3:40 
X 370 Well might 1 with; could Mortal With renew © 
i That'Strength which once in boiling Youth I Knew; 
1 Such as I was} when Erenthalion ſlain — 
| Beneath this Arm fell proſtrate on the Plain. 
| But Hea vn its Gifts not all at once beſtows, 
375 Theſe Years with Wiſdom crowns, with Action thoſe: 
1 The Field of Combate fits the Young and Bold, 
Ihe ſolemn Council beſt becomes the Old: 
= To you the glorious Conflict J reſign, 
Loet ſage Advice, the Palm of Age, be mine. 


- 1 II _ 


And found Meneftheus on the duſty Shore, 
With whom the firm Athenian Phalanx ſtands; 
And next Ulyſes, with his Subject Bands. 
Remote their Forces lay, nor knew fo far 


33o He ſaid. With Joy the Monarch march'd before, | 


385 The Peace infring d, nor heard che Sounds of War 'E 
7 The 


wo Gi 


he 
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To watch the Motion, dubious of th? Event. 
The King, who ſaw their Squadrons yet unmov'd, 
With haſty Ardour thus the Chiefs reprovd-. 
Can Peteu Son forget a Warriors Part, 390 
And fears Ulyſſes, skill'd in ev'ry Art? 
Why ſtand you diſtant, and the reſt expect 


| To mix in Combate which your ſelves neglect? 
From you twas hop'd among the firſt to dare 


The Shock of Armies, and commence the War. | 395 
For this your Names are call'd; before the reſt, 
To ſhare the Pleaſures of the Genial Feaſt: 


And can you, Chiefs! without a Bluſh ſurvey. 
Whole Troops before you lab'ring in the Fray 2 
| Say, is it thus thoſe Honours you requite? 00 


The firſt in Banquets, but the laſt in Fight. 

Ulyſes heard; The Hero's Warmth O'erſpread 
His Check with Bluſhes; and ſevere; he ſaid. 
Take back th' unjuſt Reproach'! Behold we ftand 
Sheath'd in bright Arms, and but expect Command. 40; 
If glorious Deeds afford thy Soul delight. 
Behold me plunging in the thickeſt: Fight. 

Then 
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Then give thy Warrior-Chief a Wartiot's Due, 
Who dares to act whate'er thou dar'ſt to view. 


41 Struck with his gen rous Wrath, the King replies; 


Oh great in Action, and in Council wife! _ 
With ours, thy Care and Ardour are the ſame, 

Nor need I to command, nor ought to blame. 

Sage as thou art, and learn d in Humankind, 


u Forgive the Tranſport of a martial Mind. 


Haſte to the Fight, ſecure of juſt wats; ; | 
The Gods that make, ſhall keep the Worthy, Friend 
He ſaid; and paſs'd' where great Tydides lay, 

His Steeds and Chariots wedg'd in firm Array: 
420("The warlike Sthenelus attends his ſide) N 
To whom with ſtern Reproach the Monarch cry d. 
Oh Son of Tydeus ! (He, whoſe Strength could tame 1 
The bounding Steed, in Arms a mighty Name) | 
Can'ſt thou, remote, the mingling Hoſts deſcry 


425 With Hands unactive, and a careleſs Eye? 


Not thus thy Sire the fierce Encounter fear d; 
Still firſt in Front the matchleſs Prince appear d: 
What glorious Toils, what Wonders they recite, 
Who view'd him lab'ring thro' the Ranks of Fight! 

11 I faw 
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I faw him once, when gath'ring martial 'Pow'rs 430 
A peaceful Gueſt, he ſought Mycene's Tow'rs; 
Armies he ask'd, and Armies had been givn, 

Not we deny'd, but Fove forbad from Heav'n ; 
Whilẽ dreadful Comets glaring from afar 

Forewarn'd the Horrors of the Thebun War. 335 

Next, ſent by Greece from where Afopus flows, 
A fearleſs Envoy he approach'di the Fes 

| Thebes hoſtile Walls, unguarded and alone, 

Dauntleſs he enters, and demands the Throne. 

The Tyrant feaſting with his Chiefs he found, 440 

ö And dard to Combate all thoſe Chiefs around; 

| Dar'd and ſubdu'd, before their haughty Lord; 

| | For Pallas ſtrung his Arm, and edg'd his Sword. 

tung with the Shame, within the winding Way, 

| To bar his Paſſage fifty Warriors lay ; | KI C445 

{ Two Heroes led the ſecret Squadron on, 

| Mem the fierce, and hardy Lycophon ; 

{ Thoſe fifty ſlaughter'd in the gloomy Vale, 

He ſpar d but one to bear the dreadful Tale. 

Such Tydeus was, and ſuch his martial F IE! > Lic 
te Gods! how the Son degen' rates from the Sire? 
nw F _ _- 
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No Words the Godlike D:omed return d, 
But heard reſpectful, and in ſecret burn'd ; 
Not ſo fierce: Capayews' undaunted Son, 

455 Stern as his! Sire, the Boaſter thus begun. 

What needs, O Monarch, this invidious Praiſe, 


Our ſelves to leſſen, while our Sires you raiſe? 


Dare to be juſt, Atrides ! and confeſs 
Our Valour equal, tho' our Fury leſs. a 

4% With fewer Troops we ſtorm'd the Theban Wall, 
And happier, ſaw the Sev'nfold City fall. 

In impious Acts the guilty Fathers dy d N: N 
The Sons ſubdu'd, for Heav'n was on their ſide. 
Far more than Heirs of all our Parent's Fame, 

465 Our Glories darken their diminiſh'd Name. 

Jo him Tydides thus. My Friend forbear, 

_. Suppreſs thy Paſſion, and the King revere: 
His high Concern may well excuſe this Rage, 
Whoſe Cauſe we follow, and whoſe War we wage; 

40 His the firſt Praiſe were [lion's Tow'rs o'erthrown, 

And, if we fail, the chief Diſgrace his own. 

Let him the Greeks to hardy Toils excite, 

"Tis ours, to labour in the glorious Fight. 
3 4 He 
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He ſpoke; and ardent, on the trembling Ground 
Sprung from his Car; his ringing Arms reſound: | "ns 
Dire was the: Clang, and dreadful" from «ye ab! 
Of arm d Tydides ruſhing! to the War. - 
As when the Winds, aſcending by abt \ 9161 922 
Firſt move the whitening Surface of the Seas, 


The Billows float in order to the Stiere 480 


The Wave behind rolls on tile Wade befofe!? 
Till, with the growing Storm, the Dees dib 0 
Foam o'er the Rocks, and thunder e rer 
So to the Fight the thick Battalions Utong fl | 
Shields urg'd on Shields and Men drove Men " 45 
Sedate and ſilent move the num'rous Bands 
| | No Sound, no Whiſper, but their W | 
| Thoſe only heard; with Awe the reſt bey, 
As if ſome God had ſnatch'd their Voice __ iy 
Not ſo the Trojans, from their Hoft aſce ds 
A gen'ral Shout that all the Region rends. 
„As when the fleecy Flocks unnumber'd ſtand 
In wealthy Folds, and wait the Milker's Hand, 
The hollow Vales inceffant Bleating fills 
The Lambs reply from all the neighb ring Hills: 495 
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Such Clamourꝭ roſe fiom various Nations round, 
Mixed was the Murmur, and confus d the Sound. 


Each Holt now joins, and each a God inſpires, 
Theſe Mars incites, and thoſe Minerva fires. ris © 
500 Pale Flight around, and dreadful Terror reign; 
And iſcord raging hathes the purple Plain: 
#2. Diſcord! dire: iſter of the ſlaught' ring Po-w- T. 
Small at her Hirth, but riſing ev'ry Hour, 
While; ſcarce the Skies her horrid Head can bound, 
50; She ſtalks; on Farth, and ſhakes the World around 
The N ations bleed, here · e er her Steps ſhe; turns, 
72 The Groan {ll deepens, and the Combate burns. 
N ow Shield with Shield, with Helmet Helmet clos d, 
T9, Armour Armour, Lance to Lance oppos d, 
= 51e Hoſt againſt Hoſt with ſhadowy Squadrons drew, 
| = ſounding Darts in Iron Tempeſts flew, 
VWVuoictors and Vanquiſh'd join promiſcuous Crizs 
And ſhrilling Shouts and dying Groans ariſe ; 
With ſereaming Blood the ſlipp'ry Fields are dy'd, 
5j And ſlaughter' d Heroes ſwell the dreadful Tide. 
As Torrents roll, inereas d by num'rous Rills, 


With Rage impetuous down their ecchoing Hills, 
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The diſtant Shepherd trembling hears the Sound: 5:5 


The firſt who ſtrook à valiant Trojan dead: 


| 80 ſinks a Tow'r, that long Aſſaults had ſtoo“é“ 


Seiz d to deſpoil, and dragg d the W 


His Flank, us 
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Ruſh to the Vales, and pour'd along the Plain, 
Roar thro! a thouſand Chanels to the Main; 


So mix both Hoſts, and ſo their Cries rebound; © _ 
The bold Autilochus the Slaughter le, 


| | 


At great Echepolus the Lance arrives, 
Raz'd his high Creſt; and thro his Helmet drives 33 
Warm'd in the Brain the brazen Weapon lies, 
And Shades Eternal ſetile oer his Eyes. 


Of F orce and Fire; its Walls beſmear'd bes 
Him, the bold * Leader of th Abanmian N 0 ae 


But while he ſtrove to tug th inſerted Dait | 
Agenor's Jav'lin reach'd the Hero's. Heart. 4a 
unguarded by his ample Shield, b 0 
Admits the Lance He falls, and ſpurns the Field 3533 
The Nerves unbrac d ſupport his Limbs no more; 
The Soul comes floating in a Tide of Gore 
Trojans and Greeks now gather round the Slainn 
The War renews, the Warriors bleed! again 120 
. 4 
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$40 As Oer their Prey rapacious Wolves engage, 
Man dies on Man, and all is Blood and Rags 
In blooming Youth' fair Simſrur fell. 
Sent by great Ajax to the Shades of Hell; 
Fair Simi , whom his Mother bore 
545 Amid the Flocks on ſilver Simoi/ Shore: 
The Nymph deſcending from the Hills of Ide, 
Jo ſeck her Parents on his flow'ry Side, 
Brought forth the Babe, their common Care and Joy, 
And thence from Sims nam'd the lovely Boy. 
550 Short Was his Date! by dreadfel Ajay Nain 
le fills and renders all their Cares in vain! 
So falls a Poplar," that in watry Ground 


Fell d by ſome Artiſt with his ſhining Sch "= 
555 To ſhape the Circle of the beriding Wheel) 

Cut don it lies, tall; ſmooth, and lately ſic, 

Wich all its Beautebus Highs on i Bey" n 
There left à Subject to the Wind and Rain 
And ſcoreht u by Suns it withers _ mn 
360 This" piere'd b Ajax, Simo ſius lies NY 

Stretch d on the „ thus — ex- 
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At Ajax, Antipbur his Jav lin threw; 
The pointed Lance with erring Fury flew, { 
And Leucur, lovd by wiſe Ulyſſes, flew. \ 7 
He drops the Corps of 'Simorfrus ſlain, Js 
And ſinks a breathleſs Carcaſs on the Plain. 
This ſaw Ulyſes, and with Grief enrag'd 
Strode where the foremoſt of the Foes engag'd ; - 
Arm'd with his Spear, he meditates the Wound, 
In Act to throw; but cautious, look ' d around. 55e 
Struck at his Sight the Trojans backward drew, 
And trembling heard the Jav'lin as it flew.” 
A Chief ſtood nigh who from Abydos came," 
Old Prian's'Son, Democoon was his Name; 
The Weapon enter'd cloſe above his Ear, PIC a9; 
Cold thro' his Temples glides the whizzing Spear; 
With piercing Shricks the Youth reſigns his Breath, 
His Eye- balls darken with the Shades of Death; 
Down ſinks the Chief: his danging Arms reſound; 
And his broad Buckler rings againſt che Ground. | 580 
Seiz'd with Affright the boldeſt Foes appfar; 
Ev'n Godlike Hector ſeems himſelf to fear; 
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Slow he gave way, the reſt tumultuous fled; 5 
The Greeks with Shouts preſs on, and ſpoil the Dead, 
3; But Phebus.,now - from Thor's tow ring Height 
Shines forth reveal d, and animates the Fight. 
fine be bold, and Force with F orce oppoſe; 
Your foaming Steeds urge headlong on the Foes! IM 
Nor are their Bodies Rocks, nor ribb'd with Steel; MW 
590 Y our: Weapons enter, and your Strokes they feel. 
Have ye forgot what ſeem d your Dread before? 
The great, the fierce. Achilles fights. no more. 
Apollo thus from 1hon's lofty To | 
Array'd in Terrors, rowz'd the 4 Pow'r: rs: 
«9; While War's fierce Goddeſs. fires the Grecian For, | 
And ſhouts and thunders in the Fields below. 
Then great Diorec fell, by Doom Divine, 
In vain his Valour, and illuſtrious Line. 
A broken Rock the Force of Piru threw, 2 
600 Mho from cold Aus led the Thracian Crew) 
Full on his Ankle dropt the pond rous Stone, 
| Burt ch ne: Nerve nn the ſolid Bone: 
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Sypine he: tumbles on the crimſond Sands 
Before his helpleſo Friends, and native-Bands, >; a6 
And ſpueads for Aid his-unavailing Hands 605 
The Fos ruſſi d furious as he pants for An 
And'thro? hb Navel drove the pointed Deaths 
His guſhing Entrails fmoak'd upon the Ghote, 
And the warm Life came iffuing . px 
His Lance bold Fas at the Coriqu'ror' fene, 
Deep in his Breaſt above elle Pap it went, a. 
Amid the Lungs was fix'd the winged Wood,. 
And quiviring in his heaving Boſort ſtool. 
Till from the dying Chief approakhing near: 
„ Th AZtoliar Warribr tugg d hie — 4 
Then. ſudden wav'd' his flaming Faulchion' n 
| And gaſh'd his Belly with a ghaſtly Wound. 
The Corps now breathleſs on the bloody Plain, 
{ To ſpoil his Arms the Victor ſtrove in vain ; 
The Thraczan Bands againſt the Victor preſt; 62 
A Grove of Lances glitter'd at his Breaſt. 
e: Stern Thoas, glaring with revengeful Eyes, 


In ſullen Fury ſlowly quits the Prize. 


ll 11240 


H Thus 
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Thus fell two Heroes; ene the Pride of Tbruce, 


625 And one the. Leader of th Eprian Race; 


2101. cd 


.,Death's fable; Shade at once O ercaſt — 
In Duſt the Vanquiſh d, and the Victor lies. 
With copious Slaughter all the Fields are be bs 
And heap'd. with growing Mountains! of the Dead 

o |, Had ſome brave Chief this martial Scene beheld, 

By Pallas guarded: thro the dreadful: Field, 

Might Darts be bid to turn their Points away, 


And Swords around him innocently play, 


3 Dice £1 


The War's whole Art with Wonder had he ws 15 
ez; And counted Heroes where! he counted Men. 

So fought each Hoſt,” with Thirſt of Glory fir'd, 

And. Crowds on Crowds-triumphantly expir d. 
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OBSERVATIONS 
| Q:-N THE 
FOURTH BOOK 
mY V 
I was from the beginning of this Book that Virgil has 


taken that of his tenth id, as the whole Tenour of 

— the Story in this and the laſt Book is followed in his 
twelfth. The Truce and the ſolemn Oath, the Breach 
of it by a Dart thrown by Tolumnius, Juturna's inciting the La- 
tines to renew the War, the Wound of Æneas, his ſpeedy Cure, 
andthe Battel enſuing, all theſe are manifeſtly ny from hence. 
The Solemnity, Surprize, and Variety of theſe Circumſtances 
ſeem' d to him of Importance enough, to build the whole Cata- 
ſtrophe of his Work upon them; tho? in Homer they are but 
Openings to the general Action, and ſuch as in their Warmth 
are ſtill exceeded by all that follows them. They are choſen, 
we grant, by Virgil with great Judgment, and conclude his 
Poem with a becoming Majeſty : Yet the finiſhing his Scheme 

with thar which is but the cooleſt Part of Homer's Action, 
rends in ſome degree to ſhew the Diſparity of the Poetical 

Fire in theſe two Authors. 


n. 
Waden 3. W mn 7 Hebe.} The Goddeſs of Youth is in- 


troduc'd as an Attendant upon the Banquets of the W ro 


OBSERVATIONS 07 


ſhew that the divine Beings enjoy an eternal Youth, and that 


their Life is a Felicity without end. Dacier. 
III. 


VVxISE 9. Two Pow'rs Divine.] Jupiter's reproaching theſe 
two Goddeſſes with neglecting to aſſiſt Menelaus, proceeds 
(as M. Dacier remarks) from the Affection he bore to Troy : 
Since if Menelaus by their help had gain'd a compleat Vic- 
tory, the Siege had been rais d, and the City deliver'd. On 
the contrary, Juno and Minerva might ſuffer Paris to eſcape, 
as the Method to continue the War to the total Deſtruction 
of Troy. And accordingly a few Lines after we find them com- 
plotting together, and contriving a new Scene of Miſeries 
to the Trojans. 


IV. 


VExsE 18. Tho great Atrides gain d the glorious Sitrife.] Jus 
wk here makes ir a Queſtion, Whether the foregoing Com- 
ate ſhould determine the Controverſy, or the Peace be bro- 
ken. His putting it thus, hat Paris is not killed, but Mene- 
laus has the Victory, gives a Hint for a Diſpute whether the 
Conditions of the Treaty were valid or annulled; that is to 
ſay, whether the Controverſy was to be determined by the 
Viktory or by the Death of one of the Combatants. Ac- 
cordingly it has been diſputed whether the Articles were really 
binding to the Trjaus or not? Plutarch has treated the 
Queſtion in his Sympoſeacks I. 9. qu. 13. The Subſtance. is 
this. In tlie firſt Propoſal of the Challenge Paris mentions 


only the Victory, And who his Reval ſhall in Arms ſubdue : 
Nor does Hector who carries it ſay any more. However Me- 


nelaus underſtands it of the Death, by what he replies: Fall 
he that muſt beneath his Rwals Arms, Aud live the reſt—-Iris 
to Helen won only of the former; and Idæus to Priam re- 


yours the ſame Words. But in the ſolemn Oath AHgamemnon 


pecifies the latter, If by Paris Ha- An f by rather 
Arms the Trojan bleed Priam alſo! undenſtandh liniofoboth, 


ſaying at his leaving the Field, I bat Prince ſhall fall Heavun 


only 
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only knows —- (I do not cite the Greek becauſe the Engh/b 


has preſerv'd the ſame Nicety.) Paris himſelf confeſſes 
he has loſt the Victory, in his Speech to Helen, which he 
would hardly have done had the whole depended on that 
alone: And laſtly Menelaus (after the Conquelt is clearly his 
by the Flight of Paris) is ſtill ſearching round the Field to 
kill him, as if all were of no effect without the Death of his 
Adverſary. It appears from hence that the Trojaus had no 
ill Pretence to break the Treaty, ſo that Homer ought not 
to have been directly accusd of making Jupiter the Author 
of Perjury in what follows, which is one of the Chief of 
Plato's Objections againſt him. | 


V. 


VERSE 31. Tho" ſecret Anger ſwelld Minerva's Breaſt] 
Spondanus takes notice that Minerva, who in the firſt Book 
had reſtrain'd the Anger of Achilles, had now an Opportu- 
nity of. exerting the ſame Conduct in reſpe& to herſelf. We 
may bring the Parallel cloſe, by obſerving that ſhe had be- 
fore her in like manner a Superior, who had provok'd her 
by ſharp Expreſſions, and whoſe Counſels ran againſt her 
Sentiments. In all which the Poet takes care to preſerve her 
ſtill in the Practice of that ¶ iſdom of which ſhe was Goddeſs. 


b | 
| Vinss 55. Let Priam bleed, &c.] We find in Perſiurs Sa- 
tyrs the Name of Labes, as an ill Poet who made a miſera- 
ble Tranſlation of the Iliad; one of whoſe Verſes is {till pre- 
ſery'd, and happens to be that of this Place. 


| Crudum manduces Priamum, Priamique piſinnos. 


It may feem from this, that his Tranſlation was ſervilely li- 
teral (as the old Schaliaſt on Perſius obſerves.) And one 


cannot but tale notice that Ogulby's and Hobbes's in this Place 
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- - Both Kine and People thou wouldft eat alwe. 
Aud cat up Priam and his Children all. 


VII. 


Vr ASE 61. But ſhould this Arm prepare to wreak our Hate 
On thy ud Towns-——-] ; | 

Homer in this Place has made Jupiter to prophecy the 
Deſtruction of Mycenæ the favour d City of Juno, which 
happen'd a little before the Time of our Author. Hrrab. I. 8. 
The Trojan War being over, and the Kingdom of Agamemnon 
deflroyd, Mycenz daily decreasd after the Return of the He- 
raclidæ: For theſe becoming Maſters of Peloponneſus, caſt out 
the old Inhabitants ; ſo that they. who poſſeſs d Argos overcame 
Mycenz al/o, and contratted both into one Body. A ſhort time 
after, Mycenæ was deftroy'd 2 the Argives, and not the leaſt 
Remains of it are now to be found. I 


VII. 


Vr xSsE 96. TÞ Advice approv'd,) This is one of the Places 
for which Homer is blamed by Plato, who introduces Socrates 
reprehending it in his Dialogue of the Republick. And in- 
deed if it were granted that the Trojaus had no Right to 
break this Treaty, the preſent Machine where Juno is made 
to propoſe Perjury, Jupiter to allow it, and Minerva to be 
commiſſion'd to haſten the Execution of it, would be one of 
the Hardeſt to be reconciled to reaſon in the whole Poem. 
Unleſs even then one might imagine, that Homer's Heaven is 
ſometimes no more than an Ideal World of abſtracted Beings ; 
and fo every Motion which riſes in the Mind of Man is. attri- 
buted to the Quality to which it belongs, with the Name of 
the Deity who is ſuppos'd to preſide over that Quality ſuper- 
added to it. In this Senſe the preſent Allegory is eaſy enough. 
Pangarus thinks it Prudence to gain Honour and Wealth at 
the Hands of the 779jans by deſtroying Menelaus. This Sen- 
timent is alſo incited by a Notion of Glery, of which Juno 
is repreſented as Goddeſs. Jupiter who is ſuppos'd to know 

| 3 the 


the FouRxTH Book: 


the Thoughts of Men, permits the Action which he is not 


Author of, but ſends a Prodigy at the ſame time to give warn- 


ing of a coming Miſchief, and accordingly we find both Ar- 


mies deſcanting upon the fight of it in the following Lines: 


IX. 


VERSE 120. Pandarus for Strength renoum d.] Homer, ſays 
Plutarch in his Treatiſe of the Pythian Oracle, makes not 
the Gods to uſe all Perſons indifferently as their ſecond Agents, 
but each according to the Powers he is endu'd with by Art or 
Nature. For a Proof of this, he puts us in Mind how M. 
nerva when ſhe would perſuade the Greeks, ſeeks for Ulyſſes ; 
when ſhe would break the Truce, for Pandarus; and when 
ſhe would conquer, for Diomed. If we conſult the Schoha 


upon this Inſtance, they give ſeveral Reaſons why Pandarus 


was particularly ny for the Occaſion. The Goddeſs went 
not to the Trojans, becauſe they hated Paris, and (as we are 
told in the end of the foregoing Book) would rather have 
given him up, than have done an ill Action for him: She 
therefore looks among the Allies, and finds Pandarus who 


was of a Nation noted for Perfidiouſneſs, and had a Soul ava- 


ricious enough to be capable of engaging in this Treachery 
for the hopes of a Reward from Paris: as appears by his be- 
ing ſo covetous as not to bring Horſes to the Siege for fear 
of the Expence or Loſs of them; as he tells Aneas in the 
fifth Book. . 


X. 


VIE ASE 141. Sixteen Palms.] Both the Horns together 
made this Length; and not each, as Madam Dacier renders 
it. I do not object it as an Improbability that the Horns 


| were of ſixteen Palms each; but that this would be an extra- 


vagant and unmanageable Size for a Bow, is evident. 


xl. 

VI ISE 144. This, by the Greeks unſcen, the Warrior bends. 

The Poet having held us thro' the foregoing Book in Expec- 
| B 


tation 


9 


' 
| 
i 
i 
l 
| 


— * 


— 


— 


nn Wa - 


Oo B SER VAT I O'Nis 07 


tation of a Peace,” makes the Conditions be here broken af, 
ter ſuch 4 manner, as ſhould oblige the Greets to act thro 
the War with that irreconcileable Fury which affords him the 
Opportunity of exerting the full Fire of his own Genius. The 
Shot of Pandarus being therefore of ſuch Conſequence (and 
as he calls it, the Zeua 5d, the Foundation of future W, ges) 


it was thought fit not to paſs it over in a few Words, like 


the Flight of every common Arrow, but to give it a Deſcrip- 


tion ſome way correſponding to its Importance. For this, 


he ſurrounds it with a Train of Circumſtances ; the Hiſtory 
of the Bow, the bending it, the covering Pandarus with 

Shields, the Choice of the Arrow, the Prayer, and Poſture 
of the Shooter, the Sound of the String, and Flight of the 
Shaft; all moſt beautifully, and livelily painted. It may be 
obſerved'too, how proper a time it was to expatiate in theſe 
a ge Armies being unemploy'd, and only 
one Man acting, the Poet and his Readers had leiſure to be 
the Spectators of a ſingle and deliberate Action. I think it 
will be allow'd that the little Circumſtances which are ſome- 
times thought too redundant in Homer, have a wonderful 


Beauty in this Place. Virgil has not faild to copy it, and 


with the greateſt Happineſs imaginable. 
v1 r . 5 | 2 


Dixit, & anrata volucrem Threiſſa ſagttam 
Dieprompſit pharetra, cornuque mfenſa tetendr, 
Et duxit longè, donec curvata coirent 9g 
Inter ſe capita, & manibus jam tangeret æquis, 
Lava aciem ferri, dextra nervoque papillam. 
Extemplo teh ſtridorem auraſque ſonantes 
Audrt una Aruns, heſitque in corpore ferrum, 


XII. 


VERSE 160. Pallas aſi, and wenlend in its force Diverts 
the Meapon ] For ſhe only deſigned, by all this Action, 
to encreaſe the Glory of the Greeks in the taking of Troy : 
Yet ſome Commentators have been ſo ſtupid as to wonder 
that Pallas ſhould be employ'd firſt in the wounding of Me- 
nelans, and aſter in the protecting him. © me} 

4 XIII. Va ASF 
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; VI ISE 163. Wafis. the wing'd Hornet This is one of 
thoſe humble Compariſons which Homer ſometimes uſes to 


diverſify his Subject, but a very exact one in its kind, and 
correſponding in all its Parts. The Care of the Goddeſs, 


the unſuſpecting Security of Menelaus, the Eaſe with which 
ſhe diverts the Danger, and the Danger itſelf, are all included 
in this ſhort Compaſs. To which it may be added, that if 
the Providence of heavenly Powers to their Creatures is 
expreſt by the Love of a Mother to her Child, if Men in 
regard to them are but as heedleſs fleeping Infants, and if 
thoſe Dangers which may-ſeem great to us, 'are by them as 
eaſily warded off as the Simile implies; there will appear 
ſomething ſublime in this Conception, however little or low 
the Image may be thought at firſt ſight in reſpe& to a Heroe. 
A higher Compariſon would but have tended to leſſen the Diſ- 
parity between the Gods and Man, and the Juſtneſs of the 
Simile had been loſt, as well as the Grandeur of the Sentiment, 


XIV. | 
VERSE 170. As when ſome lately Trappings, &c.] Some 


have judg'd the Circumſtances in this Simile to be ſuperflu- 


ous, and think it foreign to the Purpoſe to take notice that 


this Ivory was intended for the es of a Bridle, was laid 
up for a Prince, or that a Woman of Caria or Meona dy'd 
it. Euſtatbius was of a different Opinion, who extols chis 
Paſſage for the Variety it preſents, and the Learning it 


includes: We learn from hence that the Lydians and Carrans 


were famous in the firſt Times for their ſtaining in Purple, 


and that the Women excell'd in Works of Ivory: As alſo that 


there were certain Ornaments which only Kings and Princes 
were privileged to wear. But without having recourſe to 
Antiquities to juſtify this Particular, it may be alledg'd, that 
the Simile does not conſiſt barely in the Colours; It was but 
little to tell us, that the Blood of Menelam appearing on the 
Whiteneſs of his Skin, vyed with the purpled Ivory; but this 


implies 
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implies that the honey Song of A Hero e the beau- 


fol Dres ef War, Ad the moſt 
gallafe O Hints Way: non they Sy oo elt 
| rrur, C tumſtäner ir ing Aitor of this 


1 Jes gp 26 leni mods 101 Ie1505g a 
Gene Ind 1 õ af 9H Hao winkinadto 24 5113 


9 ulunr fahnHHes Kllti Uielaverwy ni 1643 0 big.) 
bee inen e bn ad yd cue, 


1111391 03 e 2113 59101 II NR to 41 21s t An 


Bdidinwhis he juuges only for himſelf, und does note condemn 
Homer, llt wastby: no means proper chat hisÞvbry ſhou¹d 
hab been A Piece of martial Accoutrement;” whedche applyd 
it ſo differently, transfertring it from the [Wounds * 
to the Bluſhes of the fair Laos. 
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as the Cauſe of this Misfortune, by having confented to ex- 
poſe his Brother to the ſingle Combate which had drawn on 
this fatal Conſequence. Next he inveighs againſt the 770jans 
in general for their Perfidiouſneſs, as not yet knowing it was 
the Act of Pandarus only. He then comforts himſelf with the 
Confidence that the Gods will revenge him upon 7roy ; but 
doubts by what Hands this Puniſhment may 24 inflicted, / as 
fearing the Death of Menelaus will force the Greeks to return 
with Shame ro their Country. There is no Contradic- 
tion in all this, but on the other fide a great deal of Nature, 
in the confuſed Sentiments of Agamemnon on the occaſion, 
as they are very well explained by Spondanus. 


Vt R 51 212. While ſome proud Trojan, Se.] Agamemnon 


here calls to mind how, upon the Death of his Brother, the 


ineffectual Preparations and Actions againſt Troy muſt become 
a Deriſion to the World. This is in its own Nature a very 


irritating Sentiment, tho it were never fo careleſly expreſt; 


but the Poet has found out a peculiar Air of Aggravation, in 


making him bring all the Conſequences before his Eyes, in 
a Picture of their Trojan Enemies gathering round the Tomb 
of the unhappy Menelaus, elated with Pride, inſulting the 
Dead, and throwing out diſdainful Expreſſions and Curſes 
againſt him and his Family. There is nothing which could 


more effectually repreſent a State of Anguiſh, than the draw- 


ing ſuch an Image as this, which ſhews a Man increaſing his 


preſent Unhappineſs by the Proſpect of a future Train of Miſ- 
fortunes. | | 


XVII. 


| Vers 222. Let not thy Words the Warmth of Greece abate.] 


In Agamemnon, Homer has ſhewn an Example of a tender Na- 
ture and fraternal Affection, and now in Menelaus he gives 
us one of a generous warlike Patience and Preſence of Mind. 
He ſpeaks of his own Caſe with no other Regard, but as this 
Accident of his Wound may tend to the Diſcouragement ” 
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OBsERVATIONS on 


the Soldiers; and exhorts the General to beware of dejecting 
their Spirits from the Proſecution of the War. Hpondanus. 


a ot 


' Vaxer 233. The Trojans ruſb tumultuous 1 the War ) 
They advanced to the Enemy in the Belief that the Shot of 
Pandarus was made by Order of the Generals, Daczer, 


. £ 


VSE 256. Nor had you ſeen.) The Poet here changes 
his Narration, and turns himſelf to the Reader in an Apo- 
ſtrophe. Longinus in his 22d Chapter commends this Figure, 
as cauſing a Reader to become a Spectator, and keeping his 
Mind fixed upon the Action before him. The Apoſtrophe 
(ſays he) renders us more awaken'd, more attentzve, and more 
full of the Thing deſtribed. Madam Dacier will have it, that 
it is the Muſe who addreſſes herſelf to the Poet in the ſecond 
Perſon : *Tis no great matter which, ſince it has equally its 
Effect either way.  _ | 


4 1 


VERSE 264. Thro all the martial Ranks he moves, &c.] 
In the following Review of the Army, which takes up a great 
Part of this Book, we ſee all the Spirit, Art, and Induſtry of 
a compleat General; together with the proper Characters of 
thoſe Leaders whom he incites. Agamemnon conſiders at 
this ſudden Exigence, that he ſhould firſt addreſs himſelf to 


all in general ; he divides his Diſcourſe to the Brave and the 


Fearful, Rong Arguments which - ariſe from Confidence or 


Deſpair, Paſſions which act upon us moſt forcibly : To the 
Brave, he urges their ſecure Hopes of Coos ſince the Gods 
muſt puniſh Perjury ; to the Timorous, their inevitable De- 


ſtruction if the Enemyſhould burn their Ships. After this he flies 


from Rank to Rank, applying himſelf to each Ally with par- 
ticular Artifice: He careſſes /domenens as an old Friend who 
had promiſed not to forſake him; and meets with an Anfyer 


4 | in 
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the FOURTH Book. 


in that Hero's true Character, ſhort, honeſt, hearty, and 
Soldier-like. He praiſes the Ajaxes as Warriors whoſe Exam- 
ples fired the Army; and is received by them without any 
Reply, as they were Men who did not profeſs Speaking. He 
paſſes next to Neſtor, whom he finds talking to his Soldiers 
as he marſhald them; here he was not to part without a 
Compliment on both ſides; he wiſhes him 4 

had once in his Vouth, and is anſwer'd with an Account of 
ſomething which the old Heroe had done in his former Days. 
From hence he goes to the Troops which lay fartheſt from 
the Place of Action; where he finds Meneſibeus and Ulyſſes, 


not intirely unprepar d nor yet in Motion, as being ignorant of 


what had happen'd. He reproves Ulyſes for this, with 
Words agreeable to the Hurry he is in, and rgggiyes an An- 
ſwer which ſuits not ill with the twofold Character of a wiſe 
and a valiant Man : Hereupon Agamemnon appears preſent to 
himſelf, and excuſes his bal Expreſſions. The next he meets 
is Diomed, whom he alſo rebukes for Backwardneſs but af- 
ter another manner, by ſetting before him the Example of 
his Father. Thus is Agamemnon introduced, praiſing, terri- 
fying, exhorting, blaming, excuſing himſelf, and again re- 


lapſing into Reproofs; a lively Picture of a great Mind in the 


higheſt Emotion. And at the ſame time the Variety is ſo 
kept up, with a regard to the different Characters of the Lea- 
ders, that our Thoughts are not tired with running along 
with him over all his Army. 


XXII. 


Vins E 296. For this, in Banguets.] The Ancients uſually 


in their Feaſts divided to the Gueſts by equal Portions, except 


when they took ſome particular occaſion to ſhew Diſtinction 
and give the Preference to any one Perſon. It was then 
look d upon as the higheſt Mark of Honour to be allotted the 
beſt Portion of Meat and Wine, and to be allowed an Ex- 


emption from the Laws of the Feaſt, in drinking Wine un- 


mingled and without Stint. This Cuſtom was much more 
ancient than the time of the Trajan War, and we find it prac- 
tiſed in the Banquet given by Jo/eph to his Brethren in A- 
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ft Maſter of that Arr in Greece 
ri. Ex; rontimus gives us ano- 
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vr K * 313. He bum Fa Fortune 6h his Al hal cat 
From forth his Chariot, mount "the ner &c.] 
The Word in the Original are capable of four different Sig- 
nifications, as Eufte | 
in fighting. upon” his Chariot ſhall win a Chariot from his 
oc / att continue to fight, and not retire from the 
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Marrs, that other ſhall him back with his 
welin, and not admit him for fear of intertupting the Com- 
Thie fourth is the Senſe which is followed int the Tranſ- 
on 28 ſeeming much the moſt natural, that every one 
4 left to govern his own Chariot, and the other who 
is admitred fight only with the Javelin. The reaſon of this 
Advice 'ap pears by the Speech of Pandaru to Buchs in the 
next Book : Æneatr having taken frim up into his Chariot to 
go againſt Diomed, compliments him with the Choice ei- 


ther to fight, or to manage the Reins, which was eſteem'd 


an _ of Hongur. To i Pando anſwers, that it is 
more r for Eueas to guide his own Horſes; leſt they 
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OB$SERVATIONS On 
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XXX. 


Vexsk 479. A when the Winds.) Madam Dacier thinks 
it may ſeem ſomething odd, that an Army going to conquer 
ſhould be compared to the Waves going to break themſelves 
againſt the Shore; and would ſolve the appearing Abſurdity 
by imagining the Poet laid not the Strefs fo much upon this 
Circumſtance, as upon the fame Waves aſſaulting a Rock, 
lifting themſelves over its Head, and covering it with Foam 
as the Trophy of their Viclory (as ſhe expreſſes it.) But to 
this it may be anſwer'd, that neither did the Greeks get the 
better in this Battel, nor will a Compariſon be alfowed in- 
tirely beautiful, which inſtead of illuſtrating its Subject ſtands | 
itſelf in need of ſo much Illuſtration and Refinement, to be 
brought to agree with it. The Paſſage naturally bears this 
Senſe. As when, upon the riſing of the Wind, the Waves roll 
after one another to the Shore; at firſt there is a diſtant Motion 
in the Sea, then they approach to break with Noiſe on the 
Strand, and laſtly riſe ſwelling over the Rocks, and tofs their 
Foam above their Heads. So the Greeks, at firſt; marched in 
order one after another ſilemly to the Fight----Where the Poet 
| breaks off from proſecuting the Compariſon, and by a Pro- 

lepſis, leaves the Reader to carry it on; and image to him- 
ſelf the future Tumult, Rage, and Force of the Battel, in 
Oppoſition to that Silence in which he deſcribes the Troops 
at preſent, in the Lines immediately enſuing. What con- 
firms this Expoſition is, that Virgil has made uſe of the Simile 


þ 


in the ſame Senſe in the feventh neid. 


Fluttus ui primo cæpi cum albeſcere vents, 
Paulatim ſeſè tolln mare, & alis undas 
Erigu; mde imo confurgt ad athera funds. 


XXXI. 


Vers: 479. A when the Winds, Ge,] This is the firſt 
Battel in Homer, and it is worthy Obſervation with what | 
Grandeur it is deſcribed, and raiſed by one Circumſtance | 

above | 


above EPA ll all is Py in Horror and Tumult: 


The foregoing:Simile of this Mads, riſing by degrees into a 
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e Grounds and Authors of 
Rumours are commonly un As if the ſame might not 
be  alledg'd for Homer, ſince the Grounds and Authors of 
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uninepſal, is Fame no long 


OBSERVATIONS 4 


Opinion. Homer repreſents Diſcord to riſe from ſmall; be- 
ginnings, and afterwards in her Encteaſe to ręach the Hea- 
veps e Heirgil has ſaid this of Fame," but not, with equal: Pro- 
pricty; for the Subjects are very different. Diſcora, tho it 
reaches to War and Devaſtation, is ſtill Dcr; nor ceaſes 
toibe what it was at firſt. But Fume, when it grows to be 
er, but becomes Knowledge and 
Certdinty.- For who calls any thing Fame, which is known 
from Earth to Heaven? Nor has 2 


9 5 * the Strength 
of Homers Hyperbole, for one ſpeaks of Heaen, the other 
only: of the Clouds. Macrob. Sat. J. 5. c. 43. Scaliger is 


very angry at this laſt Period, and by miſtake blames. Gellius 
for it, in whom there is no ſuch thing. His Words are ſo 
inſolently dogmatical, that barely to quote them is to anſwer 
them, and the only Anſwer which ſuch a Spirit of Criticiſm 
deſerves. Clamant quod Mars de Fama 3 inter nubila 
eapus condere, cam iamen Homerus unde ipſe accepit, in cœlo 
eaput Eridis conſtiuuit. Jam tibi pro me reſpondeo. Non 
ſum imitatus, nolo imitari: non placet, non eſt verum, Couten- 
tronem' ponere caput in clo. Nidiculum oft, fatuum eft, Ho- 
mericum eft, Greculum eſt. Poetic. l. 5. c. 3. 
This fine Verſe was alſo criticiz d by Monſ. Perault, who 
accuſes it as a forc'd and extravagant Hyperbole. M. Botleau 
anſwers, that Hyperboles as ſtrong are daily uſed even in 
common Diſcourſe, and that nothing is in effect more ſtrictly 
true than that Diſcord reigns over all the Earth, and in Hea- 
ven itſelf, that is to ſay, among the Gods of Homer. lt is 
not (continues this excellent Critick) the Deſcription of a 
Giant, as this Cenſor would pretend, but a juſt Allegory ; 
and as he makes Diſcord an allegorical Perſon, ſhe may be of 
what Size he pleaſes without ſhocking us; ſince it is what we 
regard only as an Idea and Creature of rhe Fancy, and not 
as a material Subſtance that has any Being in Nature. The 
Expreſſion in the P/alms, that the impious Man is hfted up as 
4 Cedar of Libanus, does by no means imply that the impi- 
ous Man was a Giant as tall as the Cedar. Thus far Boileau; 
and upon the whole we may obſerve, that it ſeems nor only 
the Fate of great Genius's to have met with the moſt malig- 
nant Criticks, - but of the fineſt and nobleſt Paſſages in them 


ro 


the FOVRTH Book. 


to have been particularly pitch d upon for impertinent Cri- 
tieiſms. Thek are the. divine Boldneſſes which in their 
very Nature provoke Ignorance and Short - ſightedneſs to ſhew 
thhemſelves ; and which whoever is capable of attaining, muſt 
alſo certainly know, that they will be attaek'd by as 
cannot reach them. 8 | 


Vile 50g: Now Shield with Shield, ce] The Verſes 
which follow in the Original are perhaps exgell'd by none in 
Homer; and that he had 'himfelf a particular Fondneß for 


them, may be imagin'd from his inſerting them again in the 


ſame Words in the eighth Bock. They are very h ap pily 


So Pe 18 20) 01 
116.1) Jam clypeus elypeis, umbone repelluum umbo, 
Uiſße mmax enſis, pede pes, & onſide cuſpes, Rc. 
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VERSE 517. As Torrents roll.) This Compigilon of Rivers 
meeting and roaring, with; two Armies my ing in Battel, is 
an Image of that Nobleneſs, which (to ſay no more) was 


worthy the Invention of Homer and the Imitation of Virgil. 


Aut ubi decurſu rapido de montilus alis, 
Dant ſonitum ſpumoſi amnes, & in æquora curruur, 
A ſuum populatus iter K tupet inſcius aloe 
Accipiens ſonttum ſaxi de vertice Paſtor. | 


The word populatus here has a Beanty which one muſt be in- 
| ſenſible not to obſerve. Scahger prefers VirgiFs, and Ma- 
crobius Homer's, without any Reaſons on either ſide, but only 
one Critick's poſitive Word againſt another's, The Reader 
may judge between them. 


XXXV. 
VERss 523. The bold Antilochus.] Anttlochus the Son of 


Neſtor is the firſt who begins the Engagement. It ſeoms as 
9 8 if 
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the head of chem, to give bim 
Battel. n 
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Vr ISE 540. As ver their Prey rapacious Wolves engage. 
This; ſhort: Compariſon in the Greet conſiſts only of two 
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Words, Auz} dg, which Scal; er obſerves u pon as too abrupt. 
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But may it not be anſwer'd that ſuch; a Place as this, where 
all things are in Confuſion, ſeems not to admit of any Si- 
mile, except of one which ſcarce exceeds a Metaphor in 
Length When two Heroes are engag' d, there is à plain 
View to be given us of their Actions, and there a long Si- 
mile may be of uſe, to raiſe and enliven them by parallel 
Circumſtances; but when the Troops fall in promiſcuouſſy 
upon one another, the Concluſion excludes diſtinct or parti- 
ticular Images, and conſequently Compariſons of any Length 
would be leſs natural. . OE. | 


: : * * 
141.4 w# 4 


e Zailgnlan e. XXXVII. | 
VrISsE 542. In bloom of Youth fair Simoiſius fell.] This 


Prince receiv'd his Name from the River Himois on whoſe 
Banks he was born. It was the Cuſtom of the Faſtern Peo- 
ple to give Names to their Children deriv'd from the moſt 
remarkable Accidents of their Birth. The hol Scripture is 
full of Examples of this kind. It is alſo Mk in the Old 
Teſtament to compare Princes to Trees, Cedars, Sc. as $*- 
moiſius is here reſembled to a Poplar. Dacier. XY 


e 


VERSE 552. Jo falls a Poplar. Euſtatbius in Macrobius 
prefers to this Simile that of Virgil in the ſecond Æneid. 


Ac veluti in ſummis antiquam montibus ornum, 
Cum ferro acciſum crebriſque bipennibus inſt ant 
n Eruere 


is 


ere 


_ the Fouxru Book. *' 


Eruere agricole certatim ; illa uſque minatur, 
Et tremefacta comam concuſſo vertice nutat ; 
Vulneribus donec paulatim evicta ſupremùm 


Congemuit, traxitque jugis avulſa ruinam. 


Mr. Hobbes in the Preface to his Tranſlation of Homer has 
| diſcoursd upon this Occaſion very judiciouſly. Homer (ſays 


he) intended no more in this Place than to ſhew how comely 
the Body of $;moiſius appear'd as he lay dead upon the Bank 
of Scamander, ſtrait and tall, with a fair Head of Hair, 
like a ſtrait and high Poplar with the Boughs till on; 


and not at all to deſcribe the manner of his falling, which 


(when a Man is wounded thro the Breaſt as he was with a 
Spear) is always ſudden. Virgil is the Deſcription of a great 


Tree falling when many Men together hew it down. He 
meant to compare the manner how Troy after many Battels, 
and after the Loſs of many Cities, conquer'd by the many 
Nations under Agamemnon in a long War, was thereby wea- 
ken'd and at laſt overthrown, with a great Tree hewn round 
about, and then falling by little and little leiſurely. So that 
neither theſe two Deſcriptions nor the two Compariſons can 
be compared together. The Image of a Man lying on the 
Ground is one thing ; the Image of falling (eſpecially of a 
5 is another. This therefore gives no Advantage 
to Virgil over Homer. Thus Mr. Hobbes. 
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Vr ASE 585. But Phœbus now.] Homer here introduces 


Apollo on the fide of the Trojans: He had given them the 


Aſſiſtance of Mars at the beginning of this Battel; but 
Mars (which ſignifies Courage without Conduct) provin 
too weak to reſiſt Minerva (or Courage with Conduct whicf, 


the Poet repreſents as conſtantly aiding his Greeks; they 


want ſome prudent — 2 to rally them again: He 


therefore brings in a Miſdom to aſſiſt Mars, under the Ap- 
pearance of Apollo. SY l 
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VERSE 592. Achilles fights no more.] Homer from time to 


time puts his Readers in mind of Achilles, during his Abſence 


from the War; and finds occaſions of celebrating his Valour 
with the higheſt Praiſes. There cannot be a greater Enco- 
mium than this, where Apollo himſelf tells the 7rojans the 
have nothing to fear, ſince Achilles fights no longer 5 
A AA ks of 
r 

Ve RSE 630. Had ſome brave Chief] The turning off in 
this Place from the Actions of the Field, to repreſent to us a 
Man with Security and, Calmneſs walking thro' it, without 
being able to reptehend any thing in the whole Action; this 
is not only a fine Praife of the Bartel, bur as it were a Breath- 
ing- place to the Poctical Spirit of the Author, after having 
rapidly run along with the Hear of the Engagement: He 
ſeems like one Who having got over a Part of his Journey, 
ſtops upon an Eminence to look back upon the Space he has 
paſs'd, and concludes the Book with an agreeable Pauſe or 

The Reader will excuſe our taking notice of ſuch a Trifle, 
as that it was an old Superſtition, that this fourth Book of 
the [lads being laid under the Head, was a Cure for the 
Quartan Ague. Serenus Sammonicus, a celebrated Phyſician 


in the time of the younger Gordian and Preceptor to that 


* * 


Emperor, has gravely preſcrib'd it among other Receipts in 
his medicinal Precepts, Præc. o. eds. 


Mæoniæ Iliados quartum ſuppone timenti. 


N 


believe it will be found a true Obſervation, that there ne» 
ver was any thing ſo abſurd or ridiculous, but has at one 
time or other been written even, by ſome Author of Reputa» 
tion: A Reflection it may not be improper for Writers to 
make, as being at once ſome Mortification to their Vanity, 
and ſome Comfort to their Infirmity. wn a 
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EORGE, by the Grace of Gop, King of Great Britain, France and 
treland, Defender of the Faith, Sc. To all to whom theſe Preſents 
ſhall come, Greeting. Whereas Our Truſty and Well- beloved BERNARD 
LixTor of Our City of London, Bookſeller, has humbly repreſented 
unto Us that he is now printing a Tranſlation of the ILIAD of Homer 

from the Greek in Six Volumes in Folio by ALEXANDER Port Gent. with large 

Notes upon each Book: And whereas the faid BERNARD LinToT has in- 

formed Us that he has been at a great Expence in carrying. on the ſaid Work: 

and that the ſole Right and Title of the Copy of the ſaid Work is veſted in the 
ſaid BERNARD LinToT : He has therefore humbly beſought Us to grant him 

Our Royal Privilege and Licence for the ſole printing and publiſhing thereof for 

the Term of fourteen Years. WE being graciouſly paſcd to encourage ſo Uſeful 

a Work, are pleaſed to condeſcend to his Requeſt, and do therefore hereby give 

and grant unto the ſaid BERNARD LiIxror Our Royal Licence and Privilege for 

the ſole printing and publiſhing the ſaid Six Volumes of the IL IAD of Homer 

e men by the ſaid ALEXANDER Pops for and during the Term of fourtcen 

Years, to be computed from the Day of the Date hereof; ſtrictly charging and 

prohibiting all Our Subjects within Our Kingdoms and Dominions to reprint o 

abridge the ſame either in the like or any other Volume or Volumes whatſo- 

ever, or to import, buy, vend, utter or diſtribute any Copies of the ſame or any 
part thereof reprinted beyond the Seas within the ſaid Term of fourteen Years, 
without the Conſent and Approbation of the ſaid BERNARD Lixrtor, his Heirs, 

Executors and Aſſigns by Writing under his or their Hands and Seals firſt had 

and obtained, as they and every of them offending herein will anſwer the contrary 

at their Perils, and ſuch other Penaltics as by the Laws and Statutes of this Our 

Realm may be inflicted : Whereof the Maſter, Wardens and Company of Stati- 

oners of our City of London, Commiſſioners and other Officers of our Cuſtoms, 

and all other our Officers and Miniſters whom it may concern, are to take Notice 
that due Obedience be given to Our Pleaſure herein ſignified. Given at Our 

Court at St. James's the ſixth Day of May, 1715. in the firſt Year of Our Reign. 


By His Majeſty's Command, 
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JaMEs STANHOPE. 
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